
VOLUME 20  N°1 DECEMBER / JANUARY  2023 $2.00

Schwartz Attempting To Steal WestView News from Capsis

From Oil to Medicine

NEW YORK – Publisher George Cap-
sis – witty, wise, and fierce as he celebrates 
his 95th birthday – is immersed in a battle 
for professional survival as lawyer Arthur 
Schwartz mounts an attack to steal his pa-
per, WestView News from him. Says Cap-
sis: “I called the police and am going by the 
law. I have talked with a number of lawyers 
who are sympathetic to what we can do. The 
paper is liked and respected by the commu-
nity. Schwartz can’t win an election. He 
keeps being defeated. So the paper would 
be a nice ego tool for him.”
According to Dusty Berke, Capsis’ assis-

tant, this bizarre theft, with a paper launched 
calling itself the New Westview News and 
copying the real paper’s masthead, is tak-
ing place in the most underhanded way. 
“They’re trying to make George look in-
competent,” says Berke. “Liza Whiting has 
been tricking people into thinking that she 
comes from WestView, even stealing ads. 
Advertisers have no idea about the chica-
nery. The fake paper just took the ads and 
put them in.”
Says Berke: “Schwartz has been trying 

to steal the paper for years. In 2013, when 

he was representing George, he created an 
outrageous contract and claims that George 
signed it.” 
Two of the people writing for the paper 

were tricked into believing they were in 
touch with the real paper, when it was the 
bogus WestView news they were reporting 
for. 
Capsis founded the paper 20 years ago af-

ter a successful corporate career. “I was in 
my seventies when I left my last paying job 
and founded WestView in 2003.” 
His neighbor, actress Sarah Jessica Park-

er, tagged George “the King of Greenwich 
Village” and the title is apt. Through the pa-
per, Capsis has put his heart and soul into 
promoting worthy causes, including cam-
paigning to bring a hospital to the West 
Village. 
When the artistic hub of the Village, 

the Cornelia Street Café closed and the 
Greek-American Writers Association lost 
their home base, Capsis came to the rescue, 
introducing the group to the Rev. Graeme 
Napier, pastor of St. John’s in the Village, an 
Episcopalian church sympathetic to artistic 
causes. 
Can Capsis keep the wolves at bay? Ac-

cording to Berke, George has the right stuff, 
despite being faced by double-dealing and 
underhanded tactics. “He’s feeling so terri-
bly violated,” Berke says. “But he’s not giv-
ing up the good fight.”
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“Arthur Schwartz can steal our name but he cannot steal your words”  Photo credit: Dusty Berke

Rockefeller University biotech inventor 
Dr. Kambiz Shekdar speaks at Dubai Science 
Park in the UAE. Photo credit: DSP

Arthur Schwartz’ “new” Paper Attacks 
9/11 Tiles For America Memorial Bus
By George Capsis
Arthur Schwartz’ “new” paper has devot-

ed an entire page to attacking Dusty and 
the 9/11 Tiles for America Memorial Bus 
which is parked for the last six years at 7th 
Ave and Greenwich Ave.  
It’s where many Villagers gathered to 

watch the unbelievable destruction of the 
world trade center. Around the corner on 
Greenwich Ave there was a “paint your own 
pottery” shop that began to create tiles as 
a way for people to express their emotions. 

These tiles are unique and they represent 
an important part of the West Village his-
tory. The Tiles were loosely affixed to the 
chain link fence that surrounded the MTA 
parking lot where they hung for 10 years. 
The community removed them in advance 
of Hurricane Irene and they were re-hung 
during the 10th anniversary of 9/11. The 
Tiles were again removed during construc-
tion of the MTA ventilation plant. Many of 
the original tiles were too fragile to remain 
outdoors so Dusty Berke and the “Village 

By Dr. Kambiz Shekdar, PhD

As a Rockefeller University trained bioscien-
tist and the WestView News Science Editor, I 
have the privilege of sharing my journey. On 
January 11, 2023, a non-addictive pain killer 
discovered using cellular technology I invented 
at Rockefeller was the subject of an IPO filing 
with the U.S. Securities and Exchange Com-
mission. In this article, I describe the under-
lying technology and why I, a die-hard New 
Yorker, believe the UAE is the best place to 
realize its full potential.

continued on page 32continued on page 3
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How to Be a Good Neighbor (Person)
By Robert Shapiro

Our beloved West Village has never had 
such an influx of young people adding to the 
identity of the neighborhood. Here are a 
few suggestions to help them enjoy the Vil-
lage lifestyle.

When in a hallway, staircase, or elevator, 
it feels good to hear a “Hello” from you. This 
is especially true for your older neighbors 
and maintenance workers, and if you hold 
the door for us you get neighborly bonus 
points.

Please don’t pound your feet when walk-
ing in your apartment, and don’t play music 
too loudly when you are getting ready to go 
to work. Some of us are retired and have 
earned our extra sleep time.

Puh-lease separate your trash and recy-
clables, and don’t let the metal bin covers 
slam shut. (Village people sleep at all hours 
of the day.) Also, please put your junk mail 
in the recycling container, not on the shelf 
in the mailroom, please don’t use the trash 
can on the corner for household garbage, 
and please don’t let your dogs relieve them-

selves on our precious plantings and trees.
When at a bar, please don’t take up multi-

ple stools with your clothing or face each 
other sideways. Your neighbors are thirsty 
too.

Always remember that your smile makes 
a difference. Sharing it will enhance your 
life and the lives of those around you. See ya 
soon!

If you’d like to contribute, please cut this 
out or copy it from the WestView News site 
and hang it in your lobby  —  maybe even 
frame it!

WestViewsLetters to Editor

Dear WestView family:
As we give thanks for family and neighbors this holiday sea-

son, I would like to give special thanks for our neighbor, Dante 
on Hudson.

When they learned from my daughter that I  was isolated 
with COVID they delivered to me the most lovely and deli-

cious Thanksgiving feast.
I will be forever grateful that they made me feel a part of their 

Thanksgiving. What a neighborly thing to do.
Gratefully,

Melinda Hamilton

In My Opinion
Westview Readers speak up.

Last months issue of Westview was late 
and rushed and we published a positive arti-
cle about a republican candidate by one of 
our best writers. We marked it opinion but 
some readers felt that Westview had taken a 
right turn.

Not true, Westview tries to take a straight 
and narrow course based on facts even when 
we don’t agree with them.

Here are a few more opinions by you, our 
readers.

Dear Mr. Capsis,
I have been a reader of your paper for 

many years. As a life long Democrat there 
are few things that I value more than free 
speech. It’s with this in mind that I am writ-
ing to compliment you on a recent article 
published by one of your writers Anastasia 
Kaliabakos. It was an informative piece on a 

candidate that while might not be my 
choice I have learned more about. Gaining 
knowledge about those running to represent 
the interests of New Yorkers is something 
that benefits us all. I, like so many of your 
readers, depend on your paper to be in-
formed. Thank you for continuing this ap-
proach to journalism.

I am looking forward to your next issue.
Best,

Jeremy Schuster

It was very disturbing to read the two 
opinion pieces in the October issue touting 
Republican candidates in the upcoming 
elections. The idea that West Village resi-
dents should consider swallowing the entire 
GOP agenda in an attempt to reduce street 
crime in our neighborhood is misguided 
and dangerous.

As we have seen many times in the past, 
issues like street crime are often used to im-
plement authoritarian policies while doing 
little or nothing to solve the actual problem. 
Most recently in NYC we passed over a 
wonderful Mayoral candidate in Maya Wi-
ley for Eric Adams, who ran on a law and 
order platform but has been totally ineffec-
tual. There is no reason to believe that any 
Republican candidates would do any better 
at reducing street crime.

We can pressure our elected representa-
tives to reconsider flawed policies like bail 
reform in ways that better protect our com-
munities without totally abandoning the 
rest of our Democratic principles.

Sincerely,
Sandra Paci
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Last months issue of Westview was late and rushed and we pub-
lished a positive article about a republican candidate by one of our 
best writers. We marked it opinion but some readers felt that West-
view had taken a right turn. 
Not true, Westview tries to take a straight and narrow course based 

on facts even when we don’t agree with them. 

Here are a few more opinions by you, our readers. 

Dear Mr. Capsis,
 I have been a reader of your paper for many years. As a life long 

Democrat there are few things that I value more than free speech. 
It’s with this in mind that I am writing to compliment you on a 
recent article published by one of your writers Anastasia Kaliabakos. 
It was an informative piece on a candidate that while might not 
be my choice I have learned more about. Gaining knowledge about 
those running to represent the interests of New Yorkers is something 
that benefits us all.  I, like so many of your readers, depend on your 
paper to be informed. Thank you for continuing this approach to 
journalism.
I am looking forward to your next issue.
Best,
Jeremy Schuster

It was very disturbing to read the two opinion pieces in the October 
issue touting Republican candidates in the upcoming elections. The 
idea that West Village residents should consider swallowing the en-
tire GOP agenda in an attempt to reduce street crime in our neigh-
borhood is misguided and dangerous. 

As we have seen many times in the past, issues like street crime are 
often used to implement  authoritarian policies while doing little 
or nothing to solve the actual problem. Most recently in NYC we 
passed over a wonderful Mayoral candidate in Maya Wiley for Eric 
Adams, who ran on a law and order platform but has been totally 
ineffectual. There is no reason to believe that any Republican candi-
dates would do any better at reducing street crime. 

We can pressure our elected representatives to reconsider flawed 
policies like bail reform in ways that better protect our communities 
without totally abandoning the rest of our Democratic principles. 

Sincerely,
Sandra Paci

Dear George
I was most dis
tressed to hear about the turn of events at The Westview News.
For the newspaper to appear with virtually the same format and name, without it’s publisher, but with 

the same editorial staff, seems a flagrant kind of piracy that almost escapes my comprehension.
I’m sorry that after 19 years of publishing you now have very little recourse except to fight a long and 

sustained battle to regain control of your newspaper.
This is not something to be undertaking at age 95.
You have my sympathy, and I wish you the best of luck in the travails to come.

Fond regards,
Jeff Hodges

Dear Mr. Capsis:

This is a big thank you to you and your wonderful paper which I look forward to reading every month.  
As a long term village resident, I feel informed every time I open the pages.  I enjoy the articles so much, 
especially the ones about the birds who live here and visit here.  We are lucky to live near the mighty 
Hudson River and I can remember how it was before the beautiful walking path and bike path were 
built.  I also enjoy reading “what’s in and what’s out”. And try to stop into the new restaurants and coffee 
shops when they  I was astonished to see my ad in this fake West view imitation.  Please have a great 
birthday and best wishes for many more with good health to boot! 

 Suzanne McAndrews

WestViews
Correspondence Commentary, Corrections

WestView Contributors Speak Out
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Marble slabs commemorating donors have been carefully given prominent display in the 
new God’s Love We Deliver @ Northern Dispensary rooms. 
Credit: Brian J Pape, AIA

In line with God’s Love brand and purpose, a photographic mural donated by West 
Village photographer Suzanne Poli has the message “Gay Love is God‘s Love” from the 
1985 Gay Pride march. Suzanne Poli, left, discusses her mural, with Mrs. Bender.  
Credit: Dusty Berke

Happy Holidays.

VIEWS BY SUZE
See Views by Suze at
Bonsignour Cafe

Jane Street
and Eighth Avenue

646-689-3475
starshowernyc@yagoo.com
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Arthur Schwartz’ “new” Paper Attacks 
9/11 Tiles For America Memorial Bus

9/11 Memorial Bus opens its doors to visitors to honor victims’ families and loved ones. Who take comfort in the 
messages and knowing the tiles live on safely tucked away in the Big Blue Bird Bus that marks the spot where we 
watched it happen. We remember You. Photo credit Dusty Berke

Angels” conceived the idea of housing the 
surviving 9/11 Tiles in a library bus as a mini 
museum. 
Arthur Schwartz in his attempt to capture 

the readers of WestView News has printed a 
full page to attack the 9/11 Tiles for America 
memorial bus .
On Tuesday, Jan 17th, the 6th precinct was 

ordered to tow the bus. Dusty rushed from 
a production meeting to caution the police 
from removing the bus and of the fragility of 
the tiles. She pleaded with the officers not to 
tow the bus for fear the tiles would be dam-
aged in transit. Dusty was summarily hand-
cuffed and taken into a police vehicle and 

detained to the 6th precinct. She refused to 
be fingerprinted and have a mug shot, stating 
she committed no crime and was trying to 
protect the memorial tiles. 
Arthur Schwartz may have been successful 

in having the bus towed to a police lot. (it will 
cost Dusty thousands of dollars to retrieve 
the bus and the 9/11 Tiles). If you believe the 
9/11 Tiles for America Memorial belongs in 
the village write to us at WestView News or 
visit us on social media and email your local 
politicians and demand they create a perma-
nent home for the surviving 9/11 Tiles that 
can be open to the public.

continued from page 1

By Robert Shapiro

As the director of a new non-profit West Village animal 
rescue, “Stray Pride”, I have to deal with a lot of injustices, 
so I respectfully offer this plea:
If you are a dog or cat owner, please have it neutered, be-

cause over-breeding results in thousands of unwanted pets 
being euthanized annually at NYC shelters.  Many folks 
think it’s ok to let them breed, because they’ll find homes 
for the kittens and puppies, but that spells doom for shelter 
pets that could have been adopted instead.
 When acquiring a pet, bypass a breeder or pet shop, be-

cause hundreds are available from local shelters for a small 
fee—and they all come tested, vaccinated, de-parasitized 
and “fixed”.  Never get a puppy or kitten. We were raised 
to envision a Hallmark Moment with the family blissfully 
visiting a pet shop or breeder to buy a companion for their 
child, but here’s the problem: A staggering half of all pup-
pies and kittens end up at “kill shelters” before they are a 
year old, because, 1) as they grow, many play too rough with 
children, 2) they can grow to be jealous of the child and 

become aggressive, 3) they aren’t properly trained or house-
broken, or 4) didn’t turn out to have the “right personality”.  
When you adopt an older animal (six-eight months and up) 
its personality won’t be a mystery. You can also test it to see 
if it’s gentle with kids or other pets. It will likely be house-
broken. Win, win, win, plus it’ll cost a fraction of what a pet 
shop, breeder or boutique shelter charges. 
Despite the overwhelming evidence against doing so, a pet 

shop or breeder will sell you a single kitten, which is likely 
to play too rough as it grows. A cat needs at least one other 
to play and roughhouse with as it grows. The advantages of 
two kittens are many. They will play with each other during 
the day when the household is active, and sleep at night—a 
frustrated single kitten will often cry all night or attempt to 
play with its humans while they are trying to sleep. They will 
grow to be healthier and live longer, because they exercise 
regularly. But what really keeps them out of the kill shelters 
is that by being less frustrated, they tend to be calmer and 
gentler toward humans.
    Cats live three times longer when kept indoors, and 

you’ll have fewer vet bills from car accidents, disease, para-
sites or injury from other cats. There will also be fewer bird 
killings by the hundreds or thousands per cat.

In shelters worldwide, more black cats (and dogs) are eu-
thanized every day than all other animals combined. The 
reasons are multiple.  In the 21st Century, many folks still 
think that black cats are bad luck. This creates a problem at 
the pounds.  Since black cats don’t get adopted as quickly 
as others—or at all—they take up valuable cage space, so 
they are often “put down” to make room for more adoptable 
animals. In addition, many shelters refuse to adopt out black 
cats, for fear they might be sacrificed during pseudo-reli-
gious rituals, so they’d rather end their lives humanely. So if 
possible, adopt black cats or dogs first and always remember, 
it’s bad luck to be superstitious! 

If it is overweight, reduce your pet’s meal size and never 
leave food out all day.  There is a pet-obesity epidemic. You 
will not only save on food, but avoid huge vet bills from type 
two diabetes, heart disease and cancer.
Please check out Westview News’ website (westviewnews.

org) to see the adoptable animals of the month. We also sell 
tee shirts to support animal rescue. Stray Pride specializes 
in the underdogs, like black cats, black dogs, mixed breeds, 
reptiles, spiders and pet rats, but also have other homeless 
pets in all categories. More on this next month!

Pet Peeves
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State of Nature in the West Village
By Eric Uhlfelder

We live in an age of contradiction, a time 
of great invention and darkness. We see de-
cency regularly challenged without regard of 
consequence. We see and hear truth turned 
on its head, extremism increasingly main-
streamed, absurdity replacing thoughtful dis-
course.

The other day when I walked out on my 
Jane Street stoop, instead of seeing the 
monthly copy of my beloved WestView News, 
I found a doppelganger —  a “New” WestView 
News.

What did George do, I wondered.
Then on the front page, I got the answer. 

George’s former associate assembled people 
from the paper’s editorial staff to create this 
look alike.

But why such imitation?
Certainly anyone has the right to start up a 

newspaper. But it should be an original name 
and design, not a copy of a publication that 
has regularly graced our community for two 
decades.

My first thought: Is there an issue of copy-
right? Is WestView News failing, as the article 
suggested?

I had just been to George’s house where 
the December issue was being put together, 
written by many of the regular writers, in-
cluding Brian Pape and myself. We both cov-
er issues affecting the neighborhood —  Bri-
an focusing on architecture and community, 
and my piece on preserving a rare local public 
space.

For more than a decade, George has pro-
vided me a forum to cover a wide range of 
stories related to the West Village and occa-
sionally beyond. These have included report-
ing on important Congressional figures 
speaking at the Great Hall at Cooper Un-

ion —  Senator Sherrod Brown and Repre-
sentative Adam Schiff.

In the middle of the pandemic, Tavern on 
Jane’s owner Michael Stewart provided me a 
ground-level view of what it was like trying 
to survive lockdown and the financial burden 
that struck when the community could no 
longer eat in a popular neighborhood restau-
rant.

As we were suffering through the confu-
sion of the Trump Administration’s response 
to COVID-19  with thousands dying every 
day, George gave me the opportunity to dis-
cuss what leadership can be and do. I did so 
first by remembering Robert Kennedy on the 
day Martin Luther King was killed, and sec-
ond, by reviewing Erik Larson’s stunning tale 
about Winston Churchill’s first year as Prime 
Minister as Britain was consumed by war.

On the 20th anniversary of 9/11, my inter-
view of Leslie Robertson, the engineer of the 

original World Trade Center, provided a very 
personal remembrance of that horrific time.

I reviewed plays for the paper, recently at 
our Cherry Lane Theater —  a cultural jewel 
of the West Village. And in this issue, you 
can read my reporting on the struggle to save 
the most remarkable Elizabeth Street Gar-
den.

This is what WestView News has meant to 
me and many other local writers who contin-
ue to report on important local events and 
memories.

Our community has benefitted from 
George’s willingness to create and nurture 
one of most professional community news-
papers I’ve ever seen. And despite personal 
difficulties and conflicts that have stung some 
involved, which I’ve seen far too often across 
my 40  years in publishing, WestView News 
should be treated with the honor it richly de-
serves.

Rats and Trash on Charles
Letter from ayedidrd@gmail.com
Dear West Villagers,
I don’t have a death wish. If you see me 

walking in the middle of the street on my 
way home at night, it’s because I’m trying to 
avoid stepping on multiple rats from the 
trash piles scurrying in front of me.

I love the West Village. I  grew up on 
Charles Street in the late ‘70s and ‘80s. 
Aside from times being simpler, the streets 
were cleaner and the rat population did not 
outnumber that of humans by multitudes. 
But today, our block is under siege. Many 
building managements on Charles Street, as 
well as on Waverly Place, are not doing their 
job to manage trash and keep the streets 
clean. The result is, you guessed it: rats.

Besides the nuisance and stress of living 
alongside rodents, there are many detri-
ments to sharing our streets with them. 
They carry multiple harmful diseases, and 
can damage property by eating through 
wires and plant material. I have had to spend 
many dollars on prevention by putting mesh 
on all plant material on my property so rats 
don’t burrow and nest.

And, oh, have you ever seen a flat rat? If 
not, take a look on the street on Charles 
Street. More than once have I  seen a rat 
squished completely to pancake flatness 
from being run over. My high school daugh-
ter has a particularly hard time with this…
what childhood memories.

While I understand that this is a city-
wide problem, I  also know that Charles 
Street between Greenwich Avenue and Wa-
verly Place and Waverly between Charles 
and West 10th Streets are particularly in-
fested. A check on the rat map of NYC can 
show you this by color-blocking these 
streets in red. Neighboring streets are color-

blocked in yellow, showing low-to-no rat 
population. This is proof that lack of sanita-
tion and trash disposal on the block is the 
direct contributor.

The nights leading up to garbage collec-
tion are particularly disgusting. Trash is 
strewn about and there aren’t proper recep-
tacles to hold it. I’ve seen things I probably 
shouldn’t in that trash area, but as a seasoned 
New

Yorker I take a sip of my coffee and move 

on.
Then, on the evening before trash collec-

tion, a little elf seems to come and clean it 
up and place the bags on the sidewalk. But, 
that magic moment doesn’t last long. Soon, 
it’s feast time on the sidewalk. I’ve dreamed 
of getting a pair of stilts to walk down the 
street. Sometimes I feel like I’m in a video 
game called “Don’t step on the rats.” After 
the garbage trucks collect the bags the next 
morning, you can see what managed to seep 

out of the multiple holes the rats made in 
the bags overnight. Somehow, I’ve gotten 
used to walking over avocado pits and dirty 
diapers at 8:00 a. m.

I’ve reached out to the management of 
one of the buildings many times, to no avail. 
Unfortunately, I’ve had to call 311 and make 
complaints multiple times, as this problem 
has now begun to seep into my outdoor liv-
ing space. But violations don’t seem to be 
helping solve the problem either.

I am writing this not only to complain 
and air my grievances, but to implore you, as 
West Villagers, to help in the fight against 
the rats. I  feel strongly that garbage bags 
should not be allowed to be placed on the 
sidewalk without being placed in recepta-
cles. Building owners should be motivated 
to keep their trash areas clean every day —  
to better our beautiful neighborhood. The 
morning after trash collection, they should 
be responsible for cleaning up the residual 
trash. Hosing the front of your building’s 
area would be oh so lovely.

Recently, I  spoke with an exterminator 
who has worked in the neighborhood for 
many years. I respect him highly because he 
always likes to get to the root of the pest 
problem and isn’t a band-aid kind of guy. 
When I told him that rats from neighbor-
ing buildings’ trash areas were coming into 
my outdoor space, his response was, “I can 
put poison in your space, but all that will do 
is attract them and kill off a small percent. 
Your neighbors’ problem is now your prob-
lem.”

And so, I leave you with this —  the only 
way this problem can be controlled is if we 
do it together.

Thank you,
Concerned neighbor on Charles Street
If you are interested in joining the rat task 

force, please email me at ayedidrd@gmail.
com. Next up: dog urine and poop in the 
West Village. Stay tuned.
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BRIEFLY NOTED
New York City Could Make 
a Fortune from Bicycles
By Robert Shapiro

Dear Mayor Adams,
New York City’s bike 

paths have evolved from 
a blessing into a curse 
for cyclists. What used 
to be a daily joy of 
running errands in the 
West Village is now an 
everyday gamble for my 
safety. I am a senior citizen born and 
raised in NYC, and an avid bike rider. 
My bicycle is one of my most precious 
possessions. I save a ton of money while 
commuting and staying fit at the same 
time. But recently, riding has become 
increasingly hazardous because so many 
commuters and delivery people disregard 
the law. They ride on the sidewalk, speed 
past too close and without warning on 
silent motorized bikes, ride actual 
motorcycles on bridge bike paths and 
greenways.

But the most perilous offense is riding 
backwards. A rider entering the path 
from between parked cars can crash into 
the backwards rider who cannot see them 
until it’s too late.

The main reason that delivery people 
flout the law is that they have been 
getting away with it right in front of the 
police. In other cities, bicycle laws are 
enforced and the owners of the restau-
rants (not the riders) are fined. This also 
delays deliveries and thus motivates 
business owners to encourage their 
drivers to obey the law and practice safe 
cycling.

New York City can make a fortune —  
and help fund the MTA —  with manda-
tory licensing, and ticketing for moving 
violations and lack of helmets, licenses, 
lights, and horns. Fines would be higher 
for riding backwards or on the sidewalk, 
but the following is paramount: e-bikes 
are not bicycles; they are dangerous 

motorized vehicles that 
go too fast to be on 
bicycle paths —  so fast, 
that they should only be 
allowed on the roads…
and obey traffic laws. 
Bicycle and pedestrian 
accidents are awful, but 
many more of us are 
experiencing unaccept-
able stress every day 

simply by riding our bikes.
The city could really clean up finan-

cially by deploying as many auxiliary 
cops as possible, and also encouraging 
the police to become vigilant when 
patrolling the streets. Earning money for 
the city is a good way to fill your shift 
time. If citizen cyclists or deliverers 
break the law, they should receive 
$50 fines. Since they would be licensed 
and in the system, an officer noticing a 
second violation would have the bike 
confiscated. It would cost $500 for the 
owner or restaurant to reclaim it. Zero 
tolerance is absolutely necessary when 
lives are at stake.

You shouldn’t be allowed to ride a bike 
if you put lives in danger. Treating bad 
behavior justly is the only way to clean up 
this dangerous mess —  I doubt people 
would treat the streets like the Wild 
West if they had to pay for their actions.

As you know from your former career, 
there are not a lot of “cops and robbers” 
scenarios during an officer’s shift. Bad 
cyclists are endangering New Yorkers 
every minute. Think of the revenue that 
enforcement of new laws governing 
cyclists could generate for the city that 
we both love.

Yours truly,
Robert Shapiro
455 Hudson Street 
#32 New York, NY, 
10014 917 612 4163
moveon1957@gmail.com

Susan Mazur, “Growing Demands for 
Public Hearings re Open Restaurants”

“’We can speak all we want about 
inclusion, but when it comes right 
down to it, this is government by ex-
clusion, subject to the control and in-
fluence of a very powerful industry,” 
said Michael Sussman, the attorney 
representing New Yorkers adversely 

impacted by the program.
As for what permanent out-

door dining might look like, 
most venues may not offer it 
during the winter months, and it 
may be prohibited in historic 
districts...

Pet Peeves
By Robert Shapiro

As the director of a new non-profit West 
Village animal rescue, “Stray Pride”, I have 
to deal with a lot of injustices, so I respect-
fully offer this plea:

If you are a dog or cat owner, please have 
it neutered, because over-breeding results 
in thousands of unwanted pets being euth-
anized annually at NYC shelters. Many 
folks think it’s ok to let them breed, be-
cause they’ll find homes for the kittens and 
puppies, but that spells doom for shelter 
pets that could have been adopted instead.

When acquiring a pet, bypass a breeder 
or pet shop, because hundreds are available 
from local shelters for a small fee —  and 
they all come tested, vaccinated, de-parasit-
ized and “fixed”. Never get a puppy or kit-
ten. We were raised to envision a Hallmark 
Moment with the family blissfully visiting 
a pet shop or breeder to buy a companion 
for their child, but here’s the problem: A 
staggering half of all puppies and kittens 
end up at “kill shelters” before they are a 
year old, because, 1) as they grow, many 
play too rough with children, 2) they can 

grow to be jealous of the child and become 
aggressive, 3) they aren’t properly trained or 
housebroken, or 4) didn’t turn out to have 
the “right personality”. When you adopt an 
older animal (six-eight months and up) its 
personality won’t be a mystery. You can also 
test it to see if it’s gentle with kids or other 
pets. It will likely be housebroken. Win, 
win, win, plus it’ll cost a fraction of what a 
pet shop, breeder or boutique shelter 
charges.

Despite the overwhelming evidence 
against doing so, a pet shop or breeder will 
sell you a single kitten, which is likely to 
play too rough as it grows. A cat needs at 
least one other to play and roughhouse 
with as it grows. The advantages of two kit-
tens are many. They will play with each oth-
er during the day when the household is 
active, and sleep at night  —  a frustrated 
single kitten will often cry all night or at-
tempt to play with its humans while they 
are trying to sleep. They will grow to be 
healthier and live longer, because they exer-
cise regularly. But what really keeps them 
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Do We Need A 
Hospital On The 

West Side of 
Manhattan
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WE’RE OPEN—FREE ON DEMAND DELIVERY
Mom & Pops Suffer Loss of St. Vincent’s: 

Paper Works Part 2

By Kathryn Adisman

Paper Works proprietor Adam Abi-Saab 
waited all summer for something to fill the 
void. He had an option to renew his lease 
for five years. Will a settlement be reached 
with the landlord?

The Week after Labor Day 2010 the 
landlord was willing to go down 20 percent, 
but the store lost more than 60 percent of 
its business after St. Vincent’s closed. Pa-
per Works will be forced to close at the end 
of September after 25 years. Adam speaks 
of “the disappointment for the commu-
nity.” More than 500 signed a petition to 
the landlord. Adam says, “It’s not the land-
lord’s fault. It’s a consequence of the hos-
pital closing.” He calls it “playing a dirty 
trick” on the community. Adam predicts: 
“Lots of merchants will shut down and the 
neighborhood will look like a ghost town.”

To make this decision was hard. He met 
his wife, Wafa, at the store in 1990 while 
she was a student nurse. They discovered 
they were related by marriage. She calls it 
“Destiny.”  

What will he do now? “I’ll fix my head 
for a little while…” 

Len, a high school librarian, expresses 
“tremendous sadness.” —The store was “a 
touchstone, especially for single people, 
middle-aged or older, who live alone….” 

Dicky, former doorman at The Vermeer, 
a self-described “loner,” fits Len’s descrip-
tion. Once a week, Dicky brings a rose for 
the store. After his surgery, Adam fetched 
him from NYU’s hospital. “Adam calls me 
at home if I don’t show up.” 

The Last Week Indignant Tea & Sym-
pathy owner Nicky Perry storms in, vowing 
to write landlord. 

Tom, the Birthday Boy, comes in with car-
rot cupcakes to share. “Did I miss Smokey?” 
The famous cat once scratched a customer 
who stepped on his paw and returned from 
St. Vincent’s with a $435 ER bill, recalls Su-
san, who split the annual vet fee with Adam. 
When the hospital staff found out it was 
Smokey, the bill got canceled! 

“We’re back!” a gaggle of nurses flock in: 
“We’re here to say goodbye to you!” Nurse 

Practitioner Patti, who was a student at St. 
Vincent’s and worked there 33 years, de-
scribes it as  “the loss of a loved one. We were 
a community beyond just the four walls.” 
The store was a gift shop for the hospital.

Joanne, 35 years at St. Vincent’s, says, “I 
got all my film developed here, bought cards 
for the last 25 years. These are our friends.” 
Patricia, 19 years in the Reiss Pavilion, ob-
serves, “There are no more big card stores.” 
The “variety” store—where K.B. fixed com-
puters and blew up balloons—is extinct.

The Last Day Robert, grade school sci-
ence teacher, Paper Works customer since 
the ’90s, reacts like a man on Death Row 
who just got a stay of execution, relieved to 
hear the store will be open three more days!

“Even if I don’t buy anything—I think all 
of us just want to be able to see them again.… 
This is like our home base. Such a tragedy 
when we lost St. Vincent’s. Trickle effect.”

“It’s the time we live in,” says Adam. “In 
the giant stores, the relation between people 
is not the same.” Mike returns from Duane 
Reade: $7.99 for a roll of packing tape vs. 
$2.99—Paper Work’s prices were cheaper!

The left-over merchandise—thousands 
$$ in overstock—Adam is donating to 
the LGBTQ Center and Salvation Army. 
“Time to give something back! Give and 
take, give and take”—the compact a com-
munity store makes with its patrons. 

There’s a rally in two weeks Adam plans 
to attend. After he’s closed?

“Of course!”
POSTSCRIPT After Paper Works closed, 
Sunday, Oct. 3, Smokey wandered over ev-
ery day for a week and stood outside the 
shop, waiting for it to open. Finally, he 
gave up. Last seen at Jessie’s, curled up on 
a shelf in back of the store. He looks de-
pressed. Can’t say I blame him. 

Today Walgreen’s box store Duane 
Reade, which absorbed four independents, 
itself is closed, leaving a block of empty 
storefronts. It looks like a ghost town. 
What Adam predicted came to pass. 

Kathryn Adisman writes about neighbor-
hood places and people. She has lived in the 
West Village since 1984.

BLOCK OF 7TH AVENUE, home to Jessie’s & Paper Works, as seen today. Photo by Peter 
Gonzalez.

As a long time West Village resident and a Real Estate Broker 
with over 20 years of experience working with buyers and 
sellers, I’m proud to let my reviews speak for themselves!

Frank Veilson
Licensed as Francis H Veilson 
Licensed Associate Real Estate Broker
m 646.734.2314 | o 212.444.7863
frank.veilson@corcoran.com

Real estate agents affiliated with The Corcoran Group are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of The Corcoran Group. 
Equal Housing Opportunity. The Corcoran Group is a licensed real estate broker located at 590 Madison Ave, NY, NY 10022. All information furnished 
regarding property for sale or rent or regarding financing is from sources deemed reliable, but Corcoran makes no warranty or representation as 
to the accuracy thereof. All property information is presented subject to errors, omissions, price changes, changed property conditions, and 
withdrawal of the property from the market, without notice. 

Happy Pride NYC!

Scan for Frank's reviews! 

  WestViewNews
The Voice of the West Village

We support the petition to “Build a New St. Vincent’s Hospital”
We, the Undersigned, Are Concerned Parents and Taxpayers Who Want to Bring 

Back a First-Class Medical Facility to the West Village and the Lower Westside —  In-
cluding Chelsea, Parts Of Tribeca, Chinatown, and Soho. We Ask the Governor, State of 
New York and Mayor, City of New York to Build a New St. Vincent’s Hospital. Our 
Neighborhoods Are Woefully Underserved in Our Medical Needs. We Have Less Than 
Two Hospital Beds, and the Nearest Hospitals Are Too Far Away to Save Anyone in 
Critical Condition. This Presents an Immediate Danger to Our Community. Lives Are 
Being Lost. It is Now Time to Bring Back What We Lost. We Demand the Building of 
a New St. Vincent’s Hospital for Our Community of Over 100,000 People.
 We on Manhattan’s Lower West Side are woefully underserved with only two beds.
 The Upper East Side is called Bed Pan Alley, with thousands of beds.

 First class medical centers are being built all over NYC. Why not here on Manhat-
tan’s Lower West Side?
 We ask out politicians to right the wrongful closure of St. Vincent’s Hospital.

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________
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Dear Westview readers,
The year I started Westview News I bought stock 

in the New York Times so I could attend the annu-
al meeting and learn from the masters. The stock 
had not been doing very well, and after I made my 
purchase, it did even worse. Every time I would look 
at it, I’d come to the conclusion the newspaper busi-
ness was over.

In 1949 I’d asked my father if he would give me 
money for a ticket to Paris. He said yes, if I would 
go to Greece. I had no interest in seeing my relatives 
in Athens, but a deal is a deal. I flew from Paris to 
Athens late at night. My cousin John met me at the 
airport with a bunch of his drinking companions, 
who made jokes about their rich American relatives. 
We drove through the night; and when the first ray 
of dawn appeared, lighting up the Parthenon, I be-
came Greek within minutes. 

My uncle and my cousin were both newspaper 
men. My cousin John took me to his office. As we 
entered the building, I became aware there was no 
sound of typewriters. Indeed, all the copy was 
hand-written with pen and paper, and the only 
thing that sounded like a typewriter was the logo-
type machine in the basement that converted 
molten lead into typeface in order to print the pa-
per. “Why don’t you become a newspaper man?” My 
cousin John insisted, but a glance at the shabby of-
fice suppressed any such thoughts on my part.

Twenty years later I was working for IBM, in pub-
lic relations, writing press releases. I was sent to the 
Midwest to write about the first use of a computer to 
discover the strange particles that make up all matter. 
I submitted my report to the New York Times, and 
the next morning I discovered it under the by-line of 
the science editor who had just won a Pulitzer. My 
smiling boss Gordon Smith gave me a $5,000 raise. 

Thirty years after that, I was writing trade law for 
the United States Council for International Busi-
ness. But my boss said he had a young friend who 
needed my job and that it was time for me to retire. 
Shortly after, I started Westview News, which grew 
from two to thirty pages because here in the Village 
there are many very colorful and talented careers 
that have come to rest. This is your paper. Write. 

Just when I’d gotten used to seeing the value of 
my New York Times stock diminish, I noticed this 
headline in last Thursday’s edition: “New York 
Times Company Adds 180,000 Digital Subscrib-
ers.” Would the Times turn a financial corner by 
giving up the printed word? The company’s strategy 
centers on building its digital products—which in-
clude Cooking, Games, Wirecutter, and now The 
Athletic—alongside its core news reports. They 
hope readers will pay more by subscribing to more 
than one offering. 

There is no question that newspapers have gone 
online and fewer trees are chopped down to put 
type on paper. However, I still get the paper edition 
of the Times (and Dusty complains when they 
throw the paper over the fence and it hits the flow-
ering bush near the door). The daily edition is $3.00 
and the Sunday edition is $6.00. When I was 11, I 
was the New York Times representative at P.S. 192. 
I sold the newspaper to my classmates for three 

cents, and delivered, each week, a four-page learn-
ing survey. 

During the past year, I sold all of my New York 
Times stock—except for one share, so I would be 
invited to the annual meeting. But, evidently, that is 
not enough to get an invitation anymore. 

The West Village is replete with good writers 
who have intriguing life histories and I would like 
them to write for our paper. The most intriguing 
and most profound review we can conduct is tracing 
our own personal histories. 

I am writing this on a miraculously beautiful No-
vember day, sitting in the garden where Sinclair 
Lewis sat when working on his first successful pub-
lished play. And I am looking at four piles of back 
issues of WestView covered in plastic, asking, where 
do we go now?

Financial logic would suggest that, like the New 
York Times, we give up much of the traditional 
considerations associated with the printed word and 
go online for a different experience. Half a century 
from now, I wonder where in the ether those words 
will be. Writing makes you think, to reach deep into 

your memory and discover a morsel of wisdom. We 
all have life memories etched in our subconscious. I 
would like to continue to capture memories in writ-
ten words, but newspapers are becoming extinct, 
and with that, the easy access to and value of the 
printed word in the manner we have been accus-
tomed to. 

We ask that you consider subscribing to West-
view News, and also ask you to reach back for those 
etched memories and share your wisdom with the 
WestView readers.

-George Capsis
Founder of WestView News

Legal Defense And Legacy Fund

It’s with mixed emotions that I read 
the compliments my readers offered 
for the 21 years of publishing Westview 
News and their despair to learn that 
Attorney Arthur Schwartz is attempt-
ing to alienate my writers and steal my 
paper.
That he committed such an egregious 

crime against me on my 95th birth-
day leaves me feeling sick. Sick at the 
duplicity of someone I thought of as a 
friend or at least intelligent enough to 
avoid blatant unnecessary cruelty.
I am sitting down to work on the Dec/

Jan issue and I’m trying to control my 
rage. If Arthur Schwartz wanted to 
start a newspaper he should have cho-
sen a new name and found his own 
staff, contributors and advertisers in-
stead of deceiving mine and risking the 
penalties associated with intentional 
intellectual property theft, mail fraud, 
identity theft, and false advertising 
amongst other crimes.

What Arthur did was unconscionable, 
reprehensible, and cause for him to be 
disbarred and lose his license to prac-
tice law.
I have retained a legal firm to stop Ar-

thur and his co-conspirators from com-
mitting any further crimes against me. 
Although I served a Cease and Desist 
letter requesting that Arthur, Kim and 
Liza stop using Westview News and my 
proprietary materials (that I have col-
lected over the last 21 years) and stop 
contacting my writers and advertisers, 
they refuse.

Through the years from time to time, 
Arthur has tried to use his legal skills 
and slight of hand to position himself 
to gain control of Westview.

In the early days Arthur (who was 
always running for something) ap-
proached me with an offer to place 
$30.000.00 worth of ads in my paper 

over a 36-month period of time in ex-
change for a 1% ownership in West-
view. He was trying to put a legal hook 
into my paper.

Lucky for me (and you) Arthur nev-
er reached the threshold to acquire 
the 1% interest in WestView and the 
“Agreement” (which I maintain I never 
signed) is meaningless and I retain full 
ownership of my paper (our paper).

If you are outraged at what Arthur has 
done to me and you would like to con-
tribute to my “Legal Defense and Leg-
acy Fund”, or if you would like to offer 
your time or skills to make Westview 
even better visit our website at West-
ViewNews.org

-George Capsis
Founder of West View News
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lished play. And I am looking at four piles of back 
issues of WestView covered in plastic, asking, where 
do we go now?

Financial logic would suggest that, like the New 
York Times, we give up much of the traditional 
considerations associated with the printed word and 
go online for a different experience. Half a century 
from now, I wonder where in the ether those words 
will be. Writing makes you think, to reach deep into 

your memory and discover a morsel of wisdom. We 
all have life memories etched in our subconscious. I 
would like to continue to capture memories in writ-
ten words, but newspapers are becoming extinct, 
and with that, the easy access to and value of the 
printed word in the manner we have been accus-
tomed to. 

We ask that you consider subscribing to West-
view News, and also ask you to reach back for those 
etched memories and share your wisdom with the 
WestView readers.

-George Capsis
Founder of WestView News

1 2Contribute
with QR code on the website

Subscribe
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Soldiers playing soccer in No-Man’s Land during the Christmas Truce in 1914. Credit: Universal History Archive

Friendship in War: A Lesson to Follow Today
By Anastasia Kaliabakos

The first time I learned about World 
War I was in my 6th grade history 
class. It was difficult for me and my 
classmates to wrap our young minds 
around such a destructive and bloody 
world event at such a young age —  so 
much so that I think our teacher 
noticed the palpable sadness we all felt 
after discussing battle after ruthless 
battle. Therefore, one day during our 
World War I unit, we were taught 
about one odd event that occurred over 
the course of this dark war that has 
remained with me for years.

During the first Christmas of the 
war, in 1914, there were a few brief 
hours during which men from both 
sides on the Western Front laid down 
their arms, came out of the trenches, 
and partook in food, games, and 
comradeship with one another. This 
famous Christmas Truce was actually 
unofficial and prohibited. Many 
officers on both sides of the war 
disapproved of the truce and actually 
ensured that it would not happen again 
over the course of the war. However, 
while it lasted, the truce was said to be 
magical. As the Wall Street Journal 

wrote “What appears from the winter 
fog and misery is a Christmas story, a 
fine Christmas story that is, in truth, 
the most faded and tattered of adjec-
tives: inspiring.”

Murmurs that a truce was going to 
happen began to circulate on Christ-
mas Eve. In the early hours of the 
night, the Germans lit up their 
trenches and began to sing Christmas 
carols. This emboldened the British 
soldiers on the other side to begin 
singing as well. Soon, scouts on both 
sides began walking through no man’s 
land between the trenches to meet one 
another. They still were cautious at this 
point, and most of the officers in 
command were fearful that the other 
side would pull a trick and attack. One 
soldier said, “For some little time we 
were cautious, and did not even 
answer. Officers, fearing treachery, 
ordered the men to be silent. But up 
and down our line one heard the men 
answering that Christmas greeting 
from the enemy. How could we resist 
wishing each other a Merry Christ-
mas, even though we might be at each 
other’s throats immediately after-
wards? So we kept up a running 
conversation with the Germans, all the 

while our hands ready on our rifles. 
Blood and peace, enmity and fraterni-
ty —  war’s most amazing paradox. The 
night wore on to dawn —  a night 
made easier by songs from the Ger-
man trenches, the pipings of piccolos 
and from our broad lines laughter and 
Christmas carols. Not a shot was 
fired.”

At this point in the war, even 
though it was still early on, the 
soldiers were exhuasted and really 
desired a ceasefire. Christmas was the 
perfect excuse to bring one about and 
ushered in festivities for the tired 
soldiers to share in as well. For exam-
ple, there was the legendary “foot-
ball”—soccer —  game between the 
Germans and the British. The story 
has it that the match played between 
the two sides went on until the early 
morning and the Germans claimed to 
have won, 3–2. One soldier recounted, 
“The mist was slow to clear and 
suddenly my orderly threw himself 
into my dugout to say that both the 
German and Scottish soldiers had 
come out of their trenches and were 
fraternizing along the front. I grabbed 
my binoculars and looking cautiously 
over the parapet saw the incredible 

sight of our soldiers exchanging 
cigarettes, schnapps and chocolate 
with the enemy. Later a Scottish 
soldier appeared with a football which 
seemed to come from nowhere and a 
few minutes later a real football match 
got underway. The Scots marked their 
goal mouth with their strange caps 
and we did the same with ours. It was 
far from easy to play on the frozen 
ground, but we continued, keeping 
rigorously to the rules, despite the fact 
that it only lasted an hour and that we 
had no referee. A great many of the 
passes went wide, but all the amateur 
footballers, although they must have 
been very tired, played with huge 
enthusiasm.”

Even though the soldiers were forced 
to return to battle the next day, they 
were able to see the light in a terrible 
situation and come together to cele-
brate a holiday that had meaning to 
them. In the same way, we today in 
America may also be divided on 
political, social, or other issues. How-
ever, during this holiday season, it is 
important to put our differences aside 
and to enjoy one another in camarade-
rie and joy as the Germans and British 
did during their Christmas truce.
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By Mark Faulk 

Last month, I gave what was, hopefully at 
least, an understandable overview of a de-
cades-long  Wall Street scam called naked 
short selling, which made headlines in the 
aftermath of the 2008 economic collapse 
as major Wall Street firms claimed to be 
harmed (some driven into bankruptcy) by 
unscrupulous traders flooding the market 
with electronic counterfeit shares of bank 
stocks, artificially driving down the share 
prices.
Then, in early 2021, naked short sell-

ing made national headlines again when a 
group of retail investors on Reddit teamed 
up to create a buying frenzy in the stock 
of GameStop (NYSE: GME), which had 
somehow had 140% of its stock shorted, 
meaning short sellers had “borrowed” and 
sold 40% more GameStop stock than even 
existed. 
So the question becomes: if this has been 

documented as going on for well over two 
decades, costing retail investors hundreds 
of billions or even trillions of dollars, why 
hasn’t the SEC or Congress stepped in to 
put a halt to it? 
The reality is that those same Wall Street 

firms who were crying victim were them-
selves the primary predators who destroyed 
as many as a thousand companies and wiped 

out the savings of a generation utilizing the 
same illegal practice in the decade leading 
up to the 2008 meltdown. Once the banks 
and brokers were rescued by the SEC’s un-
characteristic swift action to protect them 
against unscrupulous trading, and then 
bailed out by taxpayers, they then wielded 
their enormous power to once again kill any 
meaningful reform and enforcement of na-
ked short selling. In other words, they went 
from predator to victim, and then, saved 
from their own nefarious schemes by regu-
lators and taxpayers, back to predator again. 
In 2005, the late John Harmer, former 

Lieutenant Governor and California Attor-
ney General under Ronald Reagan, worked 
with then U.S. Senator Bob Bennett and 
others to try to rein in naked short selling 
but hit a stone wall erected by Wall Street 
and their broker owned trading entity the 
Depository Trust Clearing Corporation. 
He described his conversations with then 
SEC Chairman William Donaldson in the 
2012 documentary The Wall Street Con-
spiracy, “He was contemptuous, ‘you people 
shouldn’t meddle in this, you don’t really 
know what you’re getting into, leave it to 
us,’…the members of the Black Priesthood 
if you will…’to take care of it.’”
So here we are, over two decades after 

grassroots efforts to clean up Wall Street 
were stymied by the most powerful people 

in the world, and still naked short selling 
in all its incarnations and mutations is sys-
temically robbing millions of Americans of 
their retirement funds and life savings. 
Attorney Wes Christian, who has spent 

the past two decades representing compa-
nies harmed or even destroyed by naked 
short selling, said “Wall Street used to make 
money by taking companies public and 
doing things to build the companies up. 
They had a great moral purpose and a great 
human purpose, and a role in society that 
helped people who are inventors or who 
wanted to help grow technology,”
But the last two to three decades has 

changed that. According to Christian, 
“Where we are today is Wall Street is still 
rigging the market. They don’t really care 
what happens or what the residual effect is 
to their actions, they just want to make the 
money. Wall Street has changed its mantra, 
it’s changed its goal in life. Its goal in life 
currently is to take risk-less bets and do 
it with other people’s money, whether it’s 
their own clients or whether it’s the pension 
funds of America. 
Under the new Chairman Gary Gensler, 

the SEC has shown signs of taking a more 
aggressive stance against Wall Street fraud, 
so there is some hope for the future. But in 
the meantime, what can \the average inves-
tor do to protect themselves from predatory 

naked short selling?
“The first thing is, take your shares out of 

a margin account,” advises Wes Christian. 
“Don’t let them borrow against your shares, 
because that’s what gives them the legal 
right to loan your shares to short sellers. 
Secondly, keep your shares in a cash account 
where they can’t legally take your shares and 
use them against you to drive down the val-
ue of your portfolio.”
In the same way that GameStop investors 

teamed up to fight back against predatory 
hedge funds, investors have to join togeth-
er to collectively protect their investments 
against rampant market fraud. 
The sequel to The Wall Street Conspira-

cy, entitled The Wall Street Conspiracy ll: 
Down the Rabbit Hole, produced by Kristi-
na Leigh Copeland, Joanie Klar, and Mark 
Faulk, is currently in pre-production. 
(contribute at www.wallstreetconspira-

cyrabbithole.com)

Mark Faulk is a longtime social justice activ-
ist, author, and filmmaker. He was the writer 
and field director for The Wall Street Conspir-
acy and is the author of The Naked Truth: In-
vesting in the Stock Play of a Lifetime. He is 
currently at work on the docuseries Voices in a 
Jailhouse, due to be completed by spring 2023.

Mike Maynar was a marine. He understands commitment 
and hard work. Together with Creatd’s Founder and CEO 
Jeremy Frommer, he has put together the first organized public 
protest against abusive trading practices and naked short sell-
ing of public securities. Not since occupy wall street protests of 
the last decade has so much attention been brought to the plight 
of the retail investor. He intends on taking the movement right 
to the front door of the SEC.

Mike has described his journey to us. 

“I got into investing late in my life, almost at the age of 
40, and I decided to start researching companies to figure 
out how to invest in stocks, and which stocks to invest in. 
Through that, I found other folks that were looking to invest 
in stocks utilizing social media through places like Twitter, 
Facebook, Reddit, Discord, and so on. As a community, we 
started to learn together as we shared information and did 
due diligence on the companies. That’s when I found out 
about AMC and GameStop and started to learn about these 
heavily shorted manipulated stocks. The longer I stayed in 
those communities, the more information I obtained; the 
more corruption I discovered in the stock market. 
I saw how the average person, often referred to as the 99%–

the ones at work every day, that show up, boot up to make a 
good living so they can take care of their families–ultimate-
ly, they are the ones that pay the price when these folks on 
Wall Street get greedy. Of all the things that I discovered 
being in these communities, researching and hearing the 
methods that hedge funds, market makers, and prime bro-
kers utilize to maximize their profits, the one that hurt me 
the most was the fact that these guys found a way to make 
more money running good companies out of business. 
The really sad part is that the SEC, which is supposed to be 

the enforcement division of the stock market, sits idly there 
just like they did with Madoff. No matter how many tweets 

we send them, how many times we watch Gary Gensler and 
his interviews, we still see no change for us, the average re-
tail investors. Unfortunately, it’s almost as if we see that our 
own government or SEC is just as corrupt as those on Wall 
Street. And even worse, the average person out there–the 
working class, the middle class, the 99%–they don’t even 
see it.
They pay faithfully into their 401(k) plans, and into their 

retirement plans, hoping that they’ll build up enough for 
their retirement so they can enjoy it but unfortunately, I see 

more and more retired folks having to come out of retire-
ment just to survive because their savings accounts are con-
tinuously destroyed and ran down.
Being a former Marine and having been willing to fight 

and die for my country, I saw that this corruption was hurt-
ing my fellow Americans and I could no longer sit back and 
watch it without being willing to stand up, speak out, and 
draw the 99% together to unite. If anything, do this for your 
children and their futures. I am doing it for my 6 children.
That’s why, about five months ago, I decided to start in-

troducing what I call “Being M.A.D.” Mass Awareness 
Days. On January 27 and 28th, all of retail, no matter what 
stock you may own, will come together, and stand shoul-
der-to-shoulder in front of the SEC offices. I have already 
received the permit to head up the Washington DC corpo-
rate location, where I hope many other folks will take the 
time to come and join us.  My whole reason behind these 
Mass Awareness Days, or Occupy SEC 2023, is to show 
that we are uniting to let those on Wall Street and our own 
government know that we, the 99%, are fed up.”
The protest is expected to attract a large crowd including 

retail investors, indusrty specialists as well as CEOs of com-
pany’s that have been damaged by the systemic issues cause 
by naked short selling of Stock. 

Said CEO of Creatd (OTCQB:CRTD)as well as the 
founder of CEOBLOC.com Jeremy Frommer, “It is time 
to take the movement to the next level. We are demanding 
action in the form of legislation and prosecution of individ-
uals participating in nefarious behavior in the public mar-
kets. No CEO can succeed if the deck is stacked against 
them. United we can stand against the odds and shift the 
balance in favor of the retail investor, empowering the 99% 
is the mission.

Naked Short Selling: Wall Street Wins, You Lose 

What is Occupy SEC2023?
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By Alan M. Pollack

As a securities litigator for many years, I 
believe that our capital markets are under 
attack, not by terrorists or hostile foreign 
countries, but by brokerage firms, their 
hedge fund clients and large institutional 
investors who engage in Naked Short Sell-
ing and Spoofing.  These trading strategies 
are forms of market manipulation that have 
destroyed emerging and small cap compa-
nies, caused the loss of billions of dollars in 
pension, profit-sharing and savings accounts 
of working-class citizens, undermined the 
integrity and efficiency of our stock mar-
kets, and placed billions of dollars of illegal 
profits in the pockets of the manipulators.  
This article will provide a general overview 
of how these schemes work and the impact 
they have on our capital markets.

A. SHORT AND NAKED SHORT 
SELLING
To understand how Naked Short Selling 

works, it is important to first understand 
how short selling works.  Short sellers bet 
against the success of a company because, 
they only make money when stock prices 
decline and lose money when prices rise.  
Short sellers are therefore motivated to tar-
get and expose overvalued companies that 
are concealing accounting irregularities, 
product defects and management incompe-
tence, or are subject to industry sector price 
fluctuations. 
The mechanics of a lawful short sale are as 

follows: a seller, who believes that the share 
price of a security will decline, locates shares 
or has a reasonable basis to believe that 
shares can be located, and thereafter bor-
rows and sells these shares to a buyer.  Typ-
ically, a brokerage firm will locate and lend 
these shares for a fee.  If the market price 
of the shares declines after they are sold, 
the short seller will purchase in the open 
market, shares at the lower price, and deliv-
er them to the lender to replace the shares 
that were originally borrowed and sold.  The 
profit a short seller earns is the difference 

between the price it sold the borrowed 
shares at and the price it paid to repurchase 
the shares that are returned to the lender, 
net of borrowing costs and commissions 
paid to the lender broker.  However, the risk 
to the Short Seller is that, if the share price 
of the security rises, rather than declines, the 
seller must cover the loan by buying shares 
at a higher price than the cost at which the 
shares were originally sold. 
While short selling is a legal trading strat-

egy and serves as a counterweight to com-
panies trading at artificially inflated prices, 
Naked Short Selling is an unlawful trading 
strategy where short sellers do not locate or 
borrow shares and “fail to deliver” autho-
rized shares to the buyer.  In a naked short 
selling scheme, “phantom” or “fake” shares 
are sold to an unsuspecting buyer, which are 
recorded by the buyer’s broker as an “entitle-
ment.”  This “entitlement” is the functional 
equivalent in the securities industry of an 
“IOU,” which can remain unpaid for years.  
When a monthly or quarterly account state-
ment is sent by a broker to their customer, 
the statement does not mention the exis-
tence of an entitlement or that a book entry 
was created in lieu of the actual delivery of 
the securities themselves.
In order to insure the payment of large fees 

and accommodate the naked short selling 
of their large institutional or hedge funds 
clients, brokers will intentionally mismark 
order tickets to falsely represent that shares 
can be located or offer to loan the same 
shares dozens of times to different clients.  
These practices create phantom shares that 
are sold but not authorized by the company 
and dilute the value of shares that are au-
thorized and issued by the company.  When 
crooked brokers want to conceal their un-
lawful practices from regulators, they may 
take shares from other customer accounts 
to make deliveries, thereby not creating a 
public Fail to Deliver, exposing their actions 
and being able to stay naked indefinitely.  
Even when dishonest brokers are caught 
red-handed by regulators and fined, they 
consider such punishment as merely the 
cost of doing business. 
Once the phantom or fake shares are in 

circulation, there is nothing to stop a new 
round of naked shorting from occurring.  
Naked Short Selling schemes frequently 
target micro-cap companies that are traded 
over the counter and emerging companies 
that are traded on NASDAQ.  These types 
of companies are particularly vulnerable to 
the downward pressure generated by un-
relenting naked short selling that causes 
the company’s share price to decline, until 
filing for bankruptcy becomes inevitable.  
Naked short selling schemes that are per-
petrated by sophisticated fraudsters, often 
involve negative articles about the target 
company being written or tweeted on the 
internet by anonymous writers.  The intent 
of these misleading statements is to cause 
shareholders to sell their securities in order 
to limit their losses.  As more shareholders 

sell, the trading profit of the short selling 
increases because excessive supply coupled 
with a diminished demand drives the price 
down.  When a naked short selling scheme 
causes a company to file a petition for bank-
ruptcy, the naked short seller has won the 
“jackpot” because it is not required to deliv-
er the shares or pay taxes on the profits. The 
payment of taxes only accrues, when and if, 
their position in the stock is closed, not if 
the company files for bankruptcy.   
To place in context the impact and mag-

nitude of the naked short selling problem 
in our capital markets, it is estimated by 
industry experts that there are trillions of 
phantom shares being circulated, hundreds 
of emerging and small cap companies have 
been driven out of business by this practice 
and in 2020 there was an average of 7.4 bil-
lion Fail to Deliver shares- daily!

B. SPOOFING
Spoofing is another predatory market ma-

nipulation practice that is used to drive share 
price downward. The objective of a spoofing 
scheme is to distort the publicly available 
information concerning the actual sup-
ply and demand of the targeted company’s 
securities. This objective is accomplished 
by the spoofer placing in the Limit Order 
Book (“LOB”) or Inter-Dealer Quotation 
System (“IDQS”) hundreds or thousands 
of “Baiting Orders” that have no legitimate 
financial purpose and are never intended to 
be executed. The purpose of these Baiting 
Orders is to create a false illusion or arti-
ficial perception of market interest (either 
negative or positive) that will generate a 
response from other market participants 
to follow either the selling or buying signal 
created by the Baiting Orders.  This is com-
monly referred to as the “pile-on” effect.  If 
the goal of the spoofing scheme is to drive 
the price of the targeted company’s secu-
rities downward, the spoofer will flood the 
market with Baiting Orders to Sell, which 
are intended to “trick” other market partic-
ipants into selling their securities in order 
to minimize or avoid suffering losses in a 
declining market.
Shortly after the Baiting Orders are 

placed, the spoofer will place, sometimes 
within a nano or millisecond, on the oppo-
site side of the LOB or IDQS, Executing 
Orders to Buy. These orders are intended 
to be executed at the lower price caused by 
the Baiting Orders to Sell. Immediately af-
ter placing the Executing Order to buy, the 
spoofer will cancel the Baiting Orders to 
Sell, which completes the spoofing cycle.  If 
the spoofer’s goal is to drive the price of a 
security upward, the process is similar ex-
cept that the spoofer places Baiting Orders 
to Buy and Executing Orders to Sell at the 
manipulated higher price. 
Spoofing schemes to either buy or sell are 

used multiple times during a trading day 
and are repeated throughout a protracted 
trading period. To maximize the speed of 
their market access and execution of their 

trading strategies, spoofers typically uti-
lize algorithmic trading programs through 
high-frequency trading computer systems 
which enable thousands of Baiting Orders 
to be placed and cancelled in a matter of 
nano or milliseconds.  Like naked short 
selling, spoofing is used to destroy compa-
nies and cause their shareholders to lose 
billions of dollars in investments.  Recent-
ly the SEC imposed fines and penalties on 
JP Morgan, which was caught spoofing in 
the metals market, in the amount of $920 
million. However, as industry experts have 
observed, regulatory fines have only a de 
minimis deterrent effect because like fines 
for short selling they are also treated as the 
cost of doing business.

C. CONCLUSION
Brokerage firms are charged with the reg-

ulatory duty of serving as “gate-keepers” of 
our exchanges and are required to monitor 
and surveil the trading activities of their 
clients and their own traders.  Howev-
er, certain brokerage firms are facilitating 
the destruction of shareholder equity and 
emerging companies by turning a blind eye 
and deaf ear to these market manipulation 
schemes in order to realize billions of dol-
lars in fees and commissions.  
When Michael Douglas played Gor-

don Gekko in the movie “Wall Street,” he 
famously declared that “Greed is good.”  
While most people would disagree with 
this statement, the obsession on Wall Street 
with making money through unlawful mar-
ket manipulation schemes is undeniable.  
Not every broker-dealer on Wall Street acts 
unlawfully.  However, based on the signif-
icant increase in regulatory investigations, 
fines and punishments, the problem of mar-
ket manipulation has become systemic in 
our capital markets.
When broker-dealers either intentionally 

orchestrate or passively ignore trades where 
phantom shares are created or authorized, 
or knowingly place orders that have no le-
gitimate financial purpose and are not in-
tended to be executed in orders to trick un-
suspecting investors to buy or sell securities, 
some observers of our capital markets have 
called this activity---”fraud on the market.”

In future articles, we will discuss the roles 
the SEC and FINRA have played in inves-
tigating and prosecuting Naked Short Sell-
ers and Spoofing, and to what extent these 
agencies are part of the problem.

Alan M. Pollack is a partner in the New York 
City law firm of Warshaw Burstein, LLP.  Mr. 
Pollack specializes in representing individu-
al investors and corporations who have been 
defrauded in market manipulation schemes.  
This article is not intended as legal advice.  If a 
reader believes that they have been victimized 
by a market manipulation scheme, they should 
consult with their own attorney for advice and 
guidance.

Our Capital Markets Are Under Siege

Photo: A Dope Artist
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By Brian J. Pape, 
AIA, LEED-AP

53–61  Gansevoort Street was 
constructed in 1887, at the time of 
the widening of Gansevoort Street, 
during one of the major phases of 
development of the area, when 
buildings were constructed for pro-
duce and food-related businesses. 
An extension of Washington Street 
from Little West 12th Street to 
West 14th Street, undoubtedly in 
response to the increase in traffic to 
the markets, meant these longer 
and broader streets contributed to 
the district’s character. For nearly a 
century, from 1847  to 1942, this 
property belonged to the promi-
nent Goelet family that held exten-
sive real estate in Manhattan.

The Gansevoort Market Histor-
ic District is the only remaining 
marketplace district aside from 
Tribeca that served the once-flour-
ishing Hudson River commercial 
waterfront. Gansevoort Street (for-
merly Great Kill Road, renamed in 
1837) and the riverside Fort Gan-
sevoort (1812) were named for 
Revolutionary War General Peter 
Gansevoort (who died in 1812). 
The fort had to make way in 
1851 for infill and freight yards for 
the shipping piers.

This imposing vernacular-style 
building, which is largely intact, 
contributes to the historical-
ly-mixed architectural character 
and varied uses, including mar-
ket-related functions, of the Gan-
sevoort Market Historic District. 
The building further contributes to 
the visual cohesion of the district 
through its brick and stone facades, 
metal canopy, cast-iron storefronts, 
and the fact that it is one of seven 
buildings in the district designed 
by architect Joseph M. Dunn, an 
established architect in New York 
by 1872 who remained in practice 
through at least 1894.

Dunn executed a number of 
commissions for the Goelet family 
during his career, e. g., 823, 825, 
827, and 829  Washington Street 
(1880), 400 West 14th Street (aka 
37–45  Ninth Avenue, 1886), 
414 West 14th Street (1887), and 
this 53–61  Gansevoort Street 
(1887). Dunn’s commercial work 
included stores in the SoHo-Cast 
Iron Historic District, including 
the cast iron-fronted 47–49 Mer-

cer Street (1872–73) for Alexander 
Roux, 39–45  Wooster Street 
(1884–85), and the Neo-Grec style 
cast iron-fronted 857  Broadway 
(1884) for Peter Goelet in the La-
dies’ Mile Historic District.

Visual cohesion is provided to 
the historic district streetscapes by 
the predominance of brick as a fa-

cade material, the presence of 
buildings designed by the same ar-
chitects, the existence of metal can-
opies originally installed for market 
purposes, the one-to-six-story 
scale. and the Belgian block paving 
still visible on most streets. The 
street layout is shaped by the tran-
sition between the irregular pattern 

of northwestern Greenwich Vil-
lage (as  far north as Gansevoort 
Street) and the grid of the Com-
missioner’s Plan of 1811.

One of the district’s unique 
qualities is that earlier buildings 
were retained and altered for mar-
ket uses, creating mixed use con-
sisting of single-family houses, 
multi-family dwellings, and indus-
trial buildings. The stretch of Ninth 
Avenue between Gansevoort and 
West 15th Streets offers a vista of a 
distinctive Manhattan streetscape 
featuring twenty buildings of the 
1840s. The area’s early mixed use is 
evident in the rare surviving early 
factory building on a flat-
iron-shaped lot at 669–685  Hud-
son Street (ca. 1849–60) built for 
Col. Silas C. Herring, a nationally 
significant manufacturer of safes 
and locks. Another business from 
this period was the woodworklng 
factory of the prominent building 
firm of James C. Hoe & Co. (ca. 

1850–54) at 52–58  Gansevoort 
Street.

The second factor spurring de-
velopment within the historic dis-
trict was the 1878 partition of real 
estate owned by the Astor family, 
which had remained underdevel-
oped since John Jacob Astor I’s ac-
quisition in 1819. Of the 104 build-
ings in the district, over one third 
of them were constructed by the 
Astors and related family members.

Now RH has developed RH 
Guesthouse, a 14-bed hotel in the 
five-story building at 55  Gan-
sevoort Street. In the rooms, Euro-
pean oak walls, floors, ceilings and 
moldings flow into two full bath-
rooms of vein-matched Italian 
travertine slabs. A wall of 
south-facing soundproof windows 
and architectural lighting update 
the details. The architect is Caro-
line Otto of Tribeca-based Ander-
son Architects, with preservation 
consultant Jacqueline Peu-Duval-
lon.

Their rooftop addition had been 
the biggest sticking point for the 
LPC, but it now appears masked 
behind a restoration-style parapet. 
The rooftop offers an architectural 
oasis of sculpted hedges and Lon-
don Plane trees surrounding a 40-
foot mosaic infinity pool with pan-
oramic views of downtown New 
York, Freedom Tower, and the 
Hudson River; a spa pool is perched 
on the building’s edge. Morning 
breakfast, afternoon lunch, and 
candlelit dinner is offered on the 
private dining terrace year-round, 
as well as on the ground floor.

Like many restaurateurs, RH has 
taken advantage of the sidewalk 
area under the canopies to enclose 
a seating area for its restaurant. The 
faire is reportedly nothing to write 
home about, especially for the pric-
es, e. g. 14 oz. Westholme Austra-
lian Wagyu wood-grilled for $125, 
or organic Giannone chicken, nat-
ural jus, rosemary, and garlic (half 
for $42  or whole for $84), and 
whole Branzino, wood-grilled, ol-
ive oil, and lemon for $56. The 
gourmet pantry offers a selection of 
charcuterie, crudités, berries, and a 
fresh baguette.

Brian J. Pape is a citizen architect 
in private practice serving on the 
Manhattan District 2  Community 
Board Landmarks Committee and 
Quality of Life Committee (speaking 
solely in a personal, not an official, 
capacity). He is also co-chair of the 
American Institute of Architects NY 
Design for Aging Committee, a 
member of AIANY Historic Build-
ings and Housing Committees, is 
LEED AP “Green” certified, and is a 
journalist specializing in architec-
ture subjects

Then&Now
Gansevoort’s RH Guesthouse

In this 1930’s photo, 53-61 Gansevoort 
Street had painted horizontal advertising 
bands for its produce and food-related 
businesses. Note the railroad tracks on 
the street paving. THEN: The Landmarks 
Preservation Commission designation 
report for the historic district, dated 
September 9, 2003, describes the history 
of the market and the building. 
Credit: NYC Municipal Archives.

55 Gansevoort Street has been transformed into a guesthouse 
for Restoration Hardware. Note the unusual curved glass and 
sash corner windows, matching historic-style windows. Credit: 
B.J. Pape.
NOW: The residential and industrial area transformed over the 
years to a marketplace, then as a meatpacking district, and 
now as a shopping and dining magnet. Down at Washington 
Street is the hustle and bustle of the Highline, the Whitney 
Museum by Renzo Piano Building Workshop (2016), and the 
338-room Standard Hotel, Beer Garden, and Grill, by Ennead 
Architects (formerly Polshek Partnership), completed in 2009. 
Home interiors company Restoration Hardware (RH) has a 
store at 9 Ninth Avenue, aka 7 Little West 12th Street, having 
added two glassy floors with a restaurant above a gutted out 
two-story shell of old brick facades.
Credit: B. J. Pape.

53-61 Gansevoort Street, aka Lot 60 above, an acute triangle, comes 
from the odd plan of the lot. Credit: LPC.
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By Richard Wegal

Sometimes our cities get the unwarranted 
reputation as being cold, dangerous and un-
friendly places to live. Many of our Euro-
pean friends often remark how much they 
love New York, but that they could never 
live here.They remember the sky scrapers 
often obscuring the sun,  bustling streets 
with honking horns, ambulance sirens and  
the ominous and ubiquitous steam rising 
from our streets. Do any of us really under-
stand why that steam is there? I guess it is 
just one of those things we accept blindly 
as a fact of life of living in New York. Our 
friends’ opinions of the  city often change, 
however, when they see where we live on 
Grove Street. They never expect to see a 
street lined with stately trees forming a sort 
of gothic canopy protecting our block. They 
are surprised to see the  quaint birdhouses 
often hidden in plain sight giving the block 
some needed and welcome color in the win-
tery months when the Autumn leaves have 
fallen. They are amazed to see the beautiful 
flowers and selected greenery that abounds 
in the tree-wells around every tree, not only 
on Grove Street, but on the surrounding 
streets such as Bedford, Barrow and Com-
merce.  They marvel at the lack of traffic and 
have even chuckled at the sight of a cat lying 
peacefully and undisturbed  in the middle 
of Commerce street near The Cherry Lane 
Theatre. Our city, however, has another se-
cret weapon that allows for many social in-
teractions that often are not present in the 
suburbs.  There, most things now seem to 
be oriented to the back of the house where 
often residents drive home from work di-
rectly into their garages never even seeing 
the neighbors.  They enter the house from 
the garage to enjoy their back yard, pool or 
outside deck.  What do we have that they 
often do not have?  This secret weapon to 
which i refer is THE STOOP!
It comes from the Dutch word STOEP 

which literally means step or tiny front 
porch. If one is observant, one can still  see 
the remnants of our Dutch history as New 
Amsterdam. For example, just notice the top 
of 75 1/2 Bedford Street, often called the 
skinniest house in New York or the Edna St. 
Vincent Millay House, and you will see  the 
stair like roofline in the traditional Dutch 
Style. There are many more examples of this, 
but you have to look up.
With the adoption of the 1811 Manhattan 

grid plan, the city eliminated alleyways, and 
since the houses had no back doors acces-
sible from the street, homeowners and the 
newly emerging  middle class  had to find 
a way to segregate the servants.  So  the 
stoop became the answer to this “problem”. 
Visitors and those who lived in the house, 
climbed the stairs and entered the main door 
of the house while servants, delivery people 
and tradesmen ducked under the stoop and 
entered a second entrance which brought 

them usually straight into the kitchen.
As New Amsterdam became New York 

and the City began to prosper in the 1800s, 
the brownstones became taller and grand-
er and the size of their stoops and front 
doors reflected and echoed that growth. 
If you look at the more elegant houses on 
parts of Washington Square and the blocks 
north between 5th and 6th Avenues, you 
can notice some the front doors are double 
the size of their neighbors. This increase in 
door and stoop size allowed its residents to 
have larger and more ornate furniture, often 
including grand pianos, delivered into the 
home. in contrast, many Dutch row houses  
still have hooks attached to the front  al-
lowing ropes to hoist the furniture through 
the front windows. It is interesting to note 
that the Dutch are taxed according to how 
many windows they have on the front of 
their house. To respond to this law, enter-
prising and thrifty Dutch citizens enlarged 
the size of their windows which allowed for 
fewer windows facing the street. Another 
interesting cultural difference between the 
Dutch and many Americans is that in a city 
like Amsterdam, you can frequently look 
directly into the houses because the Dutch 
often do not have curtains or shades in the 
living rooms and kitchens. Their philosophy 
is that “We have nothing to hide, and we are 
proud of having just what we need. So have 
a look and also notice how neat and clean 
everything is.”   Ah the Dutch. We can learn 
a lot from them on so many levels.
I doubt that the fine ladies and gentlemen 

of the Gilded Age of New York ever sat on 
their front stoops gossiping with neigh-
bors, but as times and fashions changed, the 
stoop became an integral part of New York 
life. How many American films show kids 
playing stick ball in the streets while their  
watchful mothers sat on the front stoops 
kvetching with neighbors.  The stoop also 
became a place where men could gather 
to smoke a cigar or talk business or sports. 
Some people to this day, use their stoop as 
an extension of their living room to read, 
write, conduct business or socialize with 
fiends.
 I remember when I first moved to Grove 

Street in 1974, I would often pass by nu-
merous older ladies on Bedford Street 
who would drag their colorful  lawn chairs 
onto the sidewalk to get a little sun and to 
chat with neighbors. Where there were no 
stoops, the sidewalk provided a viable alter-
native. I miss those ladies.
I feel so lucky that although I do not live in 

a Brownstone, my building at 35 Grove has 
3 identical stoops with southern exposure. it 
was once 3  tenement buildings, that were 
combined and renovated in 1973 into du-
plex and triplex apartments . Over the years 
these stoops have been my refuge as a place 
to sit outside with my dog, talk with neigh-
bors, read a book, or meet and assist tourists 
often looking for directions.  
The stoop is where I courted my husband 

Michael and  wooed him with a cup of cof-

fee  a bottle of water and dog biscuits for his 
dog. We are still together 23 years later so 
it essays to have worked.  It is where I have 
listened to neighbors strumming their gui-
tars, and  others singing folksongs, or even 
opera,  sometimes well, often not. We have 
even  held informal bock association meet-
ings there. So if you want to be in touch 
with the pulse of your block and the latest 
news and gossip, sit on your STOOP. and if 
you don’t have one, borrow someone else’s 
for a short while. 
Some cities like Louisville, Kentucky have 

Front of the house nights where everyone 
brings their dining room table to the front 
lawn to have dinner or at least  eat while 
sitting on the front steps of their house 
or apartment building. They are encour-

aged to talk to their neighbors and perhaps 
even meet them for the first time.  What a 
charming and novel idea.
I don’t want to paint too rosy a picture of 

Village life because we have all experienced 
the negative impact of people sitting on our 
stoops and behaving badly.   But I  do think 
that  the pros outnumber the cons.
Jane Jacobs, one time Village resident and 

champion of urban living once said “Stoops 
are as essential to the health of a city as 
parks, sidewalks and street life.”
So even though STOOP is not a very aes-

thetically pleasing sounding word, they do 
provide not only accessibility into our build-
ings, but they offer a great opportunity to 
interact with others in this enchanting and 
magical place called Greenwich Village.

THE SECRET WEAPON OF URBAN LIVING

One of the many beautiful bird houses in West Village. Photo Dusty Berke
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Specializing in homes with private 
outdoor space in Brookyln, 
Manhattan and London.

Kris Sylvester 
Licensed Associate Real Estate Broker
Kris.Sylvester@Compass.com
M: 646.456.5217 
UK: +44 (0)740.588.3271

Kris Sylvester is a licensed real estate associate broker affiliated with Compass. Compass is a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. 111 Fifth Avenue, 6th Floor New York NY 10003. 
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Exclusive Private Membership Clubs Spread in West Village
By Brian J. Pape, AIA, LEED AP

The Jane Hotel operation at 113 Jane Street is now the Jane 
Street Social Club, a private membership club. Credit: BJ Pape.

After 114 years, the Jane Hotel operation at 113 Jane Street, 
facing West Street, ended on November 18, 2022. Completed in 
1908 for the American Seaman’s Friend Society Sailors’ Home 
and Institute, it was built as a hotel for sailors, with cabin-like 
rooms. Designed by William A. Boring, the architect renowned 
for Ellis Island’s immigrant station, the well-known and land-
marked hotel was refurbished on its centennial in 2008. The for-
mer theater inside the hotel had previously been turned into a 
ballroom.

In February of this year, San Vicente Bungalows (SVB) pre-
sented to the Community Board 2 Manhattan (CB2) a transfer 
application of an existing liquor license for the Jane Hotel to the 
Jane Street Social Club Inc, for a total of 18,909 sf area on five 
floors and a roof deck. In the application, SVB is described as “a 
private membership club designed to attract a diverse communi-
ty of individuals, each contributing something unique to its soul 
and experience. With highly personalized, old-world service in 
an atmosphere that is elegant, inviting, and cozy, SVB is a desti-
nation for discerning people bound by common interests and a 
desire for dynamic social interaction.” The SVB private clubs 
started in West Hollywood. Jeff Klein, the operator behind the 
change at the Jane Street Hotel, currently holds licenses at City 
Club, 55 West 44th Street, and Monkey Bar, 60 East 54th Street.

An effort to provide an ADA lift from the sidewalk to the 
lower level was commendable, but the plans by Stonehill Taylor 
Architects seem to be preliminary, not resolving access to both 
the hotel space and the club space; they show separate elevators 
for the two parts. Now, as a private club, the divisions may be 
inconsequential. The jury is out on how the changes will affect 
the neighbors.

South of the Jane Hotel, 401 West Operator LLC applied to 
the CB2 for a new tavern wine license to operate a café and 
wine bar within the ground floor storefront. 401 West is a new 
residential hotel to be operated as an exclusive private member-
ship club. The seven-story, mixed-use building, between 
Charles and West 10th Streets in the West Village, has been 
under construction for several years. The interior café of 215 sq. 
ft., with three tables and six patron seats, will be open to the 
public despite the café/wine bar being located in the private 
membership club. There are also plans for a lower level dining 
space for members.

Soho House has been located at 29–35 Ninth Avenue, be-
tween West 13th and 14th Streets in the West Village, for many 
years, occupying the upper floors and roof deck of a mixed-use, 
six-story loft building, ca. 1910, now owned by Michael Cayre. 
Soho House is a group of private membership clubs, originally 
aimed at those in the arts, politics, and media, in London, En-
gland. The company now operates clubs, hotels and venues 
around the world. It is selective. Members are drawn mainly 
from the media, arts and fashion industries. The company went 
public in July of 2021, trading under the name Membership 
Collective Group. The organization plans to use the money 
raised to pay down debt and finance further expansion. As a 
members club, this Soho House offers dining, cafes, lounges and 
roof deck entertainment spaces.

Michael Cayre, the landlord and principle behind HC Oper-
ator Inc., also presented to the Community Board 2 Manhattan 
(CB2) a new private membership club application for 401–
403 West 13th Street, with a full- service restaurant operated by 
famous restaurateur Jean-Georges Vongerichten. This is in the 
same building as Soho House and the Rolex watch store, at 29–
35 Ninth Avenue. Mr. Cayre also holds licenses for Casa Cipri-
ani at 10 South Street at the historic Battery Maritime Terminal, 
another private membership franchise with multiple locations.

At 401–403 West 13th Street, Mr. Cayre plans to include a 
library, music lounge, and meeting spaces in addition to the 

restaurant space. Saying he’s “not doing this for the money, 
therefore this will be a not-for-profit,” Mr. Cayre noted that 
membership, although by invitation, will not be based on an in-
dividual’s wealth, but rather on people’s common interests and a 
desire for dynamic social interaction.

HC Operator Inc. presented conflicting information to the 
CB2  at the November hearing. Documents regarding the 
12,000 sf cellar called for both 350 and 270 seats. The new entry 
on 13th Street showed a new lift from the sidewalk to the first-
floor vestibule, but did not show the new elevator to be added 
going down to the lower level. They also stated that they had 
dropped plans for a shared entry on Ninth Avenue, shown with 
elevators to Soho House. Due to the incomplete information, 

the CB2 committee voted to deny the application for now.
To many neighbors, this is a stealth trend that transforms the 

West Village from the friendly, casual, open-to-all neighbor-
hood toward an exclusive members-only enclave, where you are 
not welcome unless you have lots of money for memberships.

Brian J. Pape is a citizen architect in private practice serving on 
the Manhattan District 2 Community Board Landmarks Commit-
tee and, the Quality of Life Committee (speaking solely in a personal, 
and not an official capacity). He is also co-chair of the American In-
stitute of Architects NY Design for Aging Committee, a member of 
AIANY Historic Buildings and Housing Committees, is LEED AP 
“Green” certified, and is a journalist specializing in architecture sub-
jects.

The cellar level of 401-403 West 13th Street is where Michael Cayre 
plans to operate a library, music lounge, and meeting spaces, along 
with the restaurant space for his new not-for-profit private 
membership club. Credit: HC Operator Inc.

At 401 West Street is a new residential hotel to 
be operated as an exclusive private membership 
club with a café and wine bar within the ground 
floor store front. Credit: BJ Pape.

In the same building as Soho House, at 29-35 Ninth Avenue, and the 
Rolex watch storefront on the corner, 401-403 West 13th Street will soon 
accommodate a new private club on the lower level. Credit: BJ Pape.

The Jane Hotel operation at 113 Jane Street 
is now the Jane Street Social Club, a private 
membership club. Credit: BJ Pape.

The Jane Street Social Club Inc. 
will occupy the entire former Jane 

Hotel, for a total of 18,909 sf area 
on five floors and a roof deck. 

This is the cellar floor plan.  
Credit: Stonehill Taylor Architects.
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New York City —  A Sorcerer’s Garden of 5G Cell Towers
By Jill McManus

Virginie Glaenzer, a resident of 520 E. 90th 
Street on the Upper East Side of New York 
City, woke up one October morning to find 
that a huge pole holding a tall metal canister 
had bloomed less than ten feet from her win-
dow. It was smack in her face and blocking her 
pleasant view of the green playing field across 
the way. No advance notice, no consent, no dis-
cussion. She was upset. Other residents saw it 
in their windows too. Management told them 
they knew nothing about it. They asked a work-
er in the street what the pole was for, and he 
told them it was a 5G cell tower to provide bet-
ter coverage of the area, and that they were go-
ing up all over the city. Not to worry, it wasn’t 
turned on yet, he said. The only sign residents 
had seen previous to the pole’s appearance was 
construction and an orange can with a notice 
saying “Protected Street Light Repair.”

Some of the residents could see from above a 
sticker on top of a metal box midway up the 
pole. It read: “Radiation exposure may be above 
public exposure limits.” They took a picture of it 
and posted it on social media. A few days later 
the sticker was gone.

Meanwhile, the families were angry about 
the intruding pole and alarmed about risks to 
their health. They were aware that there are 
harms and the threat of cancer from pro-
longed exposure to microwave radiation and 
the pulsed modulated frequencies of 4G and 
5G radiation. One young couple, Chelsea and 
Joe Formica, were concerned about their five-
month-old child; Everett Young, who wears a 
Pacemaker, wondered if it would still work. 
And they realized the property value of their 
homes would decrease by about 20%. They 
wanted the pole gone, or at least moved across 
the street or further way.

The residents reached out to their local and 
state government representatives for help in 
contacting the Office of Technology and In-
novation (OTI  —  formerly the Department 
of Information and Telecommunications), the 
city agency that directs the program. By the 
Telecommunication Act of 1996, siting of 
poles is placed in the hands of local govern-
ment. But local governments have been misled 
to believe, falsely (and maybe for their own 
convenience), that it is a Federal issue and 
“their hands are tied.” The FCC’s and tele-
coms’ attempts to usurp this right were chal-
lenged successfully in New York in a recent 
case, ExteNet v. Village of Flower Hill case 
where the judge ruled that that the New York 
Second Circuit precedents override the FCC’s 
interpretation of the Act, and that the munic-
ipality has the power to allow or deny a loca-
tion for a telecom pole. The precedents require 
that telecoms meet their legal burden of proof, 
that there is a gap in phone service and that 
the least intrusive means is used to fill that 
gap. In the Flower Hill case, ExteNet did not 
meet it, and the court upheld the denial of 
their application. By the terms of New York 
City’s franchise agreement to complete the 
building of 11,600 5G poles and kiosks, signed 
under the auspices of former Mayor Bill de 

Blasio in 2020, the Community Boards are re-
quired to be notified if poles are less than ten 
feet from the building. The pole on 90th Street 
is a bit less. But Community Board 8 had not 
been notified.

Assembly Member Rebecca Seawright sup-
ports the removal of this pole. One OTI 
member responded to local representatives’ 
probing with the false argument that the sit-
ing was in the hands of the FCC. Another said 
the pole was actually 10 feet away and the bul-
bous top was also ten feet away, causing King 
Lau, one of the residents, to quip that it must 
be a leaning tower, leaning away from the 
building. The lead counsel for ExteNet, when 
asked if the company would voluntarily move 
the installation pole, said it would cost “tens of 
thousands of dollars” to move it. The company 
wouldn’t take it upon itself to move it; it was 
OTI’s decision. And, he said, the antenna 
points outward to the street. (But beam-di-
rected waves move around to connect with 
nearby phones.) Further discussions are un-
derway. Local legislators have taken an oath, 
after all, to help protect constituents’ rights.

Other East Side residents are also dealing 
with cell towers in their windows. These in-
clude Olga Humphrey on East 76th Street, and 
Alessandro Frati on East 83rd Street. Their 
fierce desire to get the towers moved, as well as 
that of the residents of E. 90th Street and prob-
ably many other New Yorkers who will be get-
ting an “October Surprise” in coming months, 
will be ongoing. They are taking actions to 
shield their apartment with special paint and 
carbonized cloth drapes, and some are raising 
funds for a lawyer. But what of tenants who 
can’t afford time for fundraising for a lawsuit?

When will other city legislators take a stand 
on this increasingly contentious issue? It will 
probably take a series of major lawsuits or 
Congressional investigations into why the 
FCC, mandated to promote safety of life and 
property by the Communications Act of 1934, 
is not protecting these. Local legislators have 
taken an oath of office, after all, to help protect 
constituents’ rights and safety.

Besides the large poles and kiosks, some 
4,000 Jumbo 5G poles are proposed for “un-
derserved areas,” and advertised as “closing the 
digital divide.” These poles, looking like fat 
alien “lollipops” and 32 feet high (about third 
floor window height), have already been in-
stalled in at least half a dozen locations so far 
in lower Manhattan and several in the bor-
oughs. One can assume the schedule is kept 
secret to forestall protest.

Can it be legal for the telecom companies, 
which do not monitor power levels and cannot 
even attest to the safety of the emissions from 
these towers, to place them wherever they 
want them? They claim to need line-of-sight 
access to use short-length millimeter waves to 
power up the millions of cell phones down-
loading Netflix and to activate devices of the 
Internet of Things (and Bodies), and eventual-
ly self-driving cars. The telecom industry is 
lured by a glittering dream of vast profits, and 
they are goaded onward by the US govern-
ment and the military, who envision 5G as 
necessary for world domination. Some of the 
5G frequencies being used by the towers can 
be shared and possibly be used for crowd con-
trol by burning the skin (Active Denial). They 
may also enable facial recognition.

What kind of future and what kind of land-

scape do we want? A seeming prison camp 
where we are surveilled at every move from 
rooftops and poles, where access to our cell 
phone conversations and videos of our door-
ways are available to police and other authori-
ties, where our freedom to purchase goods is 
based on social scores built through facial rec-
ognition as in China, our personal data sold 
for profit to third parties for whatever purpose, 
and our bodies gradually disrupted to the 
point where we can no longer work or func-
tion at all from radiation sickness. Some 
3–10% of the population is electro-magneti-
cally sensitive and already ailing. Thousands of 
peer-reviewed scientific studies show the 
harms –disturbances such as insomnia, tinni-
tus, neurological and behavioral changes, 
changes in heart rate, hormonal changes that 
lead to diabetes and thyroid problems, and tu-
mors and cancers of the brain and inner ear. 
We have seen effects of beamed microwaves 
on embassy staffs in many countries–it’s 
known as the “Havana Syndrome.”

The energy cost of wireless is about three 
times that of fiber optic cable, and it is energy 
intensive on an already heating planet. We 
don’t yet know how much the microwave emis-
sions might be contributing to warming. We 
don’t know the effects of tens of thousands of 
satellites emitting 5G on the electric function-
ing of the ionosphere and on us. What could 
go wrong? Get an RF meter and measure your 
own surroundings, your phone, your household 
appliances, nearby cell towers and base sta-
tions! Like your meter, you’ll be on alarm.

On the lighter side, consider: nuclear facili-
ties, power grids, cars, airplanes, your “smart 
meter” or doorbell, and anything connected by 
5G is hackable by a cell phone. Surely, as former 
FCC Chairman Tom Wheeler has even stated, 
this presents a problem for “national security.” 
We need a national policy rethink.

Does anyone remember that all New York-
ers were promised fiber to the premises by 
2014? Fiber optic cable to devices is not easily 
hacked. It’s faster, more reliable and more fu-
ture-oriented than wireless. It does not by it-
self emit radiation! But our public utility Ver-
izon eased the money from local rate increase 
into their wireless division for the more profit-
able 5G buildout. Someone finally noticed the 
disappeared billions: accountant Bruce Kush-
nick. (See: The Irregulators v. FCC). That mon-
ey could pay for fiber for the “last mile” instead 
of wireless. Who will act on this?

Let’s get rid of “smart.” Let’s keep cell 
phones away from our bodies and our chil-
dren, give up cell phone use except for an 
emergency call, and do our data-searching and 
school studies by fiber. Let’s stop the deploy-
ment of these ugly and intrusive poles which 
are unnecessary and already obsolete.

We don’t know what, exactly, 5G is, but it is 
clearly a way station to further control of our 
lives by technology and AI. We need to take 
action now to stop  —  not sit back and al-
low —  this takeover of our human rights and 
personal privacy.

Jill McManus, a writer and composer living in 
NYC

 Cell tower at 520 E. 90th Street [Credit: Virginie Glaenzer]
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By Les Jamieson

Fast Track to New York 5G Microwaved 
City
We’ve been living in a wireless world since 

the earliest cell phone and home WiFi net-
works, roughly 30 years. Now we’re up to 
the Fifth Generation of wireless transmis-
sion technology commonly known as 5G. 
For decades more there have been hundreds 
of scientists warning of adverse impacts of 
electromagnetic frequencies on the health 
of humans, animals, and plant life. There 
have been widespread adverse impacts from 
proximity to even 4G cell phone towers re-
sulting in cancers and deaths. The Ramazz-
ini Institute in Italy based its study which 
began in 2005 on lower levels of radio fre-
quency radiation than what wireless anten-
nas are emitting. Just as alarming is that 
the telecoms and utilities installing digital 
meters claim they are in compliance with 
FCC safety guidelines set back in 1996, far 
before the proliferation of wireless antennas 
and devices we are now surrounded by. Even 
before 5G, a consortium of 240 scientists 
made an appeal to the United Nations for a 
global moratorium.
When researching the scope of wireless 

transmission equipment installed in urban 
areas, the term “densification” arises. For res-
idents of New York City, with over 11,600 
pole-mounted wireless antennas, and innu-
merable buildings with roof-top antennas, 

our neighborhoods have experienced den-
sification over recent years. In all but a few 
sections of the city, we can’t walk 3 blocks 
without being exposed to a wireless trans-
mitter. The major telecoms each show maps 
and brag on how much 5G coverage they 
offer. Now, we are seeing 5G Jumbo Poles 
crop up in front of people’s dwellings, with 
no warning, as part of a plan to install 4,000 
of these futuristic looking 30-ft. towers that 
would be more appropriate in a Mad Max 
sci-fi shock film in which humanity is taken 
to the brink. 
If we were to ask, “Has there been long 

term studies on the safety of 5G wireless 
transmission?”, the answer would be no. 
Let’s remember that in early 2022 there 
were mainstream news headlines about the 
airline industry complaining that 5G tow-
ers near airports would emit frequencies 
causing disruption to airline navigation 
systems. It shouldn’t be hard to imagine 
what these frequencies do to living cells. 
According to the Environmental Health 
Trust, an independent non-profit research 
group, “Peer-reviewed research has linked a 
myriad of adverse effects to wireless radiof-
requency radiation including brain cancer, 
breast cancer, DNA damage, thyroid can-
cer, memory damage, sperm damage, brain 
damage, headaches, diabetes, hyperactiv-
ity, liver damage, oxidative stress, behavior 
problems, synergistic effects, altered brain 
activity, tumor promotion, impaired growth 

and more.” Furthermore, the type of elec-
tromagnetic frequencies we are being in-
undated by contains irregular bursts lasting 
milliseconds called “pulsed-modulated” ra-
diation. The National Institute of Health’s 
Pubmed database has articles on this issue, 
including a study saying “that pulse-mod-
ulated RF radiation causes oxidative injury 
in liver, lung, testis and heart tissues me-
diated by lipid peroxidation, increased lev-
el of NOx and suppression of antioxidant 
defense mechanism.” Is all this just being 
unduly concerned over an imagined dan-
ger that we can disregard? According to 
Dr. Martin Pall, PhD, “Because all wireless 
communications devices communicate via 
modulating pulsations, and the smarter they 
are the more they pulse, and therefore, more 
dangerous they will tend to be.  The industry 
universally ignores the great importance of 
pulsation.”
From the telecom industry standpoint, the 

bottom line is that 5G is good for their bot-
tom line. They get to sell another generation 
of cell phones and related hardware. But 
buyer beware of the claim that we need a 
densified forest of thousands of 5G Jumbo 
Poles and transmitters throughout the city 
for better cell phone reception and capaci-
ty for “smart home” gadgets. Much smaller 
relay transmitters are available for that pur-
pose. 
Think of scenarios in which industries 

were able to release toxic waste into com-

munities due to an absence of regulations, 
not to mention an absence of ethics. Over 
several years, maybe a few decades, a cluster 
of diseases and suffering became evident. 
There are far too many examples of prod-
ucts distributed for mass consumption such 
as asbestos, tobacco products, pharmaceuti-
cal drugs, Teflon, and “forever chemicals”, 
that were insufficiently tested and wound up 
causing irreparable harms. We have a duty 
to avoid this same scenario. We must realize 
that countries such as Italy, India, Russia, 
China, and many more have far stricter reg-
ulations on wireless transmission levels. For 
institutions to be in compliance with the 
American Disabilities Act, people disabled 
due to electromagnetic sensitivity must be 
accommodated. Insurance companies re-
fuse to cover harms resulting from electro-
magnetic radiation. These points should be 
sobering for anyone who would categorize 
this information as “conspiracy theory”.
In summary, a thorough knowledge based 

on independent, peer-reviewed science must 
be objectively reviewed to understand the 
impact of 5G, and all wireless technologies 
on our health, economics, privacy, cyber-se-
curity, energy consumption, and a myriad of 
effects on our environment. Until our policy 
makers and residents gain this understand-
ing, we would be wise to make better use 
of our public spaces and densify them with 
living pole structures, namely, trees.

Excerpted from: https://manhattanneigh-
bors.org/real-estate-survey-results-neigh-
borhood-cell-towers-antennas-do-they-im-
pact-a-propertys-desirability/

Given the growing proliferation of elec-
tromagnetic fields, in our homes, offices, 
schools and public places, as well as media 
coverage on the topic and mushrooming 
activism, many people, and especially real 
estate brokers, investors and lawyers, want 
to keep an eye on the public’s level of aware-
ness about the risks. They are concerned 
for what liabilities might exist for brokers, 
building owners, building management 
companies, schools and coop and condo 
Boards. Will parties be able to find a safe 
harbor under the woefully inadequate FCC 
Radiofrequency guidelines, which only 
address thermal (or heating) effects of the 
radiation, not biological effects occurring 
from other aspects of exposure, such as the 
peaks and pulsing, the duration of exposure, 
and the cumulative effects? Or will those 
who knowingly allow radiating antennas be 
at risk?
A survey was conducted by the National 

Institute for Science, Law and Public Poli-

cy in June 2014 called: “Neighborhood Cell 
Towers & Antennas—Do They Impact a 
Property’s Desirability?” The survey was 
completed by 1,000 respondents. It circulat-
ed online through email and social network-
ing sites, in both the U.S. and abroad, and 
sought to determine if nearby cell towers 
and antennas, or wireless antennas placed 
on top of or on the side of a building, would 
impact a home buyer’s or renter’s interest in 
a real estate property. (The survey did not 
ask about antennas in elevator shafts, as it 
was not known at that time that this was 
occurring).
The overwhelming majority of respon-

dents (94%) reported that cell towers and 
antennas in a neighborhood or on a build-
ing would impact interest in a property and 
the price they would be willing to pay for 
it. And 79% said under no circumstances 
would they ever purchase or rent a property 
within a few blocks of a cell tower or an-
tenna.
• 94% said a nearby cell tower or group 

of antennas would negatively impact inter-
est in a property or the price they would be 
willing to pay for it.
• 94% said a cell tower or group of anten-

nas on top of, or attached to, an apartment 
building would negatively impact interest 
in the apartment building or the price they 
would be willing to pay for it.
• 95% said they would opt to buy or rent 

a property that had zero antennas on the 
building over a comparable property that 
had several antennas on the building.
• 79% said under no circumstances would 

they ever purchase or rent a property within 
a few blocks of a cell tower or antennas.
• 88% said that under no circumstances 

would they ever purchase or rent a property 
with a cell tower or group of antennas on 
top of, or attached to, the apartment build-
ing.
• 89% said they were generally concerned 

about the increasing number of cell towers 
and antennas in their residential neighbor-
hood.
The National Institute for Science, Law 

and Public Policy (NISLAPP) was curi-
ous if respondents had previous experience 
with physical or cognitive effects of wireless 
radiation, or if their concern about neigh-
borhood antennas was unrelated to personal 
experience with the radiation. Of the 1,000 
respondents, 57% had previously experi-

enced cognitive effects from radiation emit-
ted by a cell phone, wireless router, portable 
phone, utility smart meter, or neighborhood 
antenna or cell tower, and 43% had not ex-
perienced cognitive effects. 63% of respon-
dents had previously experienced physical 
effects from these devices or neighborhood 
towers and antennas and 37% had not expe-
rienced physical effects.
COMMENTARY: As awareness of the 

hazards of EMF exposure continue to in-
crease, combined with the negative visual 
impact on the esthetics of our neighbor-
hoods, property owners have already experi-
enced a loss in values throughout the coun-
try. Owners of New York City properties 
will undoubtedly want to take measures to 
avoid loss in value. Also, as more and more 
installations of 5G antennas are placed 
throughout the city, including the 4,000 
5G Jumbo Poles that are being planned for, 
symptoms of electrosensivity can be expect-
ed to increase. These symptoms include: in-
somnia, fatigue, headaches, tinnitus, cardio-
vascular issues, neurological pain, to name 
a few. You can learn much more at www.
manhattanneighbors.org and www.newyo-
rkers4wiredtech.com.

Fast Track to New York 5G Microwaved City

REAL ESTATE SURVEY: NEIGHBORHOOD ANTENNAS
—DO THEY IMPACT BUYERS INTEREST?
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There is No Such Thing 
as a Post-hurricane World

No Existe Un Mundo Poshuracan: Puerto Rican Art in the Wake of Hurricane Maria
At The Whitney Museum

By Hannah Reimann

From November 23, 2022  —  April 23, 
2023, the walls and walkways of the 6th floor 
of The Whitney Museum will be covered with 
colorful paintings, large screen videos, instal-
lation art, photographs, sculpture and poetry 
of 20  multigenerational artists from Puerto 
Rico and the diaspora. All the works were 
made between 2017  and 2022, responses to 
Hurricane Maria, its aftermath, and other 
natural disasters. More significantly, it traces 
and artistically expresses the political, so-
cio-economic circumstances and multi-facet-
ed wreckage this colony of the United States 
faced before, during and after the disasters, 
plus how the rest of the world responded and 
did not respond to its losses. I  learned more 
about Puerto Rico and what it has suffered in 
recent years than I have in any news report or 
NPR radio hour —  and this is not at all a crit-
icism of any respectable NEWS outlet —  It’s 
that the museum and the artists tell the story 
so well and, in visual and emotional terms, so 
completely.

No Existe Un Mundo Poshuracan: Puerto Ri-
can Art in the Wake of Hurricane Maria is an 
important show that has the potential to en-
lighten everyone who attends it. If you go to 
see Edward Hopper’s New York at The Whit-
ney, please head upstairs to experience this 
enormous accomplishment, the first exhibit of 
Puerto Rican art in a US museum in nearly 
fifty years. Or go to see this show alone. You 
will have plenty of food for thought for the 
entire day.

Stepping off the elevators, we are welcomed 
by a huge video screen of a 105-minute movie 
by Sofía Córdova, dawn_chorus ii: el niágara en 
bicicleta, that tells an elaborate story about 
Hurricane Maria —  a presence in the show 
that one can return to experience in several 
shorter viewings or from beginning to end 
before or after viewing the other art. There are 
comfortable couches and pillows, allowing the 
viewer to take in the images and information 
gently and with reflection.

A group of abstract works including two 
large two-sided pieces by Candida Alvarez 
mounted on the floor and a series of dark 

multi-media works by Frances Gallardo 
(Aerosols) provide context for the entire show. 
These are sophisticated, educated artists who 
have cultivated their worldview and expres-
sion from years of study in their country and 
abroad, elaborating on the overarching story 
of the exhibit in their own languages of me-
dia, a patchwork quilt of personalities united 
by strife and determination to overcome it.

Divided into five sections, the exhibit ad-
dresses 1) Resistance and Protest,

2) Processing, Grieving and Reflecting, 3) 
Fractured Infrastructures, 4) Ecology and 
Landscape and, 5) Critiques of Tourism

The curators share often overlooked facts in 

its display literature on the walls, online and 
in the catalogue. For example, in contrast to 
the reported number of 64 people who died 
from the consequences due to Hurricane Ma-
ria and its aftermath, the more accurate num-
ber is 4,645, an embarrassing discrepancy.

The outrage expressed in works like Gama-
liel Rodriguez’s painting of an exploding con-
tainer ship, Collapsed Soul, Gabriella Tor-
res-Ferrer’s sculpture of a broken street light, 
Untitled (with the quote “Value your Ameri-
can lies”) and photographs of green leaves 
embossed with scratched-in drawings and 
text (“I Don’t Recognize Dead Plants”) from 
Beintéveo by Javier Orfòn, persuade us to 

reckon with our consciences as Americans —  
how can we deal with the illness of ignorance, 
turning our faces away from our global broth-
ers and sisters in Puerto Rico? Can we agree 
that Climate Change has created an increas-
ing number of hurricanes and can we agree 
that some people are treated better than oth-
ers in the aftermath of a natural disaster? The 
fact-filled literature weaved into the exhibit 
implores the viewer to ask more questions.

A procession carries a large cross to a grave-
yard (Armig Santos’s gorgeous Procesión en 
Vieques III). A series of sheet metal panels 

Gamaliel Rodríguez, Collapsed Soul, 2020–21. Ink and acrylic on canvas, 84 × 112 in. (213.3 × 284.5 cm). © 2021 Gamaliel Rodríguez. 
Courtesy the artist and Nathalie Karg Gallery NYC. Photograph by Gamaliel Rodríguez

Culture&Cuisine

continued on page 15
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Gabriella Torres-Ferrer, 
Untitled (Valora tu 
mentira americana) 
(detail), 2018. Hurricane 
ravaged wooden 
electric post with 
statehood propaganda, 
116 × 118 × 122 in. 
(294.6 × 299.7 × 309.9 
cm). Private collection; 
courtesy the artist and 
Embajada, San Juan

Javier Orfón, 
Bientéveo, 
2018-2022. 
Inkjet print, 
97 × 176 in. 
(246.4 × 447 
cm). 
Collection of 
the artist; 
courtesy 
Hidrante, 
San Juan

Armig Santos, Procesión en Vieques III, 2022. Acrylic and oil on canvas, 84 × 72 in. (213.4 
× 182.9 cm). Collection of the artist; courtesy the artist

from decommissioned school buses (Miguel 
Luciano’s Shields/Escudos) entices us to know 
that hundreds of public schools were closed in 
the last five years. At every corner, we discover 
another angle of this complex journey of ongo-
ing fate-making decisions by the powers that 
be, whomever that happens to be for each situ-
ation. A wall of striking political posters by 
Garvin Sierra Vega is captivating, including a 
face with a closed zipper as its mouth. As we 
look closely, the disturbing graphic messages 
ask us to dig deeper and understand.

I spoke with filmmaker Sofia Gallisá Muri-
ente and installation artist Gabriella N. Báez, 
both of whose fathers died soon after Hurri-
cane Maria, Báez’s, by his own hand. She cre-
ated a tender homage to him, photographs of 
the two of them stitched with red yarn, con-
necting the various pieces together with more 
red yarn representing their bloodline, red lines 
that could never be cut.

Muriente also lost her grandmother and cre-
ated a rich and poetic piece composed from 
16mm and Super 8  film transferred to HD 
video, Celaje (Cloudscape) dedicated to her. 
I got completely lost in the dreamy images, the 
editing choices which felt spontaneous like life 
is, and the peaceful, healing quality of the piece.

What struck me the most about this exhibit 
is the unabashed loyalty, deep attachment and 
love that all the artists and Curator Marcela 
Guerrero have for their country, its people and 
their families whether it is expressed in rage, 
sardonic wit, creative beauty with historical 
references or sheer affection and poetry.

I first heard about Solutions Journalism on 
the podcast, Your Undivided Attention, created 
by Tristan Harris and Aza Raskin, founders of 
the Center for Humane Technology who made 
the award-winning film, The Social Dilemma. 
They interviewed Tina Rosenberg, a New York 
Times journalist who, with her team, has guid-

ed and trained Solutions Journalism writers 
and assisted publications. The mission of Solu-
tions Journalism is “to transform journalism so 
that all people have access to news that helps 
them envision and build a more equitable and 
sustainable world,” My understanding is that it 
aspires to make good news out of bad news via 
specific calls to action, to encourage readers to 
take a stand in the face of inequity, and to edu-
cate, inspire and create change for the better 
within communities and for the world.

No Existe Un Mundo Poshuracan: Puerto Ri-
can Art in the Wake of Hurricane Maria is not 
journalism; it is a museum exhibit. However, it 
comes as close to being a celebration of and a 
wake-up call to Solutions Journalism in a mu-
seum as I have ever seen. It is a fierce and ener-
getic effort to invite others to do the same. 
There is much more to learn than can be com-
municated in one article, so I urge you to at-
tend this groundbreaking show.

Hannah Reimann is a pro musician, author, 
and educator who has made films as an actor and 
director. Creator of strettopianoconcerts.org, she 
also studied non-fiction writing at Sarah Law-
rence College with arts critic Dale Harris (Con-
noisseur Magazine, Wall Street Journal, Opera 
News, etc.) reimann.westview@gmail.com www.
hannahreimann.com

There is No Such Thing as a Post-hurricane World  continued from page 14
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A Century After the Burning of Smyrna: 
Recognizing Turkish Genocide of Greeks in Asia Minor
By Anastasia Kaliabakos

When most people think of Greece, the 
names of beautiful islands such as San-
torini, Mykonos, and Corfu often come 
to mind. However, Greece is famous for 
more than its attractive landscapes: it is 
also known as the birthplace of democracy, 
the home of philosophers, and the land of 
countless wars and struggles. The people 
of Hellas have undergone much torment 
to preserve the cultures of their poleis, 
from the reign of the Persians from the 
sixth through fourth centuries B.C., to the 
domination of the Ottoman Empire from 
the 13th through 19th centuries. Even af-
ter Greece declared independence from the 
Turks in 1822, the struggle was not over. A 
century later, a devastating act of genocide 
would be brought against the Greek peo-
ple—an event known today as the Burning 
of Smyrna, or the Smyrna Catastrophe.

Smyrna, now called “Izmir,” believed to 
have been settled around the start of the 
third millennium B.C., was one of the most 
prominent city-states in Ionia throughout 
antiquity. Because of its strategic location 
on the Aegean coast of Anatolia, citizens 
became very prosperous and rich by the 
seventh century B.C. Smyrna is also ru-
mored to be the birthplace of Homer. 

Even Alexander the Great recognized 
the prestige of Smyrna, and sought to 
have the city strengthened and enlarged. 
The renovations he and his generals set 
in motion established Smyrna as a model 
for the “Hellenistic city.” After the advent 
of Christianity, a church was established 
there. Though the city suffered destruction 
due to an earthquake in 178 A.D., it was 
considered so important that Roman Em-
peror Marcus Aurelius had the city rebuilt. 

Smyrna’s relevance eventually faded over 
the ensuing millennium; it was ripe for the 
taking when the Ottoman Empire began 
conquering Greece in the 14th century. 
However, the Turks would have a difficult 
time maintaining an ideological hold over 

this historic polis. The influence of Greek 
culture was so salient that the Turks began 
calling the city “Smyrna of the infidels.” 
They were then forced to divide control of 
the city between Christians and Muslims.

After the liberation of Greece, Smyrna 
once again became a financial and cultural 
hub of the nation. Although the Ottomans 
continued to control the area, technically, 
most of the factories, banks, and schools 
were run and backed by Greeks, who were 
the majority of the population, numbering 
around 320,000. 10,000 Armenians also 
lived in the city, and had established them-
selves as significant players in its develop-
ment, particularly regarding their involve-
ment with the Iranian silk trade. 

After WWI, Greece (re)occupied Smyrna, 
hoping that overthrowing unjust Turkish 
rule was at hand. However, the Greeks did 
not stop with Smyrna: they decided to be-
gin a military campaign that took them deep 
into Asia Minor. What followed over the 
next two years were complex and unsuccess-
ful attempts to beat the Turks, and the Greek 
effort would ultimately end in disaster. 

By August 1922, the Greek army was 
in shambles. The Turkish leader Kemal 
Ataturk had forced them to recall thousands 

of soldiers, putting the exhausted people 
of Hellas on the defensive. Addition-
ally, Smyrna’s previously beneficial location 
was now at risk. Around 150,000 refugees 
poured into the coastal city, quickly thrust-
ing Smyrna into chaos. On September 9, 
1922, the Turkish cavalry entered Smyrna. 
By the end of the day, the Turkish army 
began killing not just soldiers, but regular 
citizens and refugees—both Greek and Ar-
menian. Metropolitan Chrysostomos, the 
leader of the Greek Orthodox diocese in 
Smyrna, was brutally tortured and murdered 
in the street. Meanwhile, the last battalion 
of Greek soldiers surrendered and, subse-
quently, were imprisoned. Despite the car-
nage raging through the polis, some Greeks 
and Armenians believed that Ataturk would 
have mercy on them and peacefully annex 
Smyrna and its people into his republic. 
They were wrong.

The Turkish troops soon set the Armenian 
section of the city on fire. The city burned for 
four days, and thousands of people burned 
alive. The cruelty of this act finally moti-
vated a British admiral to send boats out to 
evacuate people. The ships overflowed with 
Greeks and Armenians trying to escape the 
fate of being flayed or burned to charcoal in 

the streets of their once beautiful homeland.
Soon, Ataturk decreed that any refu-

gee remaining in Smyrna by October 1st 
would be deported to central Anatolia. But 
this was a lie. Deportations began imme-
diately. It is estimated that 160,000 people 
were deported to central Anatolia and pos-
sibly 100,000 Greeks and Armenians were 
murdered during a few days.

100 years after this act of genocide, the 
Turkish government still refuses to admit 
to the atrocities. In 2021, the Turkish news 
outlet Yeni Safak published a piece blaming 
“Armenian gangs” for the fires, and actually 
referred to the event as the “Liberation of 
Izmir.” The article begins by stating, “Ar-
menian gangs broke out among the per-
petrators of the great fire that destroyed 25 
thousand real estates and killed 10 thousand 
people in Izmir, which was experiencing the 
joy of liberation from the Greek occupation 
a hundred years ago.” It is shameful this 
kind of misinformation is allowed to remain 
on the internet, and therefore necessary to 
make the true history of the Smyrna Catas-
trophe as accessible as possible; the innocent 
people who lost their lives long ago must be 
justly vindicated. 

When you think of Greece, instead of 
thinking of summer vacations and even 
philosophical theories, I propose that you 
think of strength in the face of suffering. 
Remember the innocent refugees in Smyr-
na who did not take part in military opera-
tions but still were brutally murdered for 
their religion and ethnicity. 

Anastasia (Stacey) Kaliabakos, a graduate 
of the Brearley School, is currently a Dana 
Scholar at the College of the Holy Cross, 
majoring in classics and philosophy. She is an 
opinions editor for Holy Cross’ newspaper, 
The Spire, editor-in-chief of the Parnas-
sus Classical Journal, and an avid matcha 
latte consumer. Anastasia has been featured 
in NEO Magazine, The Villager, and The 
National Herald. She has contributed to 
WestView News since 2018.
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By Angela Monntefinise

I started working at the Whitney Museum 
of American Art in July. It was an absolute 
dream come true for a kid from Queens 
whose love of art began 34 years earlier on 
a second grade class trip to the Whitney’s 
former location on the Upper East Side. 
It was on that trip that I first laid eyes on 

Edward Hopper’s “Early Sunday Morning.” 
Before viewing that painting, I had never 
thought much about fine art. It just wasn’t a 
part of my world. But there was something 
about that Hopper. It was like a lightning 
strike. It immediately made me think about 
who lived in the buildings depicted. Why 
did some put up shades and some didn’t? 
Where was everyone? What did my street 
look like while everyone was still sleeping 
on Sunday morning? I still remember like 
it was yesterday the way the docent ex-
plained that Hopper purposely blurred out 
any identifying addresses or street signs so 
the street both looked familiar but could be 
anywhere. 
That visit to the Whitney sparked a love 

affair with art that has only grown stronger. 
I continued to visit art museums in New 
York City throughout my adult life. I be-
came a member of the Whitney, and have 
taken my two young children to its Meat-
packing District location since before they 
could walk. It was the first place my now 
eight-year-old daughter was ever inspired 
to sit down on the floor and start drawing. 
There is something about the Whitney—
with its commitment to not just contempo-
rary art but the artists themselves—that is 
just so inspiring.
After spending 10 years in journalism and 

nearly 13 at The New York Public Library 
(another wonderful NYC institution), it 

is my honor to now work at the Whitney, 
spreading the word about a place that is 
pure magic. When WestView News offered 
me and my colleagues the opportunity to 
write about the Museum for the incredi-
ble community we are part of, we excitedly 
jumped at the chance.

This holiday season there is so much to 
see at what I hope is your favorite neigh-
borhood museum, including Edward Hop-
per’s New York, the first-ever exploration of 
Hopper’s relationship to the city he called 
home for decades (he lived and created in 
Greenwich Village just blocks from the 
Whitney’s current location, in the heart of 
WestView territory). The show includes 
over 200 Hopper artworks—from rarely 
seen drawings to iconic paintings—as well 
as never-before-seen personal artifacts from 
the Whitney’s Sanborn Hopper Archive. 
It is an incredible show, and how appropri-

ate that it’s the first one that opened during 
my tenure at the Whitney. It feels meant to 
be. 
In addition to Hopper, the Whitney is 

presenting no existe un mundo poshuracán: 
Puerto Rican Art in the Wake of Hurricane 
Maria, the first survey of Puerto Rican art 
at a major art museum in 50 years, as well 
as highlights from our permanent collec-
tion, the incredible video installation Two 
Lizards, and more. We also offer art-related 
programming every weekend for kids and 
teens. Admission for kids and teens is al-
ways free at the Whitney!
I certainly hope you’ll walk over and visit 

us (and maybe even consider membership: 
three visits in a year and it has paid for itself. 
Makes a good gift, too). 
As for me, my colleagues and I look for-

ward to sharing a behind-the-scenes look at 

the Whitney over the next few months. For 
example: on my desk on the fourth floor of 
the Museum is a framed postcard of Hop-
per’s Early Sunday Morning. It’s the exact 
postcard I purchased on that second grade 
class trip in 1988 with the $5 my mom gave 
me for a volunteer. I kept it all these years, 
and now it serves as inspiration as I work 
alongside brilliant colleagues to ensure all 
visitors find the painting that inspires them. 

Which piece of art will it be for you? 

Angela Montefinise is the Chief Commu-
nications & Content Officer at The Whitney 
Museum of American Art, whitney.org. She 
can be reached at 

angela_montefinise@whitney.org

Hop To It: The Whitney Has Plenty To See 
This Holiday Season

Edward Hopper, Early Sunday Morning, 1930. Oil on canvas, 35 3/16 × 60 1/4 in. (89.4 × 153 cm). 
Whitney Museum of American Art, New York; purchase, with funds from Gertrude Vanderbilt Whitney 
31.426 © 2022 Heirs of Josephine N. Hopper/Licensed by Artists Rights Society (ARS), New York

Edward Hopper, Manhattan Bridge, 1925–26. Watercolor and graphite pencil on paper, 13 15/16 × 19 
15/16 in. (35.4 × 50.6 cm). Whitney Museum of American Art, New York; Josephine N. Hopper Bequest 
70.1098 © 2022 Heirs of Josephine N. Hopper/Licensed by Artists Rights Society (ARS), New York

Edward Hopper, Queensborough Bridge, 1913. Oil on canvas, 25 7/8 × 38 1/8 in. (65.7 × 96.8 cm). 
Whitney Museum of American Art, New York; Josephine N. Hopper Bequest 70.1184. © 2022 Heirs of 
Josephine N. Hopper/Licensed by Artists Rights Society (ARS), New York

Angela Momntefinise at The Whitney in front of 
Edward Hoppers “Early Sunday Morning’ the 
painting that has insipred her love of art since she 
was a child.  Photo: Angela Momntefinise
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ON VIEW AT  
THE WHITNEY

HOPPER’S 
NEW YORK

Edward Hopper, City Roofs, 1932. Oil on canvas. Whitney 
Museum of American Art, New York; promised gift of  
an anonymous donor P.2016.11. © 2022 Heirs of Josephine N. 
Hopper/Licensed by Artists Rights Society (ARS), New York

Edward Hopper’s New York is sponsored by

This exhibition is also  sponsored by

          

Whitney Museum of American Art
99 Gansevoort Street

This holiday season, give the gift of  
a Whitney membership  
Free admission and access to special events  
all year long, right in the neighborhood.
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NINA CHANEL ABNEY PRESENTS NYC 
LOVE, A NEW MURAL FOR THE HIGH LINE

Abney’s Joyous New Commission Celebrates the Excitement of New York 
City in her Recreations of its Classic Iconography

New York, NY (November 17, 2022)— 
A new mural by artist Nina Chanel Abney 
titled NYC LOVE is newly on view on the 
High Line this week. NYC LOVE is a cel-
ebration of New York City via its iconogra-
phy, and is located on one of the city’s most 
popular destinations for tourists and locals 
alike. The mural is on view for a year, from 
November 2022  though Fall 2023, on the 
High Line at 22nd Street.

For the High Line, Abney realizes NYC 
LOVE, a new mural that celebrates the 
feeling of first arriving in New York City. 
Featuring the many icons of New York —  
pizza slices and the Statue of Liberty, plen-
ty of pigeons, and one Big Apple —  Ab-
ney’s mural rides the subway, floats along 
the waterfront, and takes in all the city has 
to offer. NYC LOVE graces the High Line, 
an icon in itself that welcomes millions of 
New Yorkers and visitors alike to enjoy the 
many offerings of the bustling metropolis.

NYC LOVE is representative of Abney’s 
first years as a student and tourist in New 
York City —  an ode to the feeling of new-
ness and unfamiliarity that breeds excite-
ment and possibility. When the artist 
moved to New York in 2005, she would 
meander through the city streets from 
Chelsea to Times Square, seduced by the 
hustle and bustle, bright lights, and the idea 
of a sleepless city. All of the “touristy” icons 
that most lifetime and long-time New 
Yorkers take for granted were gratifying 
and glossy to Abney, a self-described Mid-
western suburbanite. NYC LOVE recreates 
the joy of first experiencing those stimulat-
ing sights, sounds, and flavors in Abney’s 
signature bright colors and geometric 
forms.

Nina Chanel Abney creates paintings, 
prints, and large-scale mural installations 
that reflect the frenzied pace of contempo-
rary life. In a single painting she may merge 
influences from news and politics, celebrity 
culture and gossip blogs, social media, art 
history, and popular television shows, all 
gathered together to express the overabun-
dance of contemporary culture. Layering 
spray paint and acrylic paint, Abney com-
poses scenes of everyday life with graphic, 
angular figures posed against bright, geo-
metric backgrounds. In one of her recent 
series of works, Abney sets out to realize a 
rural Black queer utopia, inspired by the 
time she spent escaping New York City 
during the pandemic.

ABOUT THE ARTIST
Nina Chanel Abney (b. 1982, Chicago, 

Illinois) lives and works in New York, 
New York. Abney has had solo presenta-
tions at Lincoln Center for the Perform-
ing Arts, New York, New York, (2022); 
ICA Miami, Florida (2022); The Con-
temporary Dayton, Ohio (2021); Institute 
of Contemporary Art, Boston, Massachu-
setts (2020); Norton Museum of Art, 
West Palm Beach, Florida (2019); and 
Palais de Tokyo, Paris, France (2018). Her 
work has been exhibited in group exhibi-
tions including Men of Change: Power. 
Triumph. Truth., National Underground 
Railroad Freedom Center, Cincinnati, 
Ohio (2019), traveling to Washington 
State History Museum, Tacoma, Wash-
ington (2019–2020); California African 
American Museum, Los Angeles, Cali-
fornia (2020); and The Thomas Gilcrease 
Institute of American History and Art, 
Tulsa, Oklahoma (2020–2021); 30 Amer-
icans, Barnes Foundation, Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania (2019–2020), and the 12th 
Gwangju Biennale, South Korea (2018).

ABOUT HIGH LINE ART
Founded in 2009, High Line Art com-

missions and produces a wide array of art-
work, including site-specific commissions, 
exhibitions, performances, video pro-

grams, and a series of billboard interven-
tions. Led by Cecilia Alemani, the Don-
ald R. Mullen, Jr. Director & Chief 
Curator of High Line Art, and presented 
by the High Line, the art program invites 
artists to think of creative ways to engage 
with the unique architecture, history, and 
design of the park, and to foster a produc-
tive dialogue with the surrounding neigh-
borhood and urban landscape.

For more information about High Line 
Art, please visit thehighline.org/art. the-
highline.org/art.

ABOUT THE HIGH LINE
The High Line is both a nonprofit orga-

nization and a public park on the West 
Side of Manhattan. Through our work 
with communities on and off the High 
Line, we’re devoted to reimagining public 
spaces to create connected, healthy neigh-
borhoods and cities.

Built on a historic, elevated rail line, the 
High Line was always intended to be 
more than a park. You can walk through 
gardens, view art, experience a perfor-
mance, enjoy food and beverage, or con-
nect with friends and neighbors  —  all 
while enjoying a unique perspective of 
New York City.

Nearly 100% of our annual budget 
comes through donations. The High Line 

is owned by the City of New York and we 
operate under a license agreement with 
NYC Parks. 

For more information, visit thehighline.
org and follow us on Facebook, Twitter, 
Instagram.

SUPPORT
Lead support for High Line Art comes 

from Amanda and Don Mullen. Major 
support for High Line Art is provided by 
Shelley Fox Aarons and Philip E. Aarons, 
The Brown Foundation, Inc., and Charina 
Endowment Fund. Project support for 
High Line Art is provided by Charlotte 
Feng Ford, Scintilla Foundation, The 
Andy Warhol Foundation for the Visual 
Arts, and Vivian and James Zelter. High 
Line Art is supported, in part, with public 
funds from the New York State Council 
on the Arts with the support of Governor 
Kathy Hochul and the New York State 
Legislature, and from the New York City 
Department of Cultural Affairs in part-
nership with the New York City Council.

Nina Chanel Abney, NYC LOVE, is 
made possible, in part, by an in-kind dona-
tion from Morgenstern Capital and Can-
vas Property Group. Additional in-kind 
support is provided by Overall Murals.

@HighLineArtNYC @ninachanel

Photo by Timothy Schenck. Courtesy of the High Line.
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Interview by. Danielle Sevier 
Produced by.  Mike Persico

DS: I’m here with Roberto 
Monticello, known as the “Mayor of 
the Meatpacking”. So, Roberto, how 
long have you been in the Meat-
packing District? 
RM: Now would be 47 years. 
DS: Wow.
RM: 48 in November. 
DS: And in those 48 years. How 
drastic have the changes been to the 
neighborhood? What was it like 
living there at that time? 
RM: Completely I mean, it’s 
another world. For a long time, it 
was a very dangerous area. Mostly 
very bad at night and everything 
illegal was going on.
DS: Yes, I remember.
RM: People would get killed. There 
was an Italian place over in 
Washington, a little Italian place, 
which was supposed to be a place to 

repair cars and you could eat off the 
floor. It was not anything with 
repair. I mean, the Whitney had two 
buildings. The first building was 
where the prostitutes would bring 
their customers. They were always 
getting either mugged or they were 
mugging someone. It was one or the 
other it was insane, the whole thing. 
And the other building was what 
people in the neighborhood used to 
call “America’s most wanted Meat-
packing”. It was full of fugitives from 
the law. 
DS: What kind of neighborhood 
would you like it to be? What would 
you like to see hap- pening 
now?
RM: An arts 
district. 

DS: Yes, I agree
RM: Most big cities in the world 
almost all have an arts district, right? 
DS: Correct 
RM: Why not the Meatpacking? 
The Meatpacking doesn’’t compete 
with housing. The Meatpacking is 
known by everybody. You know 
what I mean? And, at the same time, 
there’’s a lot of problems with real 
estate. There are only big companies, 
the big conglomerates that can 
afford to have businesses there. So, 
let’s save it and bring the artists back 
there. The artists are leaving New 

York. Well, let’’s find a place 
for the artist to go to. 
DS: And are you trying 

to organize 
something to 

make this happen? 
RM: My problem is that I’m doing 
a documentary of a human traffick-
ing. And I’’m also traveling back and 
forth overseas so I don’t have the 
time to do it by myself. I don’t have 
the hours. I’’m trying to put a team 
together.
DS: I agree with you. There used to 
be an arts district there before it 
became what it is now, and I would 
love to see it come back again. 
RM: Yes, I agree. And we have a 
mayor now and a governor that 
should go along with that. There’s no 
reason not to do it. 
DS: Excellent. And before we finish 
up, I would love to know how you 
got the name “Mayor of the Meat-
packing.”
RM: Because everybody knew me 
way back. I always spend some time 
in Meatpacking.
DS: I read that it was an incident at 
Florent (local restaurant) that got 
you that name.
RM: I was at Florent, and I had a 
French girlfriend. French are very 
passionate. But also, she was very 
beautiful. And because of that, 

nobody had ever broken up with 
her. But I broke up with her, and 
she went crazy. She went in the 
kitchen, and she actually grabbed 
one of the big knives they had 
hanging there and came over with 
this knife. You know what I mean? 
And everybody said, “No, don’’t 
touch him because he’s the Mayor 
of Meatpacking!” Everybody started 
calling me “The Mayor. The Mayor. 
The Mayor.” 
DS: Wow, that is quite the story! 
You’ve definitely seen a lot in those 
48 years, and I thank you for sharing 
all that! It was a pleasure speaking 
with you, Mayor. 
RM: Thank you. And I hope you 
help me get a team together to do 
this. We need it. 
DS: Thank you. Roberto!

If you would like to help Roberto, 
Please visit robertomonticello.com for 
any and all information

Today I Talk To An Icon Of The Meatpacking District, Roberto Monticello!
“Roberto was born & raised in Cuba. He is a writer & producer who has won numerous awards & grants throughout the years. He is  

known for being the Mayor of the Meatpacking and has aspirations of seeing the neighborhood transform into and arts district.”
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Another Succesful Screening

Theater Review: Noel Coward’s The Rat Trap
By Eric Uhlfelder

It’s not hard to figure out why a play about marriage earned 
the title, The Rat Trap.

For those who aren’t sure, the answer comes midway during 
the Mint Theater’s production of this rarely seen Noel Coward 
play. Not long after rhapsodizing about marriage, a young wife 
realizes, “We’re like two rats in a trap.”

A rather harsh thought for newlyweds, both of whom are 
intelligent, talented writers. How the couple got to that state is 
what the play’s about.

There’s often wonderful wit and pleasure in watching a Noel 
Coward play. And his first foray into theater, written when he 
was just 18, is no exception. Addressing the contrasting de-
mands of marriage and creativity was hardly breaking new 
ground. Bernard Shaw and Oscar Wilde had already treated 
this matter quite well.

Coward imbues the play with unexpected rawness. It’s evi-
dent throughout, especially at the end, when the wife exclaims: 
“Oh, God! Why aren’t we ordinary normal people without these 
beastly analytical minds? I’d willingly give up every particle of 
brain, intellect and talent if only I could recapture the old longing 
for you —  I hate being able to pry about and criticize —  I want not 
to know anything —  just to love you, but I can’t —  I can’t, and 
now —  now I feel so alone —  and so dreadfully frightened.”

This production continues artistic director Jonathan Bank’s 
hunt for fine, lost plays. Though first produced in London 
nearly a century ago, this production is the play’s US premiere. 

And while the characters and dialogue are clearly from anoth-
er era, the play’s themes are timeless  —  the essence of The 
Mint.

Sheila (Sarin Monae West) and Keld ( James Evans) are the 
couple at the center of the storm. Sheila’s roommate, the very 
beautiful and once divorced Olive (Elisabeth Gray), shares her 

professional concerns of what may lie ahead: “You’re going to 
be great, if you work; Keld can never be great.” And therein lies 
the trap that will lead Sheila, Olive fears, to give way to Keld 
at her own expense. “My theory,” explains Olive, “is when two 
brilliant egoists marry, unless one of them is prepared to sacri-
fice certain things, there is bound to be trouble.”

Coward ensures this by having rendered Keld a conceited 
cad. A more complex male figure would’ve made for a richer, 
more compelling story.

Olive’s concerns are echoed by a zany, Bohemian couple. 
Edmund (Ramzi Khalaf ) and Naomi (Heloise Lowenthal) 
insist marriage is a sure way to zap vitality out of a relation-
ship —  another Shavian notion. An obsequious spinster maid, 
Burrage (Cynthia Mace), says from what she has seen, matri-
mony is not a very fine thing.

The performances are all first-rate, from Elizabeth Gray’s 
cautionary eloquence to Ramzi Khalaf ’s screwball free spirit. 
But it’s Sarin’s Monae West’s rendering of Sheila that propels 
the show.

Written after Coward was an established playwright, a crit-
ic in the Illustrated London News wrote, The Rat Trap “has all 
the qualities that are more forcibly apparent in Coward’s later 
work … It is both entertaining and amusing; it is unpreten-
tious, and yet, under its simple surface, there is a vision, an 
understanding of life, which is truly astounding, (especially) 
for such a youthful author.”

The Rat Trap runs at New York City Center on Stage II through 
December 11th. See Minttheater.org

Elisabeth Gray (Olive) and Sarin Monae West (Sheila) 
Photo Credit: Todd Cerveris

50  WestView News  December 2022 www.westviewnews.org

Another Successful Screening for the 
New York City Teen Film Festival!
By Luke McGuire

The New York City Teen Film Festival’s 
annual screening occurred on October 29th 
at Cinema Village on East 12th Street, 
marking the festival’s seventh annual event 
since its inception in 2016. The festival was 
a success, and attendees had the opportuni-
ty to see the works of some of the best 
young filmmakers in the New York area. Of 
the 300 submissions, six awards were dis-
tributed among 22 nominated films, all re-
viewed by a panel of professional filmmak-
ers. This year’s winners were selected by 
Lisa Hurwitz, who is known for her work 
on the film The Automat, renowned Mexi-
can filmmaker Javier Montes D’Arce, and 
Emily Kunstler, a West Village native who 
co-runs the documentary production com-
pany “Off-Center.”

The Unofficial Documentary, portraying a 
sophisticated and hysterical lampoon of 
the modern celebrity documentary, direct-
ed by Daniel Smedile, won the award for 
Best Documentary. Filmmaker Jaden Mof-
fitt won the award for Best Performances 
in his thriller-drama Brothers, led by two 
incredible performances by child actors. 

However, the short film Mirage, directed by 
Caleb Reese Paul, was most impressive to 
the panel of experts. The film won not one, 
but two awards, including Best in Show 
and Best Cinematography. It was thrilling, 
engaging, and utilized expert cinematogra-
phy. The other winning short films includ-
ed The Purity by César Medina, which won 
Best Story for its intricate and intriguing 
plot, and The Last Knock by Ian Graziano, a 
gripping horror film which won best Film 
Editing. Look out for all of these on the 
NYCTFF’s website!

The NYCTFF continues to make a name 
for itself as one of the premiere youth film 
festivals. Its objective is to provide aspiring 
filmmakers with experience and to pro-
mote their work. It is one of the few youth 
teen film festivals that does not require an 
entry fee, and is a non-profit operating 
solely from charitable donations. The sub-
mission deadline for the 2023 festival is at 
the end of July, so whether you are submit-
ting a film or just want to see the show, be 
sure to look out for the NYCTFF next 
year!

Luke McGuire is an organizer of the New 
York City Teen Film Festival. Photo courtesy of Luke McGuire.
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A University Reunion
By Gordon Hughes

Somehow, I was convinced by my old fra-
ternity brothers that heading up a reunion 
committee for the founding brothers of the 
Zeta Epsilon chapter of Theta Chi would be 
both easy and fun. Well, fun, yes. But from 
3,000 miles away, easy?

My alma mater is in Southern California, 
where I am originally from. I’m now living in 
NYC. I am a product of what was perhaps the 
best public school educational system in 
America at the time. My K through 12 experi-
ence with that system spanned post-war late 
‘40s into the 1950s. Then there was college, 
and that’s where my fraternity reunion story 
starts.

Like the majority of students studying at 
the California State University campuses, 
I worked my way through college just like the 
undergraduates I met at our reunion are doing 
today. There is one huge difference between 
then and now, though. Cost, yes, cost. I  was 
able to pay as I went. No loans. No loans to pay 
back. That is surely not the way it is today.

Let me digress. I don’t want to get political 
in this column, but there was a recent presi-
dential candidate who thought post-high 
school trade schools, community two-year col-
leges, and even four-year state colleges and 
universities should be free. That set off many a 
contentious conversation around kitchen ta-
bles and water coolers. Now, there is a saying, 

“everything old is new again”—so this idea of 
free post-high school education was, and is 
not, new. That said, most Americans don’t 
know their history; but since I was a history 
major, every now and then I can appear to be 
rather erudite when historical topics arise at 
cocktail parties.

So, about post-K-12 in US educational his-
tory: in 1862, during the American Civil War, 
President Lincoln and Congress passed the 
Morrill Land Grant College Act. The goal was 
to “establish colleges nationwide at no cost and 
to make them available to the working class.” 
Not a bad idea, especially during a war.

In 1916 Congress legislated and expanded 
the Act in order to make colleges even more 
available to more citizens and, basically, free. 
I know this not only from my history studies, 
but also because during the Depression, my 
father traveled from his home in Boston to 
Alabama to take advantage of that program 
and attend the University of Alabama at no 
cost. As a matter of fact, in 1944, prior to the 
end of WW11, the GI Bill was passed. Con-
gress adopted the bill to further educate the 
returning veterans, primarily men, for two rea-
sons: first, to prepare these vets for upwardly 
mobile careers, and also to slow the numbers 
of men re-entering the work force.

Eight million men from the armed services 
signed up for college and trade schools and 
about four million graduated. This was again at 
no charge to the students. At the time, about 

3.9 percent of the U.S. population had gradu-
ated from college compared to 38 percent in 
2021.

In 1966, the year I graduated, college grads 
in the US were only 7.7  percent. Mom had 
gone to St. Mary’s in Joliet, Illinois on a schol-
arship. Very unusual that two folks from that 
era would be college grads.

That brings me to my college career. I was 
putting myself through school, and back in 
those days I could go to a two-year lower divi-
sion community college for $12  a semester 
plus books, live at home, and work to save up 
for two years of upper division schooling at a 
state university that cost $58 a semester plus 
books. (Of  course, living expenses were also 
required, which included my fraternity dues.) 
I give this background to point out that for me, 
college was almost free and I incurred no debt. 
Most students had not heard of college tuition 
loans back then. Try that in today’s education-
al environment.

Today, due to skyrocketing tuitions, three 
things are occurring: 1. (perhaps worst of all) 
Parents and students are questioning the need 
for a college degree, even though China is 
graduating 10.76 million students yearly com-
pared to four million in the USA in 2021. The 
Chinese do not question the value of college. 2. 
Cost and loan payback are albatrosses around 
the necks of students for years after they grad-
uate. 3. Public colleges and universities are 
turning into businesses, not just educational 

institutions. Students are paying the high fees 
and many of these institutions don’t care where 
the money comes from: whether students’ 
working, parents paying, scholarships or 
loans —  as long as the fees come; and they will 
only continue to increase.

Now let me get off that soap box and talk 
about my reunion. In my fraternity’s graduat-
ing class we had three brothers who became 
Olympic athletes, a professor at John’s Hop-
kins University, several college deans, and one 
guy who snuck into the lot at Universal Stu-
dios and directed an episode of the Twilight 
Zone with Joan Crawford because no one 
wanted to work with her: Steven Spielberg. 
Yes, Steven Spielberg stepped in and had his 
first directorial experience. The rest is history.

One brother who, to this very day, is an 
amazing entrepreneur, bought a train tanker 
car full of corn in his junior year. For one cent 
on the dollar he bought the tanker, had the 
brothers offload it to a dump truck which he 
then drove to East L. A., and sold that corn to 
a tortilla factory and restaurants. Amazing! He 
is still doing that kind of thing today, and 
making a few bucks more than he did back 
then. Then, of course, there is me, a Broadway 
investor/producer who had a 25-year career at 
CBS before Broadway.

During the evening all attendees got to tell 
their stories, each and every one of which was 
interesting and diverse. These young men, now 
grown men, had all traveled in such different 
directions. They had come together to share 
their stories. What a marvelous evening. And 
you know, that evening never could have oc-
curred without our having attended college.

West village originals Ad

Available online  
and at  
Three Lives & Company 
154 West 10th Street, NYC

West Village Originals  
An Oral History of New York City’s Greenwich Village
by Michael D. Minichiello

“A celebratory collection! Minichiello lets each 
subject’s spirit shine through in their own words.” 
—BookLife Reviews, Editor’s Pick

  A great
holiday gift!
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Peace and Tranquility now at Pearl Harbor
By Lachlan Wills

December 7, 1941, was described by 
United States President Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt as “a date which will live in infa-
my.”

“The United States of America was sud-
denly and deliberately attacked by naval 
and air forces of the Empire of Japan,” 
Roosevelt told Congress.

2,403 US personnel, including 68 civil-
ians, were killed.

That day at Pearl Harbor changed the 
course of American and world history.

A chain of events was set in motion.
The US declared war on Japan, then Hit-

ler’s Nazi Germany declared war on the 
US.

Hitler at that stage had Europe in his 
death-grip, and was deep into an onslaught 
against the Soviet Union.

The fate of the world had hung in the 
balance since September 1939 when World 
War 2 (WW2) began.

British Prime Minister Winston 
Churchill said the US entry in to the war 
meant that, “We should emerge, however 
mauled or mutilated, safe and victorious. 
We should not be wiped out. Our history 
would not come to an end. We might not 
even have to die as individuals.”

The allies did emerge victorious, but not 
before, according to the United Nations, an 
estimated 60 million people had lost their 
lives.

After WW2, the United States and So-
viet Union locked-in to a decades long 
power struggle, that saw the US ultimately 
reign supreme as the economic, military 
and cultural hub of the world.

Perhaps the greatest triumph of WW2 is 
the reconciliation of former adversaries.

The US and Japan created a close, endur-
ing bond and remain steadfast allies today.

Modern day Pearl Harbor exemplifies 

this genuine connection.
The museum carries information written 

in both English and Japanese.
There is an artwork showing two human 

figures, one coloured in a Japanese flag, one 
in an American flag, reaching out a hand to 
each other.

The story of USS Missouri Captain Wil-
liam M. Callaghan’s act of compassion to 
the enemy is honoured.

Callaghan was commanding officer 
when a kamikaze pilot crashed into the 
side of his ship, on April 11, 1945.

The Japanese pilot- believed to be 
19-year-old Setsuo Ishino- was killed in-
stantly.

Callaghan then issued a surprising order 
that the pilot was to be given a full military 

burial with honours at sea the following 
morning.

A Japanese flag was quickly sewn to-
gether by Missouri crewmembers and 
draped over the pilot’s body as he was laid 
to rest.

Callaghan reportedly said, “When he 
was alive, he was our enemy. Now that he is 
dead, he is just a young man who was fight-
ing for his country, and his beliefs.”

President Barack Obama honored Cal-
laghan to a joint audience of Americans 
and Japanese people at Pearl Harbor in 
2016, during the 75th Anniversary com-
memorations.

The late Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo 
Abe also spoke that day.

“Rest in peace, precious souls of the fall-

en,” Abe said.
“We must never repeat the horrors of 

war again. This is the solemn vow we, the 
people of Japan, have taken,”

“It was the United States that opened up 
the path for Japan to return to the interna-
tional community once more after the war.”

Abe said he wanted the world to remem-
ber Pearl Harbor as “a symbol of reconcili-
ation”.

Forgiveness goes hand-in-hand with hu-
manity. As does compassion and a desire 
for greater understanding of one another.

Pearl Harbor radiates a soothing peace 
and calm.

The tranquil waters glisten, as a living, 
breathing testament to the power of hu-
man unity

Image courtesy of Lachlan Wills

How To Be A Good Neighbor

By Robert Shapiro

Our beloved West Village has never had
such an influx of young people adding to the
identity of the neighborhood. Here are a
few suggestions to help them enjoy the Village
lifestyle.
When in a hallway, staircase, or elevator,
it feels good to hear a “Hello” from you. This
is especially true for your older neighbors
and maintenance workers, and if you hold
the door for us you get neighborly bonus
points.

Please don’t pound your feet when walking
in your apartment, and don’t play music
too loudly when you are getting ready to go
to work. Some of us are retired and have
earned our extra sleep time.
Puh-lease separate your trash and recyclables,
and don’t let the metal bin covers
slam shut. (Village people sleep at all hours
of the day.) Also, please put your junk mail
in the recycling container, not on the shelf
in the mailroom, please don’t use the trash
can on the corner for household garbage,
and please don’t let your dogs relieve  them-

selves

on our precious plantings and trees.
When at a bar, please don’t take up multiple
stools with your clothing or face each
other sideways. Your neighbors are thirsty
too.
Always remember that your smile makes
a difference. Sharing it will enhance your
life and the lives of those around you. See ya
soon!
If you’d like to contribute, please cut this
out or copy it from the WestView News site
and hang it in your lobby — maybe even
frame it!

How to Be a Good Neighbor (Person)
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The Boy from Brooklyn
By Joseph Barbella

I was in high school when I finally got the courage to 
get on the train. I knew if my mom found out I would 
be in big trouble. Because back in the day, the subways 
were really bad. After I stepped foot into the West 
Village, for the very first time, there was no turning 
back: The Boy from Brooklyn, found his home!

I remember strolling along 8th street, with its stretch 
of imported record shops, and its rock and roll gear. 
Along the way, there was an array of stores that 
provided boots and shoes from designers all over the 
world.

As an adult, I started to enjoy the luxury of the 
nightlife; the West Village provided some of the finest 
restaurants, bars, and clubs. It had all sorts of entertain-
ment —  rock, jazz, and blues. One of my biggest 
highlights was meeting Keith Richards from the 
Rolling Stones, near Tower Records. I saw him inside 
the lobby, and on his way out we talked for a while as 
he gave me his autograph. He was so nice, and down to 
earth. I told him how big an influence he was on my 
brother and me.

Over the years, New York City has gradually trans-
formed. And I’ve grown accustomed to the changes, as 
big corporations abolished the mom-and-pop stores 
and brought in their own empires.

With that said, once I saw Derek Jeter in the West 
Village Starbucks. I didn’t want to trouble him for an 
autograph —  it’s not really my thing, and I heard he’s a 
shy guy. But I started to think about how big a Yankees 
fan my mom was. As he left I saw him limping, with a 
cast on his ankle. I called out, “Derek,” and as he turned 
around, I approached him; he said “Hold my coffee,” as 
he put his signature on paper, which I still have today. 
I thanked him for the success that he brought to the 
city of New York, and said that we all appreciated his 
greatness. Derek has been a very big influence on so 
many. As our conversation wound down I said “Get 
well soon.”

The West Village back in the day had more of an 
artistic and rock and roll feel. New York City itself had 
more character, and was very bohemian.

Although New York has changed more profoundly 
than ever since then, the West Village is still a place for 
excitement. It supports a new generation that provides a 
copious amount of energy with its trendy scene.

The Boy from Brooklyn hopes to maintain residence 
in the West Village; and if I continue to work hard, just 
maybe that can come to fruition.

Available online  
and at  
Three Lives & Company 
154 West 10th Street, NYC

West Village Originals  
An Oral History of New York City’s Greenwich Village
by Michael D. Minichiello

“A celebratory collection! Minichiello lets each 
subject’s spirit shine through in their own words.” 
—BookLife Reviews, Editor’s Pick

  A great
holiday gift!

The author as a younger man, courtesy of Joseph 
Barbella.

Star Tripping with 
Frank Sinatra
By Penelope Karageorge

It was Frank Sinatra’s 50th 
birthday, and if I  could not 
help him blow out the can-
dles, perhaps I  could meet 
him. As a reporter at News-
week magazine, I  earned a 
small salary but the job gave 
me access to the greats. I could 
reach out and interview al-
most anyone under the News-
week aegis. Notable excep-
tions were Katherine Hepburn 
and Frank Sinatra, who em-
ployed powerful PR firms to 
keep the press away..

When Harry Waters, 
Newsweek’s TV editor, called 
and told me he was doing a 
“death watch” on Sinatra, and 
would I  like to join him, 
I  raced out to grab a taxi. A 
“death watch” is journalistic 
parlance for a reportorial 
strategy. If the story subject, in 
this case Sinatra, who had 
teams of PR people to keep 
the press away from him  —  
refuses to meet the reporter, 
the reporter will tail the story 
subject  —  following him or 
her, observing what he’s wear-
ing, who he’s with, what he 
drinks, eats, and any other bits 
of esoterica.

When Harry called, he had 
been trailing Sinatra around 
town and come to rest at Jil-
ly’s, a favorite Sinatra hang-
out. Jilly’s was mobbed. Many 
of the young men boasted the 
Sinatra hairdo, and attempted 
the Sinatra “look.” It was a 
room of Sinatra manqués. The 
singer himself sat at a long ta-
ble, his back against the wall, 
with his date, Jill St. John, and 
a group of companions. A 
large bodyguard stood on the 
left of the table.

The entire room was Sina-
tra-obsessed. Count me 
among them. I finally decided 
that it was time to strike. I was 
twenty-four years old, and felt 
that the flirtatious rather than 
aggressive approach might 
work. I took off my coat. I was 
wearing my good black dress. 
Abandoning Harry, I  walked 
to the large bodyguard stand-
ing next to Sinatra and told 
him that I  was a Newsweek 
reporter and I had frequently 
tried to reach Mr. Sinatra, but 

had always been rebuffed. 
Would it be possible, just this 
once, to say “hello.” As I spoke 
with the guard —  Sinatra’s ta-
ble of friends, apparently hun-
gry for diversion, took note. A 
few deep voices addressed me: 
“Hiya, doll.”

The bodyguard then turned 
to Sinatra and gave him the 
message. Sinatra stood up, 
took my hand, and continued 
to hold it as I told him that we 
had tried so many times to 
reach him to no avail. “I can’t 
imagine why,” said Sinatra, 
still holding my hand, and ra-
diating —  yes —  sexual appeal 
and charisma. To which I re-
plied  —  absolutely nothing! 
Even now I  am distressed to 
remember that I, who prided 
myself on being prepared with 
questions, was speechless un-
der the glow of Sinatra. Jill St 
John’s red hair scratched my 
chin as she twisted to see the 
woman Sinatra was talking 
with. His eyes were a beautiful 
deep blue. I  thanked him 
again and retreated to my ta-
ble where strangers in the sur-
rounding tables said to me 
awed tone —”You spoke with 
him.”

Afterwards, editor Harry 
Waters and I waited for Sina-
tra to leave Jilly’s and followed 
him in a taxi to a building on 
the East River. The cab driver, 
fearful of Sinatra —  refused to 
go any closer to the building 
which stood next to a parking 
area. Sinatra disappeared in-
side to continue celebrating 
his 50th, and Harry and I left. 
Harry actually wrote a won-
derful piece on Sinatra’s 50th 
birthday, filled with all the de-
tails we picked up along the 
way.

The next day, I  told my 
Newsweek editor that I  had 
finally met Sinatra. “Did you 
get his phone number?” Bill 
Roeder asked, the anticlimac-
tic aftermath to the occasion. 
Right now I’m playing Sina-
tra’s records. I never fell out of 
love with Sinatra’s singing, his 
passion, his phraseology. No-
body sang like Sinatra. He 
cared about the lyrics, worked 
on them before he ever burst 
into song. He was a voice —  
yes —  and those eyes.
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Marble slabs commemorating donors have been carefully given prominent display in the 
new God’s Love We Deliver @ Northern Dispensary rooms. 
Credit: Brian J Pape, AIA

In line with God’s Love brand and purpose, a photographic mural donated by West 
Village photographer Suzanne Poli has the message “Gay Love is God‘s Love” from the 
1985 Gay Pride march. Suzanne Poli, left, discusses her mural, with Mrs. Bender.  
Credit: Dusty Berke

Happy Holidays.

VIEWS BY SUZE
See Views by Suze at
Bonsignour Cafe

Jane Street
and Eighth Avenue

646-689-3475
starshowernyc@yagoo.com
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MONDAY THRU SATURDAY 10 AM-7 PM 
SUNDAY 11 AM-5 PM 

Maximum of four people  
allowed in the store at one time

Masks Required
212-242-5351

The Right Pick

By Gabriela Beavers and Teddy Capsis

A brisk stroll along Greenwich Avenue 
brings bustling energy as merry dwell-
ers sip on chardonnay and cheer on their 
winning team’s latest play. In the past year 
and a half that we have lived in the Vil-
lage, we’ve explored the many facets of this 
street. From its vibrant storefronts show-
casing quirky decor to trendy late-night 
dinner spots, you will find Greenwich Ave 
to have a little bit of everything. With our 
“date night expertise,” we’ve found that 
friends want reliable, fool-proof spots that 
may not be the fanciest, but offer consis-
tent quality, service, and availability. To 
provide a holistic perspective for our read-
ers, we have decided to review two depend-
able yet noteworthy spots from both a man 
and woman’s point of view. 
WOGIES V. AMERICAN BAR

Separated by the one and only Charles 
Street, the energy radiating from Wogies 
Bar & Grill to American Bar changes in 
the blink of an eye. At Wogies, you’ll find 
beers clinking, blue jeans, and an abun-
dance of flat screen TVs, while at American 
Bar, mini lamps, martinis, and tux-adorned 
waiters survey the gleeful crowd.
Her Opinion:

To preface this review, Wogies and Ameri-
can Bar are by no means my favorite res-
taurants in the city. They are consistent, and 
consistency is key! Renowned for its philly 
cheesesteak, Wogies attracts some of the 
most approachable and attractive, single 20 
and 30-somethings in the village. Admitted-
ly, I have not visited during an NFL game, 
but I can only imagine the lively crowd on a 
breezy, Sunday afternoon. Solid food picks 
include buffalo wings, waffle fries, and their 
original subs, but personally, I think the best 
element of this bar is its unpretentious, no-
frills disposition. 

Now, if my date suggested American 
Bar, my eyebrows would discreetly raise be-
cause he has either brought multiple girls 

here or his sister recently went for a night 
out with her girlfriends. It’s no surprise 
that this restaurant has received hype in the 
past few years because who would say no to 
their infamous chopped salad and a frothy 
espresso martini? Their luxurious booths, 
tuna tartare, and elite people-watching all 
add to the glamorous ambiance. 
His Opinion:

I’d be lying if I told you that Wogies is the 
perfect place to bring a girl. With that said, 
Wogies is a perfect way to test if the girl you 
are seeing is the “one.” As a former college 
athlete, a member of five different fantasy 
football leagues, and an avid daily listener 
of New York sports talk radio, it’ll come to 
no one’s surprise that I love any opportunity 
to get to Wogies. Truly my only grievance 
with the bar is the amount of Philadelphia 
memorabilia decorating its walls, but I am 
quick to forgive them as I stuff my face 
with one of my favorite cheesesteaks in the 
city. However, to readdress my main point, 
bringing a girl to Wogies should reveal one 
of three things about her: 1. She lets her hair 
down, orders a light beer, and splits a plate 
of waffle fries. 2. She orders one of their sal-
ads and tries to make small talk about your 
favorite teams. 3. She walks in and proceeds 
to walk out without you.

If the outcome is indeed three, she’s 
more than likely making her way to meet 
her friends at American Bar and you might 
not have another shot. In the end, dating 
is all about discovering who the person 
across from you is. An important part of 
that process is bringing that person into 
your comfort zone. Referencing the first 
two outcomes from earlier, you’ve learned 
one of two things, 1. She also loves Wogies 
(great sign). 2. She’s willing to try some-
thing different and embrace something you 
like (great sign).
The Results:

If you’re bringing him out, take him to 
Wogies. If you’re bringing her out, take her 
to American Bar.

Masks Optional

VILLAGE  
APOTHECARY

THE COM MUNIT Y PH A R M ACY TH AT CA R ES

Store HourS: Mon - Fri 8aM - 8pM • Sat 9aM - 6pM • Sun 10aM - 5pM

346 Bleecker St • Greenwich VillaGe, nY 10014 • VillaGeapothecarY.com 

212 . 8 0 7.75 6 6

BRInG THIs CARd In And RECEIVE $10 off  
O n  A n Y  P u R C H A s E  O f  $ 2 5  O R  m O R E

fREE 
WELCOmE  

KIT!

Come in  

for your 

WE’RE OPEN—FREE ON DEMAND DELIVERY

WOGIES BAR AND GRILL, above. Photo by Gabriela Beavers.
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Fall from 
Grace
By Keith Michael

I’m hurrying down Perry Street to meet up 
with friends for a day’s outing at Jamaica 
Bay Wildlife Refuge in Queens hoping to 
see thousands of shorebirds stopping there 
on their fall migration. Between parked 
cars across the street, I see a small yellow 
bird on the sidewalk. Maybe I’ll be a little 
late. I slowly cross over.

September is one of the busiest months of 
the year for New York City bird watching. 
The hint of cooler weather and shorter days 
kicks off the colorful pageantry of warblers 
and other songbirds heading south. The air 
show of raptors through our skies will be 
revving up soon. Shorebirds started coming 
through weeks ago but now is the season for 
the fresh youngsters making their first in-
stinctual migration over thousands of miles 
unaccompanied by parents to show them 
the way. How do they do it?

The sidewalk bird is not all yellow. The 
blue-gray of his head and back blends neat-
ly into his wings folded tidily by his sides. 
His yellow breast is adorned with a black 
feather necklace with ebony pendants. He 
seems to be wearing spectacles—bright 
rings around his eyes connected by a yellow 
band over his bill. He’s a Canada Warbler.

In my July article, I professed my affinity 
for shorebirds. Though warblers are arguably 
more brightly colored, the endless subtleties 
of shorebirds’ feathers and the long-distance 
complications of their lives captivate me. 
This is the time of year when I’m in search 
of Dunlins and Whimbrels, Dowitchers 
and Godwits, sounding like mythical crea-
tures from the tomes of alchemy.

But right now, this Canada Warbler has 
my attention. A still-bright comma of blood 
on the sidewalk belies the obvious: yet an-
other victim of a window strike, this fellow is 
no longer alive. Identical seemingly random 
happenstances may be playing out hundreds 
or even thousands of times throughout the 

city this morning. During migration season, 
the number of birds passing through New 
York who DON’T “make it there” is stag-
gering. I always want to get out chalk and 
draw a tiny crime scene outline around the 
downed bird’s body. Instead, I pick it up 
carefully in a tissue, and carry it as I walk 
along. His body is still warm.

With each somber step, I contemplate 
an impossible “what if ” scenario. I saw one 
Canada Warbler in Central Park in May. 
(His photo accompanies this article.) I 
heard a Canada Warbler singing in the for-
est during a June visit to the Adirondacks. 
Now I’m holding a Canada Warbler in 
my hand in August. What if each of these 
visitations were, in fact, by the same indi-
vidual? What has his life been like?

Well, first of all, this small bird, weigh-

ing the equivalent of two quarters, likely 
wintered on the northwest coast of South 
America, maybe in Columbia, Ecuador, or 
Peru, a mere 3,000 or so miles away. That 
in itself seems like an impossible scenario. 
He flew 3,000 miles to eat bugs in a tree 
in Central Park at 103rd Street, while 
catching his breath in between feasting to 
sing his cheerful burbling song. After fat-
tening up in Central Park, perhaps dou-
bling his weight, he only had a few more 
hundred miles to go to the Adirondacks, 
where, again, he sang and sang and sang, 
until a female Canada Warbler (who had 
also flown the more than 3,000 miles from 
South America) heard him and sang back. 
It’s as though all their lives are in a hurry. 
They date, they mate, they build a nest, 
eggs are laid and eggs hatch, baby birds are 

fed, they grow feathers, they fledge, and 
in several weeks, the family is off for the 
3,000-mile flight back to South America. 
But Dad isn’t going to be there this year.

I take one more look at this improb-
able handful. Once more, I note his near 
weightlessness, savor his bright colors, 
wrap the tissue carefully, and leave him in a 
secluded spot along the way.

Onward. I pick up the pace to meet my 
friends to collectively ponder the fragile 
lives of Sandpipers and Plovers, Avocets 
and Phalaropes on a mudflat in Queens.

If you find a dead bird, please visit dBird.org 
to make an important contribution to bird 
mortality research by filing a report. Visit 
wildbirdfund.org to learn what you can do if 
you find a stunned or injured bird this fall.

IF THIS PAPER MAKES YOU THINK
We will print your thoughts in the next issue

Send your letter to gcapsis@gmail.com

A CANADA WARBLER in Central Park looks to the sky. Photo by Keith Michael.

West Village Originals  
by Michael D. Minichiello

“A delightful group portrait of the West Village 
as it has been and can be!”—Kirkus Reviews

“A celebratory collection! Minichiello lets each 
subject’s spirit shine through in their own words.” 
—BookLife Reviews, Editor’s Pick

Published by Woodwrit, Inc. Editions  
Available online and at  
Three Lives & Company 
238 West 10th Street, NYC

ON  
SALE 
NOW!

By Gabriela Beavers and Teddy Capsis

We are back for this month’s edition of The 
Right Pick, and lucky for our readers, we are 
going to reveal the best wine bars, speakeasys, 
and dives that serve as the ultimate night cap 
after a fabulous meal. 

Good Crowd:
Like to dance? Swing by The Happiest 

Hour for disco balls, flashing lights, and elec-
tric energy. Expect a packed crowd, but don’t 
let that deter you from getting in line. Equal-
ly as buzzing minus the disco, Wilfie & Nell 
is your next weeknight spot that is normally 
too crowded on the weekends, but perfect 
for a romantic and rustic evening. We blame 
TikTok for revealing that Wilfie is where you 
go to meet cute boys. Another classic which 
happens to be the second oldest bar in NYC 
is White Horse Tavern. With outdoor seat-
ing and multiple rooms for mingling, White 
Horse’s historic charm make it a classic spot 
for a night cap. Be sure to check out the 
beautiful outdoor decor!

Wine Down:
No other word than peaceful encapsulates 

Stafili Wine Cafe located at the residential 
intersection of Greenwich and 12th. Offer-
ing a vast selection of Greek wine and hors 
d’oeuvres, stop by Stafili to grab a $7 glass 
during their daily happy hour from 3-7pm. 
A bit pricier but just as charming, Sogno 
Toscano Market and Wine Bar’s beautiful 
winter decorations, gourmet offerings, and 
blind wine tastings make for a quaint yet 
glamorous evening on Perry Street. On the 
contrary, Entwine’s unassuming entrance and 
quirky decor welcome visitors into a hidden 
gem with sophisticated cocktails, Sunday 
jazz nights, and remarkable winter cock-
tails. Transitioning to an eclectic and vibrant 
neighborhood spot, Temperance Wine Bar, 
has a vast wine list topping 100+ options and 
an immense outdoor patio for those willing 
to brave the chillier weather.

Dive: 
In the West Village, there are few bars like 

WXOU Radio. Radio Bar, as it’s more com-
monly known, is an intimate shotgun style 
bar, where the patrons run the jukebox. For 

those looking to escape the race that is New 
York City, the worn leather booths of Radio 
Bar are their refuge. On the topic of refuges, 
located on the corner of Bleecker and Jones, 
Blind Tiger is the West Side’s hideout for se-
rious beer drinkers. Sporting a list of rotating 
taps and cans, this cozy corner bar offers a 
selection of beers to match any palate. While 
the unique beer selection makes this bar a 
destination, its original 19th century hearth 
and genuine crowd ensure you’ll find yourself 
indulging in more than just one. 

Upscale & Swanky:
While we know we’ve mentioned Employ-

ees Only before, the prohibition-style speak-
easy serves flawlessly executed cocktails with 
a diversity of flavors and is a must-go for 
anyone who is looking to making a lasting 
impression. Similar to the swanky vibes of 
Employees Only, Orient Express’ dimly lit 
bar and friendly bartenders make it an inti-
mate choice for a cozy yet luxurious evening 
unwinding in a vintage railway car. Now that 
you’ve traveled back in time, why not take a 
quick stroll over to Analogue for peach-in-
fused bourbon and live jazz? Not only do 
they have a fantastic happy hour deal during 
the week, but this cocktail bar also feels as 
though you’re crashing your rich Uncle’s pri-
vate den.

Gameday Hotspot: 
While we’ve addressed the likes of Employ-

ees Only where one hopes to make an im-
pression, and WXOU, where you might find 
yourself retiring to after a long day, we’ve yet 
to highlight arguably the two most import-
ant bars for your rotation. Village Tavern and 
Bayard’s Ale House are the spots where you 
go to feel the energy of an NFL Sunday or 
College Football Saturday. Specifically, Vil-
lage Tavern is where you find yourself locked 
arms with a complete stranger, praying for 
a common outcome in a random game. It’s 
a place where the energy in the room can 
level-set everyone’s knowledge of the events 
playing out on the many screens. If you’re 
finding yourself famished and in need of 
some pub grub, Bayard’s Ale House ensures 
that you won’t miss a minute of the big game 
while satisfying your tastebuds.

The Right Pick
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WEST VILLAGE
75 Greenwich Ave.

(at 7th Avenue)

GREENWICH VILLAGE
162 Bleecker Street

(Sullivan & Thompson)

GRAND CENTRAL
43rd & Lexington

(Marketplace)

BROOKLYN
68 35th Street
(Industry City)

CHELSEA MARKET
75 Ninth Avenue
(at 15th Street)

HUDSON YARDS
10th Ave. & 31st St.

(4th Floor)

Holiday Chocolates for All
Chocolate Snowmen, Gifts Boxes, Hannukah Items & More

A View of Two Neighborhood 
Chocolate Shops
By Alexandra Leaf

I came to chocolate relatively late in life; 
at age 24, to be precise, when Valrhona 
Chocolate began to export to the United 
States in the mid-1980s. Pastry chefs every-
where clamored for the high-quality French 
base chocolate (also known as couverture). 
I  discovered it in Gotham Bar and Grill’s 
signature dark chocolate cake. True, I’d had 
some version of dark chocolate as a child, in 
Bosco and in Nonpareils, but this was dark 
chocolate of a very distinct sort  —  it was 
stormy and so full-flavored. Flash forward 
to the present, when quality dark and milk 
chocolate can be had in so many wonderful 
shapes and forms, right here in Greenwich 
Village, at Li-Lac Chocolates and See’s 
Candies.

Some of us will remember when Li-Lac 
was a small chocolaterie on the south side of 
Christopher Street. By some miracle, that 
oldie and goodie that opened its doors for 
business in 1923 not only survives today, but 
is thriving in six locations throughout the 
city. (Production takes place at their factory 
in Industry City, where curious customers 
can look through plate glass walls.) ”We 
took Li-Lac from a mom-and-pop store in 
the Village to a NYC chocolate brand in 
key tourist and commuter locations,” ex-
plains company president and co-owner 
Anthony Cirone. For those seeking a rich 
and satisfying hot chocolate experience, the 
Chelsea Market and Greenwich Avenue lo-
cations serve up a hearty cup. And should 
you be looking for that perfect holiday gift 
for a chocophilic friend or loved one, Li-
Lac Chocolate of the Month Club is a sweet 
idea. As the company readies to commemo-

rate its 100th anniversary, you’ll want to 
keep an eye out for ways to help celebrate 
the milestone.

See’s Candies on West 8th Street is an 
oldie and goodie that comes to Greenwich 
Village by way of California. (And interest-
ingly, the founder of the iconic American 
company, Mary See, was actually Canadi-
an.) See’s is big on sweet nostalgia, from the 
company’s classic branding/packaging that 
has not changed in almost one hundred 
years to recipes for many of the selections, 
including peanut brittle, that are original to 
Mary See’s era. “I  really wanted to bring 
See’s Candies, the greatest West Coast 
Chocolate Company, to the Village,” ex-
plains Bill Rhodes, the store’s operator. 
“See’s combines an exceptional service ex-
perience with an exceptional product. We 
fly in fresh chocolates on a weekly basis.” If 
you haven’t yet discovered the pleasures of 
See’s Candies, now is the perfect time to 
stop in for holiday shopping à go-go.

Hot Chocolate Your Way
Ingredients:
• 1 cup of milk (whole, 2%, oat, nut etc., 

your choice)
• a couple of squares of dark chocolate, 

chopped (Green and Black’s,
Alter Eco, Lindt, Valrhona, Trader Joe’s)
• 1–2  tablespoons of unsweetened cocoa 

powder (optional)
Equipment:
• a sturdy pot for heating the milk
• a whisk
Over a medium flame, heat the milk and 

add the chopped chocolate pieces. Whisk 
gently to help the chocolate melt and be-
come well incorporated into the milk. Enjoy!

George celebrates his 95th birthday with chocolate champagne from Li-Lac Chocolates . Photo Dusty Berke
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Visit the Moon Room at Integral Yoga Institute
An interview with Acupuncturist Francesca Biryukov
By Sarah McElwain

You recently introduced three new services at the IYI 
Wellness Spa  —  facial rejuvenation, gua sha and cup-
ping.

They are all part of traditional Chinese medicine, and 
acupuncturists have always incorporated them into their 
practices. Facial rejuvenation is actually micro-needling 
of the acupuncture meridians that begin or end on the 
face. These meridians travel from the feet to the upper 
body and end on the head. Yang meridians travel down-
ward from the head to the feet. Micro-needling uses very 
fine needles and makes very shallow insertions that affect 
the internal organs as well as the face.

Gua sha (gwah-shah) means scraping or rubbing and is 
a folk medicine technique. Something we do instinctively 
with our hands on areas where we have pain. Many dif-
ferent tools are used. I use jade stones. The Chinese once 
used the ceramic spoons that you would eat soup with. 
Gua sha may be even older than acupuncture techniques.

Cupping is the placement of cups that create suction 
over the back or a joint. People tell me their grandmother 
would put glass cups on their backs when they had a cold. 
It pulls more circulation into the area you’re treating and 
relieves pain. It’s good for any type of chronic muscular 
tension, and for injuries with scar tissue that you want to 
break up by pulling a lot of circulation into the area. For 
a client who may not wish to be treated with needles, as 

an alternative I might treat that painful area and release 
those muscle spasms with cups.

What can new clients expect at their first appoint-
ment?

Check in at the front desk at Integral Yoga Institute at 
227  West 13th Street and take the elevator up to the 
newly-renovated Moon Room on the sixth floor. We al-

ways begin with an intake that gathers information about 
the client’s current condition: the reason for their visit, 
their health history, any chronic conditions. An acute in-
jury is treated differently from chronic pain that they 
might have had for years. Dietary issues, lifestyle habits, 
the type of work they do that might be exacerbating or 
creating their condition are taken into account. It’s im-
portant to conduct a thorough intake to address the indi-
vidual needs of a client. Chinese medicine should always 
treat the whole person, and every person is an individual.

The appointment includes a yoga class at any level at 
IYI. I  especially enjoy introducing clients to yoga and 
suggesting a level they’ll benefit from. I get to introduce 
them to a practice that I think is wonderful and unique.

Prices: 60  minutes–$125; 60  minutes w/cupping–$150; 
60 minutes w/gua sha–$150; three 60-minute acupuncture 
sessions–$338. For more information, go to https://iyiny.
org/services/wellness-spa/

Francesca Biryukov is a New York 
State‒licensed acupuncturist and a national 
board‒certified herbalist in the field of tradi-
tional Chinese medicine. She is a graduate of 
the Tri-State College of Acupuncture, served as 
the clinical director of the Yu Wen Acupuncture 
Clinic at the Swedish Institute for 15 years, 
and has more than 25 years of experience with 
classical Chinese medicine.

credit: Joan C. Denker.©

credit: Antonkia Chanel©
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Lifetalk with Roberta Russell
Watch the Fish: Get a Buddy

By Roberta Russell

The New York Aquarium, Brooklyn. Photo 
by Roberta Russell. (Photoshop by Manuel Lo-
pez.)

Loneliness prevails. Suicide is up. Birth-
rate is down. Climate disasters are increas-
ing. Animals are fast becoming extinct. 
About 74 percent of the people in the USA 
are now overweight or obese.

What can we do to change the tide? Get a 
buddy. Then focus on what you want to ac-
complish. My area of expertise is permanent 
weight loss.

In the ‘70s, I was newly divorced, cleaved 
from my immediate family, and searching 
for meaning. As a heart-hunter, I tried to 
connect with the most uplifting people 
I  could find. I discovered Joseph Samson 
Murphy, PhD, a scholarly leader, whom 
I  viewed as a modern-day philosopher 
king. He had distinguished himself by re-
cruiting Asian kids to go to college and 
had been in the vanguard of the Peace 
Corp in Ethiopia helping to eradicate 
smallpox. By the time I met him he was 
the youngest president of Queens College, 
my alma mater. Then he became president 
of Bennington, and, finally, the chancellor 
of City University of NY.

I made Murphy’s acquaintance at the 
Queens College retirement celebration of 
my friend and mentor, professor emeritus 

and psychoanalyst Arnold Bernstein (http://
arnoldbernstein.net), a buddy, who also 
lacked his original immediate family. After I 
made three attempts to get to know Murphy, 
he paid me a visit, came back for more, and 
eventually joined me as an elected public 
member of the National Association for the 
Advancement of Psychoanalysis (NAAP). 
We were charged with the task of protecting 
the public.

I was riveted by Murphy’s lofty conscious-
ness and values, and buoyed by his support 
for my independent academic endeavors. 
Pre-internet, he shared his library privileges 
with me, thereby allowing me access to all 
the university libraries. I would bike over to 
the chancellor’s office to pick up books. In 
my pursuit of more of Murphy I even 
learned to fly a plane alone, as he did when 
he came from Bennington to our Greenwich 
Village meetings.

“Watch the fish,” Murphy said one day, 
cryptically, as he departed from an impactful 
visit with me. Puzzled, but undaunted, 
I went to the aquarium in Brooklyn to deci-
pher his meaning. There, I  met Father 
George D. Ruggieri, PhD, once a Jesuit 
priest, and since had become the director of 
the aquarium.

Father Ruggieri, riding the tide, told me 
that the clown fish and the sea anemone 
join, but clown fish first must acquire protec-
tive coats so the poison that the sea anemone 

gives off does not harm them. To me, this 
meant that I should hone my defenses and 
sensibilities before trying to bond with any-
one.

Guided by Ruggieri’s cautionary note, 
coupled with Murphy’s encouraging spiritu-
al support, I was aided in building purpose-
ful, fruitful friendships that wove themselves 
together to create a familial blend. This warm 
nurturing environment, that culminated in 
my 27-year marriage to Harold Krieger 
(HaroldKrieger.com), for his life term, con-
tinues to inspire me to brave intimacy today.

In the year 2000, after separating the 
weight-loss hype from the real, and conse-
quently moving from obese to normal, 
I  sought structure by starting several free 
groups, committed to losing weight and 
keeping it off, at hospitals and libraries in 
New York City and the Adirondacks (www.
permanentweightloss.org).

Before and after. Photos: Harold Krieger.
Now, I  want to go further  —  with 

good-hearted people who are willing to pair 
off, or just join, on-line to do what it takes to 
achieve permanent weight loss as a life-long 
endeavor.

Meaning in life is therapeutic; it adds to 
the power of endurance and drive.

The mutual accountability of peers helped 
me achieve a calorie and exercise balance 
and stopped my episodically ballooning 
weight. Consequently, I  have remained in 

the normal weight range for 22  years. The 
evidence for the effectiveness of mutual ac-
countability as an impetus to lose more 
weight and keep it off is strong.

If you would like to be part of a free 
formative Zoom discussion on this topic, 
a potential source of online or even 
in-person buddies, first check out what 
has been shown to work for successful 
long-term weight loss by viewing a talk 
I presented at TC Columbia. It was just 
posted online for free access by Columbia 
Academic Commons, to be followed by 
Scholar Google. You can see what the ev-
idence reveals about permanent weight 
loss by watching this video, Report on 
Permanent Weight Loss (https://aca-
d e m i c c o m m o n s . c o l u m b i a . e d u /
doi/10.7916/rtgz-pc64).

If you think you might be up to doing 
what works, as depicted in the video, please 
email me at russellk100@gmail.com. Join 
me if you dare.

© Roberta Russell, November 22, 2022, 
New York City

Roberta Russell is the founder of the New 
York Calorie and Exercise Logging Group and 
author of R. D. Laing & Me: Lessons in Love 
with R. D. Laing (Hillgarth Press, 1992), Re-
port on Effective Psychotherapy: Legislative 
Testimony (Hillgarth Press, 1981, 1984, 
1994), and Report on Permanent Weight Loss 
(Columbia Academic Commons, 2017).

The New York Aquarium, Brooklyn. Photo by Roberta Russell. 
(Photoshop by Manuel Lopez.) Before and after. Photos: Harold Krieger.

By Roberta Russell
I was recently enthralled when I looked up 

and saw this sign, above a room-sized tank 
at the aquarium in Brooklyn: “Survival in 
the reef sometimes means teaming up. By 
working together both fish and anemone 
have a better chance for survival.” This les-
son from the sea has a special meaning for 
me.
In times of peace or turmoil having a bud-

dy can save your life. Having a compassion-
ate, committed kindred spirit is powerful, 
especially now, when we are more isolated 
from each other with remote work, often 
populated with impersonal icons instead of 
real people.
The therapeutic alliance has proven to 

be the most potent ingredient in success-
ful psychotherapy. A buddy, with common 
goals and a reference point can make the 
difference between success and failure, even 
between life and death.
For me this sign above the live swimming 

clown fish surrounded by sea anemone 
evoked a powerful memory. 
In the 70s, I was newly divorced, cleaved 

from my immediate family, and searching 
for meaning. Even then, fully aware of the 
power of alliance, I tried to connect with the 
most uplifting people I could find. Joseph 
Samson Murphy, PhD, a scholarly leader, 
whom I discovered in my heart-hunting 
quest, appeared to be a modern-day philos-
opher king. He had distinguished himself 
by recruiting Asian kids to go to college and 
had been in the vanguard of the Peace Corp 
in Ethiopia helping to eradicate smallpox. 
By the time I met him he was the young-
est president of Queens College, my alma 
mater. Then he became president of Ben-

nington, and, finally, the chancellor of City 
University of NY. 
I made Murphy’s acquaintance at the 

Queens College retirement celebration of 
my friend and mentor, professor emeri-
tus and psychoanalyst Arnold Bernstein 
(http://arnoldbernstein.net), a buddy, who 
also lacked his original immediate family. 
After I made three attempts to get to know 
Murphy, he paid me a visit, came back for 
more, and eventually joined me as an elect-
ed public member of the National Associa-
tion for the Advancement of Psychoanalysis 
(NAAP). We were charged with the task of 
protecting the public.
I was riveted by Murphy’s lofty conscious-

ness and buoyed by his support for my inde-
pendent academic endeavors in my official 
exploration of the active ingredients in psy-
chotherapy, which culminated in a written 
and oral published report to our committee 
(www.effectivepsychotherapy.org). 
Pre-internet, Murphy shared his library 

privileges with me, thereby allowing me ac-
cess to all the university libraries. I would 
bike over to the chancellor’s office to pick 
up books. In my pursuit of more of Mur-
phy I even learned to fly a plane alone, as he 
did when he came from Bennington to our 
Greenwich Village meetings. 
“Watch the fish,” Murphy said one day, 

cryptically, as he departed from an impact-
ful visit with me. Puzzled, but imaginative 
and undaunted, I went to the aquarium in 
Brooklyn to decipher his meaning. There, I 
met Father George D. Ruggieri, PhD, once 
a Jesuit priest, who subsequent to leaving his 
order, had become director of the aquarium.
Father Ruggieri, riding the tide, told me 

that the clown fish and the sea anemo-

ne join, but clown fish first must acquire 
protective coats so the poison that the sea 
anemone gives off does not harm them. 
To me, this meant that I should hone my 
defenses and sensibilities before trying to 
bond with anyone.
Guided by Ruggieri’s cautionary note, cou-

pled with Murphy’s encouraging spiritual 
support, I was aided in building purpose-
ful, fruitful friendships that wove them-
selves together to create a familial blend. 
This warm nurturing environment, that 
culminated in my 27-year marriage to Har-
old Krieger (HaroldKrieger.com), until his 
death in 2015, continues to inspire me to 
brave intimacy today.
Don’t go away prematurely. I went further. 
The power of getting buddies to share the 

daunting challenge of permanent weight 
loss is both real and organically possible 
without being tarred by commercial inter-
ests. I know this because I have succeeded 
in my own quest with the help of other kin-
dred spirits.
In the year 2000, after separating the 

weight-loss hype from the empirical evi-
dence and consequently moving from obese 
to normal, I sought structure by starting 
several free groups, at hospitals and librar-
ies in New York City and the Adirondacks 
committed to losing weight and keeping it 
off. You can link to download my free book 
and video of my Columbia TC presentation 
by the same name, Report on Permanent 
Weight Loss from scholar.google.com at 
www.permanentweightloss.org.
Now, I want to go further—with 

good-hearted people who are willing to pair 
off, or just join, on-line to do what it takes 
to achieve permanent weight loss as a life-

long endeavor. 
Meaning in life is therapeutic; it adds to 

the power of endurance and drive. 
The mutual accountability of peers helped 

me achieve a calorie and exercise balance 
and stopped my episodically ballooning 
weight. Consequently, I have remained in 
the normal weight range for 22 years. The 
evidence for the effectiveness of mutual 
accountability as an impetus to lose more 
weight and keep it off is strong. 
Buddy up?
If you would like to be part of a free for-

mative Zoom discussion on this topic, a 
potential source of online or even in-per-
son buddies, first check out what has been 
shown to work for successful long-term 
weight loss by viewing a talk I presented at 
TC Columbia. It was just posted online for 
free access by Columbia Academic Com-
mons. You can see what the evidence reveals 
about permanent weight loss by watching 
this video, Report on Permanent Weight 
Loss (https://academiccommons.columbia.
edu/doi/10.7916/rtgz-pc64). 
If you think you might be up to doing 

what works, as depicted without commer-
cial static in the video, please email me at 
russellk100@gmail.com. Join me if you dare. 

© Roberta Russell, January 18, 2023, New 
York City 

Roberta Russell is the founder of the New 
York Calorie and Exercise Logging Group and 
author of  R.D. Laing & Me: Lessons in Love 
with R.D. Laing (Hillgarth Press, 1992), 
Report on Effective Psychotherapy: Legisla-
tive Testimony (Hillgarth Press, 1981, 1984, 
1994), and Report on Permanent Weight Loss 
(Columbia Academic Commons, 2017).
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Outpatient Knee Pain Relief Has 
Come to Greenwich Village
By Frederick Francis Buechel, MD

As 2022 winds down, it’s as good time as 
any to take inventory of our physical wellbe-
ing and explore innovative ways to maintain 
an active lifestyle in the new year. Through-
out my career as a reconstructive orthopedic 
surgeon, I have seen individuals of all ages 
allow physical ailments to needlessly rob 
them of activities they once enjoyed.

As a specialist in both total and partial 
robotic knee replacements, I  am delighted 
to help patients play sports again, exercise, 
or simply keep up with their kids. My ro-
botic surgical expertise started 13 years ago, 
after observing one of the procedure’s pio-
neers (and my good friend), Dr. Martin 
Roche, perform an early robotic partial knee 
replacement. In my first year using the 
Mako Robotic System, I  performed 
230  partial knee replacements and have 
since done nearly 2,000  of them. In Au-
gust I had the honor of being the first sur-
geon to perform an outpatient robotic total 
knee replacement at Lenox Health Green-
wich Village (LHGV). Since then I  have 
performed various types of outpatient ro-
botic partial knee replacements —  medial, 
lateral and patellofemoral —  proudly bring-
ing this life-changing procedure to the West 
Village community.

Total knee replacement may be necessary 
for those who have extensive wear and tear 
in more than one of the three knee com-
partments. The great news is that if you re-

quire a total knee replacement, the surgery 
can be done as an outpatient procedure; but 
if you require hospitalization, it may be as 
short as an overnight stay. Total knee re-
placements performed with the Mako ro-
botic technology utilized at LHGV can 
provide patients with a customized knee 
installation based on their own ligament 
balance and natural alignment. This is 
achieved through the advanced ligament 
balancing software and increased safety 

provided by the robot-guided bone prepara-
tion. Robotic partial knee replacements are 
growing in popularity in comparison to to-
tal knee replacements, as they provide a 
quicker and less painful recovery, a more 
natural feel, and a better range of motion. 
They can also last decades —  like total knee 
replacements —  when done precisely, by an 
expert surgeon using robotic technology.

Some surgeons may not be comfortable 
with partial knee replacements because they 
did not have significant exposure to this 
procedure during their training. For this 
reason, many surgeons tend to opt for tradi-
tional total knee replacements, even when 
patients qualify for partial replacements. 
With the investments made at LHGV, by 
Northwell Health, we can thoroughly eval-
uate and examine each patient with state-
of-the-art imaging to assess the extent of 
their knee impairment. If the damage is 
concentrated to just the inner side, outer 
side, or kneecap, the patient may be a good 
candidate for a partial knee replacement. 
This relatively quick outpatient procedure 
provides significant pain relief and helps 
people return to their active lifestyles with 
the comfort they experienced before an in-
jury or joint deterioration.

Additionally, the state-of-the-art robotic 
technology that we utilize at LHGV for 
these procedures eliminates many potential 
complications of traditional surgery. We are 
able to use advanced CT scans to virtually 
plan the surgery ahead of time. The imaging 

helps us customize the operation to each 
patient’s particular anatomy and identify 
any issues that may arise before we even en-
ter the operating room. Furthermore, the 
robotic arm we use to prepare the bone for 
the implant is calibrated to the patient’s 
specific knee structure. This ensures the 
bone removal is personalized and exact, so 
no excess bone is unnecessarily removed.

A recent outpatient partial knee replace-
ment surgery I performed at LHGV was on 
a 47-year-old patient who lived and worked 
through debilitating pain for many years. 
He spent the last several years unable to run 
around with his kids, and struggled every 
day with pain and a limp. I performed ro-
botic medial partial knee replacement on 
both of his knees and within just a few 
hours of entering the facility, he was back 
home recuperating. A few short weeks later, 
he was able to return to work and is now 
running and keeping up with his kids —  all 
pain-free. It’s success stories like this that 
make my job so satisfying.

If you suffer from knee pain, I encourage 
you to make an appointment and come see 
me. Relief is quicker and easier than you 
may think. Call our office at 212–308–
3089  to make an appointment that may 
change your life and get you back to an ac-
tive lifestyle again.

Frederick Francis Buechel, Jr., MD is the di-
rector of robotic assisted knee surgery at Lenox 
Health Greenwich Village and Lenox Hill 
Hospital.
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Gabriella Torres-Ferrer, 
Untitled (Valora tu 
mentira americana) 
(detail), 2018. Hurricane 
ravaged wooden 
electric post with 
statehood propaganda, 
116 × 118 × 122 in. 
(294.6 × 299.7 × 309.9 
cm). Private collection; 
courtesy the artist and 
Embajada, San Juan

Javier Orfón, 
Bientéveo, 
2018-2022. 
Inkjet print, 
97 × 176 in. 
(246.4 × 447 
cm). 
Collection of 
the artist; 
courtesy 
Hidrante, 
San Juan

Armig Santos, Procesión en Vieques III, 2022. Acrylic and oil on canvas, 84 × 72 in. (213.4 
× 182.9 cm). Collection of the artist; courtesy the artist

from decommissioned school buses (Miguel 
Luciano’s Shields/Escudos) entices us to know 
that hundreds of public schools were closed in 
the last five years. At every corner, we discover 
another angle of this complex journey of ongo-
ing fate-making decisions by the powers that 
be, whomever that happens to be for each situ-
ation. A wall of striking political posters by 
Garvin Sierra Vega is captivating, including a 
face with a closed zipper as its mouth. As we 
look closely, the disturbing graphic messages 
ask us to dig deeper and understand.

I spoke with filmmaker Sofia Gallisá Muri-
ente and installation artist Gabriella N. Báez, 
both of whose fathers died soon after Hurri-
cane Maria, Báez’s, by his own hand. She cre-
ated a tender homage to him, photographs of 
the two of them stitched with red yarn, con-
necting the various pieces together with more 
red yarn representing their bloodline, red lines 
that could never be cut.

Muriente also lost her grandmother and cre-
ated a rich and poetic piece composed from 
16mm and Super 8  film transferred to HD 
video, Celaje (Cloudscape) dedicated to her. 
I got completely lost in the dreamy images, the 
editing choices which felt spontaneous like life 
is, and the peaceful, healing quality of the piece.

What struck me the most about this exhibit 
is the unabashed loyalty, deep attachment and 
love that all the artists and Curator Marcela 
Guerrero have for their country, its people and 
their families whether it is expressed in rage, 
sardonic wit, creative beauty with historical 
references or sheer affection and poetry.

I first heard about Solutions Journalism on 
the podcast, Your Undivided Attention, created 
by Tristan Harris and Aza Raskin, founders of 
the Center for Humane Technology who made 
the award-winning film, The Social Dilemma. 
They interviewed Tina Rosenberg, a New York 
Times journalist who, with her team, has guid-

ed and trained Solutions Journalism writers 
and assisted publications. The mission of Solu-
tions Journalism is “to transform journalism so 
that all people have access to news that helps 
them envision and build a more equitable and 
sustainable world,” My understanding is that it 
aspires to make good news out of bad news via 
specific calls to action, to encourage readers to 
take a stand in the face of inequity, and to edu-
cate, inspire and create change for the better 
within communities and for the world.

No Existe Un Mundo Poshuracan: Puerto Ri-
can Art in the Wake of Hurricane Maria is not 
journalism; it is a museum exhibit. However, it 
comes as close to being a celebration of and a 
wake-up call to Solutions Journalism in a mu-
seum as I have ever seen. It is a fierce and ener-
getic effort to invite others to do the same. 
There is much more to learn than can be com-
municated in one article, so I urge you to at-
tend this groundbreaking show.

Hannah Reimann is a pro musician, author, 
and educator who has made films as an actor and 
director. Creator of strettopianoconcerts.org, she 
also studied non-fiction writing at Sarah Law-
rence College with arts critic Dale Harris (Con-
noisseur Magazine, Wall Street Journal, Opera 
News, etc.) reimann.westview@gmail.com www.
hannahreimann.com
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A Century After the Burning of Smyrna: 
Recognizing Turkish Genocide of Greeks in Asia Minor
By Anastasia Kaliabakos

When most people think of Greece, the 
names of beautiful islands such as San-
torini, Mykonos, and Corfu often come 
to mind. However, Greece is famous for 
more than its attractive landscapes: it is 
also known as the birthplace of democracy, 
the home of philosophers, and the land of 
countless wars and struggles. The people 
of Hellas have undergone much torment 
to preserve the cultures of their poleis, 
from the reign of the Persians from the 
sixth through fourth centuries B.C., to the 
domination of the Ottoman Empire from 
the 13th through 19th centuries. Even af-
ter Greece declared independence from the 
Turks in 1822, the struggle was not over. A 
century later, a devastating act of genocide 
would be brought against the Greek peo-
ple—an event known today as the Burning 
of Smyrna, or the Smyrna Catastrophe.

Smyrna, now called “Izmir,” believed to 
have been settled around the start of the 
third millennium B.C., was one of the most 
prominent city-states in Ionia throughout 
antiquity. Because of its strategic location 
on the Aegean coast of Anatolia, citizens 
became very prosperous and rich by the 
seventh century B.C. Smyrna is also ru-
mored to be the birthplace of Homer. 

Even Alexander the Great recognized 
the prestige of Smyrna, and sought to 
have the city strengthened and enlarged. 
The renovations he and his generals set 
in motion established Smyrna as a model 
for the “Hellenistic city.” After the advent 
of Christianity, a church was established 
there. Though the city suffered destruction 
due to an earthquake in 178 A.D., it was 
considered so important that Roman Em-
peror Marcus Aurelius had the city rebuilt. 

Smyrna’s relevance eventually faded over 
the ensuing millennium; it was ripe for the 
taking when the Ottoman Empire began 
conquering Greece in the 14th century. 
However, the Turks would have a difficult 
time maintaining an ideological hold over 

this historic polis. The influence of Greek 
culture was so salient that the Turks began 
calling the city “Smyrna of the infidels.” 
They were then forced to divide control of 
the city between Christians and Muslims.

After the liberation of Greece, Smyrna 
once again became a financial and cultural 
hub of the nation. Although the Ottomans 
continued to control the area, technically, 
most of the factories, banks, and schools 
were run and backed by Greeks, who were 
the majority of the population, numbering 
around 320,000. 10,000 Armenians also 
lived in the city, and had established them-
selves as significant players in its develop-
ment, particularly regarding their involve-
ment with the Iranian silk trade. 

After WWI, Greece (re)occupied Smyrna, 
hoping that overthrowing unjust Turkish 
rule was at hand. However, the Greeks did 
not stop with Smyrna: they decided to be-
gin a military campaign that took them deep 
into Asia Minor. What followed over the 
next two years were complex and unsuccess-
ful attempts to beat the Turks, and the Greek 
effort would ultimately end in disaster. 

By August 1922, the Greek army was 
in shambles. The Turkish leader Kemal 
Ataturk had forced them to recall thousands 

of soldiers, putting the exhausted people 
of Hellas on the defensive. Addition-
ally, Smyrna’s previously beneficial location 
was now at risk. Around 150,000 refugees 
poured into the coastal city, quickly thrust-
ing Smyrna into chaos. On September 9, 
1922, the Turkish cavalry entered Smyrna. 
By the end of the day, the Turkish army 
began killing not just soldiers, but regular 
citizens and refugees—both Greek and Ar-
menian. Metropolitan Chrysostomos, the 
leader of the Greek Orthodox diocese in 
Smyrna, was brutally tortured and murdered 
in the street. Meanwhile, the last battalion 
of Greek soldiers surrendered and, subse-
quently, were imprisoned. Despite the car-
nage raging through the polis, some Greeks 
and Armenians believed that Ataturk would 
have mercy on them and peacefully annex 
Smyrna and its people into his republic. 
They were wrong.

The Turkish troops soon set the Armenian 
section of the city on fire. The city burned for 
four days, and thousands of people burned 
alive. The cruelty of this act finally moti-
vated a British admiral to send boats out to 
evacuate people. The ships overflowed with 
Greeks and Armenians trying to escape the 
fate of being flayed or burned to charcoal in 

the streets of their once beautiful homeland.
Soon, Ataturk decreed that any refu-

gee remaining in Smyrna by October 1st 
would be deported to central Anatolia. But 
this was a lie. Deportations began imme-
diately. It is estimated that 160,000 people 
were deported to central Anatolia and pos-
sibly 100,000 Greeks and Armenians were 
murdered during a few days.

100 years after this act of genocide, the 
Turkish government still refuses to admit 
to the atrocities. In 2021, the Turkish news 
outlet Yeni Safak published a piece blaming 
“Armenian gangs” for the fires, and actually 
referred to the event as the “Liberation of 
Izmir.” The article begins by stating, “Ar-
menian gangs broke out among the per-
petrators of the great fire that destroyed 25 
thousand real estates and killed 10 thousand 
people in Izmir, which was experiencing the 
joy of liberation from the Greek occupation 
a hundred years ago.” It is shameful this 
kind of misinformation is allowed to remain 
on the internet, and therefore necessary to 
make the true history of the Smyrna Catas-
trophe as accessible as possible; the innocent 
people who lost their lives long ago must be 
justly vindicated. 

When you think of Greece, instead of 
thinking of summer vacations and even 
philosophical theories, I propose that you 
think of strength in the face of suffering. 
Remember the innocent refugees in Smyr-
na who did not take part in military opera-
tions but still were brutally murdered for 
their religion and ethnicity. 

Anastasia (Stacey) Kaliabakos, a graduate 
of the Brearley School, is currently a Dana 
Scholar at the College of the Holy Cross, 
majoring in classics and philosophy. She is an 
opinions editor for Holy Cross’ newspaper, 
The Spire, editor-in-chief of the Parnas-
sus Classical Journal, and an avid matcha 
latte consumer. Anastasia has been featured 
in NEO Magazine, The Villager, and The 
National Herald. She has contributed to 
WestView News since 2018.

❏  Check for a 6 month subscription—$12.00    ❏  Check for one year—$24.00   ❏  I  love the paper—here is my gift $__________________

My name is ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Email ____________________________________________________________Phone Number__________________________________________

Make check payable to WestView Inc. and mail to Peter White, Subscription Manager, 1500 Brecknock Road, Apt 165,  Greenport, NY 11944
You may also subscribe online by visiting westviewnews.org and clicking SUBSCRIBE.

Subscribe to Support Local News  

PHOTOGRAPH OF THE BURNING OF THE SMYRNA taken from an Italian ship in 1922. 
Credit: Wikipedia.

You don’t have to live in New York to be a New Yorker. 
Give the gift of West View



31westviewnews.org WEST VIEW NEWSDecember/January 2023

Northwell.edu/ForTheVillage

Our expert team has you and your family covered 
with a wide range of primary and specialty care for 
all ages, from advanced orthopedic and imaging 
services to 24-hour emergency care. Wherever life 
takes you, Northwell is along for the ride—with a 
commitment to raising health, one neighbor at a time. 

Lenox Health
Greenwich Village
Northwell

SM

That's why we bring the world-class resources  
of Northwell, New York's largest health system, 
to the heart of your community. 

CARING  
FOR THE VILLAGE  
TAKES A VILLAGE

Northwell_1195121_LHGV_Print Ad_West View News_10x12.75
Size: 10” x 12.75”, FP

Publication: West View News



32 WEST VIEW NEWS December/January 2023 westviewnews.org

continued on page 30

Biological science deals with the human 
cell. Cells that exactly mimic human disease 
are fundamental for discovery of new drugs. 
However, in a sea of cells engineered to 
model disease, only a tiny number are suit-
able. Detecting and isolating the optimal 
cells is extraordinarily difficult. 
My PhD advisor, the late Gunter Blobel, 

MD, PhD, 1999 recipient of the Nobel 
Prize in Physiology or Medicine, and John 
D. Rockefeller, Jr. Professor and Howard 
Hughes Medical Institute Investigator at 
The Rockefeller University, is the father 
of contemporary cell biology. As a gradu-
ate student in Gunter’s lab for eight years, 
I toiled day and night using all the tedious 
and unreliable traditional methods to craft 
needed cells. 
My innovation was an idea to automate 

and improve the system. The University sold 
back the patent rights to Gunter and I be-
cause ‘the crazy idea would never work,’ but 
we did bring it to work. Now successfully 
commercially validated in diverse businesses 
and fields of use, including previously out-
of-reach goals like discovery of the non-ad-
dictive pain blocker at the center of the 
upcoming IPO, the technology opens the 
floodgates to usher in an era of accelerated 
drug discovery. But it is the UAE, not the 
U.S. where this story began, that knows how 
to say, “Open Sesame.”
The American Experiment began upon the 

discovery of this new continent 500 years 
ago. On a different continent, the Emirati 
Experiment began when seven Arab emir-
ates united 50 years ago. From my travels 
in the UAE over four exploratory trips in 
2022, I saw how the leadership of the UAE 
is opening new frontiers. Other countries 
also have oil wealth, but it is the UAE that 
has utilized it best to advance its nation and 
economy to a mind-boggling degree. In 
my estimation, the poles of the world are 
changing. The UAE has created the condi-
tions to realize the full potential of transfor-
mative technologies.
Dubai and Abu Dhabi are two of the emir-

ates of the United Arab Emirates. Com-
pared to NYC, Dubai, like Times Square, 
is an exciting international destination. 
Meanwhile Abu Dhabi, like the West Vil-
lage, is a beating heart of local life. The two 
city-states are separated by a one hour and 
a half taxi drive. 
Mostly desert a little more than 20 years 

ago, the UAE erected the mega cities literal-
ly out of the sand. Now the oil rich country 
is developing its non-oil sector where bio-
technology is just one of the next gushers 
in its sight. 
According to Catarina Caulfield, Indus-

try-to-Campus Connector at the Office of 
Career Exploration and Success at Rutgers 
University, international students no lon-
ger singularly prioritize the United States. 
Today, European and Asian cities are suc-
cessfully competing for the world’s bright-

est talent as well. According to Wikipedia, 
“research shows that there are significant 
economic benefits of human capital flight 
for the migrants themselves and for the re-
ceiving country.”
The UAE is extending this trend to the 

business community using various eco-
nomic free zones that offer incentives of all 
kinds. In addition, subject to individual ne-
gotiations, government-linked groups like 
Abu Dhabi Investment Office may reim-
burse foreign businesses 20% of their oper-
ating expenses in the UAE. 
Everything and everyone from the gov-

ernment to sovereign wealth funds to heads 
of business incubators are all pulling in the 
same direction.
On August 17, 2022, the UAE’s sovereign 

wealth fund Mubadala set up a $10 Billion 
fund for tech deals. “The move comes as 
Abu Dhabi—a city that’s among the few 
globally to manage over $1 trillion in sover-
eign wealth capital —ratchets up efforts to 
plow oil revenue into the technology sector 
and diversify its economy,” reported Private 
Equity Insider. 
On September 13, 2022, Sheikh Hamdan 

bin Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, 
Crown Prince of Dubai, Chairman of The 
Executive Council of Dubai and Chairman 
of the Board of Trustees of Dubai Future 
Foundation (DFF), launched the Dubai 
Research and Development (R&D) Pro-
gram during a meeting at the Dubai Future 
Foundation. According to the release, “the 
Program outlines Dubai’s top priorities in 
research, development, and innovation, and 
regulates projects, initiatives and legisla-
tions, as well as funding and investment in 
this area. It also aims to increase domestic 
spending on such projects and maximize the 
engagement of the private sector in launch-
ing and funding R&D projects.”
Bilal Kaafarani, former head of Global In-

novation at The Coca-Cola Company, says 
such scale of investment is in itself a form 
of innovation. In his book, “Breaking Away: 

How great leaders create innovation that 
drives sustainable growth—and why others 
fail,” Kaafarani provides the the example of 
Emirates Airlines: 
“Emirates reported net income of $964 

million through March 2010. Then it 
turned around and ordered thirty-two more 
A3802’s valued at $11 billion, giving the 
company more superjumbos than any other 
carrier. To put this growth in perspective, it 
took Lufthansa forty years to get thirty 747s 
in the air.” The UAE is investing in tech in 
the same big way today. For full disclosure, 
Bilal and I previously negotiated a strategic 
research collaboration between The Co-
ca-Cola Company and my first biotech-
nology company, Chromocell Corporation, 
where I served as Chief Scientific Officer.
When it comes to attracting talent, Dubai 

Science Park Director Marwan Abdulaziz 
put the government’s role this way: 
“In terms of attractiveness and competi-

tion, obviously, this needs to be driven by 
the government to make sure that we are 
attractive enough because let’s be honest, 
we’re competing with other regions, other 
countries, other places also want the best 
talent, the best technology, and I think that 
is an important role that the government 
needs to play and has to continue play-
ing.” Abdulaziz’s remarks made during an 
October 21, 2022 event on “The Future of 
UAE Healthcare” at Dubai Science Park are 
available at this link: https://www.youtube.
com/shorts/YJOneZ9bkjY
According to a January 4, 2023 report in 

Nature (https://www.nature.com/articles/
s41586-022-05543-x),  “relative to earli-
er eras, recent papers and patents do less 
to push science and technology in new 
directions” and “although the past centu-
ry witnessed an unprecedented expansion 
of scientific and technological knowledge, 
there are concerns that innovative activity is 
slowing.” 
It is the UAE that is taking the steps need-

ed to support big inventors, like Thomas 

Edison and The Wright Brothers, not to in-
vent brighter candles and faster cars, but to 
change the world as we know it.
By contrast, the U.S. grant making pro-

cess has become so arduous that researchers 
have been reduced to paper pushers, while 
the federal science-by-committee approach 
breeds me-too science and has no crystal 
ball for breakthroughs. I recall my late men-
tor Dr. Blobel recounting his innovative re-
search proposals which went on to win him 
both the Nobel Prize and King Faisal Prize 
were roundly dismissed by NIH review 
panels. 
There is also a supply and demand mis-

match in the U.S. with more technology 
than we can effectively utilize. Even with 
venture capital funding, the result is that 
more predictable technologies that offer in-
cremental advances are funded while bold-
er, disruptive and therefore also risker but 
transformative technologies that shoot for 
the stars are often passed up. 
Yet shooting for the stars is what is needed. 

Consider that currently, the average FAIL-
URE RATE IN THE PHARMACEUTI-
CAL INDUSTRY FOR THE DISCOV-
ERY AND DEVELOPMENT OF NEW 
DRUGS IS A STAGGERING 98%! This 
points to a dire need for improvements at all 
stages of the process. It is a complete con-
demnation of business as usual.
This brings me back to the IPO and why 

I am moving the promising science that 
made it possible to the UAE. The pain 
blocker that is the subject of the Chromo-
cell Therapeutic’s filing for an initial public 
offering with the Securities and Exchange 
Commission was discovered and developed 
using Chromovert® Technology. Transfor-
mative biotechnologies like Chromovert® 
exist, however high set-up cost and a threat 
to entrenched teams who fear obsolescence 
remain as barriers to entry. 
There is no legacy biopharma indus-

try in the UAE, no dinosaurs to shove 
aside. Stakeholders in the UAE can freely       

From Oil to Medicine
By Dr. Kambiz Shekdar, PhD

INVENTED AT THE ROCKEFELLER UNIVERSITY, CHROMOVERT® TECHNOLOGY PERMITS HIGH-SPEED PURIFICATION OF DE-
SIRED CELLS. 1) One or more target genes are added to cells to generate a mixed population of cell some of which contain target genes (or a mixed population of 
cells naturally expressing target genes is provided). 2) Fluorescent probes known as Molecular Beacons are added to the cells. 3) Exceedingly high expressing cells 
are detected and isolated using a process known as Cell Sorting to test and sift through millions of individual cells. 4) Robotic and automated methods are used 
to culture isolated cells for testing to characterize and select final optimally performing cellular clones. Photo Credit: Chromovert Inventor Dr. Kambiz Shekdar. 

continued from page 1
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cherry-pick from their choice of next-gen-
eration disruptive technologies to leap-frog 
the competition. Entire new pharmaceutical 
companies—bigger and better than Pfizer 
ever could be—can be created overnight, 
exactly like the UAE built its mega cities. 
Chromovert® is not a one-trick-pony, 

but a multi-use research engine to discover 
new products in numerous businesses and 
diverse fields of use. In addition to its use 
to discover non-addictive pain blockers be-
hind the upcoming IPO, Chromovert® was 
used in natural flavors research collabora-
tions with The Coca-Cola Company, Kraft 
Foods and Nestle to discover rare natural 
taste enhancing ingredients for use to cut 
salt and sugar in the diet. From applications 
in pain management, to flavors research to 
developing a broadly applicable curing elu-
sive disease like HIV/AIDS and beyond, 
Chromovert® is a true platform technolo-
gy. Other applications include cell therapy, 
biologics production, crop engineering and 
stem cell science. 
Based on my discussions with stakehold-

ers in the UAE, we envision creation of 
“Emirati Cell Bio” as a new jointly owned 
entity to ramp up the discovery engine. The 
United States ramped up DNA sequencing, 
once that was automated, to produce the 
first draft of the human genome as part of 
the “Human Genome Project.” Emirati Cell 
Bio is being created to for “Drug Discovery 
at Scale”™  to yield numerous drug candi-
dates for commercialization at once, each 
of them with a greater overall likelihood 
of success compared to current 98% failure 

rates. Why should the FDA approve only 
20 to 50 new medical drugs a year when 
countless more are needed?
One of the world’s top three national ge-

nome sequencing projects is the Emirati 
Genome Project in the UAE. This endeavor 
provides a wealth of genetic information. By 
actioning all that data into personalized and 
regional medicine, Emirati Cell Bio stands 
to advance the goals of personalized medi-
cine. Over time, the UAE may export and 
franchise the same model as Saudi Cell Bio, 
Nigeria Cell Bio, British Cell Bio, Ameri-
can Cell Bio, etc. 
Moreover, the Middle East has a pop-

ulation of 467 million, yet no significant 
biopharma or biotech capabilities outside 
of Israel. COVID especially revealed the 
resulting inequities in the world’s capabili-
ties and response. According to Alex Cos-
ta, Senior Health Advisor at UNICEF, this 
resulted in a push among peer NGOs to 
increase and enhance biopharma capabili-
ties worldwide for more equitable responses 
in the face of future biomedical calamities. 
Expansion of biopharma in the UAE is a 
necessary progression that will benefit the 
region, its people, and the world.
UAE also has a wealth of human talent 

and capital. Nationals from approximately 
200 countries flock to the UAE for great-
er opportunities. Recent rule changes now 
allow virtually anyone to visit for a period 
of six months, where you automatically ob-
tain a temporary work visa while looking for 
permanent work. 90% of the population in 
the UAE comes from abroad; only 10% are 
locals. The cultural diversity I witnessed in 

the UAE makes NYC feel like Pittsburgh. 
Unlike America which is a melting pot 

where everyone becomes American, the 
UAE is a melting pot with “meaty chunks,” 
as Stephen Severance, Director of Growth 
in the Masdar City Free Zone in Abu Dha-
bi, nicely puts it.
I can still taste the tender chunks of Pa-

kistani fish curry hand-held between my 
fingers like how you eat Pakistani food, the 
Indian coriander soup with buttery paratha 
bread and fresh pomegranate juice, the 
Egyptian grilled shrimp and seafood feast, 
the extra lemony “Beiruti” hummus, succu-
lent lamb shank and Lebanese mixed grill, 
the Persian Ghormeh Sabzie and tea, the 
Turkish coffee (I highly recommend Mai-
son Samira Maatouk). In drives between 
Dubai and Abu Dhabi, your driver might 
stop for some “Karak” on the way, which I 
highly recommend, a sugary sweet, carda-
mom-flavored jolt of ginger spiced bullet 
tea.
Beyond its international demographics, 

there is also a Middle Eastern style and 
flow to greetings and meetings. Introduc-
tory meetings scheduled for 30 minutes 
expand past three or sometimes four hours, 
depending on if you find common ground. 
Original agendas, objectives and ideas shift 
and expand to reflect each other more tight-
ly and firmly as a result. Goodbye back-to-
back half-hour Zooms. 
This business style immediately seemed 

warmer and more familiar to me, perhaps 
because of my own family heritage coming 
from the Middle East (I was born in Teh-
ran, Iran and grew up in Tehran, Karachi, 

London, and Hong Kong before moving 
to the United States where I currently live 
in New York City). However, I suspect the 
customs of this ancient trade route will feel 
equally as warm and welcoming to anyone 
who is open to it. 
In the UAE, I witnessed a veritable diver-

sity of the world’s humanity building a new 
future. I saw the cities the UAE built from 
out of the sand. I heard its vision for sci-
ence in Marwan Abdulaziz’s comments at 
Dubai Science Park. I am hooked on the 
promise of the Emirati Experiment as it 
turns its winning formula to biotechnology. 
As a New Yorker, biotech entrepreneur and 
global citizen, sign me up!
Last but not least, readers of my column 

in WestView News know about my efforts 
at Research Foundation to Cure AIDS 
(RFTCA) to use Chromovert® Technol-
ogy to develop a cure for AIDS on a not-
for-profit basis (See http://westviewnews.
org/2022/04/03/worlds-third-aids-patient-
cured/gcapsis/).
My colleagues and I donated our tech-

nology to RFTCA in the field of curing 
AIDS. I hope the upcoming IPO will help 
us find the champions we need to create the 
groundswell of support that is still needed 
to cure AIDS worldwide. 
In this article we spoke about incremental 

innovation versus innovation that shoots for 
the stars. The use of existing AIDS medi-
cations as “PrEP” to prevent HIV infection 
is a great new use of existing tools, and a 
prime example of incremental innovation. 
With treatment and prevention alone HIV/
AIDS will fester forever (See http://west-
viewnews.org/2019/09/02/wild-west-ad-
culture-on-facebook-targets-youth/gcap-
sis/).
By adding truly groundbreaking innova-

tions like a global cure alongside treatment 
and prevention, the world can do more than 
live with HIV, we can wipe AIDS off the 
face of the earth. By now at least five people 
have been cured of AIDS using stem cell 
strategies. Chromovert® holds promise to 
build a broadly available cure based on the 
science underlying these index cases. 
I have searched high and low but I can-

not even find one single AIDS activist who 
is championing a cure. It is no longer the 
science that is limiting a cure for AIDS, or 
for that matter any number of additional 
diseases. But it is time for us to learn from 
the UAE’s example and prioritize the inno-
vative technologies needed to deliver new 
medicines and cures.  

Rockefeller University alumnus and bio-
tech inventor Dr. Kambiz Shekdar, PhD is 
co-founder and former Chief Scientific Officer 
of Chromocell Corporation, President of Re-
search Foundation to Cure AIDS and CEO of 
Secondcell Bio. 

Contact kambiz.shekdar@secondcellbio.com.  

From Oil to Medicine
By Dr. Kambiz Shekdar, PhD

Technology park at the Masdar City Free Zone in Abu Dhabi, UAE. Photo credit: Kambiz Shekdar.

continued from page 32
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By Alec Pruchniki, MD

When Covid-19 hit New York City in ear-
ly 2020, I wanted to find some way to doc-
ument what I was seeing. As an older adult 
myself, living in the city, and as a physician 
with a primary care practice in an assisted 
living facility, I thought I might make ob-
servations about details of life during this 
pandemic that the main stream media 
missed. I started to put posts on Facebook, 
almost daily, about what I saw at the ground 
level. When I ended this long narrative, and 
at the encouragement of friends, I thought 
that maybe the posts should be collected 
and published in the hope that somebody 
somewhere would discover something of 
value. 
As other plagues have been described in 

Western literature, I thought I would look 
at similar works. I read The Decameron by 
Boccaccio, The Plague by Albert Camus, 
and Journal of the Plague Year by Daniel 
Defoe. Each of these were based on differ-
ent plagues, but the actual narrators of the 
stories were fictional and the events were 
described retrospectively. 
The Decameron, written in 1353, describes 

the 1348 bubonic plague in Florence, Italy. 
Although officials of the city try and isolate 
it when they hear of plague further east, it 
somehow enters Florence and spreads rap-
idly. Ten apparently wealthy citizens of the 
city, along with their servants, go to a palace 
outside of town and stay there telling stories 
to pass the time. They tell ten stories each, 
offering 100 tales in ten days, providing the 
book its title. Most of the stories are about 

love, sex, scandal, and repeats of various Re-
naissance stories. The plague itself serves as 
a way of setting up the format. Journal of the 
Plague Year describes the plague in London 
in 1665 but was written over 50 years later. 
Defoe appears to have researched the de-
tails but didn’t actually live through them. 
The Plague by Camus does not describe an 
actual event in Oran, Algeria in the 1940s, 
although there had been previous plagues 

there throughout history. It does appear to 
be an actual description of what occurs in a 
plague but also served as an intentional alle-
gory to the Nazi occupation of France. 
Although these stories didn’t help me put 

my book together, they were useful. Simi-
lar events also occurred throughout history 
concurrent with these other disasters, but 
not all identically (hence the subtitle of this 
article).

Denial comes first. China minimized the 
seriousness of Covid. President Trump said 
there were only a few cases, no more seri-
ous than the flu, and it would be gone in a 
few months. Officials in Florence thought 
they could close the city and avoid infection. 
Londoners weren’t initially worried since 
the disease hit only a few parts of the city, 
and residents of Oran felt that the thou-
sands of dead rats in the streets were upset-
ting, but it wasn’t clear what that indicated.
When the going gets tough, and the ep-

idemic is unavoidable, the rich folks flee 
from town. New Yorkers who could afford 
to did so en masse. The ten citizens of Flor-
ence had hidden in a palace. The English 
royal family left London for the duration of 
the plague. Residents in Oran had tried to 
leave, until the city was closed and put on 
quarantine.
Social distancing and isolation weren’t 

first conceived in 2020 and weren’t always 
voluntary, as it was a few years ago here. 
There were quarantines for some cities, and 
individual cases in Florence and Oran, but 
in London it was rigorously enforced. An 
individual who caught the plague, along 
with their entire family, would be forced 
to stay on quarantine in their home. The 
theory was that the family was already in-
fected from the initial case, so there was no 
option other than to ride out the course of 
the disease. Watchmen were hired to stay in 
front of quarantined houses for 24 hours a 
day, and in some cases the doors were nailed 
shut. Conflicts arose and healthy family 
members would slip isolation by sneaking 
out back doors, bribery of the guards, or 
sometimes outright lethal violence. And we 
complained about wearing masks!
What can my story add to these classic 

accounts, and all those I don’t know about? 
First, unlike the historical authors, I actually 
lived through the epidemic, in the heart of 
one of its epicenters. Second, my observa-
tions were made directly and not derived 
from accounts and histories of others. Third, 
I looked for the small details left out of the 
mainstream media accounts and medical 
literature—in a city as diverse as New York 
there were lots of details that varied from 
building to building, block to block, and 
neighborhood to neighborhood. Finally, as 
a doctor, I saw how my patients were suffer-
ing, but also coping, surviving, and rebound-
ing as the pandemic lessened. Although I’m 
an amateur writer, I hope my work can con-
tribute to the literature on plagues so that 
we will be a little better at coping the next 
time one hits. And, there will be a next time.

The Story of Four Plagues

These personal ground level observations and posts about life in New York City during the Covid pandemic 
are unlike anything commonly reported in the national mass media. This looks at the people in the streets, 
subways, bars, restaurants, stores and museums. It is an attempt to see and remember the fine details that 
previous accounts missed. Ranging from April 2020 to April 2022 it is not just about the horrors of the 
plague itself, but also of the resistance, resilience and the start of recovery. It is as much about hope for the 
future as despair about the past.
Available from Amazon and Barnes and Noble, trying to get it carried by local bookstores.

“History doesn’t 
repeat itself, but 
it often rhymes.” 

-Mark Twain
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Her evening routine for over a decade: Maggie perched on her 
stool in the window at Left Bank, enjoying her views of the 
“doggies,” while sipping rose wine with ice—one glass daily plus 
a generous splash. She was rarely without one of her signature 
chunky beaded necklaces, which she selected from an unnum-
bered collection, amassed mostly from years of Caribbean travel 
of which she often mused.

She considered the corner of Perry St. and Greenwich St., to 
be holy in a way, a particularly special corner of the world from 
where she participated in, and keenly observed life in the west 
village carry on.

-Joel Gordon

Left Bank Staff Remembers Maggie

Cremation and Flower Vase Urn holding Maggie Berkvist ashes in front of her bar stool in the Left Bank, where she would look out and enjoy a daily glass (and a half ) of rose, and her signature chunk beaded necklace.  
c) Joel Gordon 2022
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REPRIEVE FOR ELIZABETH 
STREET GARDEN

Eric Uhlfelder

25 Nov 2022 Demolition of the Elizabeth 
Street Garden has been put on hold.

The City of New York has been hellbent on 
destroying this remarkable community gar-
den, located just north of Little Italy. It owns 
the land and had cut a deal with a developer 
to build 123 senior citizen units at the site be-
tween Spring and Prince Streets.

But early in November, State Supreme 
Court Judge Debra James said not so fast.

In an area with limited open space, the city 
inanely argued that destroying the mature 
one-acre community garden would “have no 
significant effect on the quality of the envi-
ronment.”

As a result, the city never bothered to pre-
pare an in depth study that would attest to 
this claim. This is especially odd considering 
the parcel is within the Chinatown and Little 
Italy Historic District, which is listed on the 
State and National Registers of Historic 
Places.

The judge is requiring the city to prepare an 
environmental impact statement. If the city 
proves the development’s negative environ-
mental effects can be sufficiently mitigated, 
then the city may be able to move ahead.

Norman Siegel, the civil rights lawyer who 
represents the non-profit Elizabeth Street 
Garden, Inc, which has nurtured and main-
tained this space, explains, “The law in the 
case says (the city) has to take a hard look at 
the environmental issues, and one of the big-
gest issues they have to look at is the loss of 
open space.”

This decision was certainly a win for the 

garden. But it hardly assures its survival.
The city, with the private developer, can 

write the EIS and undoubtedly find all the 
good the new housing will do for the city and 
downplay any negative impacts. And then 
the municipal review process will undoubt-
edly sign off on these findings.

ESG and Siegel can argue the merits of 
the findings. But at the end of the day, it will 
take remarkable fortitude and invention to 
stop the city after it establishes proof of its 
negative declaration.

Even before work on an EIS begins, the 
New York City Department of Housing 

Preservation and Development, the agency 
that’s driving the project, is appealing the 
judge’s ruling. Despite the soundness of this 
decision, an appeals court judge could reverse 
the decision. ESG would then likely appeal 
that ruling.

But the city has deeper pockets than ESG, 
allowing it to recklessly pursue a policy that 
makes no sense environmentally, socially, and 
economically. Here is a rare, organic space 
that the city doesn’t even pay to maintain. 
ESG does that. The garden has enhanced the 
attractiveness and value of all properties 
around it, a selling point for anyone consider-

ing buying a home near the space, while gen-
erating fees from TV and film shoot.

Then there’s the issue of Covid-19, which 
will be with us for a long time, further beg-
ging the need for quality open space that can 
be enjoyed year-round.

Joseph Reiver, executive director of the 
ESG, Inc., explains the city is making this a 
binary matter —  housing or a park. He be-
lieves that’s wrong. “It’s a false choice, a di-
vide and conquer tactic,” he explains, “to say, 
well, would you rather have senior affordable 
housing or a lush community garden? We are 
in dire need of both.” Reiver questions why 
any city agency or leader would make it 
sound like “we can only have one or the oth-
er.”

Attracting the attention of major news 
outlets, CNN recently spoke with Commu-
nity District 1 Councilmember Christopher 
Marte, who represents the garden’s neighbor-
hood. Marte says there are alternative sites in 
which could “build senior affordable housing, 
where we can get up to four times more units 
than at the Elizabeth Street Garden site.” 
But, he says, the city has rejected each pro-
posal.

We’re stuck with broken politics in Wash-
ington because republicans and democrats 
rarely communicate and compromise. It’s 
even more frustrating to see this breakdown 
in a city as progressive and as wealthy as New 
York, which assuredly can afford to host both 
a community garden and subsidized senior 
housing.

To see the decision, click: https://casetext.
com/case/elizabeth-st-garden-inc-v-the-
city-of-new-york

Elizabeth Street Garden.  Photo Credit: Eric Uhlfelder
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Greenwich Village Little League Opens Spring 
Registration, Looking Forward to Full Programs
By the WestView News Staff

Winter might just be getting underway, 
but Greenwich Village Little League 
(GVLL) is already looking forward to 
spring. GVLL, which accepts registrants 
who live or go to school on the west side of 
Manhattan, from SoHo up through Green-
wich Village and Chelsea to Hell’s Kitchen, 
opened registration for their spring season 
on November 17th, and spots are already 
filling up fast.

“Last year we returned to about 75 per-
cent of where we were before Covid, enroll-
ment-wise,” said Peter Marino, GVLL 
President. “We are anticipating that this 
coming spring our programs will be as full 
and as vibrant as they have ever been.” 
Games and practices are held on fields in-
cluding Pier 40, JJ Walker Park, Chelsea 
Park, and DeWitt Clinton Park.

GVLL welcomes children from 
4–16 years of age in its baseball and softball 
programs. Four-to-six-year-olds learn the 
basics in Tee ball, while the Junior Minors 
and Minors divisions offer ample opportu-

nities for players from 7–11 years old, both 
novice and experienced, to get their feet 
wet, hone their skills, and connect with 
friends old and new. “One of the greatest 
features of Little League is how it expands 
our children’s circles of friendships beyond 
just their own school into the larger Man-
hattan community,” said Marino.

More competitive 9–12-year-olds can try 
out for the AAA and Majors divisions, 
where scores are kept, standings are 
watched, and it all comes down to the 
championships in June. For middle and 
high school-age players —  those looking to 
keep playing for fun, or to supplement their 
school seasons —  the Junior and Senior di-
visions offer the chance to compete in in-
ter-league play with neighboring Little 
Leagues.

GVLL takes pride in its efforts to pro-
vide inclusive programs that accommodate 
new players who are just learning baseball 
and softball, casual players who are focused 
on fun and exercise with friends, and those 
who are more experienced and passionate 
players. ToniAnn Bonade, executive vice 

president and director of GVLL’s travel 
program, explains, “We offer tons of clinics 
before and during the season to help novice 
players learn the fundamentals, and we also 
schedule our AAA and Majors divisions’ 
games during the week so competitive play-
ers that want to play travel ball on the 
weekends don’t have to choose between 
that and playing Little League with their 
friends —  they can do both!”

This strategy, which includes both pro-
viding a supplementary travel program 
called ACEs as well as cooperating closely 
with other local travel programs, has been 
paying off. As covered in WestView News 
last June, GVLL’s teams performed well in 
the Memorial Day tournament played an-
nually among Manhattan Little Leagues, 
and the league’s 10U team won the District 
23 title in the Little League World Series 
tournament.

GVLL also offers the Challenger pro-
gram, run in cooperation with Downtown 
Little League, for players from 4–18 years 
old (22  if still in school) with physical or 
developmental challenges. Players are 

coached and mentored in safe, accommo-
dating, fun weekend games that never fail 
to leave smiles on everyone’s face. The 
Challenger program, which is free of 
charge, has exploded in popularity of late, 
welcoming over 60 players last year.

Challenger might be free, but baseball 
and softball registration fees run between 
$300-$450  depending on the age level, 
with early-bird discounts available until 
January 1st. Furthermore, says Marino, 
“GVLL offers scholarships to any families 
who request them. It is very important to us 
that any child in our catchment who wants 
to play is able to, regardless of financial cir-
cumstances. The generosity of our sponsors 
and donors make it possible for us to ensure 
that.”

Registration is open until divisions and 
teams fill up. Weekend indoor workouts will 
be available at no extra cost to registered 
players beginning in December, lasting until 
just before the season begins on April 1st 
with the traditional Opening Day festivities 
at Pier 40. More information and registration 
forms are available at http://gvllnyc.com.
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From Snack to Seed: A Healthy and Inspiring 
Journey with Amborella Organics
By Dana Jean Costantino

For this issue I  am so de-
lighted that I got the chance to 
speak with Taylor Clarke, one 
of the founders of Amborella 
Organics. Their eco-friendly 
and healthy (and delicious too) 
products are not only unique 
and beautiful, they are 
multi-layered: such as a lolli-
pop whose stick you can plant 
after eating it  —  the biode-
gradable stick contains a seed 
which will then grow into a 
plant or herb! What an idea! 
Taylor answers a series of ques-
tions that shed light on run-
ning an eco-friendly business, 
what it takes to grow as a com-
pany, and how to make a posi-
tive impact in today’s market 
landscape. With an emphasis 
on nature, health and wellness, 
and a little help from Ambo-
rella Organics, we can find 
some new sprouts of positive 
being in our busy city lives.

Q: Where did the idea for 
your brand sprout from?

A: My co-founder and hus-
band Brennan grew up garden-
ing with his grandmother. 
Years later, he was watering his 
tomatoes and reminiscing 
about the time they spent in 
the garden together. He won-
dered about how he could cre-
ate a product that allowed oth-
er people to have that 
experience in nature with 
someone they love. As he day-
dreamed, he began to think 
about how the flowers in his 
garden looked like lollipops —  
bulb and stem, stick and candy. 
This is where the idea of a lol-
lipop that could be devoured 
then planted to grow herbs and 
flowers was first born. He 
shared this with me, and we 
began to develop the 
seed-bearing technology and 
sourced a candy-maker to con-
ceive preliminary recipes that 
have continued to evolve 
alongside our values. 

Q: How many years have 
you been in business and what 
would you say is the biggest 
learning experience from 
when you started till now?

A: It will be seven years in 
March! Growing a company 
you’re passionate about doesn’t 

make it easy; sometimes it 
makes it more challenging. 
Stay true to your vision and re-
mind yourself of what you’re 
capable of achieving —  grit is 
essential. 

Q: Are you developing any 
new products or flavors that 
you can tell us about?

A: Yes! We just launched the 
first 100 percent recyclable gum-
my pouch on the market with 
our vegan Garden Gummies. 
They contain 0g of sugar, no sug-
ar alcohols, and are offered in 
botanical shapes and flavors. We 
have an immunity flavor, sour, 
and a multi-pack with flavors 
that nod to our seed-bearing lol-
lipops. The gummy space is 
crowded, and we have no interest 
in creating a product unless we 
can add value in several ways. 
We truly feel we’ve done that 
with our Garden Gummies. 

Q: What is most rewarding 
for you as you continue this 
journey with your brand?

A: Most rewarding is seeing 
humungous smiles on faces 
when they learn about a 
seed-bearing lollipop, kids 
thinking about sustainability 
differently, and providing jobs 
as a small business owner. 
From our internal kitchen and 

packaging team, to graphic de-
signers, food safety, photogra-
phy, and so on, the impact real-
ly is incredible.

Q: I  love that the lollipops 
have a biodegradable stick 
that can be planted, and seeds 
sprout from it to grow flowers 
and herbs. Which are your fa-
vorite herbs and flowers?

A: We have a raised garden 
bed at home and on a practical 
level we use the herbs the most, 
but it’s nice to have the flowers 
to brighten the space. Mari-
gold, grown from our peach 
and marigold seed-bearing lol-
lipop, is a great pest deterrent 
too. This pop was used at Dis-
ney’s Coco premier years ago!

Q: What are some things 
that you do daily that help the 
environment, and what do 
you recommend for those of 
us who want to take better 
care of planet Earth?

A: Aside from doing our 
best to continue building a sus-
tainable brand, you can easily 
spot Brennan getting out of 
the water after he surfs, be-
cause he’s collecting trash. 
I have a lot of respect for other 
brands who are authentic and 
working hard to make a differ-
ence. I try to uphold them and 

the planet with my purchasing 
power on a daily basis. My ad-
vice is to be more connected to 
nature because when you are, 
you will inherently protect it.

Q: Since we are an NYC-
based newspaper, where can 
our readers find your products 
locally?

A: KINKA, based in Astoria, 
offers deliveries in Manhattan. 
We love their plant-sitters’ 
guide on their website. Buy 
some low maintenance apart-
ment plants (and our pops). Be 
on the lookout for their pop-
ups across Manhattan soon. 
https://www.kinka.nyc/. We’re 
also sold at New Stand on 
Broadway and West 44th Street 
(https://www.timessquarenyc.

org/ locat ions/new-stand), 
Bright Pharmacy & Medical 
Supply in Brooklyn, and Rosa-
mond Gifford Zoo in Syracuse.

Additional New York con-
nections we’ve worked with in-
clude University Neighbor-
hood Middle School, NYU 
Gallatin, L’Oréal, Tommy Hil-
figer, Squarespace, Marc Ja-
cobs, URBN Playground, and 
City Gardeners Club of New 
York City.

Q: Any advice you can share 
for those out there wanting to 
start their own healthy/
eco-friendly business?

A: Find a way to add value 
and dive in. Consumers want 
sustainable products and 
brands more than ever.

Amborella Organics Seed Bearing Lollipops. Photo credit: Heather 
Marie Collins.
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Happy Owl-idays!
By Keith Michael

“…and the clock on the wall 
ticked among them all louder and 
louder. Marie looked around, and 
had almost run terrified away 
when, instead of the owl, there sat 
Papa Drosselmeier on the clock, 
with his yellow coat-tails hanging 
out like wings.” Nutcracker and 
Mouseking, E.T.A. Hoffmann 
(1816).

As long as I  can remember, 
I’ve associated owls with winter 
and the story of the Nutcracker. 
Sleuthing through why that 
should be evokes a labyrinth of 
memories more confusing than 
E.T.A. Hoffman’s tale within a 
tale The Story of the Hard Nut. 
Surely it must be due to more 
than that one quoted sentence!

My first knowledge of the 
Nutcracker was from a shiny 
78  rpm record (oh, how that 
dates me) of the Nutcracker Suite 
sung by Fred Waring and his 
Pennsylvanians with tinny, witty, 
fiendishly brisk lyrics to high-
lights from Tchaikovsky’s inde-
structible score. I played that re-
cord so often that the brittle disc 
lost its sheen and the cheerful 
voices became scratchier and 
scratchier. At some point I found 
out that the Nutcracker was also a 
ballet. Soon, I  had a two-disc 
long-playing 33 1/3 rpm orches-
tral recording of the full score —  
which I also played into oblivion. 
It’s likely that the album cover 
notes (remember those?) intro-
duced me to Herr Drosselmeier 
and a grandfather clock with a 
haunting owl perched on top! 
But I never saw a ballet perfor-
mance of the holiday staple until 
years later.

My father collected antique 
clocks. More than fifty ticking 
wound clocks populated our 
house —  in every room, on every 
wall and stair landing —  includ-

ing five grandfather clocks. The 
on-the-hour and half-hour 
chiming, day and night, was 
nothing short of cacophony. One 
clock also rang two minutes after 
the hour “in case you missed it 
the first time.” Perhaps it was my 
father’s Drosselmeier-esque ec-
centricity, without the cape or 
the spun glass wig, and all of 
those bells announcing the time 

that cast a spotlight on that one 
E.T.A Hoffman sentence bur-
dened with the word “owl.” 
I  honestly don’t recall when 
I first read the entire Christmas 
classic.

I’ll cut this part of the story 
short. (You can always join me 
for a martini for the longer ver-
sions of my tales.) Inexplicably, 
in elementary school I  began 

making marionettes and putting 
on shows. By high school I had 
created an elaborate touring 
35-marionette version of the 
Nutcracker, with me as head pup-
peteer and my mother as stage-
hand and driver. There were 
marching soldiers, a growing 
Christmas tree, waltzing flowers, 
and, of course, a miniature 
grandfather clock with an owl on 

top that flew off when the twelve 
bells of midnight rang, circling 
the Lilliputian stage on anatom-
ically correct felt feather wings!

Then, after a nearly 30-year 
owl-free hiatus and the birding 
bug had stung me, the allure of a 
December Long-eared Owl 
poised high in a Central Park 
pine tree, nearly imperceptibly, 
rekindled that midnight mys-
tery. Since then, I’ve seen many 
owls in New York: Barn Owls, 
Screech Owls, Short-eared 
Owls, Long-eared Owls, Saw-
whet Owls, Barred Owls, Snowy 
Owls, and Great Horned Owls. 
Owling etiquette prevents me 
from telling you exactly where 
they were. The Thanksgiving 
holiday and my academic vaca-
tion week between Christmas 
and the New Year have lured me 
into often frigid and snowy 
tromps through all the boroughs 
and beyond in pursuit of a fleet-
ing glimpse of these elusive den-
izens of the night.

In 2011, when I  rechoreo-
graphed my Nutcracker ballet for 
New York Theatre Ballet, it 
seemed essential to once again 
expand upon the metaphor of 
time with a stage-sized mantel 
clock and a puppet owl perched 
on the corner of an art nouveau 
picture frame. This may be a “full 
circle” inevitability, but, truthful-
ly, I’ve found that I just like owls.

As we launch into the season 
of marzipan and sugar plums, 
may an owl of happiness cross 
your path. Happy Owl-idays to 
you!

Keith Michael ’s The Nutcracker 
for New York Theatre Ballet www.
nytb.org can be seen at the Winter 
Garden at Brookfield Place, De-
cember 2–4, and at Florence Gould 
Hall, December 9–11.

Visit keithmichaelnyc.com or fol-
low @newyorkcitywild on Insta-
gram.

A Long-eared Owl in Central Park. Photo by Keith Michael.
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The Medium Is The Message
Talk To Me

By Tom Lamia

I was reminded of the practical effect of 
the changing seasons yesterday when I vis-
ited the very small South Bristol, Maine, 
post office to dispatch certified mail. There 
were three of us there, not including the 
dutiful and pleasant Peggy the postmis-
tress. Having room for only two custom-
ers at a time, I waited outside for my turn. 
This provided opportunity to hear through 
the open door to the operations center, the 
postal purposes of the others. Both were 
there to make arrangements for the for-
warding of mail to a fall, winter and spring 
address far to the south. Peggy knew each 
of these customers well so the ritual was 
being performed with efficiency and good 
humor. My mind began to turn to the vary-
ing life situations of my neighbors in South 
Bristol and throughout coastal Maine 
where the social and economic situations 
of summer visitors and full year residents 
vary dramatically. As I eavesdropped I 
mused about the likely silo effect of these 
differences on social conversation between 
these communities. As a former New York-
er and long time summer resident before 
my professional retirement ten years ago 
transitioned me to full time resident, I had 
confidence that the conversation topics of 
summer visitors and local residents were 
different both in subject matter and tone. 
I knew this but I also knew that I was not 
fully a part of either category. Being from 
away I could not aspire to true intimacy 
with my fellow Mainers born and bred here 
in Maine. Did this, I wondered, make a dif-
ference in what locals and visitors heard, 
thought and knew to be true?
I concluded that, yes, it did. In this context 

at least social and economic differences 
are a near total barrier to fully candid con-
versation about life causes such as family 
and politics. This barrier is summed up in 
the expression “from away,” a barrier that 
several years ago came to my mind when I 
wrote the first of these columns. The vener-
able “from away” tag line is used to make 
note of  “stranger to our way of life” status 

anywhere in Maine.  Its use separates lo-
cals from visitors of course but it goes well 
beyond in that it is both impermeable and 
porous. It does not connote hostility, only 
distance. It means simply that the person 
from away comes from a different world 
of upbringing, ambition and circumstance. 
When two locals meet to discuss an issue 
each will understand the other uncritically 
and will be disposed to help with the is-
sue. With a person from away the local will 
hope for a useful response on the issue, but 
does not expect one—the cultural gap be-
ing supposed too great a leap.  
At town meetings, where school, police, 

fire control, roads, buildings, sanitation 
and construction of all kinds, are debated 
and decided, those from away are seldom 
in attendance; these issues generally do not 
concern them and their involvement may 
be resented. 
This parable has resonance in the current 

expression of “having skin in the game.” 
There is an obvious logic to staying in your 
lane on subjects that have a differing effect 
on those who may be involved. This seems 
innocent enough; harmless and reasonable. 
But if these differences are shaped by limits 
to the debate that exclude the viewpoints of 
others and magnify and distort the appeal 
to your interest, then you might see the 
issue as one that is veering into your lane 
and needful of your support. The issue has 
entered your silo by being defined in your 
terms. This is what social media can do, 
and does, to get and maintain your interest. 
Websites such as Facebook and Twitter 

use the Internet as a channel to enormous 
populations of users. That speaks well of 
their technical innovation and entertain-
ment acumen. These are good things. The 
need for regulation of social media once 
focused principally on market control. 
That time has not passed but gains in cy-
ber technology have led to a greater need 
for regulation. Patent and other intellectual 
property protection have stimulated prog-
ress and rewarded investors. The compa-
nies that comprise social media are legally 
entitled to the protection from competition 

that has nurtured them. Arguably we all 
benefit from protected innovation—that 
is not my issue here. The harm is in the 
algorithms used to control the consum-
er’s use of the platform. In essence, these 
algorithms can, with extraordinary preci-
sion, identify what the customer likes and 
with that information provide more of the 
same. Users are herded into sites that echo 
their interests. Gore, lust, gossip, political 
extremes, disinformation, anything at all 
that can be found in cyberspace, can be 
provided. Ad revenues from purveyors of 
the stuff that titillate users fund these algo-
rithms. The only controls that protect the 
public interest are the screening devices 
used by the owners of the sites. I hope I 
can be forgiven for pointing out that one 
who profits from an activity is not likely 
to effectively control it. Ads that target the 
psyche of the user are profitable and are not 
themselves regulated. 
What I see from this allegory about social 

media and silos of interest is that, perhaps 
without noticing, our political conversa-
tions have become conversations with only 
the like minded. To a shocking degree our 
historical capacity to govern ourselves has 
fallen victim to hearing only what we want 
to hear and it is being made available to us 
through social media. 
 Cable and broadcast news no longer do 

their own reporting. When presented, the 
news is qualified by its source (““the New 
York Times is reporting that . . .”). The ad-
vocacy media provides only what favors 
their point of view (Fox News, MSNBC 
and others of varying levels of responsibil-
ity). What is known as mainstream media 
is pilloried for its failure to subscribe to the 
varied viewpoints of political candidates 
and causes. The opportunity to hide in your 
silo of like-minded people is being expand-
ed more or less constantly by recourse to 
anonymity and the related ratcheting up 
of howls and screeds of intolerance of any 
point of view but one’s own. What is the 
harm? 
The harm is in the resulting chaos in the 

marketplace for ideas. The manipulation of 

truth is the vehicle of chaos and our politi-
cal welfare is the innocent victim.
This says nothing about who is right or 

wrong in the direction that the conversa-
tion has taken; it says everything about the 
destruction of the medium of messaging 
that sustains our democratic society. With-
out reliable factual evidence there is no 
informed voting populace. Without penal-
ties for lies, manipulation of truths and a 
heightened regard for clear statement, we 
cannot stop the slide to chaos that we are 
now experiencing.
What penalties? For a start it is worth not-

ing that there is a notion out there in the 
conversation that the First Amendment 
protects any speech at all and is particular-
ly applicable to political speech. That is not 
true and never has been true. Defamation 
laws (libel and slander) apply to political 
speech. The press has protections against 
false statements made about political and 
public figures without actual malice. This 
is not in the Constitution; it comes from 
case law, the purpose of which is to protect 
political speech, not to remove its bounds 
of truth. 

To follow up on this theme, it is long past 
time to hold any platform using the Internet 
to reach the public responsible for its con-
tent. I fail to see the logic or legal justifi-
cation for treating these platforms any dif-
ferently from the press. Our constitutional 
protections for a free press are time-hon-
ored despite an often-reckless past. One 
person’s reckless behavior is another’s in-
vestigative search for wrongdoing and cor-
rection. Today the Internet is the press. The 
FCC is restrained by 47 U.S.C. § 230 from 
holding social media platforms account-
able for what comes from their users. To 
continue to allow an Internet-based social 
media to be shielded from responsibility 
by this law is wrong and harmful; it needs 
repeal, but chances are that democracy will 
die before a Congress dependent on the lar-
gesse of social media campaign financing 
will vote for repeal.
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Walking in a West Village Wonderland
Photos by Karilyn Prisco
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NEW KID ON THE BLOCK

“Heaven blew every trumpet and played every 
horn on the wonderful, marvelous night you were 
born.” —  Nancy Tillman

Liza Kluttz was born in the wee hours on August 
9, 2022 at Weil Cornell Hospital on the Upper 
East Side, measuring 9 lbs, 1 oz and 21 inches (the 
99th percentile!). Liza came home with her parents, 

Alixe and Nat Kluttz, to their Bleecker Street 
home and has been loving life in the West Village 
ever since. Her big puppy sister, Perry, has been 
showing Liza around the neighborhood, particular-
ly the shops along Bleecker, including daily visits 
to her favorite ladies at the Diptyque store for a 
dog treat. Some of Liza’s favorite activities include 

Saturday strolls to the Farmer’s Market at Abing-
don Square, brunch at the Little Owl, dinner at 
Joseph Leonard, frozen margs at Cowgirl, and 
weekend trips to Leroy Dog Park on the West Side 
Highway. Liza is a proud West Village resident and 
her parents are readers and lovers of the WestView 
News. Welcome, Liza!

Liza was all smiles for her 1-month photos. 
Photo by Lacy Kiernan Carroll.
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Photo credit: Timothy Birchby

12-Year-Old Reporter on Assignment 
in the Redwoods of Big Sur

I went into the woods because there 
was a pandemic. When life changed for 
everyone, our family returned to our 
homestead, a redwood forest in Big Sur. 
To begin the expedition to our land, we 
cross 7 rivers and drive along a dirt road 
up the side of a mountain, to arrive at our 
off-grid, cozy cabin. Our land is a work-
ing model, (and sometimes a non-work-
ing model), of alternative energy, with 
solar panels, and a Pelton wheel that pro-
vides us with electricity. I  have been 
dreaming of how a Pelton wheel could be 
utilized in NYC with all of our rain and 
tall buildings, since water and elevation 
are two of the key components in har-
nessing electricity this way. The land has 
taught me so much. Nature is one of my 
best teachers. Another great teacher is 
my science mentor Geoff Von Saltza, so 
I decided to interview him about hydro-
electric power. Now, without further ado, 
my interview.

Alden: Hello I’m Alden, what is your 

name?
Geoff: My name is Geoff.
Alden: For my first question you’re a 

biology and life scientist, what does that 
mean?

Geoff: So, biology is the study of living 
things also known as organisms, so 
things on the land, and so living things 
encompass all animals on planet earth, 
both land and sea in the air and in the 
water.

Alden: Cool, now I’ve been studying 
Nikola Tesla and he talked about the 
natural forces of the earth turned into 
power like a Pelton wheel, how hydro 
power works.

Geoff: So, hydro power refers to gen-
erating power, normally electric power 
with the use of water. And that is almost 
exclusively by using water to fall through 
a gravitational field, like from a high spot 
to a low spot, that creates potential ener-
gy to kinetic energy, and the kinetic en-
ergy can be put to use for mechanicals. 

So, essentially, it’s water falling down a 
pipe or waterfall, onto a water wheel, or 
Pelton wheel, to capture the energy of 
the gravity, and water.

Alden: After hurricane Sandy many 
people didn’t have electricity for weeks, 
so how would it be possible to have Pel-
ton wheels in New York so we can avoid 
this in the future?

Geoff: Well, that’s a pretty significant 
challenge. A Pelton wheel, is essentially a 
sophisticated water wheel. For the New 
York system you would have to have a 
tremendous flow of water. So, you would 
have to have multiple hydroelectric sys-
tems throughout New York City. So as 
long as the gravity is doing the work, and 
each person would have a couple of Hy-
dro turbines, it could be possible.

Alden: Thank you for this interview
Geoff: Thank you too.
I wondered after our interview if each 

building could have its own small version 
of this system. If any NYC based scien-
tists want to take this idea and run with 
it, please do! I’m preparing for my next 
article about facial hair, though I  don’t 
have any myself.

Thank you, and have a great week.
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Greenwich Village Little League Opens Spring 
Registration, Looking Forward to Full Programs
By the WestView News Staff

Winter might just be getting underway, 
but Greenwich Village Little League 
(GVLL) is already looking forward to 
spring. GVLL, which accepts registrants 
who live or go to school on the west side of 
Manhattan, from SoHo up through Green-
wich Village and Chelsea to Hell’s Kitchen, 
opened registration for their spring season 
on November 17th, and spots are already 
filling up fast.

“Last year we returned to about 75 per-
cent of where we were before Covid, enroll-
ment-wise,” said Peter Marino, GVLL 
President. “We are anticipating that this 
coming spring our programs will be as full 
and as vibrant as they have ever been.” 
Games and practices are held on fields in-
cluding Pier 40, JJ Walker Park, Chelsea 
Park, and DeWitt Clinton Park.

GVLL welcomes children from 
4–16 years of age in its baseball and softball 
programs. Four-to-six-year-olds learn the 
basics in Tee ball, while the Junior Minors 
and Minors divisions offer ample opportu-

nities for players from 7–11 years old, both 
novice and experienced, to get their feet 
wet, hone their skills, and connect with 
friends old and new. “One of the greatest 
features of Little League is how it expands 
our children’s circles of friendships beyond 
just their own school into the larger Man-
hattan community,” said Marino.

More competitive 9–12-year-olds can try 
out for the AAA and Majors divisions, 
where scores are kept, standings are 
watched, and it all comes down to the 
championships in June. For middle and 
high school-age players —  those looking to 
keep playing for fun, or to supplement their 
school seasons —  the Junior and Senior di-
visions offer the chance to compete in in-
ter-league play with neighboring Little 
Leagues.

GVLL takes pride in its efforts to pro-
vide inclusive programs that accommodate 
new players who are just learning baseball 
and softball, casual players who are focused 
on fun and exercise with friends, and those 
who are more experienced and passionate 
players. ToniAnn Bonade, executive vice 

president and director of GVLL’s travel 
program, explains, “We offer tons of clinics 
before and during the season to help novice 
players learn the fundamentals, and we also 
schedule our AAA and Majors divisions’ 
games during the week so competitive play-
ers that want to play travel ball on the 
weekends don’t have to choose between 
that and playing Little League with their 
friends —  they can do both!”

This strategy, which includes both pro-
viding a supplementary travel program 
called ACEs as well as cooperating closely 
with other local travel programs, has been 
paying off. As covered in WestView News 
last June, GVLL’s teams performed well in 
the Memorial Day tournament played an-
nually among Manhattan Little Leagues, 
and the league’s 10U team won the District 
23 title in the Little League World Series 
tournament.

GVLL also offers the Challenger pro-
gram, run in cooperation with Downtown 
Little League, for players from 4–18 years 
old (22  if still in school) with physical or 
developmental challenges. Players are 

coached and mentored in safe, accommo-
dating, fun weekend games that never fail 
to leave smiles on everyone’s face. The 
Challenger program, which is free of 
charge, has exploded in popularity of late, 
welcoming over 60 players last year.

Challenger might be free, but baseball 
and softball registration fees run between 
$300-$450  depending on the age level, 
with early-bird discounts available until 
January 1st. Furthermore, says Marino, 
“GVLL offers scholarships to any families 
who request them. It is very important to us 
that any child in our catchment who wants 
to play is able to, regardless of financial cir-
cumstances. The generosity of our sponsors 
and donors make it possible for us to ensure 
that.”

Registration is open until divisions and 
teams fill up. Weekend indoor workouts will 
be available at no extra cost to registered 
players beginning in December, lasting until 
just before the season begins on April 1st 
with the traditional Opening Day festivities 
at Pier 40. More information and registration 
forms are available at http://gvllnyc.com.

Give The Gift of Local News
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Mickey Mouse for Christmas
By Robert Heide with John Gilman

Growing up in the 1940s in the New Jersey 
town of Irvington, the Thanksgiving feast was 
always presided over by my father. In atten-
dance were my brother Walter (12 years older), 
my sister Evelyn (15 years older), me, and, of 
course, my mother, who prepared, entirely 
from scratch, the imposing, majestic turkey 
with all the trimming, gravy, cranberry sauce, 
vegetables, and pumpkin pie with whipped 
cream. Sometimes, my Uncle Freddy, who 
owned a diner in Newark, was there with my 
cousin Bobby. He was called Big Bobby and 
I  was called, much to my annoyance, Little 
Bobby.

We all knew that Christmastime followed 
gobble-gobble turkey time. Wasn’t a giant 
Mickey Mouse balloon featured in the annual 
Thanksgiving Day Parade? Yes, he was. But my 
German immigrant parents went straight back 
to work —  Ludwig to the Singer Sewing Ma-
chine Co. in Elizabeth, Olga back to canning 
and cooking (more often than not) pork roast 
with sauerkraut. Now and then, though 
I couldn’t eat them, pigeons and rabbits raised 
in the backyard were served. Ludwig made 
and drank beer in the cellar and also main-
tained a Victory Garden to help put more food 
on the table. Also in the cellar, Olga stocked 
the cupboards with home-made peach jams, 
preserves, and apple sauce. And she baked 
goodies that to my mind were the best ever. 
These were often served up to her ladies club 
members in the dining room for the monthly 
card games.

At last, Christmastime arrived, with Santa 
Claus at the helm, and I would accompany my 
mother to help with her shopping in down-
town Newark, most often at Bamberger’s and 
Hahn’s department stores, S. Klein’s and 
Woolworth’s Five and Dime.

— Robert Heide
Many years later, in 1973, John and I took 

the path train to Newark’s Bamberger’s to see 
the “Mouseum” put together by our friend, 
Mel Birnkrant, the world’s premier Mickey 
Mouse collector. What was unique and signif-
icant about the exhibit was that Disney mer-
chandise that originally had been sold in Bam-
berger’s and other department stores during 
the Depression— the dolls, games, toys, books, 
watches, clocks, radios, figurines, Christmas 

tree lights and ornaments —  were now being 
exhibited almost as if they were art. Presented 
in well-lit glass-front display boxes built di-
rectly in the walls, they were a sight to behold 
for children and adults alike. A British Mickey 
Mouse gas mask in one of the boxes, a relic 
worn by English children to protect them 
from German poison gas during World 
War II, gazed ominously out into the room.

The Christmas season is the biggest one for 
toy manufacturers; and the many toys featur-
ing Mickey and Minnie Mouse and their 
friends found under the tree on Christmas 
mornings by children in the Depression ‘30s, 
and during the World War II years and after, 
are eagerly sought by collectors who have de-
veloped a new appreciation for these artful, 
themed objects. At the Park Avenue Art and 
Antiques show last year, these authors encoun-
tered a very attractive eight-inch-high tin litho 
Mickey Mouse bank manufactured in 1931 by 
the German company Tip, to be sold in Great 
Britain and American markets. When you 
push down one of Mickey’s ears, his red tongue 
emerges for a child to place a penny on. Push-
ing the ears again, Mickey then swallows the 
coin and closes his mouth, but not before ex-
hibiting a toothy grin and showing off his 
teeth. On the back of the bank was printed this 
slogan: “Smile Please —  If you only pull my 
ear, you will see a tongue appear  —  Place a 
coin upon my tongue, save your money while 
you’re young.” When we asked the price of the 

little Mickey bank we were told we could have 
it for $45,000. Very rare also, and considered 
by many to be the ultimate Disney collectible, 
is the painted nine-inch aluminum, brass, or 
cast-iron figural Mickey Mouse bank made in 
France. At the Mouseum in Newark this bank 
was displayed under a thick Plexiglas cover on 
a white Doric column, a bright beam of light 
shining down, like some strange artifact dug 
up from a lost civilization that might have ex-
isted prior to the technological age.

Some of the Mickey Christmas specialty 
items, in addition to a good selection of plush 
dolls in a variety of sizes and Disney greeting 
cards from Hall Brothers, included the spec-
tacular Mickey Mouse light sets from the 
Noma Electric Corp., New York. These Mazda 
tree lights have varicolored Beetleware shades 
featuring decal appliqués of the early Disney 
characters including Pluto, Donald Duck, 
Clarabelle Cow, and Horace Horsecollar. 
Dennison Mfg. Co. created a line of wrapping 
papers with Mickey and Minnie engaged in a 
variety of holiday activities that included din-
ing, decorating the tree, waiting patiently by 
the fire for Santa, and sleeping peacefully on 
Christmas Eve. Lucky were the kids who re-
ceived the Lionel Train Corporation’s nine-
inch metal windup handcars, which had wood 
composition figures of Minnie and Mickey 
pumping away like mad, bells ringing, on six 
feet of circular track; all sold for a dollar in the 
1934 Christmas season, and only 94 cents by 

mail from Sears. Also under a dollar were the 
celluloid and bisque figurines imported from 
Japan and distributed to dime stores across the 
country by the Geo. Borgfeldt Co., whose 
headquarters were in Greenwich Village. 
Some, where Mickey, Minnie, Pluto, and 
Donald are playing at winter snow sports, are 
particularly engaging. The ultimate snow fun, 
though a bit pricier, could be had with the 
30-inch-long Mickey Mouse sled made by the 
manufacturers of the famous Flexible Flyer, 
S. L. Allen & Co., of Philadelphia in 1935. Re-
garding Mickey today, most people relate to 
the Mickey Mouse watch made originally by 
the Waterbury Clock Co. in Connecticut us-
ing their old stock of WWI watches they had 
in bins in a storage area. Kay Kamen was the 
merchandising genius who signed up with the 
Disney brothers in 1933 and signed a contract 
as the sole licensing representative for the 
fast-growing company. The first thing he did 
was contact the owners of the clock company, 
suggesting they put Mickey on the watch and 
devise arms and hands pointing to the time. 
This saved the company from bankruptcy.

Robert Heide and John Gilman are co-au-
thors of three books published by the Disney 
Company. They include Disneyana— Classic 
Collectibles 1928–1958, The Mickey Mouse 
Watch  —  From the Beginning of Time, and 
Mickey Mouse —  The Evolution, The Legend, The 
Phenomenon! All are available online at Ama-
zon or AbeBooks.

All photos from the authors’ collection.
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Style on the Street — Love Never Melts

Follow us on Instagram @styleonthestreet_WestViewNews
Submit your favorite neighborhood fashion looks for a chance to be featured. 

By Karilyn Prisco

Photo Credits: Bridget Bosworth, Shannon Ferry, Ira Block, Tequila Minsky

Headline

Headline

Citywide Special Events

OPEN HOUSE NEW YORK:  
20TH ANNIVERSARY
Oct. 21-23
More than 200 free tours, talks, and self-guided 
walks to places rarely accessible to the public. 
Village lineup includes the green roof at PS 41, 
Village brownstones, and much more.  
Register asap. Some tours sell out!  
ohny.org

NYC WINE & FOOD FESTIVAL
Oct. 13-15
80 events over four days for foodies and wine 
connoisseurs.
Tickets: www.nycwff.org

JACOB K. JAVITS CONVENTION CENTER 

NEW YORK COMIC CON
Oct. 6-9
The biggest pop culture event in North  
America! In person and online.
newyorkcomiccon.com 

Photo courtesy of https://www.newyorkcomiccon.com/

HUDSON RIVER PARK, PIER 84  
AT WEST 44TH ST.

SUBMERGE MARINE SCIENCE 
FESTIVAL
Oct. 14-15
Learning experience for all ages, including  
experiments.
hudsonriverpark.org

THE NEW YORKER  
FESTIVAL
Oct. 7-9
Conversations, performances, screenings, and more  
with some of the best minds of our time. 
festival.newyorker.com

60TH NEW YORK FILM FESTIVAL
PRESENTED BY FILM AT LINCOLN CENTER

Through Oct. 16
Highly anticipated new films from around the world. 
Revivals too.
filmlinc.org

THE HUDSON RIVER SUKKAH:  
Oct. 10-17, 9am-6pm
The first-ever public Sukkah (a celebratory  
holiday hut) at Perry & West Sts.  
Courtesy of Chabad West Village

Theater
ATLANTIC THEATER— 
LINDA GROSS THEATER

I’M REVOLTING
by Gracie Gardner; dir. by Knud Adams
Through Oct. 16
Patients at a skin cancer clinic await news of how 
much of themselves they’re about to lose. 
336 West 20th St., 646-989-7996 
AtlanticTheater.org

CHERRY LANE THEATRE

THIS BEAUTIFUL FUTURE 
by Rita Kalnejais, dir. by Jack Serio
Through Oct. 30
A portrait of young love between enemies during 
World War II. 
38 Commerce St., 212-989-2020 
CherryLaneTheatre.org

CLASSIC STAGE COMPANY

A MAN OF NO IMPORTANCE 
by Terrence McNally, music by Stephen Flaherty, 
lyrics by Lynn Ahrens, dir. by John Doyle,
Oct. 11-Dec. 4 (opening Oct. 30th)
In 1960s Dublin, an amateur theater troupe tries 
to stage Oscar Wilde’s Salome, over the objections of 
Church authorities. 
136 East 13th St. (3rd Ave.); 212-677-4210x10 
Classicstage.org

CONNELLY THEATER

KATE 
by/starring Kate Berlant, dir. by Bo Burnham
Through Oct. 8
Autobiographical one-person show. 
220 East 4th St., 646-343-1584 
ConnellyTheater.org

DARYL ROTH THEATRE

EVERYTHING’S FINE 
by/starring Douglas McGrath, dir. by John Lithgow. 
Oct. 1–Jan. 22
Autobiographical one-person show. 
DR2 Theatre; 20 Union Square East (103 East 
15th St.); 212-239-6200 
darylroththeatre.com

Photo by Eileen Blumenthal.
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CITY HOLIDAY CLASSICS 

NEW YORK 
BOTANICAL GARDENS
HOLIDAY TRAIN SHOW 
Through Jan 16, 2023, 10am-6pm 
Model trains zip though a display of more 
than 190 replicas of NY landmarks.
2900 Southern Blvd, The Bronx
nybg.org

WINTER VILLAGE 
AT BRYANT PARK
Skate at a 17,000 sq. ft. rink (free with your 
own skates), shop at the open-air market, eat 
and drink, and reserve an igloo! See the 
Treasures exhibit at the 4snd St. Library. 
40- 42nd Sts. bet. 5th & 6th Aves.
bryantpark.org

ICE SKATING
Reserve at The Rink at Brookfield Place (3 
World Financial Center, 230 Vesey St .); Sky 
Rink at Chelsea Piers (indoors, 23rd & the 
Hudson), The Rink at Rockefeller Center 
(600 Fifth Ave) or Wollman Rink in Central 
Park (midpark at 62nd) 

NEW YORK CITY BALLET
George Balanchine’s THE NUTCRACKER 
Nov 25 - Dec 31, 2022
Performed each year since 1954.
20 Lincoln Ctr. Plz.
nycballet.com

49th ANNUAL TUBA CHRISTMAS
ROCKEFELLER CENTER 2022
Sun, Dec. 11 3:30-4:15
400 tenor and bass tuba players lead a holiday 
sing-along.
Between 49th & 50th Sts & 5th & 6th Aves. 

DYKER HEIGHTS 
CHRISTMAS LIGHTS
Mid Dec- Dec 31, dusk to 9pm
Take the R train to 86th in Bklyn and follow 
the crowds. Over the top Xmas decorations, 
lights & music onlawns around 84th street 
bet. 11th & 12th .

A CHANUKAH CLASSICAL 
MUSIC EXTRAVAGANZA: 
EVERLASTING LIGHT!  Free
Wed, Dec. 14, 6:30-8pm
Streicker Center,  In Person and Online  
1 East 65th St.
Streicker.nyc.

WINTER SOLSTICE AT THE 
CATHEDRAL OF ST. JOHN THE 
DIVINE
PAUL WINTER’S 43rd ANNUAL 
WINTER SOLSTICE CELEBRATION
Wed, Dec 21 
1047 Amsterdam Ave.
solsticeconcert.com

KWANZAA: A REGENERATION 
CELEBRATION
Fri., Dec 30, 7:30
An Apollo tradition for 17 years, the annual 
Kwanzaa Celebration is an intergenerational 
festival of dance, music and the spoken word.
Apollo Theater, 253 West 125th St. 
harlemonestop.com

NEW YEAR’S EVE CONCERT FOR 
PEACE
Sat, Dec. 31, 7pm
A NYC tradition founded at the Cathedral in 
1984 by Leonard Bernstein.
St. John the Divine, 1047 Amsterdam Ave. 
bet. 110th & 113th
stjohndivine.org

CONEY ISLAND POLAR BEARS
Sun., Jan 1 New Year’s Day 
Watch or join the polar bears take their 
annual dip
polarbearclub.org

VILLAGE HOLIDAY 
FESTIVITIES

ABINGDON SQUARE 
CHRISTMAS TREE LIGHTING
Fri, Dec. 2, 6-7pm
Annual Tree Lighting via Abingdon Square 
Conservancy with cookies, hot chocolate, 
caroling, and Santa. 
Hudson St. & Bethune St. 

WASHINGTON SQUARE PARK 
CHRISTMAS TREE LIGHTING 
Wed.  Dec. 7, 6-7pm
NYC’s 2nd oldest tree lighting with audience 
singing. Candy canes & songbooks provided.
In Person and live-streaming

CHRISTMAS EVE CAROLING
Fri., Dec. 24, 5-6pm 
Gather under the arch to sing yuletide carols 
with the Rob Susan Brass Quartet. In Person 
and live-streaming. 
washingtonsquarenyc.org

CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION
CANDLELIGHT CHRISTMAS 
CONCERTS
Tues, Dec 13, 7:30, Thurs. Dec 15, 7:30
Voices of Ascension perform traditional 
holiday favorites and seasonal masterworks.
36 Fifth Ave at 10th street 
voicesofascension.org  ascensionnyc.org

THE CHURCH OF THE VILLAGE 
17th Annual Christmas Pageant,
Rehearsal, Sat Dec 17th 3-5pm, Perf. Sun, Dec  
18,10:30am,
Children & Adults of all faiths celebrate with 
music and dance
RSVP if your child would like to dance - no 
audition req.
(917) 705-8570
marthachapman62@gmail.com

Christmas Eve Candlelight service
Sat, Dec 24, 6:30-7:45
201 West 13th St. 
churchofthevillage.org

JUDSON MEMORIAL CHURCH  
Sun, Dec. 4th, 3-4:30pm
West Village Chorale Annual Messiah Sing
Join an open sing of Handel’s Messiah 
westvillagechoral.org

Sun, Dec. 11, 3pm
West Village Chorale Holiday Concert
“Many Celebrations: New York Joy” led by 
Henco Espag

Sat, Dec. 17,  3-5pm, Free
Greenwich Village 
48th Annual Caroling Walk  
Sing and stroll through the West Village.
243 Thompson St. 
westvillagechorale.org.

NYCGMC PRESENTS TWINKLY 
LIGHTS: 
SONGS FOR A GAYER WINTER
Fri-Sat, Dec 16, 8pm; Dec. 17, 3 & 8 pm
From Hanukkah songs to Christmast themed 
romps, pop songs to choral delights
from the New York City Gay Men’s Chorus .
NYU Skirball, 566 LaGuardia Pl
tickets.nyu.edu

ST. LUKE IN THE FIELDS
Thurs, Dec 8 6:30pm Lecture,
7:30pm Concert
A Bach Christmas
Choir of St. Luke in the Fields
with Baroque in the Fields period instrument 
ensemble.

Sat., Dec 24, 5-6pm
Christmas Eve Pageant & Eucharist 
Celebrate the holiday with a family friendly 
service. 
St. Luke’s School presents their Nativity 
Pageant, accompanied by St. Luke’s Choris-
ters.
487 Hudson Street
stlukeinthefields.org

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
Dec 8, 15, 22, 6pm, Advent Vesters
Dec 24, 4pm, Children and Family Christmas
Dec 25, 11am, Christmas Mass. 
83 Christopher St.
stjohnsnyc.org

WQXR CHRISTMAS CONCERT
Mon., Dec 12 7-8:30
Join WQXR hosts for an evening of classic 
carols with members of the New York Pops, 
Soprano Laquita Mitchell and the Clarion 
Choir.
The Greene Space
44 Charlton St. 
TheGreeneSpace.org. 

Graphic design by Bill Oberlander.
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