
VOLUME 18  N°10 OCTOBER  2022 $2.00

The Work of God’s Love We Deliver 

From the websites, edited by B J Pape

In 1985, Cabrini Hospice volunteer Gan-
ga Stone paid a visit to an AIDS patient 
that changed her life. The patient, Rich-
ard Sale, was too ill to cook for himself. 
Ganga’s compassion took hold, a meal was 
prepared and delivered on the next vis-

it, and an epiphany was born: Something 
as basic as delivering a meal could bring 
dignity and recognition to a desperate sit-
uation.
Ganga’s experience then drove her to a 

second epiphany. The severity of Richard’s 
situation demanded something more than 
simply delivering food. It required prepar-
ing nutritionally-tailored meals that would 

support an individual’s specific medical 
treatment. She researched his needs and 
was on her way again, with a new meal in 
hand, when she was stopped by a minister 
in the neighborhood who recognized her. 
He asked what she was doing, she told 
him, and he replied, “you’re not just de-
livering food … you’re delivering God’s 
love.” And Ganga said, “That’s the name.” 

God’s Love We Deliver (GLWD) was 
co-founded as an American charitable 
non-sectarian organization in 1986 by 
Ganga Stone and her friend Jane Best. The 
restaurant Claire began donating prepared 
meals that Ganga and volunteers deliver 
daily - many by bicycle - to people living 
with AIDS in Manhattan. Other restaurants 
joined in, and an average of 50 meals per 
week were delivered. In 1987, God’s Love 
We Deliver moved into the kitchen of West 
Park Presbyterian Church at Amsterdam & 
86th Street and began delivering 50 meals 
per day. Gay Men’s Chorus donated a 
walk-in freezer, and their first van, “Little 
Blue”, is donated by then Borough Pres-
ident David Dinkins. By 1993, GLWD 
was serving two meals a day to 550 cli-
ents, as they continued to grow to meet the 
demand. Co-founder Ganga Stone passed 
away in June of 2021.
The staff and volunteers of God’s Love 

now build cutting-edge nutrition and advo-
cacy programs out of their  Michael Kors 
headquarters in SoHo, at 166 Avenue of 
the Americas, at Spring Street. The meals 
improve the health and well-being of men, 
women and children living with HIV/
AIDS, breast cancer and other serious ill-
nesses by alleviating hunger and malnutri-
tion.
As of 2021, over the course of 35 years of 

service, GLWD had delivered 26 million 
meals in New York City.

When COVID hit, GLWD continued to 
show up, through another pandemic rife 
with fear and isolation. In the first week-
end when everything in the City shut 
down,    
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Elected officials joined the Bender family and God’s Love We Deliver leaders at the ribbon-cutting ceremony at the historic Northern Dispensary. From 
left to right: Assemblymember Deborah Glick, Senator Brad Hoylman, Elijah Bender, Real Estate President William Gotlieb, Marika Bender, God’s 
Love CEO and President Karen Pear, Board Chair Terrance Meck, Councilman Erik Bottcher, God’s Love Vice President and Chief Development 
Officer David Ludwigson Credit: Dusty Berke
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GLWD received 3,500 phone calls for 
help. At its height, GLWD  had a 30% in-
crease in demand, and GLWD volunteers 
stepped up to not miss a single delivery day.
Last year, GLWD cooked, packaged, 

and home-delivered more than 2.8 million 
meals, an agency record. GLWD accom-
plished all of this without ever having a 
waiting list and without a single cost to our 
clients. As an organization, GLWD applied 
all that they learned from those early, pain-
ful years and now serve people living with 
more than 200+ diagnoses including can-
cer, Alzheimer’s disease, renal failure, heart 
disease, advanced diabetes, and HIV.
As GLWD experienced this phenome-

nal growth, they added more staff to sup-
port the increased number of clients– and 
that brings us to the Northern Dispensary. 
GLWD is dedicated to fulfilling the “Heal 
the Sick” mandate with medically tailored 
meals and belief that “food is medicine.” 
God’s Love will use the Northern Dispen-
sary to grow their program and give staff 
members more space to accomplish their 
critical work. The program team of Nutri-
tion Services, Client Services, and Health-
care Partners will be in this special space, 
making personal connections with neigh-
bors in need who depend on God’s Love for 
nourishment, hope, respect and love. 
 GLWD received 3,500 phone calls for elp. 
At its height, GLWD  had a 30% increase in 
demand, and GLWD volunteers stepped up 
to not miss a single delivery day.

Last year, GLWD cooked, packaged, 
and home-delivered more than 2.8 million 
meals, an agency record. GLWD accom-
plished all of this without ever having a 
waiting list and without a single cost to our 
clients. As an organization, GLWD applied 
all that they learned from those early, pain-
ful years and now serve people living with 
more than 200+ diagnoses including can-
cer, Alzheimer’s disease, renal failure, heart 
disease, advanced diabetes, and HIV.
As GLWD experienced this phenomenal 

growth, they added more staff to support the 
increased number of clients– and that brings 

us to the Northern Dispensary. GLWD is 
dedicated to fulfilling the “Heal the Sick” 
mandate with medically tailored meals and 
belief that “food is medicine.” God’s Love 
will use the Northern Dispensary to grow 
their program and give staff members more 
space to accomplish their critical work. The 
program team of Nutrition Services, Client 
Services, and Healthcare Partners will be in 
this special space, making personal connec-
tions with neighbors in need who depend on 
God’s Love for nourishment, hope, respect 
and love.

George
Happy to see the Fall issue and that you 

continue to vigorously advocate for a new 
Village hospital. Hope you are well...we’re 
all gettin’ on a bit...But Mei and I still play 
a half hour’s BB in Gansvoort Park every 
day....All my best...
I don’t want to take exception to the hos-

pital campaign...but just offer some slightly 
mitigating concepts based on our experi-
ences of late...My open heart op and Mei’s 
recent lung cancer treatment, both accom-
plished with the highest degree of profes-
sionalism and excellent results at NYU 
Langone.
Yes, as you correctly state, the East side 

predominates and the NYU facilities 
(among others are superb).
But there is no “Iron Curtain” preventing 

us to traveling East...Indeed, the (by me) 
most hated 14th Street car restriction means 
that 24 hours a day, there is an open avenue, 
guaranteeing a traffic free, rapid journey 
across town. I’m sure that was not consid-
ered when they put that rule into effect, but 
for emergency patients, it’s a godsend.
It’s irrelevant to your argument to state 

that the treatment we received at NYU was 
beyond professional.
I’m also concerned about location...If the 

glut of office spaces continues...perhaps 
some space, perhaps in Chelsea in the old 

warehouse district could be made available.
And perhaps an emergency + mid-sized 

unit is what’s required, equipped to treat 
long-term viruses, heart attacks, surgical 
emergencies (one should expect a good deal 
of gunshot victims in the near future) indus-
trial and auto accidents, woman’s needs in-
cluding Child-birth...and the like...that St V 
was so good at.
And that things that can be planned for...

like major surgeries and the like, can stay 
where they are, up and down the East Side...

One man’s opinion
Michael

The theme “Heal the Sick” - which is imprinted on a 19th Century stone sign above the 
entrance on the outside of the building.
Credit: Dusty Berke

The Work of God’s Love We Deliver
continued from page 1
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Marble slabs commemorating donors have been carefully given prominent display in the 
new God’s Love We Deliver @ Northern Dispensary rooms. 
Credit: Brian J Pape, AIA

In line with God’s Love brand and purpose, a photographic mural donated by West 
Village photographer Suzanne Poli has the message “Gay Love is God‘s Love” from the 
1985 Gay Pride march. Suzanne Poli, left, discusses her mural, with Mrs. Bender.  
Credit: Dusty Berke
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The MTA Steps on the Congestion Fundraising Accelerator
By: Sid E. Walker, P.E.

As most New Yorkers are already aware, 
“congestion pricing” is a hot topic. Most 
coverage portrays it—exactly as the phil-
osophical villain Thanos described himself 
in “Avengers: Endgame”—as inevitable. 
Overview
In terms of vehicular traffic and roadway 

networks, is congestion due to a high quan-
tity of vehicles? Low roadway acreage? 
Neither. It is the net result of more vehicles 
than the roadway network has the capacity 
to move. Like a fiscal deficit, it’s the short-
fall between the two. 
As currently envisioned, congestion pric-

ing would charge E-Z Pass users between 
$9 and a whopping $23 to enter the Central 
Business District “zone” below 60th Street. 
The ostensible result will be less conges-
tion, shifts in travel mode choice or timing, 
and a financial windfall for the MTA. 
The program is projected to raise at least 

$1 billion annually ($3 billion per the 
MTA) for much-needed subway improve-
ments, expansion, and buses. 
The MTA appointed the Traffic Mobility 

Review Board (TMRB) to fine-tune pricing 
and potential exemptions for final adoption 
by the MTA board. The mayor appointed 
one seat. Six virtual public hearings were 
held between August 25th and August 31st 
to solicit public comment.
Capacity and Clogs
While the number of miles of streets has 

been relatively constant over many a de-
cade (approx. 8,000 miles), the number of 
lanes, and therefore the number of lane-

miles has not. 
Thanks to the increasing amount of bike 

lanes (approx. 30 miles), the number of 
lane-miles remaining available to cars, 
trucks, and buses is actively and strate-
gically being decreased, most notably on 
Manhattan avenues—the north-south arter-
ies of the heart of the city. And Broadway? 
It is now a pedestrian mall. 
But here, the numbers are beside the 

point. Thirty out of 8,000 may be a drop in 
the oil pan, but a clogged artery can cause 
a heart attack much more readily than a 
clogged capillary. And so it goes with low-
er Manhattan traffic congestion. 
It’s a “zero-sum game” if the curb-to-curb 

widths are constant. But they are not. Spe-
cifically, there are an ever-increasing num-
ber of pedestrian safety “bump-outs” at 
corners, which leads us to a related topic: 
intersections. 
As part of the “Vision Zero” DOT toolkit 

to minimize the number of fatal or serious 
injury accidents, a good number of inter-
sections now have extensions of the orig-
inal sidewalk corner. These often zero out 
turn pockets entirely, which in turn causes 
traffic backups and much less “through-
put.” 
To continue with the circulatory system 

analogy, intersections are more and more 
becoming…blood clots. Corners now con-
tribute to congestion. The movement of 
people, goods, and services is getting ever 
more difficult, and apparently not a DOT 
priority.
Demand
While vehicle traffic is back to “normal,”  

subway ridership is back to only 60 per-
cent of pre-pandemic levels. The attraction 
of congestion pricing to transportation pol-
icymakers is clear, but to leaders trying to 
get workers back to the office, less so.
And to those of us who live inside the 

zone, we may soon be asked to pay a tariff 
to access our own homes that the great ma-
jority of New Yorkers will not suffer, and 
which New Jersey commuters want to be 
exempted from. NJ says it’s “double tax-
ation” to pay to cross the GWB, and then 
continue downtown. (One toll-taker is PA-
NYNJ, the other is MTA, but why quibble.) 
Strikingly, the public debate to date has 

not included a “residency” exemption.

Next
Congestion pricing will be implemented 

no sooner than 2023, assuming the matter 
doesn’t end up in court, aka legal conges-
tion.

Sid E. Walker is the pen name (no, real-
ly?) of a long-time local village resident, 
parent, and professional civil engineer who 
has been active in local community issues 
for the past 15 years, has helped unsnarl 
the LGA roadway system, and who would 
like to see a better-informed discussion of 
local traffic and transportation issues. His 
family has been Villagers for three gener-
ations.

There Will Be Choices In The November 
And how much do voters care?

By Frank J. Quinn

At the most recent NYPD 6th Precinct 
community meeting residents voiced fa-
miliar concerns about safety, with fear of 
motorized bikes and aggressive vagrants 
a common refrain. Also common is the 
response from precinct commanders who 
explain they are confronting chronic recid-
ivism with limited resources. 
This seems at odds with the moribund 

state of local elections which were es-
sentially decided this summer during two 
low-turnout Democratic primaries. The 
citizens don’t appear content with the most 

essential government services, yet there is 
limited engagement with the electoral pro-
cess.
WestView readers will have choices in 

several contested races this November, but 
at this writing only the Governor’s race ap-
pears to be competitive. Below are 6 key 
races on the ballot for constituents in the 
West Village:

U.S. Senate
Chuck Schumer (D / Working Families 

Party)
Joe Pinion (R / Conservative Party)
Diane Sare (LaRouche)

U.S. House of Reps – District 10
Daniel Goldman  (Democratic Party)
Benine Hamdan  (Republican Party, 

Conservative Party)
Steve Speer  (Medical Freedom Party)

Governor
Kathy Hochul (D / Working Families 

Party)
Lee Zeldin (R / Conservative Party) 

Attorney General
Letitia James (D / Working Families 

Party)

Michael Henry (R / Conservative Par-
ty) 

New York State Senate – District 47
Brad Hoylman (i) (Democratic Party)
Robert Bobrick (Medical Freedom 

Party) 
Maria Danzilo (Parent Party)   

New York State Assembly – District 66
Deborah Glick (i)  (Democratic Party)
Running unopposed

9th Ave at West 40th. Note the elimination of what should be a left turn lane. 
Credit: Sid E. Walker
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The Medium Is The Message
Talk To Me

By Tom Lamia

I was reminded of the practical effect of 
the changing seasons yesterday when I vis-
ited the very small South Bristol, Maine, 
post office to dispatch certified mail. There 
were three of us there, not including the 
dutiful and pleasant Peggy the postmis-
tress. Having room for only two custom-
ers at a time, I waited outside for my turn. 
This provided opportunity to hear through 
the open door to the operations center, the 
postal purposes of the others. Both were 
there to make arrangements for the for-
warding of mail to a fall, winter and spring 
address far to the south. Peggy knew each 
of these customers well so the ritual was 
being performed with efficiency and good 
humor. My mind began to turn to the vary-
ing life situations of my neighbors in South 
Bristol and throughout coastal Maine 
where the social and economic situations 
of summer visitors and full year residents 
vary dramatically. As I eavesdropped I 
mused about the likely silo effect of these 
differences on social conversation between 
these communities. As a former New York-
er and long time summer resident before 
my professional retirement ten years ago 
transitioned me to full time resident, I had 
confidence that the conversation topics of 
summer visitors and local residents were 
different both in subject matter and tone. 
I knew this but I also knew that I was not 
fully a part of either category. Being from 
away I could not aspire to true intimacy 
with my fellow Mainers born and bred here 
in Maine. Did this, I wondered, make a dif-
ference in what locals and visitors heard, 
thought and knew to be true?
I concluded that, yes, it did. In this context 

at least social and economic differences 
are a near total barrier to fully candid con-
versation about life causes such as family 
and politics. This barrier is summed up in 
the expression “from away,” a barrier that 
several years ago came to my mind when I 
wrote the first of these columns. The vener-
able “from away” tag line is used to make 
note of  “stranger to our way of life” status 

anywhere in Maine.  Its use separates lo-
cals from visitors of course but it goes well 
beyond in that it is both impermeable and 
porous. It does not connote hostility, only 
distance. It means simply that the person 
from away comes from a different world 
of upbringing, ambition and circumstance. 
When two locals meet to discuss an issue 
each will understand the other uncritically 
and will be disposed to help with the is-
sue. With a person from away the local will 
hope for a useful response on the issue, but 
does not expect one—the cultural gap be-
ing supposed too great a leap.  
At town meetings, where school, police, 

fire control, roads, buildings, sanitation 
and construction of all kinds, are debated 
and decided, those from away are seldom 
in attendance; these issues generally do not 
concern them and their involvement may 
be resented. 
This parable has resonance in the current 

expression of “having skin in the game.” 
There is an obvious logic to staying in your 
lane on subjects that have a differing effect 
on those who may be involved. This seems 
innocent enough; harmless and reasonable. 
But if these differences are shaped by limits 
to the debate that exclude the viewpoints of 
others and magnify and distort the appeal 
to your interest, then you might see the 
issue as one that is veering into your lane 
and needful of your support. The issue has 
entered your silo by being defined in your 
terms. This is what social media can do, 
and does, to get and maintain your interest. 
Websites such as Facebook and Twitter 

use the Internet as a channel to enormous 
populations of users. That speaks well of 
their technical innovation and entertain-
ment acumen. These are good things. The 
need for regulation of social media once 
focused principally on market control. 
That time has not passed but gains in cy-
ber technology have led to a greater need 
for regulation. Patent and other intellectual 
property protection have stimulated prog-
ress and rewarded investors. The compa-
nies that comprise social media are legally 
entitled to the protection from competition 

that has nurtured them. Arguably we all 
benefit from protected innovation—that 
is not my issue here. The harm is in the 
algorithms used to control the consum-
er’s use of the platform. In essence, these 
algorithms can, with extraordinary preci-
sion, identify what the customer likes and 
with that information provide more of the 
same. Users are herded into sites that echo 
their interests. Gore, lust, gossip, political 
extremes, disinformation, anything at all 
that can be found in cyberspace, can be 
provided. Ad revenues from purveyors of 
the stuff that titillate users fund these algo-
rithms. The only controls that protect the 
public interest are the screening devices 
used by the owners of the sites. I hope I 
can be forgiven for pointing out that one 
who profits from an activity is not likely 
to effectively control it. Ads that target the 
psyche of the user are profitable and are not 
themselves regulated. 
What I see from this allegory about social 

media and silos of interest is that, perhaps 
without noticing, our political conversa-
tions have become conversations with only 
the like minded. To a shocking degree our 
historical capacity to govern ourselves has 
fallen victim to hearing only what we want 
to hear and it is being made available to us 
through social media. 
 Cable and broadcast news no longer do 

their own reporting. When presented, the 
news is qualified by its source (““the New 
York Times is reporting that . . .”). The ad-
vocacy media provides only what favors 
their point of view (Fox News, MSNBC 
and others of varying levels of responsibil-
ity). What is known as mainstream media 
is pilloried for its failure to subscribe to the 
varied viewpoints of political candidates 
and causes. The opportunity to hide in your 
silo of like-minded people is being expand-
ed more or less constantly by recourse to 
anonymity and the related ratcheting up 
of howls and screeds of intolerance of any 
point of view but one’s own. What is the 
harm? 
The harm is in the resulting chaos in the 

marketplace for ideas. The manipulation of 

truth is the vehicle of chaos and our politi-
cal welfare is the innocent victim.
This says nothing about who is right or 

wrong in the direction that the conversa-
tion has taken; it says everything about the 
destruction of the medium of messaging 
that sustains our democratic society. With-
out reliable factual evidence there is no 
informed voting populace. Without penal-
ties for lies, manipulation of truths and a 
heightened regard for clear statement, we 
cannot stop the slide to chaos that we are 
now experiencing.
What penalties? For a start it is worth not-

ing that there is a notion out there in the 
conversation that the First Amendment 
protects any speech at all and is particular-
ly applicable to political speech. That is not 
true and never has been true. Defamation 
laws (libel and slander) apply to political 
speech. The press has protections against 
false statements made about political and 
public figures without actual malice. This 
is not in the Constitution; it comes from 
case law, the purpose of which is to protect 
political speech, not to remove its bounds 
of truth. 

To follow up on this theme, it is long past 
time to hold any platform using the Internet 
to reach the public responsible for its con-
tent. I fail to see the logic or legal justifi-
cation for treating these platforms any dif-
ferently from the press. Our constitutional 
protections for a free press are time-hon-
ored despite an often-reckless past. One 
person’s reckless behavior is another’s in-
vestigative search for wrongdoing and cor-
rection. Today the Internet is the press. The 
FCC is restrained by 47 U.S.C. § 230 from 
holding social media platforms account-
able for what comes from their users. To 
continue to allow an Internet-based social 
media to be shielded from responsibility 
by this law is wrong and harmful; it needs 
repeal, but chances are that democracy will 
die before a Congress dependent on the lar-
gesse of social media campaign financing 
will vote for repeal.
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Keep Manhattan Eye and Ear Open
The “Dispersal” of Health Care Doesn’t Work

By Arthur Schwartz

              Our community is again mobiliz-
ing to stop a hospital closure, this time at 
Manhattan Eye and Ear. And its no secret 
that despite promises to the contrary after 
the COVID Pandemic Mt. Sinai Hospital 
would love to downsize Beth Israel Hospi-
tal.  At Manhattan Eye and Ear we are told 
that “no services will be lost”; they will 
simply be moved to smaller local facilities, 
similar to Urgent Care centers.
Crains Magazine recently studied the im-

pact of the closure of Kingsbrook Jewish 
Medical Center in Brooklyn in the summer 
of 2021 (Yes, last summer, right in the mid-
dle of the COVID Pandemic!). Kingsbrook 
served a largely Caribbean American com-
munity on the border of Crown Heights 
and Flatbush, where the majority of resi-
dents are people of color. Its patients were 
largely uninsured or relied on Medicare or 
Medicaid. That typically spells financial 
trouble for hospitals, which depend on rel-
atively higher private insurance payments 
to stay afloat. A 2016 analysis of five 
struggling Brooklyn hospitals by North-
well Health, the state’s largest health care 
provider, projected that Kingsbrook would 
need $50 million in state funding that fis-
cal year just to stay open. Sounded a lot 
like St. Vincents Hospital before it closed 
in 2010.
The State, which regulates and helps fund 

private hospitals, announced Kingsbrook 
would close its beds and transfer patients 
to nearby Interfaith and Brookdale medical 
centers. The trio would then unite under a 
new system, One Brooklyn Health. Kings-
brook would become a shell of its former 
self, whittled down to an emergency room 
and a few other services.
Lawmakers and hospital executives for 

decades have touted consolidation as a 
solution to cut costs and increase the qual-
ity of care. Their allies argue that cutting 
unnecessary beds will reduce health care 
spending by redirecting patients from hos-
pitals to doctors’ offices, where care is less 
expensive, more consistent and more fo-
cused on prevention.
Instead, the consolidation strategy has 

given rise to increasingly flush megasys-
tems of hospitals concentrated in whiter, 
wealthier areas of the city. During the past 
25 years, 20 hospitals have closed across 
the city, amounting to a loss of about 5,800 
beds, the Crain’s analysis found. Twelve 
were in communities that tend to bear the 
highest burdens of disease: poorer neigh-
borhoods where the majority of residents 
are people of color. Six districts, includ-
ing four where the majority of residents 
are non-white, now have no hospital at 
all. Meanwhile, wealthy hospital systems 
build expansive care networks and amass 
hundreds of millions of dollars in profits.
The modern orthodoxy of hospital con-

solidation traces back to  the Berger Com-
mission Report, as it became known, came 
at the behest of Gov. George Pataki to cut 
health care spending by “rightsizing” the 
state’s hospitals. Its chairman, investment 
banker Stephen Berger, had gained his 
cost-cutting bona fides as an architect of 
New York’s response to the 1970s fiscal 
crisis.
Hospitals rely heavily on the State for 

funding, whether through capital grants or 
New York’s Medicaid program. That mon-
ey comes with strings—ones that lawmak-
ers often pull in their ceaseless quest to cut 
costs and balance budgets. The Berger re-
port claimed its recommended consolida-
tions would cut health care costs by more 
than $1.5 billion annually, or $15 billion 

over a decade, all without compromising 
patients’ access to care. “The repercussions 
of hospital closures on public health are 
nonexistent or minimal,” the report said, 
arguing that little is lost because hospitals 
that close “have been in trouble for extend-
ed periods of time” and had already “grad-
ually withered away.”
The assumption was that a hospital in fi-

nancial distress was better closed than res-
cued, at least from a fiscal standpoint. But 
the Berger Commission did not account 
for the harm that closures would incur on 
the impacted communities, particularly on 
those who were underinsured or uninsured.
Alan Sager, a professor at the Boston 

University School of Public Health who 
has studied the causes and effects of hos-
pital closures in American cities, wrote in 
a paper titled,  Closing Hospitals in New 
York State Won’t Save Money But Will 
Harm Access to Health Care,”   “Hospitals 
and doctors are mainly symbiotic. Each is 
needed to sustain the other. Because hos-
pitals need doctors to refer, admit, and 
care for patients, hospitals are motivated 
to recruit and sustain doctors who practice 
nearby. Some hospitals are located in ar-
eas where physicians are in short supply, 
and are therefore motivated to recruit phy-
sicians into the area, but these tend to be 
the very hospitals that lack the money to do 
so—and are the most likely to be closed. 
“Health care is a network of relationships 
that take years to establish, and once 
they’re uprooted they die, like a plant.” 
“You make hospitals better by fixing them, 
not closing them,” he added.
Deborah Socolar, a health policy re-

searcher an activist who protested Kings-
brook’s closure and consulted with local 
activists who, for now, have prevented the 
closure of Beth Israel/Mt. Sinaia Hospital, 

said research indicates as many as a third 
of patients whose hospital closes will not 
reappear at other hospitals for some time—
or potentially at all. When a community 
hospital such as Kingsbrook closes, its 
neighbors lose more than beds. They lose 
a hospital that is likelier to understand their 
racial, ethnic and cultural identities. That 
kind of personalized care, called cultural 
competence, has been shown to improve 
patient outcomes and reduce health dispar-
ities by fostering trust and effective com-
munication.
The fight to save Manhattan Eye and Ear 

is a fight to save a community hospital. 
The mega-giant behind the closure is Mt. 
Sinai, which also owns Beth Israel. A year 
ago, after Beth Israel reopened 400 beds to 
address the COVID Pandemic, Mt. Sinai 
announced that it wouldn’t be closing, and 
shifting its remaining services to a new 70 
bed hospital built adjacent to Manhattan 
Eye and Ear. But for those of us who have 
been fighting hospital closures, it is clear 
that if we lose at Manhattan Eye and Ear, 
Beth Israel will be back on the chopping 
block. In defending the Manhattan Eye and 
Ear closures, Mt. Sinai said, “Mount Sinai 
Health System has embarked on a multi-
million dollar plan to strengthen and mod-
ernize all NYEE programs and services by 
moving them into new and newly renovat-
ed ambulatory settings,” said Mount Sinai 
spokesperson Jason Kaplan. “And not a 
single current NYEE service – clinical, ed-
ucational, and research — will be closing 
as a result of this transformation.”

They said the same thing about Beth Is-
rael. Join the fight to save Manhattan Eye 
and Ear!

Mt. Sinai’s original plan was to envelope NY Eye and Ear with the new 70 bed Beth Israel Hospital  Credit: Mt Sinai Hospital Press Release
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Safety First in the Home
By Brian J Pape, AIA, LEED-AP

Since aging is a universal process, build-
ing modifications can benefit all long-
term tenants as well as resident apartment 
owners, although some require significant 
space, budget, or staff, depending on the 
existing building conditions. 
Many of these suggested improvements 

would make buildings and apartments more 
livable for residents of all ages, although as 

people age, they can become predisposed 
to diminished functional capacity.
Slip and trip avoidance is a major part of 

a safe environment, so installing handrails 
on both sides of stairs, ramps, and hall-
ways, 34” to 38” above stair treads or floor, 
is an important element. Handrails should 
be 1-1/4” to 2” in diameter with a slip-re-
sistant surface for a secure grip, and should 
extend 1 foot beyond the edge of the top 
stair, and 1 foot plus the depth of a tread at 
the bottom of the stair.
 WLikewise, providing grab bars in Bath-

rooms, at tubs, showers and toilets, can 
greatly enhance the safety of this room. 
Since installing grab bars with wall rein-
forcement must be by a professional and 
securely anchored to wall studs or mason-
ry, this will take careful coordination, as 
illustrated above. Do not rely on towel bars 
or suction-cup grab bars, as these cannot 

support enough weight.
Slip-resistant flooring or an anti-slip bath-

tub or shower mat are must-haves; use a 
contrasting color for the bath or shower 
for clearer definition. Install vertical grab 
bars at the tub or shower threshold. Show-
er-door tracks should not be installed on 
the bathtub rim as they can impede entry. 
Walk-in or no-threshold shower with ap-
propriate drainage and curb-less shower 
doors (or provide a shower curtain rod) 

would be a big improvement if an exten-
sive remodeling is feasible. 
Bathtub enclosures should not obstruct 

controls, faucets, shower and spray units, 
which should be easily reachable. Lever 
handles are easier to use than round knobs 
or handles. Locate shower or bath controls 
for caregiver access or provide two sets of 
controls, and install handheld and adjust-
able showerhead that allows the shower to 
be used while standing or sitting.
Anti-scald water devices must be used, 

since water temperature should be limited 
to 120 degrees maximum.  
Consider installing a sink with a remov-

able cabinet below and a reachable mirror 
and medicine cabinet, which would pro-
vide access for a person in a wheelchair. 
The sink height should be 34” maximum, 
and medicine cabinets should be placed at 
35” to 40” from the floor to the bottom of 

the cabinet.
Depending on a person’s leg strength or 

balance, consider a bidet toilet seat unit, 
or use a toilet seat riser to provide 17” to 
19” seat height. Look for easily visible, 
lever-type flush controls, rather than push 
button or rounded ones, if replacing a toi-
let. Make sure to locate the toilet paper 
holder so it can be easily reached from the 
toilet seat.
Shop for universally-designed equipment, 

fixtures, and cabinets. Glow-In-The-Dark 
light switches would certainly come in 
handy.
Install electrical outlets at 18” to 24” 

above the floor for easier access if doing 
extensive remodeling. Think about a shelf 
or other surface at the front door for keys, 
bags and packages. 
When replacing windows, consider aw-

ning-type units, which are easiest to oper-
ate and clean.
In Kitchens, provide lever-type hardware 

for sink and storage closet doors. Install a 
faucet spray unit, soap dispenser, and a wa-
ter filter with a remote (accessible) switch 
at the sink. 
Install soft-closing cabinets and a remov-

able under-sink cabinet, with D-type pulls 
on cabinets and drawers to allow easier 
opening. Choose drawers instead of base 
cabinets to improve access to the contents 
therein. Consider at least one upper cabi-
net installed so that bottom shelf is at 48” 
above the floor, and adequate work surfac-
es and pull-out cutting boards. 
Be sure to locate cabinets so that they do 

not require reaching over hot surfaces or 
stove. Wall ovens and microwaves should 
be at countertop level, adjacent to an ac-
cessible horizontal surface at 34” height, to 
create a work area accessible from a seated 
position. Tables should be 28” to 34” tall, 

with an adjacent 30” x 48” clear floor space 
for wheelchair usage and 27” minimum 
knee clearance underneath. Seating should 
have arms and backs, and provide sturdy, 
comfortable seating, with seat height at 
17” to 19”, and depth of no more than 24”.
Provide trash and recycling receptacles 

with secure lids and adjacent plastic bag 
storage.
Remodeling for inclusiveness should con-

sider age, gender, race, disabilities, height, 
pets, etc., and avoid elements that require 
high levels of strength and dexterity to op-
erate.
Every individual apartment should have 

an easy-to-use intercom system connecting 
the building front door. A visual intercom 
system accommodates people who are deaf 
or hard of hearing and can increase their 
security; consider additional intercom 
units in bedrooms and kitchens.
It is quite easy to add remote controls ad-

jacent to the bed for lighting, fan, video, 
audio, phone, and other types of wireless 
devices, with many to choose from. 
Using the guide, building owners can 

help residents remain in their homes as 
they age—safely, comfortably, and inde-
pendently.

Brian J. Pape is a citizen architect in pri-
vate practice, serving on the Manhattan 
District 2 Community Board Landmarks 
Committee and Quality of Life Committee 
(speaking solely in a personal, and not an 
official capacity), Co-chair of the Ameri-
can Institute of Architects NY Design for 
Aging Committee, is a member of AIANY 
Historic Buildings and Housing Commit-
tees, is LEED-AP “Green” certified, and 
is a journalist specializing in architecture 
subjects. 

The Aging in Place Guide for Building Owners is available online at https://www.aiany.
org/membership/advocacy/filter/aging-in-place-guidelines     Image courtesy of AIANY
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Northwell to provide student internships at New York City Schools 

As part of New York City public schools’ 
Student Pathways Initiative, Northwell 
Health will host up to 150 internships for 
12th graders, supporting student instruc-
tion in career-connected learning. 

NEW HYDE PARK, NY – Northwell 
Health today announced its commitment 
to serve as the first Student Pathways an-
chor employer partner for New York City 
Schools, providing up to 150 internships 
to 12th graders this school year. Northwell 
will also advise and help ensure the pro-
gram’s curriculum meets employer stan-
dards while employees participate in stu-
dent-learning days at four high schools to 
give students meaningful, career-connect-
ed learning from health care professionals. 

As an anchor employer partner, North-
well will host up to 150 internships for 
12th graders, increase student exposure to 
the health care industry, provide opportu-
nities for students to explore career expe-
riences and participate in career-connected 
learning days to directly support student 

instruction in four high schools: Hillcrest 
High School, the Urban Assembly School 
for Emergency Management, the High 
School for Health Professions and Human 
Services and the International High School 
for Health Sciences. Northwell is also 
committed to providing opportunities for 
teachers to gain hands-on learning experi-
ences in the health care industry to inform 
their teaching and ensure their curriculum 
is relevant and engaging.  

“I am so thrilled to return to my alma 
mater, Hillcrest High School, for this spe-
cial announcement,” said David C. Banks, 
chancellor, New York City Schools. “I con-
sider it part of my responsibility, and my 
reward, as an educator to set students up 
for success beyond the four walls of the 
classroom. And we want businesses and 
the private sector across this city to join us 
by investing in the tremendous talent we 
have in our city’s schools and helping to 
prepare them for and connect them to the 
opportunities of the future.”

This commitment is the first for Future-
ReadyNYC, which will grow career-con-
nected learning and allows students to get 
early college credit, real-world skills and 
paid work experiences in high-growth 
fields like health care, technology and ed-
ucation. FutureReadyNYC, a part of the 
Student Pathways Initiative, is focused on 
putting each student on a path to a reward-
ing, engaging career, as well as financial 
independence and long-term economic 
security – the North Stars of the adminis-
tration. 

“When we support education, we improve 
public health, life expectancy and promote 
health equity. It is our belief that every 
student should be able to achieve their ed-
ucational and career goals,” said Michael 
Dowling, Northwell’s president and CEO. 
“As the largest health care provider in New 
York, Northwell is committed to working 
with local schools, community-based orga-
nizations and businesses to provide path-
ways to employment after graduation for 
young people who will become our future 

leaders and catalysts for change. We owe 
this to our children.” 

On any given week, there are more than 
275,000 job postings in New York City. 
Employers can’t fill their jobs fast enough 
and yet nearly one in eight young New 
Yorkers are neither in school, nor are they 
working. Only about one in three NYC 
public school students attain a college de-
gree six years after they leave high school. 
The aim of the Student Pathways Initiative 
is to work with employer partners to con-
nect students to high-growth careers, with 
a goal of ensuring every single New York 
City public school student will graduate 
with work experience and an early college 
credit or a credential that sets them up for 
economically secure futures. 

“Northwell’s mission is providing care to 
the communities we serve and we have a 
keen focus on education and youth,” said 
Debbie Salas-Lopez, MD, Northwell’s se-
nior vice president of community and pop-
ulation health. “We are proud to support 
this program as we believe an investment 
in our future leaders is an investment in the 
overall health and wellness of our commu-
nities.”

Interested health care and high growth 
employers are encouraged to help shape 
this initiative and the future by supporting 
one of our FutureReadyNYC pilot schools 
this school year. The New York City Pub-
lic Schools will work with employers to 
increase student exposure to their indus-
try, provide opportunities for students to 
explore career experiences, or create in-
ternships for our students. Interested em-
ployers can find out more by contacting 
FutureReadyNYC@schools.nyc.gov.

“There is an urgent need to better prepare 
students with tangible career skills and cor-
porate connections. As school leaders, we 
understand and recognize this necessary 
paradigm shift towards not just college 
readiness, but also career readiness,” said 
Scott Milczewski, principal, Hillcrest High 
School. “We welcome and celebrate amaz-
ing business partnerships such as the one 
just forged with Northwell Health. We are 
excited for the future of NYC – FutureRea-
dyNYC.”

Debbie Salas-Lopez, MD, Northwell’s senior vice president of community and population health and Michael Dowling, Northwell’s 
President and CEO, visit students at Hillcrest High School, one of four NYC high schools Northwell will be supporting as part of 
New York City public schools’ Student Pathways Initiative. Credit Northwell Health.
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Northwell.edu/ForTheVillage

Our expert team has you and your family covered 
with a wide range of primary and specialty care for 
all ages, from advanced orthopedic and imaging 
services to 24-hour emergency care. Wherever life 
takes you, Northwell is along for the ride—with a 
commitment to raising health, one neighbor at a time. 

Lenox Health
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of Northwell, New York's largest health system, 
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Then&Now
When Kopper’s Chocolate Sweetened Greenwich Village

By Brian J Pape, AIA, LEED-AP

““The appetizing aroma of chocolate that 
is being melted pervades the factory of the 
Kopper Company at 18 Waverly Place, 
where candies in the European style are 
manufactured for sale in retail stores in 
many sections of the country. The confec-
tions, with which we first became acquaint-
ed at Altman’s, are of twenty varieties that 
the firm used to make in Germany before 
its establishment in this country in 1938”” 
(Jane Holt, New York Times, 8 May 1944). 

Kopper’’s Chocolate Specialty Co. was 
first listed in the New York telephone di-
rectory in 1938, when they were located 
at 225 Greene St. in Soho. Kopper’s was 
founded in 1937 by Fred “Pappi” Stern 
(1895-1970) , who fled Nazi Germany 
with his family, and a partner, David Kop-
per (1895-1962). In 1939, the firm moved 
to more spacious quarters at 18 Waverly 
Place near Broadway and NYU, where the 
company grew and prospered. 
When this partnership dissolved, some-

how they allowed the company to continue 
with Kopper’s name, even though by the 
early 1940s, David Kopper had his own 
separate business, D. Kopper, Bonbon-
nière, producing hand-molded chocolates 
at 217 W. 80th St. in Manhattan.
With success came the need for more 

space, so in 1980, they moved to 39 Clark-
son Street (circa 1920) in the West Vil-
lage, just north of Houston Street. Stern’s 
daughter, Lorie married Harold Ludwig 
Alexander (1923-1997), who was consid-
ered as one of the most dynamic and cre-
ative chocolatiers in the world during his 
years working with his wife at Kopper’s. 
Later, Lorie and Harold’s children, Leslye 
Alexander and Jeff Alexander, continued 
Stern’s tradition of using the highest-qual-
ity ingredients, old-world sophistication 
and attention to detail when making more 
than 300 delicious chocolate varieties. 
“All of Kopper’s candies—- including 

Amaretto Cordials, Rainbow Raisins, 
French Mints, Creme de Menthe Cor-
dials, Candy Coated Almonds and Punch 
Crunch—- are made by “‘’panning’”’ 
inside a revolving drum. The result-
ing  “dragees” (pronounced “dra-zshay”)  
are encased in plastic or sold loose, des-
tined for the glass bins of candy shops 

where a clerk will scoop up a pound or 
two as ordered”” (Betsy Wade, New York 
Times, 15 Nov. 1987). 
18 Waverly Place has been purchased by 

NYU and now serves its Torch Club facil-
ities, but has, from all appearances, been 
faithfully preserved in its original charac-
ter.
39 Clarkson Street, the six-story, 

30,000-square-foot home to Kopper’s, 
was sold to Penn South Capital, an invest-
ment firm, for $27 million in 2019, after 
Kopper’s moved out. Less than two years 
after purchasing the property, a buyer ap-
proached Penn South Capital with an all-
cash deal that closed in 30 days, on Sept. 
9, 2021. Penn South Capital sold this office 
building for $45.9 million to this a group 
of foreign investors from the Middle East 
doing business as Vanquish LLC. 
Ossea, LLC has leased their space to op-

erate a full-service restaurant in the bot-
tom three floors of the newly renovated 
39 Clarkson Street, including cellar (4624 
sq. ft.), first floor (4803 sq. ft.) and second 
floor (4803 sq. ft.), roughly 14,230 sq. ft. 
in total, for a total patron capacity of 102 
seats; there are also plans to have sidewalk 
café seating. Besides a full liquor license, 
they will be serving seafare by a well-
known Michelin-starred chef, aided by a 
general manager with extensive experience 
in the hospitality industry.
Today, Kopper’s is owned by the fam-

ily-run  Nuts.com, located in Cranford, 
New Jersey. Kopper’s still upholds all of 
its traditions and continues to create de-
licious gourmet treats, but the Village no 
longer carries their appetizing aroma of 
chocolate.

Brian J. Pape is a citizen architect in pri-
vate practice, serving on the Manhattan 
District 2 Community Board Landmarks 
Committee and Quality of Life Committee 
(speaking solely in a personal, and not an 
official capacity), Co-chair of the Ameri-
can Institute of Architects NY Design for 
Aging Committee, is a member of AIANY 
Historic Buildings and Housing Commit-
tees, is LEED-AP “Green” certified, and 
is a journalist specializing in architecture 
subjects.

An earlier Kopper’s facility at 18 Waverly Place is now part of the NYU campus. Credit: 
Brian J Pape, AIA

Kopper’s was located at 39 Clarkson from 1980-2019.   Credit: Brian J Pape, AIA
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Return 
to

Gansevoort

Then&Now

By Alec Pruchnicki

 Last Sunday, Village Preservation, 
the most active neighborhood preservation 
organization in The Village, had its open-
ing program for Village Voices. This is a 
recount of the many historical figures who 
lived in The Village over the years using 
small accessible recorded voices in front of 
their locations which give short verbal pre-
sentations about them. It is a very interest-
ing way of presenting history and I was a 
spectator in it last year and this year.
 The opening ceremony took place 
in Gansevoort Plaza, a wide-open area on 
Gansevoort Street in the Meatpacking Dis-
trict. When returning from the ceremony, I 
walked through Gansevoort Street itself and 
it made me remember an intense controver-
sy from 2015 (Westview News, “We’re Pre-
serving What?”, 12/2015). A developer had 
acquired all the buildings on the South side 
of Gansevoort Street from Greenwich to 
Washington streets and had proposed ren-
ovations and enlargements throughout the 
block even though it is in an historic dis-
trict.
 There was widespread opposi-
tion to this proposal from preservationists, 
community people, and some political lead-
ers.  It was predicted that these renovations 
would lead to the “utter obliteration” of the 
street and “…add no value whatsoever to 
the community…). I took a different view 
after actually going to the street and taking 
a detailed and objective (I think) view of the 
area.
 The block was a mess. On most 
days there were more empty storefronts 
than occupied ones. Since the closing of 
Florent restaurant in 2008, the area had 
many closed businesses and was virtually 
empty at night when it should have been 
packed since it was in the heart of the hot 
Meatpacking district.  The actual develop-
ments that were proposed were relatively 
modest in size when compared to the sur-
rounding area, although this one street was 
landmarked as historic and some of the sur-

rounding streets weren’t.  
So, during last Sunday’s walk, what 
did I see? The physical improvements 
were not overwhelming. The renovat-
ed two-story building on the South East 
end of the street did not overwhelm the 
six6-story modern building on the West 
side of Greenwich Street, and the new 
six-6 story building on the South West 
end of the block did not overwhelm the 
older ten-story building on the West side 
of Washington street, not to mention the 
massive Whitney Museum. The stores in 
between were mostly one1-two2 stories 
tall. On both sides of the street, almost 
all the stores were occupied and I only 
saw one completely empty one on both 
the uptown and downtown sides of the 
block. A few storefronts had advertise-
ments for other events (like some Louis 
Vuitton fashion show coming up) and so 
I couldn’t be sure if they were actually 
being used. The new Pastis restaurant 
was packed, at 2 PM on a sunny Sun-
day, and all the other stores had either 
restaurants or high-end clothing stores. 
The block has gone from a decrepit 
mess to an active part of the community. 
Although the type of stores essentially 
signified gentrification on steroids, that 
has been occurring in the area for de-
cades and any people who think that it 
can look like it did in Herman Melville’s 
time, or perhaps like South Street Sea-
port or Colonial Williamsburg are not 
living in reality.  
There were minor modifications to the 
original developer’s plan, but what did 
get done is roughly what was originally 
proposed. It has been significantly im-
proved compared to seven years ago. 
Although what happens on one little 
street doesn’t amount to a hill of beans 
in this crazy world (I love stealing lines 
from Casablanca) maybe this shows us 
that preservation is not always good and 
development is not always bad.
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Dear Westview readers,
For the last 20 years you have all been so supportive of our newspaper, and for that, we are so very thankful. It is so special to 
have a local newspaper that serves this beloved neighborhood. From the historic townhouses to the local restaurants, there are
so many things about the West Village that we find inspiring, and it's all made possible by you, our local community.

As you can all imagine, printing is very costly, which is why so many newspapers have stopped the presses and now only come 
in digital format. That being said, there is much to gain from expanding into digital media. New audiences, a larger reach, and the 
ability to share moments with each other instantaneously. For that very reason we are launching our fall fundraiser. The money 
will go towards expanding WestView News so we can continue to share local news and everything the West Village has to offer, 
both in print and online. 

Another thing that is of the utmost importance is the continued fight for a local hospital. When Saint Vincent's Hospital closed in 
2010, we lost a critical tool our community needs to save lives. A Hospital should serve a community from birth until death, and 
every moment spent in an ambulance commuting to a hospital above 14th street is a moment wasted. Westview News has proud-
ly been at the forefront of the fight for a new hospital since the very day St.Vincent's Hospital closed it’s doors. 

Please consider donating to our fundraiser so we can keep the newspaper printing, expand  our operation online, and continue 
the decade-long fight for a local hospital. We will be  hosting a fall cocktail party in the garden to reconnect with our 
readers and would love for you to join us (details to come).

Thank you so much for your support over the years; it is both an honor
and a pleasure to be the voice of the West Village.

-George Capsis
Founder of WestView News 

WestView News Fall Fundraiser

PLEASE DONATE HERE
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Misery in Missouri 
A 12-Year-Old Reporter Speaks Out on Corporal Punishment in Public Schools

By Alden Roosevelt
 

  It is well known among my friends, fam-
ily, and readership that I have beenam on 
a mission to stop corporal punishment in 
public schools. So, it was no surprise when 
a relevant article in the Wall Street Journal 
hit the news, that they all sent it to me.  It has 
come to my attention that Cassville Coun-
ty School District in Missouri, has recently 
made this topic come to light by sending 
forms home to parents asking for permis-
sion to beat their children. I am working on 
a letter to the Missouri governor concern-
ing corporal punishment, though to my un-
derstanding it is not Governor Mike Parson 
who did this, it is the school district and 
I will do everything in my power to bring 
the importance of changing this old law to 
the governor’s attention. Hopefully he can 
make this practice illegal in Missouri.
It has also come to my attention that a 

principal in Florida, in a school district that 
claims not to tolerate corporal punishment, 
was caught on camera beating a six-year-
old girl with a wooden paddle. The girl 

accidentally scratched a school computer. 
The principal allegedly called the child’s 
mother over to pay $50 for the damaged 
computer. Since the mom couldn’t speak 
any English, the mother secretly recorded 
the principal beating the child. The princi-
pal has not been fired, but is under investi-
gation. In my opinion, if the mother had hit 
the principal the mother would be arrested. 
The principal has committed assault and 
battery, and in my personal point of view, 
should lose her job.
If I had children, I would certainly have 

second thoughts about leaving them with 
someone who had hit a child before. I don’t 
know him yet, but I bet Governor DeSantis 
wouldn’t like coming home from the Gov-
ernor’s Ball to find that his babysitter had 
hit his kids for acting up in his absence, or 
breaking something by accident.  
This has upset me greatly. It is such a 

shame that the law supports this kind of 
abuse, and there are still 19 states in the 
USA who actively practice corporal pun-
ishment including Florida, though, suppos-
edly not in Hendry County District, where 
the incident occurred.

Along with a handful of others, one of 
the governors I’ve written to is Governor 
DeSantis. I had hoped to get him to in-
clude getting rid of corporal punishment 
in schools, as part of his Bill of Parental 
Rights in Education. Surely it must be in a 
parent’s rights to know if their child is get-
ting physically abused in school? On the 
bright side, at least the parents in Cassville 
Missouri School District get the chance to 
know what is happening to their kids at 
school. They actually have a say in wheth-
er they want to participate, or not. Most of 
these practices are happening rampantly 
and in the dark, without parent’ss’ knowl-
edge, or consent.  I’m glad this issue is get-
ting mainstream attention finally.
In response to my first published article 

three years ago, I received a letter from 
a journalist who pointed out that most of 
the 19 States in question were red States. 
However, at the same time, a republican 
woman wrote a heartfelt letter to me. She 
wondered whether if her father, a promi-
nent attorney, had never beat her, if she 
would have lived a happier, more fulfilling 
life.  She was against corporal punishment 
in schools.
We have to get past this red state, blue 

state division that does not serve us as a 
Commonwealth. Partisan also means a 
16thth century weapon with a long shaft 
and a broad blade. We should put the 
weapons down and use the tools of rea-
soning instead. We need unity. A divided 
country can get nothing done and is ripe for 
conquering.  We shouldn’t be The Divided 

States of America.
I can only imagine what is happening in 

States like Georgia that allow such treat-
ment. I want to go to the States with my 
friends who feel the same way as I do, and 
raise awareness like I did in DC. In all 
branches of the United States government 
and all work forces, corporal punishment 
is illegal, so I ask anyone listening, should 
children in schools be any different? 
A society can be seen clearly by how it 

treats it’s young and its elders. This should 
resonate across party lines. Our country is 
reckoning with its grave mistakes of yes-
teryear like slavery. When we look back 
on this treatment of children, I believe we 
will see yet another failure of empathy and 
humanity. 
Maybe there should be a kid’s cabinet to 

act as a moral compass when the grown-
ups lose their way? We’d have to choose 
some stalwart children, who wouldn’t fall 
prey to the corporate candy lobbyists. 
If you know a governor, or happen to be 

a governor please let me know so we can 
work together and talk about this issue. 
Please spread the word about Westview 
News, and my article. Thank you, and have 
a great week!

Please send inquiries or opinions to 
ALDEN@
altruistworksinprogress@gmail.com

Alden Roosevelt               Photo by Tim Birchby
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Lee Zeldin for Governor:
What New York Voters Should Know
Opinion

By Anastasia Kaliabakos

The 2022 New York gubernatorial elec-
tion will take place on November 8, 2022. 
The incumbent in this election is Demo-
cratic Governor Kathy Hochul, who served 
as lieutenant governor under Andrew Cuo-
mo until he resigned a little over a year 
ago. Her competitor is Congressman Lee 
Zeldin, who has represented eastern Long 
Island in Congress since 2015. Many peo-
ple do not know much about Zeldin, who 
is currently trailing behind Hotchul in the 
polls. However, it is important to get a full 
grasp of what Lee Zeldin has to offer the 
state of New York if he were to win in No-
vember before it is time to cast your vote.
Zeldin grew up in Suffolk County, New 

York, graduating from William Floyd High 
School in Mastic Beach in 1998. He gradu-
ated from the State University of New York 
at Albany with a bachelor’s degree in po-
litical science and received a Juris Doctor 
from Albany Law School in May 2003. He 
was admitted to the New York State Bar in 
2004.
From 2003 to 2007, Zeldin served in the 

United States Army. He first joined the 
Military Intelligence Corps as a Military 
Intelligence Officer, Prosecutor and Mil-
itary Magistrate. In the summer of 2006, 
he was deployed to Tikrit, Iraq in support 
of Operation Iraqi Freedom. In 2007, Zel-
din transitioned from Active Duty to Army 
Reserve, and holds the rank of Lieutenant 

Colonel to this day.
Following his military career, Zeldin be-

came an attorney for the Port Authority 
of New York and New Jersey. Soon after-
wards, in 2008, he started his own law firm 
in Smithtown, New York. However, Zel-
din sought to help his community more by 
running for the New York State Senate in 
2010, where he was elevated to represent 
New York’s 3rd Senate District. Zeldin’s 
website reads, “As a State Senator, Con-
gressman Zeldin led the successful effort to 
repeal the MTA Payroll Tax for 80 percent 
of employers, a job-killing tax that was 
hurting New York’’s small businesses. He 
also created the PFC Joseph Dwyer Pro-
gram, a peer to peer counseling program 
for veterans suffering from Post Traumat-
ic Stress Disorder (PTSD) and Traumatic 
Brain Injury (TBI); the program started 
in Suffolk County and quickly expanded 
across the state. Congressman Zeldin also 
successfully fought to repeal the Saltwater 
Fishing License Fee; a victory for tens of 
thousands of fishermen on Long Island.”
In 2014, Zeldin ran and was elected to the 

U.S. House of Representatives to represent 
New York’s First Congressional District. 

It was evident that his work in the State 
Senate had revealed to New Yorkers that 
Zeldin had their best interests at heart and 
wanted him to represent them on a larger 
scale. Since joining Congress, Zeldin has 
racked up a number of accomplishments. 
He has helped pass legislation to aid veter-

ans such as the Adult Day Health Care act 
and a bill to protect veterans’ homeowner-
ship opportunities. He also was instrumen-
tal in the opening of a veterans health care 
clinic on the East End of Long Island. Zel-
din also serves on two different committees 
in the House of Representatives, Financial 
Services and Foreign Affairs. Zeldin is also 
one of the two Jewish Republicans in Con-
gress, and currently serves as the co-chair-
man of the House Republican Israel Cau-
cus. 
Now, Zeldin has decided to run for gover-

nor of New York against incumbent Kathy 
Hochul. Although Hotchul is leading in the 
polls, Zeldin has not given up on his desire 
to help the people of New York, who he 
has been representing in various ways for 
over a decade. His past accomplishments 
in the State Senate and Congress make 
him a very well-rounded candidate, and he 
will undoubtedly bring much to the table 
if he is elected in November. Additional-
ly, Zeldin’s running mate, Alison Esposi-
to, is openly gay: their election, therefore, 
would make Esposito the first openly gay 
lieutenant governor in the history of New 
York. Overall, a Zeldin win would be 
tremendous for New York’s Jewish and 
LGBTQ+ communities. 
Zeldin also has the potential to bridge the 

ever widening divide between Republi-
cans and Democrats. On July 21, 2022, he 
was attacked at a campaign event in New 
York, where a man named David Jakubo-

nis hopped on stage during Zeldin’s speech 
and tried to stab him with a sharp object. 
Thankfully, Zeldin was able to defend him-
self with the help of AMVETS national di-
rector Joe Chenelly and Alison Esposito, 
who tackled the attacker to the ground. A 
city councilman from Queens named Rob-
ert Holden came to the support of Zeldin 
after the attack, saying, “Just look at the 
current condition of New York City and 
New York State: There’s mayhem in our 
streets, in our courts, in our jails… We’re 
headed in the wrong direction. The hand-
writing is on the wall. Lee Zeldin is the 
best option for voters.”
If you’re interested in Lee Zeldin’s po-

sitions on specific topics that might affect 
you, visit his website at https://zeldinforn-
ewyork.com/.  

Anastasia “Stacey” Kaliabakos is a cur-
rent senior and Dana Scholar at the College 
of the Holy Cross. She is double majoring 
in classics and philosophy and is a member 
of the college’s Honors Program. On cam-
pus, Stacey is the Chief Opinions Editor of 
The Spire, co-Editor-in-Chief of the Par-
nassus Classical Journal, and co-President 
of the Delta Lambda chapter of the nation-
al Eta Sigma Phi Classics Honors Society. 
Anastasia has been featured in NEO Maga-
zine and The National Herald and has con-
tributed to The WestView News since 2018

Views By Suze
Photography on display at Bonsignour Cafe

Jane Street and Eighth Avenue
646-689-3745 | StarshowerNYC@yahoo.com

FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM!
@westviewnews



15WEST VIEW NEWSOctober 2022

Opinion
Cast Your Ballot To Reduce West Village Crime

By Jason Curtis Anderson

There are many things to enjoy about 
living in the West Village. The classic ar-
chitecture, tree-lined streets, and living 
among the world’s most fashionable neigh-
bors are all truly a delight. However, one 
benefit of living in the West Village that 
people might have taken for granted over 
the years was the extremely low crime rate. 
One that provides the neighborhood with 
a sense of well-being that keeps residents 
fairly at ease, and contributes greatly to the 
West Village being one of the most desir-
able zip-codes on earth. 

Unfortunately, crime spreads whenever 
given the chance. Like cancer left untreat-
ed, it always grows whenever given the 
opportunity. When robberies go unchecked 
it signals more robberies. When drug deal-
ing goes unchecked in places like Wash-
ington Square Park, dealers expand their 
presence. And the reasons we all love this 
neighborhood are the very same reasons 
that criminals love it too.  
 

For the most part, the West Village is a qui-
et neighborhood full of nonviolent people, 

senior citizens, families, beautiful women, 
and retail stores with high-value items. In 
many ways, the West Village is a perfect 
neighborhood for criminals to maximize 
their return with little pushback. 

A recent NYPost article highlighted that 
our beloved neighborhood is currently ex-
periencing one of the largest crime increas-
es in any district. In August the 6th precinct 
reported an 80% increase in crime and a 
103% increase in grand larceny and shop-
lifting. 

For those of you asking yourself: What 
can I do? Unfortunately, there is not much. 
One block by the West 4th train station 
hired private security guards to patrol the 
area. 

The other thing you can do is vote.

The upcoming elections are your oppor-
tunity to vote for candidates who support 
law and order and to vote against candi-
dates who tend to favor the well-being of 
criminals. 

Brad Hoylman, the proud father of the 
bail reform bill is running to be your lo-

cal Senator and has more criminal justice 
bills in the pipeline. One of those bills is 
the Clean Slate Act, which would prevent 
landlords from being able to run criminal 
background checks on new tenants, help-
ing them gain more access to NYC real es-
tate. If you oppose Brad and his pro-crim-
inal legislation, now is your opportunity to 
vote for Maria Danzilo, a common-sense 
Democrat with deep roots in the West Side 
of Manhattan. 

Another place you can make a difference 
is the Attorney General race, where Mi-
chael Henry is running against incumbent 
Tish James. Tish James also supported the 
bail reform bill and has made no effort to 
address the increase in crime New Yorkers 
have experienced during her tenure as AG. 

And while this may not be something our 
deeply blue neighborhood wants to hear, 
a vote for Lee Zeldin might be one of the 
only options we have to truly reduce crime.

Kathy Hochul still claims there is not 
enough data yet to consider revising bail 
reform and the other bills that have led to 
the proliferation of masked gunmen and 
dangerous subways. 

That data she is referring to is the inno-
cent lives of New Yorkers.

Every type of major crime is up 37.26% 
across Manhattan with the exception of 
murder. 95.45% of precincts have report-
ed increases. Increases that happened un-
der Kathy Hochul and Tish James’ current 
leadership. 

While I know many West Village locals 
detest the idea of voting for a Republican 
under any circumstances, we are already 
living in Kathy Hochul and Tish James’ 
New York, and have been for quite some 
time. Nothing has improved. When it 
comes to issues like crime and public safe-
ty, a vote for either of them will only be a 
vote for more of the same.

Not long ago the local West 4th subway 
station had two separate incidents of peo-
ple being hit by subways within 24 hours. 
We cannot let these types of incidents be-
come normalized, but in many ways, it is 
too late because we already have. If we 
ever want to see any change, it’s not going 
to come from the people who have let the 
city unravel under their leadership. 

West Village robbery in progress.        Photo by Maggie Berkvist.
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Dark Money Wins Our Congressional Primary

The Programs Bringing Washington Square Park Together

(So Does Its Beneficiary Dan Goldman)
By Arthur Schwartz
Westview readers know that in July and 

August I wrote positively about a Congres-
sional Candidate named Mondaire Jones, 
and then, after Dan Goldman, the Levi-
Strauss businessman turned politician got 
26% of the vote in a 5-way race, I called 
on my neighbors to unite around the sec-
ond place finisher, Yuh-Line Niou, who I 
thought was going to run against Goldman 
on November 3 on the Working Families 
Party line. But at the deadline, Yuh-Line 
declined to run, having been emotionally 
exhausted, not just by campaigning, but 
by the relentless character attacks blasted 
through mailings from a Political Action 
Committee (PAC) which called itself the 
New York Progressive PAC. In the end, the 
PAC won the election, not Dan Goldman. 
The NY Progressive PAC mailings not 
only cost Yuh-Line the 1500 votes she lost 
to Goldman by, they also scared a 35-year-
old rising star out of electoral politics, at 
least for now.
  I didn’t oppose Goldman because he will 

be the wealthiest member of Congress. 
I disagreed with him on key issues, like 
universal government-run health insur-
ance, which I  see as the way to address 
our status in the world as one of the un-
healthiest nations (more COVID deaths 
per capita, high maternal and fetal mortal-
ity, highest cost per person of medical care 

in the world, etc.) He opposes plans to ex-
pand the Supreme Court, to move towards 
the elimination of all fossil fuel use, and, 
clearly, to bar big money expenditures in 
elections (and I am not just speaking of the 
4-5 million of his own money he spent to 
get elected.
 But for now, I am more upset about how 

quiet Mr. Goldman and his “progressive” 
supporters like the Village Independent 
Democrats and Brad Hoylman, have been 
about what happened with the expenditures 
of the NY Progressive PAC (just like they 
said nothing when several real estate PACS 
sent out mail supporting Eric Bottcher and 
attacking Chris Marte (now the City Coun-
cil Member in District 1) in last year’s City 
Council election. 
Days before the Aug. 23 primaries, NY 

Progressive Action PAC launched an ag-
gressive effort to stop the leading Yuh-
Line Niou, who was tied with Goldman 
in most polls, from winning the crowded 
race for the open seat in District 10 that 
includes the Brooklyn neighborhoods of 
Park Slope, Borough Park and Sunset Park 
and a stretch of Lower Manhattan.  New 
York Progressive PAC, spent $225,000 in 
direct mailers and digital ads targeting As-
semblywoman Yuh-Line Niou, who was 
backed by the Working Families Party .
Jeff Leb, the Super PAC’s treasurer, said 

it was formed “to educate voters on Niou’s 

hypocritical positions” and to call into 
question her progressive credentials. One 
of the mailers highlighted Niou’s participa-
tion in a lawsuit to save a community gar-
den in Soho, which, if successful will stop 
a building project for low-income seniors.  
Her position was the same as Communi-
ty Board 2, as well as Assembly Member 
Glick, and Council member Marte. The 
mailing characterized her as opposed to af-
fordable housing and an enemy of seniors. 
In another mailing, she was labeled an an-
ti-Semite because she supports efforts to 
stop Israel from the mistreatment of its Pal-
estinean population. The mailer cried out: 
“Attention voters: Yuh-Line Niou supports 
antisemites and opposes Israel,..she is too 
extreme for our community.”
 “This congressional seat is among the 

most closely watched open seat in Ameri-
ca,” Leb said. “It’s critical that we hold can-
didates accountable for their actions. You 
can’t say one thing and do something else. 
Too much is at stake for our democracy.” 
But Leb isn’t some broker for honesty. He 
runs a well-paid consulting firm, Capitol 
Consulting, which specializes in spending 
money, particularly from super-Orthodox 
groups, through difficult-to-trace, cutely 
named PACS, to influence elections at the 
last minute, often too late for the attacked 
candidate to respond to. Leb has multiple 
names for his Super PACs. 

In June, five progressive Assembly can-
didates filed a joint complaint with the 
State Board of Elections claiming a pair of 
political action committees headed by Mr. 
Leb, tied to real estate interests, had skirted 
election rules after sending attack mailers 
two weeks before the June Assembly pri-
mary.
The candidates filed the complaint against 

the two super PACs — Voters of New York 
Inc., and Common Sense New Yorkers, 
Inc. —claiming no daily or weekly disclo-
sure requirements were filed by the groups 
30 days or less before an election, as man-
dated by state law. Both PACs’ disclosures, 
which date back to April and whose con-
tributions total more than $1 million, were 
posted shortly after the complaint was 
made. One of the  Super PAC — Common 
Sense New Yorkers, a public safety-fo-
cused political action committee launched 
in 2020 — spent over $1.2 million in an 
aggressive campaign against the left-lean-
ing challengers in Democratic primaries 
for State Assembly. The group is backed 
by prominent real estate moguls, including 
Gary Barnett, Larry Silverstein, Will Zeck-
endorf, Albert Laboz, and Thomas Tuft. 
Super PACs are not new. But the entry of 

Super PACs into Democratic races, in New 
York and elsewhere is a growing problem. 
It is a way for multi-millionaires who want 
to push the Democratic Party to the right, 

By Sophia Astor
For the little kids, Washington Square 

Park is all about running around the play-
grounds. For teenagers, it’s a place to skate, 
take selfies and sneak sips of alcohol. And 
for the older heads, it’s about seeking out a 
little tranquility for a morning walk. These 
often conflicting visions for this most dem-
ocratic of public spaces don’t always co-
exist easily: The Washington Square Park 
Conservancy has been working to change 
that.
The Conservancy now offers 11 different 

fitness and art classes, shows, and more 
aimed at breaking down barriers between 
the park’s various – sometimes warring—
demographics and providing some much 
needed common ground. All of a sudden, 
tweens are salsa dancing with grandparents 
and posh business women are kicking off 

their heels to play some Double Dutch. 
“Anytime I watch a skateboarder get off 

their skateboard to come join one of our 
programs I cheer a little bit on the inside,” 
said Grace Harman, the Conservancy’s 
community relations director, who has 
been planning and expanding the park’s 
recreation programs since 2018.
Harman explained that these programs 

not only help build community, they also 
cut down on rule breaking and bad behav-
ior by taking up physical space in the park. 
She said that the children’s programs held 
in the northwest section of the park helped 
clean up the area, long a notorious haven 
for drug abusers and dealers. But the Con-
servancy’s main goal is that all people feel 
welcome. 
Pitching and coming up with ideas for 

programs is super easy. Harman says they 

partner with already existing programs that 
catch their eye. They also take suggestions 
from the community. 
Once program season (a.k.a. summer) 

rolls around, all that’s left to do is clear 
the space in the park and set up the Con-
servancy’s welcome wagon. Many people 
are hesitant to join or don’t know that they 
can, so a friendly smile and some encour-
agement from the interns at the welcome 
wagon helps bring people in.
Dino Malvone, who runs a pilates in-

spired fitness class for the SaltDrop, which 
partners with the Conservancy, says the 
classes are a great way to break the ice.
“Our favorite thing about holding class-

es in the park this summer was that we 
met our neighbors and made so many new 
friends,”  Malvone said.
Conasia Watts, a Double Dutch coach in 

the park, said she’s always surprised by 
who is willing to jump in.
“Whether it was the skaters, local art-

ists, or tourists just passing by, there was 
always someone who either knew how to 
jump and wanted to get back in the swing 
of things or someone who was interested in 
learning,” Watts said. 
Tae Kim from the Portable Museum Proj-

ect, an organization that holds art classes 
in the park, says the programs give people 
a reason to come to the park beyond just 
hanging out. 
“The more people with purpose come to 

the park,” said Kim, “the more Washington 
Square Park will be filled with a warm and 
pleasant vibe, which makes the park safe 
and healthy.”

continued from page 30
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PAID FOR BY SARE FOR SENATE 

Along with 72 other world leaders, Diane Sare has been 
targeted by the Ukrainian CCD “hit list.” Shown above: 
World War II Nazi collaborator Stepan Bandera along side 
the current logo of the Ukrainian neo-Nazi Azov Battalion. 
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Why a Petition to Bring a Hospital Back to the Lower West Side?

Sign The Petition  The Friends Of St. Vincent’s

Remember the Alamo?
It’s Not What it used to be.

By Roger Paradiso

When someone has a stroke or a heart at-
tack, every second in between the incident 
and the hospital is critical to saving that 
person’s life. When moments like this hap-
pen (which they do every day) is an oppor-
tunity for  local government to make sure 
everyone has a fair chance, and easy access 

to a nearby hospital. 
It is unfair to ask entire neighborhoods to 

carry extra risk in having to commute far-
ther than others in the event of a medical 
emergency.
For this reason, we urge you to sign this 

petition to bring back a first-class medical 
facility to the West Village and the Lower 
Westside—Including Chelsea, Parts of Tri-

beca, Chinatown, and Soho.
We Ask the Governor, State of New York, 

and Mayor, City of New York, to build a 
new St. Vincent’s Hospital.
Our neighborhoods are woefully under-

served in our medical needs. We have less 
than one hospital bed per 50,000 people, 
and the nearest hospitals are too far away 
to effectively save anyone in critical con-

dition. This presents an immediate danger 
to our combined communities. It is time to 
bring back what we have lost. We demand 
the building of a new St. Vincent’s Hospi-
tal for the 382,654 estimated residents of 
downtown NYC. 
  
Please support the Friends of St. Vincents 

by signing the petition at the link below:

By Brian J Pape, AIA

Installed in 1967 as part of “Sculpture and 
the Environment”, organized by the New 
York City Department of Cultural Affairs, 
the metal cube sculpture called Alamo was 
one of 25 temporary art installations that 
were intended to remain for a six-month pe-
riod. However, local residents successfully 
petitioned the city to keep Alamo in front 
of the Cooper Union Foundation Building, 
and across the street from two entrances to 
the Astor Place subway station. 
The cube rotates around a hidden pole in 

its center, thus the reason for repeated re-

pairs; visitors love to see how fast they can 
make it spin. Despite the extensive repairs 
in 2005, on November 1, 2016, the sculp-
ture was returned to Astor Place after a 
$180,000 reconstruction and rust removal.
By May 2022, the city Department of 

Transportation, responsible for the sculp-
ture’s maintenance, determined that prob-
lems with spinning the structure could 
cause further damage. The agency conse-
quently locked it in place with metal brac-
es, at least until additional work on the 
pivot may eventually prove sufficient to 
permit it to spin freely again.

https://www.change.org/p/bring-back-st-vincent-s-hospital

By Roger Paradiso

I am writing this not just to the readership 
of WestView News, but to the contributors 
to the paper. Petitions work when they are 
popular. Why? Because if they address is-
sues that people care about, it will not be 
hard to get signatures. 

George Capsis, the publisher of West-
View News, is an activist who tried to 
keep St. Vincent’s Hospital from closing. 
Since it was torn down, he has advocated 
for building a new hospital.  I am asking 
you to help George on his quest. By con-
tributing to WestView you are promoting 
the paper as a voice of the people, which 
it says on the front page. You are doing a 
good thing. Not just for yourself, but for 
your family, friends, and neighbors. 

George and I are expecting our young re-
porters to get out on the streets and talk to 
people about our main concerns. One of 
the most urgent of these is: we need a hos-
pital put back where St. Vincent’s had been 
but was never replaced. The Lower West 
Side has two hospital beds per 100,000 
people. This matters. A new hospital will 
save lives. If you suffer a heart attack or a 
stroke you have minutes to save your life. 
Not hours.

And not to offend our friends on the Up-
per East Side, but they have defeated us. 
They have fought to get many hospitals in 
their neighborhood. So much so, that the 
area is called “Bed Pan Alley.” They have 
over 5,000 hospitals beds for 125,000 peo-
ple. A bed for every 25 people!

Most people won’t read the actual peti-
tion. But they will respond to two major 
points if you have a chance to talk to them. 
The first is the need to build a new hospital 
to replace St. Vincent’s. The second is the 
disparity between the number of beds on 
the Lower West Side and the Upper East 
Side. You will get their attention. As they 
are signing and printing their names and 
addresses, you can emphasize again that 
we need to bring back a hospital to replace 
the great St. Vincent’s Hospital that has 
been closed since 2010.

Dear seniors, we do not go out at night 
with petitions or go door to door (except to 
neighbors). But we have seniors living in 
Westbeth and public housing, and we have 
many senior centers. Petitions can be post-
ed in these places. And we can contact our 
family, friends, and neighbors.

I circulated a petition several years back 
in Montclair, New Jersey. They told me I 
was crazy. My son Anthony and I, along 
with a few neighbors, got 750 signatures in 
a six-block radius of our last remaining six 
acres of woods. We stopped condos from 
being built. 

Politicians respond to petitions because 
every signature represents a vote. And in 
small districts every vote is important to 
their jobs.

Please help us help the community and 
maybe someone close to you. Maybe even 
you. Thank you.

 Photo Credit: Brian J Pape, AIA
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A View from (Beyond) the Kitchen

How You Can Take Part in the 49th Village Halloween Parade 

Culture & Cuisine  

By Anthony Paradiso

On October 31st, the annual Village Hal-
loween Parade will start on Canal Street 
and travel up to West 15th street for the 49th 
year. According to the Halloween Parade’s 
website, this year’s theme is “Freedom” 
and the parade will feature the Brooklyn 
United Marching Band playing the song 
“Freedom,” that was written by Grammy 
Award-winning musician, singer and song-
writer, Jon Batiste.
However, as it has in previous years, the 

Village Halloween Parade will feature 
hundreds of Giant Puppets, as well as more 

than 50 bands “representing music from 
around the world,” and of course thou-
sands of participants dressed up as witches, 
ghouls, and zombies! 
If you do not have a costume, there are 

other ways to get involved such as volun-
teering to animate a puppet or playing in a 
band. Those looking to participate in these 
ways must sign up by going to the Village 
Halloween Parade’s website, clicking on 
the “Participate” tab where they can scroll 
down to the “Other Ways to Participate” 
and clicking on the links contained in the 
text “Volunteer” next to a sentence written 
in bold that says “Don’t have a Costume.”

The Village Halloween Parade is an op-
portunity for people to express their cre-
ativity through their costumes as well as 
taking part in a celebratory event. How-
ever, the parade’s website does ask that 
everyone participating follow “six simple 
steps”. These steps advise those who are 
marching to wear a costume, to show up 
at Canal Street and Sixth Avenue between 
6:30 and 9:00 PM, and to follow the crowd 
up Sixth Avenue but to not go down Sixth 
Avenue.
The Parade website also clarifies that 

the Parade is a “0 % tolerance for alcohol 
event.” Those who don’t want to wait in 

line to enter the parade can purchase a VIP 
ticket on the Parade’s website, which gives 
them access to a “more spacious place to 
revel in the parade.” 
The parade is a night where people from 

all over the world come to the Village to 
celebrate Halloween. Those interested in 
finding out more information about this 
year’s parade can go to the Village Hal-
loween Parade’s website. NYC Village 
Halloween Parade – The nation’s most 
wildly creative public participatory event 
in the greatest city in the world! (hallow-
een-nyc.com)
Happy Halloween everybody!!

By Isa Covo

In September, after all those months of 
confinement and distancing, as we began 
to move more widely, and travel abroad 
resumed, I decided to take a short trip to 
Europe and visit friends and family.
I was a little nervous about it, but also ex-

cited.
Since I was visiting two countries with 

different climates, I chose somewhat dif-
ferent clothing for each. As it turned out 
there was not much difference in tempera-
ture between the two: Paris was hot for a 
few days, Athens a little hotter, but drier, 
which made it a little more comfortable, 
and the evenings were almost cool.
The cultural life had not entirely resumed 

in both countries as the rates of Covid-19 
were, and still are high. The public still 
avoided indoor spaces where people sat 
together for long periods of time, such as 
restaurants, but the outdoor spaces were 
filled, although in Paris it is not always 
easy: it rained two days out of the five I 
was there. Thankfully there were some 
breaks, and the Louvre was open.
In Paris, I had a terrible and expensive 

meal at Brasserie Lippp, which should be 
avoided, unless you know what to order, 
since apparently one can have a satisfying 
meal with better choices than I made. On 
the other hand, small cafes offering simple, 
but still elegant food can be perfect.
In Athens I stayed with relatives and 

would have had a wonderful time if on the 
third day of my stay everybody had not 

come down with Covid-19. It was unfor-
tunate because we were supposed to attend 
a performance at an open-air theater that is 
centuries old.
There are several good museums, but if 

you are time limited, two are a must: the 
Acropolis Museum near the Parthenon and 
the National Archeological Museum in the 
center of the city. Both are quite unique.
To eat well in Greece, avoid fancy restau-

rants, and choose a Taverna for good au-
thentic Greek food, or ethnic restaurants, 
particularly Asian ones. I found the Euro-
pean food there mediocre.

Bon Voyage, friends.

This salad was inspired by one served to me at a café in Par-
is. With some toasted French bread or  very fresh baguette it 
makes a satisfying light meal. The dressing does not contain 
vinegar so one can have a glass of wine alongside to make it 
a feast

Grilled Burrata with Grilled Vegetables
1 individual size burrata at room temperature
2 thin slices of Italian eggplant cut lengthwise
1 2-inch piece of sweet red pepper, cut lengthwise
1 2-inch piece of green pepper, cut lengthwise
1 2-inch  piece yellow pepper, cut lengthwise 
2 tablespoons olive oil
1 teaspoon fresh parsley leaves, minced
1 teaspoon fresh basil, or oregano, minced
Salt and pepper to tase. 
1. Heat a grill pan until red hot
2. Dry the vegetables and the burrata with kitchen, or pa-

per towels 
3. In a small bowl mix the salt and pepper together with 

the olive oil
4. With a pastry brush, brush both sides of the vegetables 

with a thin layer of the oil mixture
5. Save the remaining oil to drizzle over the salad
6. Place the burrata on the grill pan to grill 3 minutes on 

each side as you gradually add the rest of the vegetables, start-
ing with the eggplant and grill 2 minutes on each side, until 
cooked through and soft. Add the peppers skin side down and 
grill about 2 to 3 minutes until fragrant but still crisp.
7. Remove the cheese and place it on the plate. Arrange 

the vegetables decoratively around it. Drizzle with the leftover 
oil and sprinkle the herbs on top.

Yield: 1 serving
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The NYC Teen Film Festival Returns This October

Meatpacking as a Designated Arts District
Culture & Cuisine  

By Luke McGuire

On October 29th, the New York City Teen 
Film Festival will hold its seventh annual 
event at an independent theater in down-
town Manhattan. Founded by New York 
City high school students in 2016, the festi-
val is dedicated to providing valuable film 
experience to all New York teens. “The 
primary goal of the NYCTFF is to provide 
New York’s youth with exposure to the 
film festival experience without the bur-
den of entry fees,” says festival co-director 
David Lillien. Lillien, a high school senior 
himself, believes that the ultimate objec-
tive of the festival is to “promote the next 
generation of filmmakers, while also en-
couraging creation of the art itself.” To that 

end, the NYCTFF has established itself as 
not only as one of the few public youth film 
festivals that doesn’t require an entry fee, 
but also as one of the largest youth-run film 
festivals in the country. 
This year, NYCTFF received over 300 

submissions from young filmmakers across 
New York City, with 22 officially selected 
nominees in seven award categories. These 
categories include Best Editing, Best Story, 
Best Cinematography, Best Performance, 
Audience Award, Best Documentary, and 
Best in Show. All filmmakers are affiliat-
ed with New York City, and between the 
ages of 12 and 18. The Best Film winner is 
awarded $250, and the other category win-
ners receive $100. Every year, a group of 
professionals in the film industry conducts 

the review process, and winners are cho-
sen based upon their reviews. This year, 
submissions were reviewed by Lisa Hur-
witz, known for her work on The Automat, 
Javier Montes D’Arce, a renowned Mexi-
can filmmaker, and Emily Kunstler, who is 
from the West Village and co-runs the doc-
umentary production company ‘Off Cen-
ter.’ The festival is a 501(c)(3) and operates 
solely on charitable donations. 
The festival encourages and welcomes all 

teen filmmakers and is dedicated to the ap-
preciation film. At NYCTFF, the primary 
focus is on the filmmaker. They are deter-
mined to support independent film in all 
forms, which is why NYCTFF exclusively 
uses independent theaters for all its venues. 
All staff members are teen volunteers who 

value the art of film, and understand the 
importance of educating young artists, pro-
viding them with valuable experience, and 
promoting their work.

Luke McGuire is an organizer of the New 
York City Teen Film Festival.

 By Hannah Reimann

An increasing number of tourists and lo-
cals come to the Meatpacking area to at-
tend events and exhibits at The Whitney 
Museum and Little Island. Free concerts 
and numerous cultural events abound these 
days. The area’s character is changing as 
the meatpackers depart.
Couture shops like Hermès and Helmut 

Lang are paying enormous rents to attract 
these sophisticated people who love live 
music, art and fashion. Artists who have 
studios in the Chelsea and the Village are 
concerned that they may be pushed out by 
higher rents. Most artists cannot afford any 
studio space in the area. In addition to the 
free concerts on Little Island that people 
enjoy now, they would also like indoor mu-
sic events for the winter months and for the 
city to provide free or reduced-rent spaces 
where artists can work and exhibit their 
art. The Meatpacking area has many empty 
commercial spaces now including well-lit 
storefronts, ideal for nurturing local artistic 
talent.
I reached out to the following individu-

als to get statements and a pulse from our 
community in order to create city support 
for an arts district in the Meatpacking area.
Anita Durst,  Co-founder and Artistic Di-

rector of ChaShaMa,,  an award-winning 
arts and real estate advocacy organization 
for 27 years that provides temporary free 
spaces for artists in NYC
“If the presence of artist spaces can stim-

ulate enough economic growth to increase 

property values in a specific area, I believe 
landlords would be willing to explore the 
idea. I see more real estate developers tak-
ing an active interest in the art world, so I 
believe it’s possible.”
Adam Weinberg, Alice Pratt Brown Di-

rector, The Whitney Museum
““The Whitney is proud to be part of the 

rich and vibrant cultural community thriv-
ing downtown. Projects such as the rotat-
ing outdoor  art installation on the facade 
of 95 Horatio Street,  the Day’’s End instal-
lation  by David Hammons at Gansevoort 
Peninsula in Hudson River Park, our an-
nual Pride celebration, and the transforma-
tion  of Roy Lichtenstein’’s  studio into a 
new permanent home of our Independent 
Study Program all welcome neighbors, art, 
artists, and art lovers to engage with what 
clearly is a unique, must-see, hub for cul-
ture. We continue to look forward to what 
comes next.”
Jeffrey C. LeFrancois, Executive Direc-

tor, Meatpacking District Management As-
sociation “Arts and Culture are already at 
home in the Meatpacking District and the 
neighborhood plays a role in the develop-
ment of art happenings and trends being set 
in and around the city, be it on a canvas 
or a runway. It makes sense to have the 
conversation [about the Meatpacking area 
becoming an arts district]. I can’’t speak 
for property owners, but many in the area 
believe that art is critical to the success of 
any neighborhood.”
Zach Weinstein, Village resident and 

Meatpacking community activist, film-

maker of the upcoming documentary, 
Coronavirus Diary NYC, co-organiz-
er of Save Gansevoort, and co-chair of 
The Greenwich Village Community Task 
Force” “A Gansevoort Market Arts District 
could be an interesting idea, but the devil is 
in the details. How do you insure that such 
a district actually helps struggling artists 
and doesn’’t become just another corporate 
branding project?””
Steve Glazman,Anonymous West Village 

painter and resident for 25 years
“Potentially great idea. If I could rent stu-

dio space for $200 per month to start, shar-
ing a space with other painters, it would be 
ideal. Then, in a few years, I would have 
the means to get a bigger studio. Right now 
I may have to go far away for a studio. I 
may have to goto to Jersey or something 
like that. I’d rather be here, walk to Meat-
packing to a studio, to the museums, to gal-
leries, and to have as much as possible in 
my world here, a world of me and a world 
of art, rather than having to go away from 
the world of art to work.”

This article was inspired by Roberto 
Monticello, Meatpacking activist and film-
maker, who has lived in the area for 48 
years. According to Monticello, in 1996-
97 there was a movement to rezone the 
Meatpacking district to allow the construc-
tion of high-rise buildings and a plan to 
erect 11 towers there. Community Board 2 
wanted tothe prevent this from happening. 
Many of the Board members were in their 
80s and 90s then and they asked him for 
his help. He was an energetic attendee of 
CB2 meetings, as well as an activist at that 
time. The Horatio Street Association gave 
him a petition that he delivered to Mayor 
Bloomberg which pressed the Mayor to 
limit the height of any new construction. 
The city decided to give landmark status to 
Meatpacking so that the buildings east of 
Washington Street in the area could not be 
more than six stories high. 

An extended version of this article can be 
found online.

Credit: Hannah Reimann
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Spark Birds
 By Keith Michael
 
Little did I know I was about to stumble 

down a rabbit hole that would up-end my 
life. It was the summer of 2006 and I was 
on an Audubon boat tour heading up the 
East River to see nesting colonies of herons 
and egrets on the Brother Islands. Really? 
At the time, that sentence was surprising 
to me! There are NYC birding boat tours? 
I’m on one of them? There are East Riv-
er nesting colonies of herons and egrets? 
Where are the Brother Islands?

Obviously, New York City has “water, 
water everywhere” with 36 to 42 islands, 
depending on how you count them, the 
most famous, of course, being Manhattan 
and Staten. In fact, NYC has 520 miles of 
coastline, making the abundance of water 
and the abundance of birds a productive 
combination for exploring its many water-
ways by boat to see birds. The companion 
islands of North and South Brother are 
in the East River between the Bronx and 
Riker’s Island on the way to Long Island 
Sound. Neither are inhabited and both are 
now designated bird sanctuaries. In the 
19th century, there was a quarantine hospi-
tal on North Brother Island, though all its 
structures are now ruins. In the early 2000s 
these islands were home to breeding colo-
nies of long-legged wading birds like Great 
Egrets, Snowy Egrets, and Black-crowned 
Night Herons. Who knew? I didn’t.

It was a balmy, clear evening on the 
boat’s upper deck as the sights of the city 
streamed by accompanied by tales of its 
multitudes of avian visitors and residents. 
We had already glided under all of the 
iconic East River bridges—the Brooklyn, 
Manhattan, and Williamsburg—continued 
on to the Queensboro/59th Street/“Feelin’ 
Groovy”/now Ed Koch, Triborough/
now RFK, and Hell’s Gate bridges. This 
boat-level view of these great bridges was 
more than enough reason to have board-
ed a boat that night. As we finally circled 
the Brother Islands, the onboard naturalist 
began pointing out white-plumed egrets 
preening before roosting for the evening, 
gulls lolling on the shoreline and on der-
elict pilings, gnome-like night herons 
inching out downed tree limbs along the 

river, and black, slim-necked birds called 
Double-crested Cormorants festooning 
the trees above their stick nests, seeming-
ly hanging their wings out to dry. Birds 
were flying in from every direction. Other 
than the sound of the boat’s motor and the 
changing tide rushing past in the river, the 
rest of the night seemed silent and in slow 
motion.

I felt like I had just visited some magi-
cal Narnia world as we headed back down 
the East River with our famous skyline 
unfolding. That 2006 skyline now seems 
from a distant past, before the new World 
Trade Center, before Hudson Yards, before 
the super-talls of 57thth Street, and before 
the skyward climb of both Brooklyn and 
Queens transformed the view floor-by-
floor. Maybe there were more spaces along 
the horizon then, but that night, as the sun 
made its precipitous descent, a Glossy Ibis 
flock (the naturalist explained) crossed in 
front of the boat silhouetted against an or-
ange sky. Ibises in New York City? These 
gangly yet graceful birds with their deeply 
curved bills seemed decidedly tropical. To 
find out that they were common summer 
birds in New York, even raising families 
here, was a revelation. I couldn’t wait to 
pull out a map to find out where else in the 
city they might live.

I didn’t know it at the time, but these Ibis-
es flying across the sunset skyline were my 
“spark birds”—the birds that burned a fas-
cination into me that would little by little 
become a daily quest. Birds would lead me 
to visiting so many places I’d never been to 
before, and seeing more birds, and meeting 
new people, and photography, and writing, 
and book-making, and seeing more birds, 
and reading about birds, and travelling to 
see birds, and studying birds, and leading 
groups to see birds, and meeting more peo-
ple, and seeing more birds!

If you think that you may have caught the 
birding spark, follow it—you’ll be glad 
you did.

* * * * *
 
Visit  keithmichaelnyc.com  or follow @

newyorkcitywild on Instagram.  

A 2022 Glossy Ibis flock rekindles the flame of the writer’s 2006 “spark birds.”
Image by Keith Michael
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Honored Village Architect James Polshek Dies at 92
By Brian J Pape, AIA, LEED-AP

James Stewart Polshek, FAIA,has lived 
most of his life in Greenwich Village, 
plus his work at architectural studios 
first overlooking Union Square, later at 
2 Gansevoort Street. Polshek, perhaps 
influenced by his upbringing and our 
Village ethos, chose design commissions 
that were consistent with his politics. He 
died on September 9, 2022, at his home in 
Greenwich Village.
Polshek had always considered archi-

tecture a “healing art.” “[It] aspires to re-
store, renew, make whole, reconcile, and 
harmonize,” he wrote in the introduction 
to his 2014 book  Build, Memory  (Mo-
nacelli Press).
In Polshek’s first book, Context and Re-

sponsibility  (1986, Rizzoli), he wrote: 
“The true importance of architecture lies 
in its ability to solve human problems, 
not stylistic ones. A building is too per-
manent and too influential on public life 
and personal comfort to be created pri-
marily as ‘public art.’ Modern abstrac-
tions or nostalgia cannot them-
selves generate ideas for structures 
of lasting value. Only buildings 
that serve broadly defined social, 
political or cultural objectives can 
achieve this.”
Born on February 11, 1930, and raised 

in Akron, Ohio, Polshek had a life-chang-
ing event while he was a teenager, when a 
new Usonian-style house was built in his 
parents’ leafy upper-middle-class neigh-
borhood. “But to me, it was an epiphany. 
It showed that architecture could act as a 
social critique. The house was a radical 
statement that the status quo was not sat-
isfactory.”
After graduating from Yale in 1955, 

studying under the late Louis Kahn, and a 
Fulbright Scholarship in Copenhagen, he 
worked as apprentice to architects and the 
I. M. Pei firm briefly, until he opened his 
own office in 1963. 
Historic preservation or the respectful 

repurposing of older buildings was a part 
of Polshek’s goal from early in his career, 
something that was not mainstream yet. 
He was also a long-standing member of 
the Greenwich Village Society for Historic 
Preservation, even serving on its board of 
directors.
In 1970, the NY Bar Association opened 

their headquarters in a set of historic Al-
bany townhouses that Polshek had restored 
and expanded into their courtyard. “Jim 
was one of the first architects to show that 

it was possible to bring a modern aesthetic 
to an existing building,” says David Bur-
ney, FAIA, associate professor of planning 
and placemaking at the Pratt Institute. 
Another early preservation effort was 

transforming the former Friends Meeting 
House into the Brotherhood Synagogue, at 
28 Gramercy Park South.
In June of 2018, an exhibit was mount-

ed at the Center for Architecture that ex-
plored the life and work of Polshek, the 
2018 American Institute of Architects Gold 
Medal winner, ‘because he makes archi-
tecture for people, not to satisfy his ego.’ 
The AIANY website stated “As founding 
design partner of the Polshek Partnership, 
as Dean of the Columbia University Grad-
uate School of Architecture, Planning, and 
Preservation, (from 1972 to 1987), and as 
civic advocate, Polshek has advanced a 
singular vision, based on his core belief in 
the sustaining power of an architecture that 
synthesizes ethics and aesthetics. The ex-
hibition presents the tapestry of Polshek’s 
experience: inspirations and education, 
academia and activism, and an unwaver-
ing commitment to the social and political 
dimensions of the profession are interwo-
ven in a studio culture of collaboration and 
an architecture of optimism, restraint, and 
relevance, informed by values of social 
responsibility and environmental steward-
ship.”
When Polshek got the commission to 

design the Clinton Presidential Library in 
Little Rock Arkansas (2004), he insisted 

that the decrepit railroad bridge adjacent 
to the library be repurposed as a pedestrian 
crossing, connecting it to the low-income 
community across the river.
The Rose Center for Earth and Space 

(2000), iwass a stunning glass and space 
frame planetarium addition to the heavy 
masonry Museum of Natural History in 
New York, that managed to take nothing 
away from the venerable institution.
Carnegie Hall was renovated by Polshek 

in a careful manner to appear seamless 
with the historic structure. 
The historic Brooklyn Museum was given 

a new front entrance by Polshek that also 
organized interior spaces to elevate the 
museum experience.
Other new buildings by Polshek include 

The Frank Sinatra School of the Arts in 
Astoria and a $4.5 billion masterplan for 
Newtown Creek (Sanitation Works) in 
Brooklyn, New York.
For the  Standard Hotel in the Meat Pack-

ing district,  Polshek Partnership Archi-
tects designed the 20-story concrete build-
ing reminiscent of Le Corbusier’s works, 
standing over The Highline. 
Closer Also close to home, Polshek de-

signed apartment blocks in Battery Park 
City, and on 6thth Avenue. Washington 
Court at 360-374 6thth Avenue was called 
“brilliantly conceived, designed, detailed, 
and executed” over a subway line.
In 2005, and with the firm name change to 

Ennead (Greek for ‘the nine’ partners who 
carried on the work), Polshek retained the 

title of Partner Emeritus at Ennead from 
2010 until his death. The one change at En-
nead is Ennead Lab, an in-house research 
and advocacy arm that will also provide 
pro bono services. “For years we have 
preached about a non-profit practice, and 
now we can actually have one,” said Pol-
shek.
Polshek said his firm and all those who 

worked for it realized…”they were making 
a contribution bigger than themselves.”
After 2005,  Polshek got appointed to the 

Art Commission of the City of New York, 
now called the  Public Design Commis-
sion, and also began working on Four Free-
doms Park, Louis Kahn’s memorial to F. D. 
Roosevelt on Roosevelt Island. 
Polshek married Ellyn Margolis in 1952, 

and they had two children, Peter and Jenni-
fer, all who survive him. Polshek suffered 
from  kidney disease before his death. He 
will be greatly missed.

Brian J. Pape is a citizen architect in  pri-
vate practice, serving on the  Manhattan 
District 2 Community  Board Landmarks 
Committee and  Quality of Life Committee 
(speaking solely in a personal, and  not an 
official capacity), Co-chair  of the Ameri-
can Institute of  Architects NY Design for 
Aging  Committee, is a member of AIA-
NY  Historic Buildings and Housing  Com-
mittees, is LEED-AP “Green”  certified, 
and is a journalist  specializing in architec-
ture subjects.    

During a conversation at the Center for Architecture, James Polshek (left) talked with Randy Cohen (right), which brought Polshek to 
this modest conclusion: “It’s not a high art; it is really a craft.”  But Polshek elevated that craft to a fine art.
Credit: AIANY
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Mess With Texas and Maybe Save Some Lives
By Alec Pruchnicki, MD

“I assure you that when you haven’t 
done it for one of the least of these, you 
haven’t done it for me.”  Matthew 25:44-
45

 It’s odd for an atheist like me 
quoting Jesus, but the behavior of Gover-
nor Greg Abbott and the other Republicans 
in their treatment of immigrants is extreme, 
and help from any direction is needed. 
(“NYC Makes Room for South American 
Migrants” Westview News 9/2022) This 
publicity stunt of sending undocumented 
immigrants or those seeking asylum to oth-
er states might be irritating for the states, 
including New York, but might actually be 
better for immigrants since access to medi-
cal care in Texas is terrible.
 Abbott and his accomplices in 

the legislature don’t care if their own cit-
izens live or die. That isn’t just a figure of 

speech, but a simple fact. According to the 
Kaiser Family Foundation (KFF.org) Texas 
is the state with the highest rate of people 
without health insurance in the country, at 
over 17%. Yet they have refused to expand 
Medicaid coverage, which is easily avail-
able from the Affordable Care Act.  
Undermining and dragging their feet 

on precautions has given them a COVID 
death rate of 103/100,000, compared to 
71/100,000 in New York, even though 
Texas exposure came later in the pandemic 
when more was known. The easy availabil-
ity of guns, sometimes with loosening of 
gun laws even after mass shootings, is an-
other lethal action of that state. The recent 
decision striking down of abortion rights 
is enforced in Texas with a rule that says 
if there is a heartbeat then no abortion can 
occur even if the fetus is nonviable and its 
deterioration in the womb can cause the 
mother to get septic and die.  
These tactics of rejecting Medicaid ex-

pansion, poor COVID performance, loose 
gun laws and cruel anti-abortion rules, 
superimposed on poor socio-econom-
ic conditions is not limited to Texas. It is 
common to many states of The Old Con-
federacy, which why they are still referred 
to as “The Stroke Belt” in medical slang.  
But, why should the weaknesses of those 

states be remedied by the Free States up 
North? We are not frightened by immi-
grants of whatever type, and it’s no ac-
cident that the Statue of Liberty is in the 
harbor of New York City and not Galves-
ton (OK maybe it’s in the harbor of Jersey 
City, but you get the idea).  
Before COVID it was common for states 

with high taxes to send more money to the 
Federal treasury than we received back.  
The low tax states, like Texas and others, 
took more than they contributed.  These 
welfare states in the South were carried by 
the high tax states (NY, NJ, Conn) so for 
us to make up for the deficiencies of oth-

er states is not new. Federal rescue money 
paid for by deficits has given every state 
in the country more than it contributes, but 
this won’t last forever. 
 Finally, there are the anecdotal 

stories of volunteers in NY, Martha’s Vine-
yard and other places stepping forward to 
help these refugees from Texas. The NY 
Times even had an article on how one 
of these displaced people is doing better 
working in NYC than living in Texas. Most 
people have a basic instinct to help others 
in distress. This is one of the characteristics 
that distinguishes human beings from Re-
publicans.
I started with a biblical reference and I’ll 

end with one. If the Christians are right and 
there is an afterlife, maybe helping “…the 
least of these…” will increase our chances 
of getting into heaven, while Greg Abbott 
and his colleagues will spend eternity in a 
place that’s a lot hotter than Texas.

The Sevier Team is a team of real estate licensees affiliated with Compass. Compass is a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. 110 5th Avenue, 2nd Floor, New York, NY 10011. O: 646.982.0353.

Q
&
A ARE INSPECTIONS MANDATORY, AND WHO    WHAT ARE THE AREAS INSPECTED?

DOES THEM, THE BUYER OR SELLER?

ARE THERE ANY ISSUES THAT WOULD
MAKE YOU WALK AWAY FROM A DEAL?

Inspections are not mandatory. They are advised to be
completed by the buyer when purchasing either a
townhouse or a unit in a small building where one would be
responsible for a large portion of any major repairs.
However, if you 
just want peace of mind, I would encourage you to do one,
but keep in mind that the contract of sale ensures that
everything must be in working order at the time of closing. 
A final walkthrough is done the day of closing to check all
appliances and fixtures, and to make sure everything
appears the same as it did when you first viewed the
apartment. For example, if when you saw the apartment 
 there was a rug and on the final walk through the rug was
removed and it had been hiding damage to the floor, the 
 seller would be responsible for repairing this. However, if
that damage had been visible when you viewed the
apartment, then it would be considered “as is.”

Issues that might cause a buyer to walk away from a deal
could include structural issues, asbestos, and mold (if a 
 mold test was taken). However, all issues really depend on 
a buyer’s threshold for resolving the problem. For example, 
I had a deal on a ground and subfloor unit in a townhouse.
Mold was discovered due to water being pitched towards
the house which was penetrating the foundation. The buyer
still wanted the apartment and the seller wanted to sell, so
with both sides in agreement the seller repaired the pitch 
 by raising the soil next to the building. As a result, water
moved away from the house and then they had had a mold
remediation company come and eradicate the mold. The
seller had another mold test completed proving this issue
was resolved and the deal closed. When there is goodwill
and a willingness to negotiate often these problems can be
resolved.

In a townhouse, the entire interior and exterior of the building
would be inspected. In a coop or condo, the apartment 
 would be fully inspected and an appointment made with  the
Super to view the roof, basement, and mechanical room. 

Danielle Sevier
Lic. Assoc. R.E. Broker
dsevier@compass.co
m M: 917.991.5386

Scan The QR
Code Now
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A Beautiful Day In The Neighborhood…Or Is It?
Arts&Entertainment

By Karilyn Prisco

I had the wonderful opportunity to in-
terview Sidik Fofana about his recently 
published book, Stories from the Tenants 
Downstairs. It hit the shelves in August 
this year and has already sparked much 
attention and has received rave reviews. 
Luckily, I was able to wiggle my way into 
his busy schedule to chat a bit about his 
inspiration, passion for storytelling and 
everyday life.

Fofana is a graduate of NYU’s MFA 
program and a public school teacher in 
Brooklyn. His work has appeared in the 
Sewanee Review and Granta. He was also 
named a fellow at the Center for Fiction in 
2018. Stories from the Tenants Downstairs, 
his debut short story collection composed 
of eight narratives about residents of a fic-
tional building in Harlem, was published 
by Scribner in August 2022.

Why is NYC such a magical setting for 
literature?
New York is such a frenetic place. It’s a 

boiling pot of dreams. It’s bridges and ar-
chitecture and people clustered. It’s a mi-
crocosm of the world. It’s Gotham City, the 
defining urban area of America. America’s 
Paris. America’s Hong Kong. You can tell 
so many different stories, so many worlds 
are packed in one. It’s fashion. It’s poverty. 

It’s graffiti, beauty and decay. It’s the city 
with the most people.
Have you always wanted to be a writ-

er? How did you start writing fiction?
I always wanted to be a writer but I didn’t 

always know what it entailed. I remember 
being a kid on a train in Boston and two 
white people randomly started up a con-
versation with me. They asked me what I 
wanted to be and I said a writer. They said, 
“Who’’s your favorite writer?” and I said 
James Baldwin, having not read one word 
the man had written. They said, “Well, you 
do look like James Baldwin,” and I smiled. 
Maybe I should have been offended. 
In college, if you asked me I would have 

said that I wanted to be a journalist, but I 
didn’t know what that entailed either. After 
college I wrote music reviews and things 
like that. Writing fiction came right outside 
of college. I knew I liked words and liked 
reading them in some form or another. My 
mother would point to an essay that I wrote 
about courage in sixth grade that won a 
prize and say that I was destined for it, but 
I find destiny to be a bit more fickle than 
your mother’s predictions.
How does it feel to speak as a different 

age, gender, or member of a different 
demographic group when writing? Had 
you set out to do that before picking up 
your pen?
It feels scary but exciting. It feels like I’m 

stretching the limit of my craft. When I 
first started writing these stories the voices 
I knew well were the voices of the young 
thug and the sassy urban black female, but 
as I thought more and more about residents 
in a given building, I realized people can fit 
all kinds of different definitions. In order 
to portray them accurately, I had no choice 
but to go across age and gender. I took it 
as a challenge. This day and age it’s tough 
because everybody has their own idea of 
identity politics, but I think the beauty 
of fiction is inhabiting other people and 
swimming around in their skin. A reward-
ing kind of literary ventriloquism, if you 
will. 
Have you interacted with all of the 

types of characters in your book?
Most definitely. Most of the characters are 

composites of people who I’ve lived near 
or worked with. Composites of certain 
family members. The only person who I’ve 
never met was a gymnast from the hood, 
but I have been in the proximity of many 
urban prodigies. You ask, “How is it possi-
ble?” It’s always possible. Almost none of 

the characters are autobiographical, but I 
had to think about their tribulations and in-
ject my own shot of humanity in them. So, 
yeah, I interacted with them in that way as 
well. Also, call me psycho, but every now 
and then I run into my characters on the 
street. 
What do you feel about gentrification? 

What was your inspiration for writing 
about it?
I have no political feelings about gentri-

fication whatsoever. I think our country 
likes to take a social topic and divide it 
until we pick sides. The liberals would  be 
like you’re displacing people and bump-
ing the rents up and long-term residents 
can’t afford to stay here and conservatives 
would say people have the right to move 
wherever-–it’s not gentrification, people 
are just finding a place to live and what 
about the landlords, they need to eat, too. I 
have no feelings either way. Some charac-
ters in the book actually take a stance that 
you wouldn’t think they would take. The 

old man who plays chess in the last story is 
literally moved across the street because of 
gentrification and he still loves it. He loves 
the fact that there’s a new restaurant there 
and that the parks have been done up.
I had a student whose parents bought 

their brownstone super cheap when no one 
wanted to live in that section of Brooklyn 
and now it’s valued at over a million dol-
lars. Her family is very happy about gentri-
fication, so much so that they plan to sell 
the house when she goes to college to pay 
for her tuition. It’s an ever-changing social 
issue. You don’t know if some cities are 
in the process of urban renewal or if it’s 
stalled. If you walk through the streets of 
Harlem, people seem to co-exist. Newcom-
ers and long-timers altogether. I don’t think 
I’ve ever seen someone call out a newcom-
er and say why can’t you find a different 
neighborhood. These might be the type of 
conversations happening in living rooms, 
but for the most part people are cordial. 

Author Sadik Fofana.   Image Courtesy: Lindsay Strachan

Book Cover of Stories From The
Tenants Downstairs available on Amazon

continued on page 30
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Theater Review: This Beautiful Future
By Eric Uhlfelder

War and Remembrance

Two teenage kids from opposite sides—a 
French girl, Elodie, and a German soldier, 
Otto—are thrown together by war. They 
meet in an abandoned home in the northern 
French town of Chartres in 1944. The allies 
had already landed across Normandy and 
are heading toward Paris. 

And from the east, Russians are racing 
toward Berlin. Germany has all but lost 
the war. But the senseless slaughter of ci-
vilians continues. Otto calmly tells Elodie 
he has shot 34 people, including the girl’s 
neighbor. Later, he explains the invincibil-
ity of his people and his hope for a new 
world order. Elodie doesn’t understand. 

One thing she knows for sure, the Jewish 
woman who owns the home they are in will 
return. Otto assures Elodie she will not. 

Despite the horror and deprivation she 
and her family have endured, Elodie re-
mains bubbly, playful, innocent. In his 
blasé manner, Otto, a Hitler Youth turned 

soldier, explains, “There’s nothing cruel 
about choosing who lives and who dies.” 
Such revelations don’t seem important to 
these kids falling for each other, as if their 
need for connection is far more important 
than reality.

This story has rich potential. The script 
touches upon many contemporaneous is-
sues that could drive a compelling tale 
if more deftly interwoven with teenage 
angst about loneliness, fear, and longing. 
But the dialogue is often prosaic and dis-
connected from the times, as if, instead, it 
was about two 21st century New York City 
kids. Maybe that’s for the audience’s sake. 
But it’s hard to know if it’s the acting, the 
script, or direction that make the play often 
difficult to watch.
That said, there must be something to this 

show. When it was performed last year in 
the Jermyn Street Theatre in London, the 
Guardian called it “a clever production.” 
Then it arrived early this year at Theater-
lab on West 36th Street. It garnered a NY 
Times Critic’s Pick, the reviewer exclaim-
ing the production “achieved a remarkable, 
aching alchemy.” Further, when the play at 
the Cherry Lane Theater ended, it did so to 

rapturous applause.

A problem when writing about one of the 
most dreadful and well-known periods in 
history is that a hip interpretation—even 
when addressing just a small slice of it—
risks colliding with an audience that actu-
ally knows what happened. By the time in 
which the play occurs, millions had already 
died, countless cities lay in ruin, morali-
ty and decency had been abandoned, and 
many across Europe and the US already 
knew about the Holocaust.

As a means of providing peculiar levi-
ty and depth, an elderly couple—perhaps 
much older versions of the kids—look on 
through a backstage window. Their pur-
pose: to periodically sing romantic tunes 
that may suggest what was to come, or to 
be apparitions wishing what could’ve been. 
A video monitor displays the lyrics, and in 
one instance invites the audience to join in.

Toward the end, after the allies had tak-
en control of the region, there’s sympa-
thetic reference to poor French girls who 
had their heads shaved, shamed for having 
slept with the enemy. In other countries 

they would’ve been tried for collaborating 
with the enemy or just shot.

My European friend who accompanied 
me to the Cherry Lane Theater in the West 
Village lived through World War II. She 
couldn’t understand what she had just sat 
through. A freelance stage manager, much 
younger than my friend, who attended the 
same performance, had a similar response: 
“This play definitely makes you think 
about and want to discuss it afterwards, 
which might be a point of the uncomfort-
able content, even though the play’s objec-
tive was unclear.” 

I agree. I’m not sure what the playwright, 
Rita Kalnejais, was striving for, save its 
denouement: in spite of the horror man 
perpetrates, life does go on. And maybe 
for some, that works. But not so much for 
those who can’t suspend reality.
       
This Beautiful Future runs through Octo-

ber at the Cherry Lane
Theater; 38 Commerce Street in the West 

Village. Website: http://thisbeautifulfuture.
com.

Uly Schledinger (Otto), Francesca Carpanini (Elodie), Austin Pendleton and Angelina Fiodellisi. Photo Credit: Emilio Madrid.
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Off Off Broadway ‘Coffee House’ Theatre Legends 
By Robert Heide and John Gilman

Martin Esslin in his book Theatre of the 
Absurd, published originally in 1961, ex-
plains the new movements in theater de-
veloping worldwide after World War II, 
and focuses his study on the playwrights 
Samuel Beckett (Waiting for Godot, Happy 
Days), Eugene Ionesco, Jean Genet, Harold 
Pinter, Jack Gelber (The Connection), Ar-
thur Kopit, Fernando Arrabal, and Vaclav 
Havel. In 1965 the Village Voice published 
a review by playwright Edward Albee (Zoo 
Story, Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf) of 
Icarus’s Mother by Sam Shepard, which 
premiered at the Caffe Cino, “the value of 
off off Broadway’s café theaters lies not 
only in its enthusiasm for sustaining plays 
without which the uptown theatre is unre-
al and preposterous—such as the works of 
Beckett, Genet, Pinter, de Ghelderode—
but as well in offering new experimental 
playwrights a proper ambiance in which to 
try things out, over-reach, fail and, if they 
have the stuff, finally succeed.”  

Caffe Cino, was a storefront space 
18’’x30’’, located in a four-story red brick 
walk-up built in 1877—proprietor Joe 
Cino got the lease from Josie, the landlady 
who lived upstairs, mainly because he was 

Sicilian. He set the place up with 20 tiny 
café tables; there was a supposed limit of 
90 people; shows were performed Tuesday 
through Sunday at 8 and 10 p.m. with mid-
night shows on weekends and there was 
no charge. Before Joe began showcasing 
original plays, he featured poetry read-
ings, musical revues and plays by estab-
lished playwrights including existentialist 
Jean Paul Sartre (No Exit), William Inge, 
Paddy Chayefsky, Andre Gide, Tennessee 
Williams, Chekhov, Wilde, Coward, Sar-
tre, Shakespeare, Shaw, and Strindberg. 
One day, an actual playwright—Doric 
Wilson—walked in and from then on Joe 
produced only new playwrights including 
Lanford Wilson, Sam Shepard - later both 
won Pulltizer Prizes -Talley’s Folly, Bur-
ied Child—John Guare, Michael Smith, 
Robert Patrick, William Hoffman, Harry 
Koutoukas, Robert Heide—The Bed and 
Moon - Diane Di Prima and many more. 
Spectators and performers were right on 
top of each other; patrons ordered cappuc-
cinos, canoles, fruit drinks and at the end 
of each performance a hat or basket was 
passed around for the actors. Of course 
there was an espresso machine, and sim-
ple but professional theatre lighting which 
was hooked up by Cino’s brilliant resident 
lighting designer Johnny Dodd, to the New 

York City grid—when the street lights 
went on so did the Caffes—and nary a Con 
Ed bill! 
The most recent of two plaques on the 

façade of the former Cino, now a restau-
rant called the Bombay Bistro at 31 Corne-
lia Street, was put up by the New York City 
LGBT Historic Sites Project and states 
“Caffe Cino, founded by Joe Cino operated 
here from 1958 to 1968. As the birthplace 
of off off theater and as a pioneer in devel-
oping gay theater at a time when depicting 
homosexuality on stage was illegal, this 
property was listed on the National Reg-
ister of Historic Places by the Department 
of the Interior in 2017.” The older plaque, 
commissioned by Robert Patrick and Lady 
Hope Stansbury, was placed on the build-
ing when it was the Po Restaurant and fea-
tures a picture of Cino and the words: “Joe 
Cino (1931-1967) At this site in the Caffe 
Cino (1958-1968) artists brought theatre 
into the modern era creating off off Broad-
way and forever altering the performing 
arts worldwide.”
La Mama ETC (Experimental Theatre 

Company) was established in 1961 by a 

Saks Fifth Avenue fashion designer named 
Ellen Stewart originally located in a dirt-
floored basement in the East Village. After 
several moves she settled into an empty 
building at 74 East 4th Street which she 
purchased from NYC, a ‘city in crisis’ at 
the time, for $1, calling the place a ‘club’ 
and charging ‘dues’ to avoid fines from City 
inspectors for not having cabaret or liquor 
licenses. By 1962 the enterprising black 
entrepreneur was applying for grants—she 
acquired more buildings and is now an 
international theatrical entity with La Ma-
ma’s all over the world. Ellen, the ‘mama’ 
to Joe’s ‘papa’, would often produce plays 
that had been originally done at the Cino, 
often with the same actors, gradually de-
veloping her own play writing talent pool 
which included Rochelle Owens (Futz), 
Jeff Weiss (That’s How the Rent Gets Paid, 
and Tom Eyen (The White Whore and the 
Bit Player and Why Hannah’s Skirt Won’t 
Stay Down). Among the many other writ-
ers who worked at La Mama were Leonard 
Melfi, Julie Bovasso, Maria Irene Fornes, 
Paul Foster, and Jean Claude van Italie.  

Robert Heide (left) and John Gilman across from the Cherry Lane Theatre on Commerce St in 
1970 after a performance of Heide’s two one-act plays Moon Capitol and At War With 
The Mongols.      Photo by Timothy Bissell

continued on page 30
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Style on the Street: The Feeling is Neutral
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Follow us on Instagram @styleonthestreet_WestViewNews  Submit your favorite neighborhood fashion looks for a chance to be featured
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Dark Money Wins Our Congressional Primary

Off Off Broadway ‘Coffee House’ Theatre Legends

Currently involved in multi-million dol-
lar upgrades for her various theaters, one 
of the most successful and longest-run-
ning shows in the history of Ellen Stew-
art’s La Mama Experimental Theatre Club 
is the ongoing Coffee House Chronicles 
an educational series exploring the devel-
opment of off off, part artist portrait, cre-
ative event, history lesson and community 
forum. So far there have been almost 200 
including ones for Penny Arcade, Jackie 

Curtis, Ekathrina Sobechanskaya and the 
original Trockadero Gloxinia Ballet Com-
pany, Peter Hujar (#163), Tom O’Horgan 
(#148), Sam Shepard (#143), and all the 
other glittering lights off off Broadway in-
cluding Mario Montez which featured per-
formers from Charles Ludlam’s Theatre of 
the Ridiculous - Agosto Machado and Lola 
Pashalinski.
Celebrating the Cino in 1985 Lincoln 

Center Library for the Performing Arts: 
Billy Rose Theatre Division hosted an 
exhibition entitled ‘Magic Time’ curated 

by a Cino regular Magie Dominic who 
has since established two permanent Cino 
collections: Magie Dominic Collection of 
Caffe Cino at Lincoln Center: 
www.nypl.org/research/research-catalog/

bib/b19431623  
and another at: 
NY University Fales Library and Special 

Collections, Bobst Library:
hhp://dlib.nyu.edu/findingaids/html/fales/

dominic. A further link is Robert Patrick’s 
Caffe Cino ‘Pages’:

http://caffecino.wordpress.com. A link for 
La Mama is:
 http://pushcartcatalog.wordpress.com/.   

For a colorful look at the writing ca-
reers of Robert Heide and John Gil-
man go to: robertheideandjohngil-
man.blogspot.com. Heide’s latest 
publication is Robert Heide 25 Plays, avail-
able at fastbookspress.com and at Amazon.  

in districts where Republicans are largely 
irrelevant (like in our Congressional Dis-
trict), is a challenge to democracy. These 
folks come in late, distort candidates’ re-
cords, and way outspend what most candi-
dates can raise. There are others besides the 

two PACS I have discussed. One is called 
the New York Solidarity Network (chaired 
by West Village resident Gary Ginsberg, 
and which has hired our former City Coun-
cil Member Corey Johnson as a consul-
tant) and another is the United Democ-
racy Project, a Republican-funded PAC 
which intervened in six major Democratic 
Congressional primaries this year. PACs 

are not about democracy; they are about 
wealthy people shaping public opinion in a 
way that folks who donate $25 can’t do. In 
the 10th Congressional District, these folks 
combined their money, with $4-5 million 
from candidate Goldman, and hijacked our 
local election.
That pisses me off. I am waiting for some-

one else to join me. I am holding my breath 

waiting for the Village Independent Dem-
ocrats and Brad Hoylman to call on candi-
dates to reject Super PAC support. I may 
asphyxiate.
* Arthur Schwartz is the Male Democrat-

ic District Leader for Greenwich Village 
and the Political Director of the NY Pro-
gressive Action Network.

A Beautiful Day In The Neighborhood…Or Is It?

Who are your favorite writers who 
have influenced your work?
I have many favorite writers whose 

styles have influenced me, but in terms 
of  very direct literary DNA—like if you 
read my stories you’d automatically know 
who I had read—it would be Sapphire, 
Junot Diaz, Ring Lardner, Alice Walker, 
Toni Cade Bambara, and Sherman Alex-

ie. These are people who really deal with 
voice and have a really deep sense of first 
person narration. In terms of people who I 
just think are dope writers: Kiese Laymon, 
Hanif Abduraqqib, Elizabeth Acevedo, 
Jesmyn Ward, Jhumpa Lahiri, Mira Jacob, 
Jose Saramago, Frank McCourt, Jeffrey 
Eugenides, Ben Fountain, Adam Ross, 
Lorrie Moore, danez smith–I could go on–
Michelle Obama, Barack…

What does your perfect NYC day look 
like?
It would be chilling in Union Square Park 

and then browsing the Strand or taking a 
walk with my wife and our son down Gun 
Hill Road in the Bronx where we live. Or a 
journey up the Highline, or through 125th 
Street in Harlem or picking up Ethiopian 
food in Fort Greene by the Barclay’s Cen-
ter. Or hanging out in Bed Stuy with my 
boy Noah and his daughter. You know, like 

one of those days where you got a lot of 
time in the afternoon to kill and you find 
yourself roaming.

www.sidikfofana.com
Kindle, Audible, Hardcover & Paperback 

available on Amazon.com
Upcoming Event: October 6 Rally Read-

ing Series // Brooklyn, NY

continued from page 26
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Body&Soul A Journal Entry a Day Keeps the Doctor Away…
By Dana Jean Costantino
 
It is an oft-said expression “An apple a 

day keeps the doctor away” and whether 
there is or is not truth to that may never be 
fully known, but I do have a theory of my 
own and it involves journaling. Gratitude 
journals, diaries, daily logs, doodles in 
notebooks, whatever form it takes, placing 
a pen or pencil in hand and putting it to pa-
per to set down some thoughts, intentions 
or feelings has been showing great help in 
mental clarity, focus and creating calm. It 
is also a positive way to set goals and get 
emotions and ideas out and work through 
them.  
We live in an ever increasingly electronic 

age. Between computers and cell phones 
and iPads and Smart TVs and Smart 
Homes, many days, many people never 

even read an actual book or magazine or 
write a thought down with a pen or pen-
cil. The idea of taking time away from 
screens even elicits anxiety in many peo-
ple. Though the truth in many cases is that 
more anxiety is produced by the constant 
attachment to texting and emailing and 
checking social media and feeling like you 
are missing out on something if you are not 
doing so.
By taking even just five minutes a day to 

step away from all electronics to sit with 
our thoughts and write them down, we re-
set. And we need to reset. If we think of 
it in electronic terms, it is in fact like “re-
booting a computer”—we need to take a 
moment to remember we are human. We 
are not machines, and we need to connect, 
not only with ourselves, but with the tangi-
bility of the world around us.

I recently discovered the Lee Hope Grat-
itude Journal on Amazon and began keep-
ing a log of the Yoga classes that I take as 
well as writing down daily positive affir-
mations and ideas for self-improvement. 
Somehow taking those few minutes each 
day to do that has created an addition-
al calm for me. I recommend giving it a 
try. Begin a thirty-day journaling practice 
of some kind and see how you feel. What 
have you learned? What have you changed 
in your life? Do you feel better when you 
step away from electronics for even a few 
minutes a day? I bet that if you do this, you 
will discover something new about your-
self and isn’t that a blessing, no matter 
what age or stage of life we are in, we can 
always “reboot” and clear the cobwebs. I 
hope that journaling helps you! 

Credit: Dana Jean Costantino
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Saint John’s In the Village 
11am Sunday 9 October

St Francis of Assisi: The Preaching to the Birds, 
Drinks, Lunch, and Pet Blessing
218 West 11th Street
francis2022.eventbrite.com

Saint John’s In the Village 
7pm Tuesday 11 October

Open Play Live
Open mic event in the theater (224 Waverly Place)
218 West 11th Street

Saint John’s In the Village 
5pm Saturday 15 October

Nora Spielman in Concert
Music for classical guitar
218 West 11th Street

Saint John’s In the Village 
7pm Friday 21 October

Josue Nunez in concert
218 West 11th Street

Saint John’s In the Village 
7.30pm Saturday 22 October

Family Threads: Music and Dance
Music, projection, and dance multi-media perfor-
mance
218 West 11th Street

Saint John’s In the Village 
7pm Friday 28 October

A Night at the Opera
Arias, duets, and ensemble pieces from Romantic 
opera
218 West 11th Street 

Saint John’s In the Village 
2pm Saturday 29 October

Masters of the Baroque and Classical
Recital of music by Scarlatti, Handel, and Mozart 
218 West 11th Street

Saint John’s In the Village 
3pm Sunday 30 October

Ancient Strains, Songs Foretold
Persian music for voices and instruments
218 West 11th Street

Saint John’s In the Village 
6.30pm Wednesday 2 November

Requiem of All Souls
Requiem Eucharist sung by Transcend, NYC’s premier 
trans choir
218 West 11th Street

Saint John’s In the Village 
6pm Saturday 5 November

Guy Fawkes Night: Candlelit Evensong, Burning of 
the Guy, Sausage Sizzle
218 West 11th Street
guy2022.eventbrite.com/
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