
Open Restaurants or Open Sidewalks, the Follow-up: What’s for Dessert?
By Sid E. Walker

This article is a follow-up to last month’s 
above-the-fold feature, “Open Restau-
rants or Open Sidewalks—What’s on The 
Menu?” If you missed it, the WestView 
News website has it.  (westviewnews.org). 
In summary, the article described the com-
petition for sidewalk space in the West 
Village thanks to the city’s “Open Restau-
rants” program in response to COVID-19 
and a good number of issues that have aris-
en from it. This article is primarily about 
the reaction to the first one, with a few 
new angles, dare I say peppered in. Per-
haps there will be a third article about the 
broader topic of how our streets are used, 
of which the roadway seating is but a part.

PUBLIC RESPONSE

WestView News received Letters to the 
Editor (in response to the article and our 

request for feedback, or simply as a natu-
ral matter of course), some of which were 
forwarded to yours truly if the authors gave 
permission. (Please see the Letters section 
on page 2).

Rather than print them twice, in sum-
mary, all were supportive of the original 
article. That said, support or opposition to 
the Open Restaurants program itself varied 
widely, from love to hate, with some Depp-
Heardian love-hate and off-the-menu, 
anti-car and pro-Europhile sentiment 
thrown in.

Here are the ideas suggested by others 
presented a la carte and BYOB style: 
•  Detailed analysis of the impact of the 

Open Restaurants program from a real 
estate perspective, given bars and restau-
rants are being allowed to use the pub-
lic-owned streets and sidewalks free of 
charge, in some cases “doubling (or more) 

their footprint.” 
•  Reference to “NYC 25x25,” a Transpor-

tation Alternatives proposal backed by 
Mayor Adams to “repurpose 25% of its 
street space by 2025” into many forms of 
non-automobile use. 2035 would be op-
timistic for such an undertaking simply 
from a construction point-of-view.

•  Suggestion to participate in the NYPD 
6th Precinct’s monthly Community 
Council Zoom meetings. (The last one 
was on Wednesday, May 25, with regis-
tration required a few days in advance.)

•  As COVID-19 restrictions are no longer 
in effect, the need for the program is no 
longer present. Further, a few enclosures 
have AC and heating, so what’s the diff? 
And pointedly, “…Mayor Adams is re-
moving homeless people off of the streets 
and removing their sleeping bags and 
other items and yet he allows these din-

ing shacks to exist.”
•  New York City “generously” offered pub-

lic space to restaurants to assist during the 
pandemic to this “happy” (at the time) 
resident, but now? The program should 
“not be made permanent,” and “how can 
open restaurants be stopped?”

•  Lingering. Customers. Waiters. Custom-
ers waiting for tables. Making the pe-
destrian feel like the problem. (The two 
worst offenders were cited by name, yours 
truly totally in concurrence. But we’re 
trying to keep this about the issue as an 
example that many are guilty of, or else 
my list would be in the double-digits. 
More on that below.) Kicker: “I see dead 
rats in the daytime in those sheds because 
no one cleans them. It’s disgusting!”

•  One contributor who detailed numerous 
problems (e.g., “rotting garbage” and “dog 
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$64 Million Garage Sale Completed
by Brian J. Pape, AIA

Previous WestView News issues detailed the 
history of West Village Houses (WVH) from 
its 1960’s inception as affordable residences in a 
rough area, to a highly improved and desirable 
residential neighborhood today. To replace di-
lapidated industrial and commercial buildings 
along the Washington Street elevated railroad, 
new housing, including West Village Houses, 
would occupy many of the former railroad lots. 
That history is summarized below, for reference.

West Village Houses announced the May 
2022 closing of the sale of the WVH-
owned parking garage at 738-742 Green-
wich Street, for a market-rate sum of 
$64Million. Initially, zoning laws required 
the housing units to provide their own 
off-street parking, but when that law was 
voided, WVH no longer was required to 
keep this 4-story brick and concrete struc-

ture. Nevertheless, some shareholders did 
not want to sell the garage.

To accomplish this sale, a group of long-
time WVH residents formed a group called 
Shareholders for the Preservation of West 
Village Houses (SPWVH) several years 
ago, when factions supported selling the 
co-op to a developer, displacing residents. 
Their goal was to continue affordability, 
including renters, by preserving WVH in 
much the same configuration as now exists. 
The co-op has already completed many 
energy, maintenance, and resiliency (flood-
ing) upgrades and protections. Attorney 
Jack Lester was retained by SPWVH.

With the sale of the garage, stability and 
affordable maintenance charges can be 
maintained. 78.2% of shareholders and 6 of 
the 7 board members voted to approve the 
sale, which will benefit the shareholders di-
rectly. According to SPWVH, the sale will THE FORMER WVH PARKING GARAGE at 738-742 Greenwich Street, viewed toward the 

northwest at Perry Street. Credit: Brian J Pape, AIA continued on page 3
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MIA SAYS: The more we believe in a lie the 
harder to hear the truth. Photo by Friends  
of Mia.

Open Restaurants or  
Open Sidewalks?

We asked—and you answered! Read on...

Brian,
 I saw the Open Restaurants or Open Side-
walks article in WestView and figured I’d 
shared some thoughts given the stated re-
quest for reader input.

 From a real estate perspective, what 
needs to be made clear is whether landlords 
can charge tenants for the space they are us-
ing on the sidewalk. Landlords do not own 
the space on the sidewalk, yet businesses are 
using that space to generate revenue. Should 
those businesses be paying rent to the city? 
Or should there be an additional tax on rev-
enue generated from use of the sidewalk? If 
landlords can’t charge directly for it, in the 
long run (if the program is extended) retail 
spaces with material sidewalk usability will 
command a premium over those that don’t, 
which will directly affect property values. 
In a way, many restaurants have benefitted 
from their own form of a “COVID deal” by 
doubling (or more) their footprint via the 
use of sidewalk space, while they are not 
charged any more in rent. This will be inter-
esting to see develop over time.

From a civilian perspective, I quite enjoy 
dining outdoors and have limited issues with 
it. What I think the Department of Trans-
portation should be more concerned with is 
(i) continuing to make the city more cycling 
friendly and less populated by passenger ve-
hicles, (ii) shutting down more streets to cre-
ate walking/green districts and (iii) improv-
ing and cleaning up subway stations.

 Thank you, PJ  Finley
Following up on my note above, I recently 
learned of NYC 25x25, a proposal for the city 
to repurpose 25% of its streetspace by 2025 into 
green space, bike lanes, Citi Bike docking sta-
tions, pedestrian areas, benches and public spac-
es. The proposal has backing from Mayor Ad-
ams. https://nyc25x25.org/ Hope this is helpful 
to your piece. While it will be logistically chal-
lenging, it is critical we mitigate the number of 
passenger vehicles to reduce pollution in the city 
and disincentivize greenhouse gas emissions re-
lated to transportation here in the city.
__________________________________

There are many, many changes to the exist-
ing Open Restaurants operation that could 
be enumerated here, but I am confining 
myself to the three major ones:
1.  All restaurants taking public space for 
their private profit must give back a public 
benefit: let the public use their restrooms.
2.  Location, Location, Location:  Some-
thing has to replace the zoning law that has 
been lifted, so that residential neighbor-
hoods are protected against incursion of 
outdoor eating establishments.
3.  Eat-In-The-Street operations should be 
outlawed.

I urge you to press these points upon the 

City decision maker.
        —Norma Cote

Not only do the sheds block sidewalks, but 
people linger around the sidewalks waiting 
for a table. Restaurants do nothing to ask 
them to wait on the side so as to let pedestri-
ans pass. Also, if you’re walking, and a waiter 
is there, they’re standing back and blocking 
the sidewalk. Another issue is, waiters dart 
in front of you, cutting the pedestrians off. 
When a waiter sees a pedestrian, we ought 
to have the right of way! Smile at us, let us 
keep walking, and then attend to your table! 
If there are eight people waiting for a table, 
I need to say “excuse me” eight times? God 
forbid they should respect the neighbors 
and just move. I’m a senior, always lugging 
packages, and I’m sick of the rudeness of the 
customers, as well as the staff.  Worst of-
fenders: Rosemary’s and Olio e Piu.

I’m hoping they close these ugly struc-
tures down as soon as possible. I see dead 
rats in the daytime in those sheds because 
no one cleans them. It’s disgusting!

Barbara Bergrath
__________________________________

I'd like to anonymously complain about the 
useless benches/barriers/planters. I am sick 
of hunting forever for a parking spot for my 
coupe. Unless the city wants to give me a free 
parking voucher or $600 for a spot in our 
many garages in 10014. I'd rather they put 
a small dumpster on every street so I don't 
have to smell rotting garbage in the sum-
mer in addition to the dog urine that nobody 
sprays down with sports water bottles. Half 
these outdoor dining sheds reek of formal-
dehyde/rotting formerly wet wood and the 
space heaters don't help. Tired of all the 
sticks that are painted white from the win-
ter outside certain establishments too, cough 
cough, White Horse Tavern of Hudson. The 
egregious robbing of parking spots for those 
who work in non-publicly accessible areas 
i.e. Mount Vernon, Yonkers, etc. is just too 
much, cough cough Pierre Lapin and its in-
sane expansion a while back. I got ticketed 
for being within 6 inches of a hydrant for the 
first time in two years. It's got to stop.

Thanks, Anonymous
__________________________________

Dear Mr. Pape,
I just read Open Restaurants or Open Side-
walks. I say OPEN SIDEWALKS. (Forgive 
me for yelling.)

I was so happy when the City generously 
offered the restaurants use of public space 
to assist them during the pandemic, but it 
should not be made permanent,

No one thought about the wisdom of 
trying it for some time and then reassess-
ing.  With the same breath Speaker John-
son announced the opportunity for the res-
taurants to move out to the street, and then 
said it would be permanent. Without any 
thought of the consequences to the City 

and the residents.  
I am glad Sid E Walker agrees with me.  

I ask you how can Open Restaurants be 
stopped?

Regards, Mary Taylor
__________________________________

Thank you for allowing someone who was 
born and has lived in the Village most of 
his life have a say.

The Open Restaurants program should 
not continue. It served a purpose when the 
Covid-19 shut everything down.

Now that people can do just about ev-
erything without wearing a mask and the 
virus is no longer a threat, why is the city 
giving free space to restaurant owners? The 
shelters that have been built are no differ-
ent than dining indoors. Some have air 
conditioning and heating.

The streets look awful, there are rats all 
over the place, people have a hard enough 
time parking, now they can't even drive 
down the street because these awful third 
world shacks are in the way.

It is unfair to the rest of the people who 
don't love this liberal concept. Someone 
must have been paid off to approve this idea.

Please explain to me why the mayor is re-
moving homeless people off of the streets and 
removing their sleeping bags and other items 
and yet he allows these dining shacks to exist. 

We both know why.
—James Prizzi

Hospital Needed!! 
I am a loyal reader of WestView News and 
find the articles very interesting and timely. 

I’m writing regarding your request for 
those who have had experiences with St. 
Vincent’s Hospital and mine are as follows:

I have had a very soft spot in my heart 
for St. Vincent’s Hospital for a long, long 
time and was heartbroken when it closed. 

 I had my two daughters there, my son-
in-law who is an artist and lived in Brook-
lyn had been stabbed and rushed there be-
cause the hospital was a trauma center, and 
my husband had bypass surgery and was ill 
for many years. He was taking Coumadin 
and had an internal bleed, and the ambu-
lance went up Seventh Avenue (the wrong 
way) to get there quickly.  The emergency 
room doctor pumped blood into him so 
quickly it ensured him life for many years.  

When he eventually passed it was in the 
hospital he loved so much.  

The loving care they brought to all kinds 
of people, rich and poor, young and old, 
was a true example for all hospitals.  

Now we have no trauma hospital in this 
area and there is no way any person with a 
critical heart problem will make it alive to 
any hospital on the eastside.  

We are truly in need of a first-rate hos-
pital and enough already with these multi-
million-dollar condos.  

—Anne Vourtsis, Charles Street
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enable funding the $17.5Million 10-year 
capital repairs program that Cowley Engi-
neering prepared. Preservewvh.org also not-
ed that WVH has paid off the HDC loan 
and most of the first mortgage, and the 25% 
fliptax was also reduced to a 5% sales fee, 
consistent with other Manhattan co-ops. 

The co-op’s 7 member governing board  
has annual elections in June. A super-
majority (75%) of shareholders would be 
needed to change any by-laws.

The WVH co-op has many challenges, 
as all older properties do, and the share-
holders are working to meet those chal-
lenges. Among them, if only  “natural per-
sons” can buy into the co-op, then how to 
deal with “Anonymous Buyers” LLC?

A BRIEF HISTORY OF WVH:

The construction of the Hudson River Rail-
road (incorporated 1846) along West Street 
completed the forty miles to Peekskill on 
September 29, 1849, which helped to spur 
commercial activity in this Village vicin-
ity. In 1929 the West Side Improvement 
Project was enacted to prevent more deaths 
from moving rail traffic. In 1934 the first 
section of a viaduct opened on the west side 
of Washington Street, built in the ‘middle’ 
of the block or through industrial buildings, 
which benefited from the freight deliveries. 
A mere 30 years later the ‘High Line’ was 
deemed obsolete, due to trucking’s domina-
tion over rail freight and the relocation of 
the ‘Port of New York’ to New Jersey; in the 
1960’s the south section was pulled down, 
and the mid-section in the 1980’s.

The Mitchell–Lama Housing Program 
is a 1955 New York State non-subsidy gov-
ernmental housing guarantee, sponsored by 
New York State Senator MacNeil Mitchell 
and Assemblyman Alfred Lama. A total 
of 269 Mitchell-Lama developments with 
over 105,000 apartments were built under 
the program. 

WVH was conceptualized with Jane Ja-
cobs’ and other community activists’ help 
in the 1960s, and designed by Perkins + 
Will Architects in the 1970’s. 

Bounded by Bank, Morton, Washington 
and West streets, the development consists 

of 42 five-story walkup buildings connect-
ed by gardens and other common areas.

The first residences were completed in 
1974.

The city-sponsored residences got off to 
a rough start, both financially and aestheti-
cally, when heavy-handed simplification of 
construction was forced on it to save costs.

Nevertheless,  “All accounts of West Vil-
lage Houses end up with Jane Jacobs be-
ing victorious,” said Mr. Alexander Garvin, 
a city planning official in the early 1970s 
who helped put together the development’s 
financing, citing a 1999 Ken Burns docu-
mentary, “New York.”

When in 2002 the landlord, the Island 
Capital Group, signaled that it might choose 
to opt out of the Mitchell-Lama Housing 
Program (per the state statute, owners may 
buy out of Mitchell-Lama after 20 years by 
paying off any government mortgages), a 
delegation of tenants contacted the City’s 
Housing Preservation & Development De-
partment (HPD).

They negotiated an agreement where the 
landlord sells the 420-unit complex to the 
Housing Development Fund Corporation 
(HDFC) cooperative at a discount from 
market value and makes other concessions. 
An internal subsidy plan was funded in 
part by a 25% “flip tax” fee (a percentage of 
profit at a sale) paid to the co-op.

By 2006,  380 of 420 tenants were able buy 
their apartments for about $150,000 (a one-
bedroom apartment on West Street, for ex-
ample, yielded an initial sales price of $152, 
810; a three-bedroom on a higher floor was 
priced at $267,614), while the other 40 kept 
low rents as long as their apartment is their 
primary residence. The co-op hired a prop-
erty management firm, Douglas Elliman.

During this period, according to Real 
Estate Weekly, a WVH group filed a com-
plaint accusing Governor Andrew Cuomo 
of misleading them about the affordability 
of their homes while he allegedly engaged 
in “pay-to-play” politics in 2006, when 
after leaving HUD in 2001, Cuomo was 
hired as a vice president of Andrew Farkas’ 
Island Capital firm, their landlord. 

With the expiration of a community-
wide tax abatement, WVH began transi-

tioning from an affordable housing co-op to 
a market-rate one on March 9, 2018 when 
it officially lost its tax-exempt status, rais-
ing the coop’s tax bill to $3 million annually 
from $500,000. An indication of the apart-
ment’s true market value can be found in the 
units retained by the original investors, who 
have listed a one-bedroom for $695,000 and 
a three-bedroom duplex for $1.75 million. 

Then, also during that transition period, 
Madison Equities reportedly made an un-
solicited proposal to redevelop the coop, and 
residents had to work to decide how to re-
spond to it. Since by-laws only allow “natu-
ral persons” to buy into the coop, corpora-

tions like  Madison  would  be prohibited 
from  buying, unless the by-laws changed. 

It’s a new day for WVH.

Brian J. Pape is a citizen architect in pri-
vate practice, serving on the Manhattan 
District 2 Community Board Landmarks 
Committee and Quality of Life Committee 
(speaking solely in a personal, and not an 
official capacity), Co-chair of the American 
Institute of Architects NY Design for Ag-
ing Committee, is a member of AIANY His-
toric Buildings and Housing Committees, is 
LEED-AP “Green” certified, and is a jour-
nalist specializing in architecture subjects.   

Help Restore Jane Laundromat
JANE LAUNDROMAT (50 8TH AVENUE BETWEEN JANE & HORATIO), with its Happy Bud-
dha logo familiar to neighbors, is closed temporarily due to a fire that started in a duct 
behind a dryer in the rear of the shop on Wednesday, May 4. FDNY quickly put the fire out 
but caused flooding damage, leaving the laundry without power. The business is owned 
by Justin Cheng and his father. Justin’s Mom began working in the laundromat in 1990. 
Justin, who was 12 when he arrived from Malaysia in 1989, remembers hanging out at 
the laundry and feels he almost grew up here. Justin and his father bought the business 
in 2008. Through Superstorm Sandy and COVID, they never closed. “COVID hit us!” and 
they were just starting to come back when this happened. Currently they’re waiting for the 
green light from the landlord to begin repairs. Justin looks forward to continuing to serve 
our community as soon as he can safely reopen. “I love the West Village!” Meantime, this 
dedicated, hardworking family-owned business, top-rated on YELP, asks us to donate to a 
gofundme page, where you can read their full story.   

- By Kathryn Adisman
Photo credit: Augie Arocena.

https://www.gofundme.com/f/help-restore-jane-laundromat 
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urine”) with the “benches/barriers/plant-
ers,” and the “egregious robbing of park-
ing spots” that is unfair to those local resi-
dents now forced to pay $600-per-month 
(after-tax I might add) for a garage spot, 
and who need their cars to work in areas 
not easily accessible by public transit.

•  Best for last, an assortment of just desserts 
from the ‘just one idea chef ’ to choose from:
o  In exchange for public space for private 

profit, “Let the public use their rest-
rooms;” 

o  Replace the Zoning Law [i.e., sidewalk 
café regulation] that has been lifted;

o  “Eat-in-the-street operations should 
be outlawed.”

DOT RESPONSE 

Yours truly had an enlightening off-the-
record conversation with a DOT inspec-
tor last week. Yes, I approached someone 
other than myself armed with a tape mea-
sure. (Think floppy lightsaber with built-in 
sound effects.)

For easy intuition, eight feet—the mini-
mum pedestrian clear path per the Open 
Restaurant Guidelines—is longer than a 
king-size mattress measured the long way (96 
inches vs. 80 inches). Check my math. Two 
inches per foot, so to speak. OK, don’t check 
my math. A king-size mattress with 16” spare 
at one end. Very roughly, about two sidewalk 
panels, which are four to five feet each. 

As a further aside, “one size fits all” 
doesn’t work. Sidewalk seating on a narrow 
Village cross street deserves to be treated 
differently than on an avenue. If the avenue 
sidewalk is 20 to 30 feet wide, it was laid 
out that wide for a reason back when build-
ings were shorter—and not to then leave 
eight feet (if you’re lucky) for a heavy pe-
destrian load. 

I asked if the DOT inspector had seen 
the WestView article and he said his boss 
made it mandatory office reading. Huzzah!

I then pointed out to my DOT inspec-
tor friend a large, shoddy, nearly window-
less, plywood shack covering most of the 
sidewalk—and leaving well less than eight 
feet—diagonally across from where we 
were chatting and did I mention it was 
blocking the fire escape drop ladder? Let 
me do so now. Done.

I asked, “Why are you measuring over 
here while that POS* outhouse has been 
over there for well over a year?” He said, 
“We got a 311 complaint about this place. 
We have no 311-complaint record on the 
place with the shack.” Wow, not even a 
pretense of fairness. I suggested a letter on 
Monday, followed by a chainsaw on Friday 
if necessary. I asked him if that’s how DOT 
enforcement of parking regulations works 
(snark). My DOT friend was sympathetic, 
but said their hands are tied. Good to know 
that’s how DOT… rolls. DOT is not pro-
active; they are reactive and inadequately 
staffed for dealing with this program. Fair 
has nothing to do with it. File your com-
plaints with 311.

DOT knows how to paint lane lines, and 
bike-lane lines but how about PEDES-

TRIAN lane lines on the sidewalks? Not 
the aerosol canola spray make-your-eggs-
yellow kind. I’m talking the thick, goopy, 
heat-melted-in kind, like a nice hot fudge 
sundae kind.
*POS=point-of-service. Please. Family paper. 
Note: WestView News DID reach out in writ-
ing to the DOT for comment, to the individual 
the inspector referred me to. Crickets, as they 
say. Rats, if you will.

BARS’ AND RESTAURANTS’ RESPONSE

Immediately after last month’s article 
broke, several of the offenders did improve, 
albeit by inches where feet were needed. 
Every little bit helps, especially if you have 
a toddler on a scooter trying to squeeze 
past a pit bull. 

At first, I wasn’t sure if the fact that pe-
destrians have been able to walk the streets 
more easily was due to stepped up enforce-
ment, or some establishments’ reaction to 
the article. Sorry to report, but after talking 
to the DOT inspector, it’s clear that pub-
lic humiliation of the deserving does work, 
but only on those who feel it is in their own 
interest, as opposed to the public’s interest, 
or the interest of their own integrity—re-
call that this is a self-certifying program.

A few bar and restaurant managers were 
willing to speak with me, some on and some 
off-the-record. I can’t do them justice. Suf-
fice it to say there too was a huge range. 
However, first and foremost, all cited the 
Open Restaurants program as a lifesaver for 
their businesses and their employees, some 
of whom organized GoFundMe accounts 
for their staffs. After that, quite a range:
•  One noted the “Wild West” nature of the 

utter lack of enforcement.
•  One noted that if their competitors took 

over the sidewalk, they felt pressure to do 
so as well.

•  One told me, tearfully, that every table 
mattered in keeping their business open, 
and they’d already lost another location. (I 
returned later with a box of cookies from 
Patisserie Claude.)

•  One supported open dining if subject to 
“site analysis”, i.e., only if the sidewalks 
installs don’t interfere with foot traffic, 
and only if roadway seating does not take 
away parking spots. Otherwise, “…the 
time for the gutter shed is over.”

•  A few seemed to know (and yet ignore) 
the “8-foot rule,” while seemingly being 
unaware of the parallel guideline stipu-
lation to keep their tables close to the 
building frontage, leave space to adjacent 
businesses, avoid occupying the “neutral 
zone” next to bike lanes, etc. Fluke is a 
fish, but flouting is on many a menu.

•  A few told me to MYOB New York 
style (family paper), or “leave it the city” 
(knowing full well the city does zero en-
forcement).

•  One said they would welcome a more 
structured program, and understood that 
currently, it was raising the blood pressure 
of many locals. (See below re CB2.)

•  My favorite measured less than eight 
feet to their tables for me, ignoring the 
chairs… and the other tables and chairs 

curbside – which is always a no-no. (In-
sert eyeroll emoji here.)

•  Tied for favorite, again with the mea-
suring skills: less than eight feet to their 
tables, ignoring the multi-year sidewalk 
shed / construction scaffolding! (Multiple 
emoji’s work here.)

•  And one noted the intrinsic unfairness of 
struggling to survive COVID-19 only to 
now see the same Open Restaurants pro-
gram that saved them being extended to 
post-COVID newcomers. And with some 
of the federal programs expiring, they con-
tinue to face imminent economic extinction.

•  Last, one local owner (truly local mom-and-
pop, kids-in-GV-public-school local) sold 
their home to keep their staff employed. 

Note: WestView News is recruiting one par-
ticularly eloquent establishment manager to 
write a full-length article. Sadly, too late for 
this edition. Stay tuned.

GOVERNMENT RESPONSE

Community Board 2 held a good number 
of public hearings on this topic via Zoom. 
Yours truly attended a few and begged for 
enforcement of the Guidelines. At one 
meeting under the previous mayor, a senior 
administration rep said he was the leader 
of a “task force” set up to address com-
plaints, given how many city agencies are 
involved to different degrees: DOT (streets 
and sidewalks), DOB (permanent, but not 
temporary, structures), DOH (kitchen in-
spections, etc.), and even FDNY (roadway 
widths and heating units). Never heard 
from him again. Quelle surprise, Chef ’s 
surprise in more ways than one; the city 
created a program it had—and still has—
no idea how to cook properly. 

Officially, CB2 opposes making the 
Open Restaurants program permanent. 
Resolutions with great supporting detail 
are available on their website. (cbmanhat-
tan.cityofnewyork.us/cb2. See “RESOLU-
TION: Manhattan CB2 Permanent Open 
Restaurants Zoning Text Amendment–
September 2021.”)

Per a legal beagle friend in city govern-
ment speaking only “on background,” the 
basic issue is this: the Open Restaurants 
program also suspended the Sidewalk 
Café licensing process. But the Open Res-
taurants program itself only got as far as 
the voluntary compliance self-certifying 
Guidelines. As a nominally short-term 
temporary program, it was never codified 
into law or regulation. So…. the notion that 
a meter officer or DOT inspector could is-
sue a ticket doesn’t come into play legally. 
In short, those ignoring the Guidelines 
aren’t breaking the law. Even the establish-
ment at West 4th and West 10th Streets 
with a roadway shack in a No Standing 
zone. Seems you can’t park a moped there, 
but a full-on dining shed? Go for it.
Note: WestView News did approach Commu-
nity Board 2 in writing. We were referred to 
their Resolutions.

CASE STUDIES, A SPRINKLING

A notorious avenue bar/restaurant. Perma-
nent sidewalk shack, already a no-no. This 

author has video of scurrying rodents in-
side their sidewalk seating area, both before 
and after the always a no-no platform was 
removed. Hostess’s reaction when asked to 
call an exterminator? “Hey, it’s New York.”

Again, West 4th and West 10th. No 
standing zone. Too close to a tight corner, 
unless they have roadway seating. Neigh-
bors at their wits’ end. 

Many abandoned planters of since-shut-
tered establishments, still on sidewalk and/
or roadway.

Best for last, but this list could go on: the 
featured cover photo last month? I could 
have taken the same shot at deadline one 
month later.

WHAT’S NEXT?

The court system: Back in October 2021, 
a group of New Yorkers, several of whom 
live in the West Village, filed a lawsuit to 
block the Open Restaurants program from 
becoming permanent. In March 2022, a 
Supreme Court judge agreed, nullifying 
the Zoning Text Amendment passed by 
the City Council, and ordering a SEQRA 
(State Environmental Quality Review Act) 
environmental review. As I understand but 
could not confirm, the City is considering 
an appeal, rather than performing the envi-
ronmental review they should have before 
going permanent.

The political system: Call and/or write 
to your elected representatives at all levels. 
The Open Restaurant program is a differ-
entiating issue in the upcoming local State 
Assembly race distinguishing the two can-
didates: Incumbent Deborah Glick op-
poses the Open Restaurant program, but 
her challenger Ryder Kessler supports the 
program. The official system: Wear out 311. 
The website. The app. The phone number. 
Again, per the DOT rep, that’s what they 
respond to.

The wallet system: My favorite. Vote 
with your feet and your purse and let the 
establishments know, both the ones you are 
avoiding and the ones you are patronizing. 
For example, tell them this, “I love you and 
I still order-in from you, but I will be sit-
ting elsewhere as long as you are obstruct-
ing the sidewalk.” Tough love, not tough 
steaks.

Future topic: Roadway use. Not just 
Open Restaurants and roadway seating, 
but more broadly, and not just as in curb-
to-curb broadly, or as in my broadening 
waistline from eating out so often as a re-
spite from COVID-19 and all the all-too-
many stressors in America these days. 

Support your local bars and restaurants. 
Tip your waiter, and if you’re not vegan, do 
try the veal.

As always, feedback is welcome.

Sid E. Walker is the pen name (no, really?) 
of a long-time local village resident, parent, 
and professional civil engineer, who has been 
active in local community issues for the past 
15 years, and who would like to see bars and 
restaurants recover from Covid and succeed, 
while keeping sidewalks passable. His family 
have been Villagers for three generations. 

Restaurants continued from page 1
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Livable Streets V: 
A Burst Into Freedom— 
A Radical Proposal

By Barry Benepe

In the past installments I have looked at 
our streets and our privilege to walk on 
them primarily as a source of safety, secu-
rity, and pleasure. They are fundamentally 
our entry into freedom. 

In The Preservation Advocate, winter 
2020, Frank Sanchis said of historic pres-
ervation, “It makes walking down the street 
every day an exciting experience. It opens 
the door to a richer everyday life. It posi-
tively affects our everyday surroundings. 
It’s increasingly diverse.” Gilbert Castle 
echoed this view in his editorial in Plan-
ning in October 2015, “We say beautiful 
when we experience a spontaneous, deep 
connection between our inner selves and 
our surroundings.”

This leads me to a truly radical, though 
not original, proposal. Let us be rid of 
the imprisoning walls of steel along every 
walkway in our city—the lines of parked 
cars—the free storage of private property 
in public places. For the first time since 
1934 we will be able to see oncoming mo-
tor vehicles without fear of being blindsid-
ed as we cross the middle of an 800-foot-
long block. Drivers will not be surprised 

by a pedestrian suddenly emerging from 
between parked cars. Curb spaces will be 
available for pop-up gardens, play spaces, 
sitting areas and cafes. Much of our auto 
congestion is caused by drivers, having to 
move their cars several times a month, sim-
ply cruising for parking spaces. A Florida 
resident needing a car in NYC to take their 
dog to the park will find their nearby land-
scaped street as pleasant a place to walk 
and sit as Central Park.

For some of us the freedom to walk and 
sit extends even beyond the city boundar-
ies. In a letter written to me on February 
27, 1963, Supreme Court Justice William 
O. Douglas cautioned, “Our machines 
will devour us all unless barred from the 
sanctuaries. The sanctuaries man needs 
are undisturbed woodlands and mead-
ows, wilderness areas on nearby ridges and 
in nearby valleys as well as in the distant 
mountain areas, foot paths in alcoves adja-
cent to cities, trails that are local, trails that 
are regional, trails that are national. 

“Man needs escape from the noise and 
turmoil of our industrial society if he is to 
remain whole.”

Now is the time to truly civilize and 
beautify our city. 

A Teen’s View: 6th 
Precinct Community 
Council Meeting
By Sophia Astor

During the past few months I’ve been 
getting to know Washington Square Park 
by speaking with its effortlessly cool skat-
ers, rat-faced social media stars, vendors 
who sell goods of varying legality, and a 
host of flamboyant performers. 

I realized that in focusing on the “wild-
er” side of the park—the youth—I was 
missing out on a more adult perspective. 
So, in April I attended a 6th Precinct 
Community Council meeting, held on 
Zoom due to COVID, to get an idea of 
how the Village’s more well-heeled resi-
dents saw the park and the goings-on 
within. 

It wasn’t any less wild.
As the meeting began, I quickly real-

ized I was in foreign territory. I was prob-
ably the only person there under 40, and 
the residents’ concerns were the polar 
opposite of what I was used to hearing. 
The people I’d spoken with at the park 
complained about overzealous policing. 
The residents complained that the police 
weren’t doing enough. It seems that the 
police department isn’t making either side 
too happy. 

Despite an increase in police presence, 
the residents complained that they were 
seeing no change. Some were concerned 
that officers in the park spend too much 
time scrolling through their phones; oth-
ers felt that the police needed to be more 
diligent about cracking down on skaters, 
drug dealers, and the homeless. 

Captain Stephen Spataro of the 6th 
Precinct, trapped in a tiny Zoom box, was 
looking a little nervous. He explained that 
the police were kindly asking the skaters 
to leave, and were telling restaurant own-
ers to lock up their outdoor dining sta-
tions, which have become popular over-

night homeless shelters. That didn’t do 
much to satisfy the increasingly irate resi-
dents and, pretty soon, all hell broke loose. 

One participant, Jason Goodman, 
complained about being assaulted by a 
skateboarder in the park while the cops 
watched and did nothing. Maureen 
Remacle, the meeting’s moderator, replied 
that she doubted that. This caused Good-
man to start flooding the chat with dozens 
of messages berating both Remacle and 
the police department. He called for daily 
mass arrests and ticketing in the park, and 
was increasingly sounding like an auto-
crat, when Remacle just stopped reading 
out his comments altogether. But not to 
be stopped, Goodman simply unmuted 
himself and began ranting out loud. 

“This meeting is nonsense!” yelled 
Goodman. “Read my comments, Mau-
reen. You cannot silence me!” “Why is 
this man unmuted?” yelled Remacle. 
“Mute him!! Mute him!!” “Because you 
are lying!” bellowed Goodman, waving his 
index finger high in the air. “You are not 
done with me!!”

This interchange continued for a 
while, until Remacle finally found a way 
to permanently mute Goodman, but his 
outbursts were only an extreme example 
of what a lot of people were grumbling 
about.

Oddly enough, it all reminded me of 
the early 2000s chick flick Mean Girls, 
where the powerful popular girls rule the 
school until they become so divided that 
no one can exert control. Now I see that 
many Village residents, who seem so pow-
erful and united from the outside, have 
their problems too. In the movie, it is only 
when the school’s social hierarchy falls 
apart that equilibrium is restored. We’ll 
just have to wait and see if that’s in the 
cards for Washington Square Park. 

SUBSCRIBE ONLINE
www.westviewnews.org/subscribe

HOW THE STREETS CAN BE, devoid of parked cars. Photo by Maggie Berkvist.

Cartoon by Jim Meadows.
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ROB ASTORINO
robastorino.com/

Astorino has been Westchester County 
Executive since 2009. Prior to his election, 
he worked in the radio industry, including 
spending time as station manager and 
program director of The Catholic Channel 
on Sirius-XM Satellite Radio and hosting a 
weekly radio show from St. Patrick's Ca-
thedral with the archbishop of New York.

ANDREW GIULIANI
nyforgiuliani.com/

Andrew worked with the Treasury Depart-
ment and Health and Human Services 
to ensure that the $3.9 million that had 
been inadvertently taken out of the 9/11 
First Responders Fund over thirteen years 
and three administrations was completely 
refunded.

HARRY WILSON
harrywilsonforgovernor.com

Harry Wilson grew up in Johnstown, the son 
and grandson of Greek immigrants. His dad 
tended bar and his mom worked at a sew-
ing factory. Harry was the first in his family 
to go to college, working his way through by 
cleaning toilets and tending bar. He found 
success in business and used his skills to 
turnaround and save struggling companies. 

LEE ZELDIN
zeldinfornewyork.com/

In 2008, Lee established a successful law 
practice in Smithtown, NY. , and  was 
elected to the New York State Senate two 
years later.

  REPUBLICAN PRIMARY CANDIDATES

JUMAANE WILLIAMS
jumaanewilliams.com/

Jumaane Williams has served as New York 
City’s Public Advocate since 2019. Prior, 
he represented Brooklyn’s 45th District in 
the New York City Council. Jumaane is a 
first-generation Brooklynite of Grenadian 
heritage. After graduating, Jumaane began 
his career as a community organizer by 
serving as the assistant director for the 
Greater Flatbush Beacon School, then later 
as the executive director of New York State 
Tenants & Neighbors.

TOM SUOZZI
suozziforny.com/

A  member of the U.S. House, represent-
ing New York's 3rd Congressional District. 
On November 29, 2021 Suozzi announced 
that he would not seek re-election in the 
United States House of Representatives and 
instead would run for Governor. Prior to his 
election to the U.S. House, Suozzi served 
as the county executive of Nassau County, 
and as mayor of Glen Gove, New York.

2022 NY
Gubernatorial 
Candidates 

  DEMOCRATIC PRIMARY CANDIDATES
KATHY HOCHUL
kathyhochul.com/

A lifelong New Yorker, Kathy was born and 
raised in a blue-collar Irish Catholic family in 
Buffalo. Kathy watched her mother raise six 
children. She earned a B.A. from Syracuse 
University and a  J.D. from Catholic Univer-
sity. Hochul worked as an attorney in private 
practice. She also served as an aide to Rep. 
John LaFalce, as an aide to Sen. Daniel 
Patrick Moynihan, as Deputy Clerk of Erie 
County in New York, and as Clerk of Erie 
County.

Greenwich Village Area Candidates
Primary Election June 28, 2022

The following list is unofficial and includes 
information about known candidates from 
the two major parties. Due to the recent 
court decision regarding Congressional 
and State Senate districts, the candidates 
for those ballots were not finalized as of 

the WestView News deadline—information 
is based on the best sources available.  For 
further details and more up to date infor-
mation visit Ballotpedia.org.

The primary for Governor, U.S. Senate 
and NY State Assembly is June 28, 2022. 

The primary for U.S. House of Represen-
tatives and NY State Senate is August 23, 
2022, and the Primary candidates for  those  
races will be featured in the July issue of 
WestView News.
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TYRELL LEV SHARIF BEN-AVI

As a child, Tyrell was diagnosed with a 
profound stutter that paralyzed his ability to 
speak and altered how he dealt with life. He 
believed that his voice would never be fully 
heard because of this deficiency. He grew 
to understand and appreciate the disability 
and worked past its limitations to use his 
voice for those who felt unheard.

JOSHUA EISEN
eisenforcongress.com

Joshua Eisen earned a bachelor's 
degree from Queens College in 1992. 
He attended NYU and Columbia Uni-
versity for his graduate studies, earning 
a master's degree and a Ph.D. from 
Columbia University. Eisen’s career 
experience includes working as a busi-
nessman and entrepreneur.

JOE PINION
joepinion.com

From his childhood growing up in Yonkers, to 
the faces he encountered working at a Bronx 
community non-profit in America’s poor-
est congressional district, Joe has seen the 
impact of government sanctioned neglect up 
close. Joe entered Political Journalism know-
ing that bad things happen when people 
who know better do nothing.

  REPUBLICAN PRIMARY CANDIDATES

2022 NY State 
Assembly 
Candidates 
DISTRICT 66
Democratic Only

MOSES MUGULUSI          
mmugulusi4senate.com

Moses Mugulusi earned a bachelor's 
degree from Nyack College in 2007. 
He earned a graduate degree from 
Long Island University in 2009. His 
career experience includes working as 
a financial regulator.

KHALED SALEM                 
khaled4senate.com

Khaled Salem was born in Cairo, Egypt. 
He immigrated to the United States in 
1992 and settled in New York, New 
York, where he has resided ever since. 
Salem's professional experience includes 
working as a defense contractor and as 
the CEO of the nonprofit American Hu-
man Rights Organization.

2022 US
Senate 
Candidates 

  DEMOCRATIC PRIMARY CANDIDATES

CHUCK SCHUMER (I)       
chuckschumer.com

Schumer was born in Brooklyn and attended 
Harvard College, where he became interested 
in politics and campaigned for Eugene Mc-
Carthy in 1968. He graduated Harvard Law 
School, earning his JD with honors. Schumer 
is currently the Senate majority leader. He 
previously served as Senate minority leader, 
and was first elected to the Senate in 1998. 

ALEX MICI
miciforsenate.com

Alex believes the Democrats are push-
ing to make our nation look more like 
the communist dictatorship he fled 
years ago. He observed firsthand how 
dangerous the Socialist creep into 
American politics will turn out to be.

MARK SZUSZKIEWIC
mark4ny.com

Szuszkiewicz was born in Brooklyn, New 
York. His career experience includes work-
ing as a financial advisor, real estate agent, 
truck driver, and local cable television host. 
He has been affiliated with Family On Three 
and the New York Young Republicans Club. 

DEBORAH GLICK
deborahglick.com

Glick earned her BA from CUNY, Queens 
College, and her MBA from Fordham.  
Her professional experience includes be-
ing director of printing services for NYC 
Department of General Services and as a 
manager of a printing business she owned.

RYDER KESSLER 
ryderfornewyork.com/

Born at St. Vincent’s and raised near Union 
Square, Kessler attended Hunter Col-
lege HS and Harvard. After graduating, he 
moved to the West Village. His work has 
included social impact entrepreneurship, 
progressive organizing and voting rights.
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New York's Attempt to Silence Minor Party and Independent Candidates
By  Diane  Sare

This article will be brief because its au-
thor, Diane Sare, LaRouche Independent 
candidate for U.S. Senate, is tied up in the 
final two weeks of the signature gather-
ing period for ballot access.  As covered 
in West View News in April, the 2019-
2020 New York State Budget arbitrarily, 
and with malice, changed the ballot ac-
cess requirements to eliminate indepen-
dent-minded parties and candidates by 
tripling the signature requirement for 
nominating petitions, and also increas-
ing the vote threshold from 50,000 votes 
every four years to 130,000 votes every 
two years.  This was done after the Lib-
ertarian, Green, Independence, and Serve 
America Parties had all gained ballot sta-
tus with well over a quarter million votes 
between them. The Democratic and Re-
publican Parties, and their shadow parties, 
the Working Families, and Conservative 

Parties, respectively, do not want any dis-
senting voices to be allowed to raise pesky 
issues like nuclear war, universal health 
care, affordable housing, hyper-inflation 
of energy costs, and many other impor-
tant matters, so they are happy to tell over 
250,000 New Yorkers that their votes are 
irrelevant.

Speaking as a candidate, it is evident 
how the 45,000 signature requirement ful-
fills the desires of the political incumbents:  
For six intense weeks, I can do nothing 
but coordinate dozens of volunteers who 
are getting thrown out of grocery stores, 
trying to find covered sites during torren-
tial downpours, quarantining from COV-
ID-19 exposure, and still trying to deliver 
over 2000 signatures per day of duly reg-
istered New York voters.  There are other 
pitfalls as well.  If any voter has signed a 
nominating or designating petition for any 
other US Senate candidate, even for a pri-

mary election, their signature can be dis-
qualified from counting on my petition.  It 
may seem like that is a minor issue, but it 
happens frequently because so many candi-
dates have to gather such a huge number of 
signatures that the petitioners seem to find 
the same busy corners with the maximum 
traffic flow, and therefore intercept many of 
the same people.

With so many moving parts and so many 
picky little details, the candidates have no 
time to campaign.  I have cancelled nearly 
all other activities.  Even though my pe-
titioners are largely volunteers, my cam-
paign has had to rent housing, pay tolls 
and parking, meals, printing, etc.  Just get-
ting the signatures will cost my campaign 
over $80,000. A Democratic Party strate-
gist from another state estimated that his 
party would end up spending $400,000 
just to get on the ballot.  That is money 
not available for reaching voters through 

mailings, radio ads, billboards and other 
media.

The idea that this frankly sadistic re-
quirement of 45,000 signatures demon-
strates viability is absurd.  If there were 
hundreds of people wanting to sacrifice 
their personal lives to run for U.S. Senate 
perhaps we could worry about "frivolous 
candidates" but there is no such threat.  A 
nominal requirement of 100 signatures in 
each of half of New York's 62 Counties, 
and/or a filing fee of $1000 would be suf-
ficient to discourage non-serious candi-
dates.  The current nearly impossible re-
quirements are clearly designed to prevent 
anyone from running for office and posing 
a threat to the incumbent politicians who 
no longer have to be accountable to the 
people who elected them because they face 
no risk of being unseated.  This is not what 
George Washington and Alexander Ham-
ilton intended.

2022 Greenwich Village Election Wiki
By Frank Quinn

Greenwich Village voters will select candi-
dates for five major offices this summer, but 
disruption from a recent court ruling has 
generated confusion over who’s running for 
what. The court ruled that our Democratic 
Legislators in Albany created unconstitu-
tionally gerrymandered districts for U.S. 
House of Representatives and N.Y. State 
Senate and appointed a Special Master to 
re-draw the district boundaries and deter-
mine the rules to compete for those offices.

This is all happening on an expedited 
timeline that further tests our checks and 
balances, and at this writing the details are 
still unfolding. Amidst this political deba-
cle we offer a curated review of the high-
lights impacting our part of the city.

GOVERNOR

This is a competitive race with established 
candidates on both sides. Incumbent Kathy 
Hochul and Republican Lee Zeldin are 
favored to win their respective primaries, 
and a match between them in November 
would give voters a fairly clear ideological 
choice. However, Hochul’s low approval 
rating concerns Democrats who might 
have a better shot in November if they elect 
centrist Tom Suozzi in the primary. Also-
there’s still a tortured rumor that former 
Governor Andrew Cuomo just might en-
ter the race as an independent, which most 
observers believe would favor the Republi-
can candidate.

CONGRESS

The redistricting fiasco put several local 
contests into play. Most notably, for the first 
time in 30 years Representative Jerry Nadler 
will no longer represent lower Manhat-
tan in Congress. The newly redrawn 12th 

Congressional District now includes his up-
per west side base of support, while the new 
10th Congressional District covers lower 
Manhattan and parts of Brooklyn.

Nadler was expected to easily win the 
gerrymandered 10th District under the 
Democrats map and declined an invitation 
to attend a recent candidate forum hosted 
by the Asian Wave Alliance. The event was 
notable for its non-partisan format and in-
cluded candidates from both parties, but 
Nadler responded to the invitation writing 
“Congressman Nadler does not seek the 
endorsement of a political organization that 
supports Republicans, nor does he want to 
speak at a club that is involved in supporting 
Republican candidates for office.”

Nadler’s influence and the work of party 
operatives seemed evident when one of his 
opponents, Tribeca resident Brian Robin-
son, received what he described as a “merit-
less challenge” to his petition signatures. “It 
was infuriating. Leave fair elections alone, 
don’t play these games.” To remain on the 
ballot Robinson had to hire an attorney to 
respond to the challenge, a chore that cost 
him $6700.

Attorney Arthur Schwartz, who Robin-
son identified as the contact on the legal 
notice he received, defended the petition 
challenge. “My client, Ashmi Sheth, would 
rather that Jerry Nadler not have 3 or 4 
opponents. If it were meritless I wouldn’t 
have allowed my client to file.” Curiously, 
Ms. Sheth herself was a Democratic candi-
date for the gerrymandered 10th District, 
but it’s unclear if she is still in the race.

STATE SENATE

Under the gerrymandered map, the race for 
a proposed 30th State Senate District was 
shaping up as a contest between incumbent 

Brad Holyman and a more centrist Demo-
cratic challenger Maria Danzilo. Danzilo 
also received a legal challenge to her pe-
tition signatures. “I submitted over 2100 
signatures by the deadline” Danzilo said of 
her effort that involved paid canvassers and 
an attorney. “When the challenge was filed, 
we were essentially frozen until we could 
resolve it.”

She identified the objector as George 
Cominskie, known locally as the long time 
President of the Westbeth Artists Residents 
Council. A message seeking comment from 
Mr. Cominskie was not returned.

The village is now bifurcated into the 
new 27th and 47th State Senate districts. 
Ms. Danzilo will be a candidate in the 47th 
while Mr. Hoylman’s plans are unclear. 
However, an Asian-American woman has 
thrown her hat into the ring named Iwen 
Chu, who, according to her campaign’s 
website is looking to become both the first 
“Asian-American state-elected official” 
from Brooklyn, and New York state’s first 
female Asian-American state senator.

US SENATE AND NY STATE ASSEMBLY

These two races don’t have much drama. 
Senator Chuck Schumer, a 23-year incum-
bent, will likely retain his seat after a rumored 
challenge from the venerable AOC appar-
ently fizzled. And 30-year incumbent Debo-
rah Glick is expected to fend off a primary 
challenge from a progressive newcomer.

OBSERVATIONS

Shortly after the new court mandated 
districts were announced, Brad Hoylman 
tweeted he was “seriously considering” a 
run for the new 10th Congressional Dis-
trict. Days later former Mayor Bill de Bla-
sio officially announced he was running for 

the seat. As of press time we expect more 
candidates to announce plans in the com-
ing days. In the weeks leading up to this 
paper’s printing, another female candidate 
on top of Sheth emerged named Elizabeth 
Kim. Also, Mondaire Jones who had won 
the 17th district in 2020, has opted to run 
for district ten this June. All in all, seven 
candidates including Patrick Dooley, Ian 
Medina, Brian Robinson and Yan Xiong 
are running to be elected to the House for 
New York’s tenth district this June in what 
is shaping up to be an eight-way race.

It’s fair to point out that all of this could 
have been avoided if our elected officials in 
Albany had cooperated and produced bi-
partisan legislative district boundaries. Per-
haps this expedited court mandated scrum 
will inspire a lively debate among the re-
maining candidates and the public will be 
better educated for it, but the disruption 
and political shenanigans have an impact 
on serious independent candidates and in-
terest groups, while painting a poor picture 
of our democratic process.

There are meaningful concerns about the 
court-revised districts and the abrupt rami-
fications to 2022 elections. Some communi-
ties of interest feel disenfranchised as estab-
lished incumbents suddenly face challenges 
from well-connected interlopers taking ad-
vantage of new political opportunities.

The rules allow candidates to run for 
newly redrawn districts if they plan to re-
side there within 12 months. Serious can-
didates find the decision to hold the prima-
ry in the middle of August with expected 
low turn-out an advantage for the party 
machinery. Now the party can coordinate 
its apparatus on behalf of favored candi-
dates with maximum impact during a low 
turnout event.



June 2022  WestView News  9www.westviewnews.org

Have You Heard?
By Jim Fouratt

Glad to be back at WestView News. Pandemic and family 
issues got in the way. So let’s dive into today’s topics:

ELECTIONS: Local: The biggest bombshell is how the 
Congressional and State Senate district maps have been 
redrawn. Background: The arrogance of the Democratic 
Machine, long in place in Albany at a leadership level, 
made a bold decision to attempt to gerrymander the dis-
trict maps to advantage Democrats over Republicans. 
They thought they could get away with it. But they were 
caught!  Sadly, this proves that not only Republicans use 
the tactics of gerrymandering to take advantage of vot-
ers. Shameful! Well, it blew up in their faces. The Court 
threw out their maps and appointed a neutral commission 
that created a new and now Court-approved district map. 
Strong ramifications locally!

The map has created a new Congressional district 
(10). It starts on 14th Street and runs across to Brook-
lyn, including Park Slope. Already de Blasio and Brad 
Hoylman have announced they are running, and a good 
number of local politicians, including Carlina Rivera, are 
circling. Above 14th Street, the unexpected has happened. 
Yes, Jerry Nadler and Carolyn Maloney are now running 
against each other. The Democratic Machine’s arrogance 
has created an opportunity for Republicans to be elected. 
And forced two progressive seats to become one. Congress 
and State Senate primary races will now take place in Au-
gust. All other primary races remain the same on June 28. 
NOTE: The last day to register to vote is June 3rd, online 
or postmarked June 3rd or in person. Absentee voting is 
7 days before June 28th. For all primary races except the 
Congressional and State Senate, which will take place on 
August 3rd.

One race I am watching closely: Assembly District 66. 
Longtime Assemblymember Deborah Glick is being chal-
lenged by up-and-coming progressive Ryder Kessler. The 
openly gay Ryder has won the Working Families Parties 
endorsement. Check WestView News online for updates on 
this race. I suggest that a single issue should not be criteria 
in voting. Gender, race, sexual orientation etc. are impor-
tant but the entire political history of any candidate should 
be the criteria for voting.

ABORTION RIGHTS: When Donald Trump, in selecting 
candidates for the Supreme Court publicly stated that a 
candidate’s position on Roe vs Wade was a strong litmus 
test in making his choices, he succeeded in placing three 
new Justices who were known historically to want to re-
verse a woman’s right to choose. Upturning a federal law 
that guaranteed a woman’s right to control her own body 
and choose whether to abort a fetus or not has been a fed-
eral law for over 50 years. A law that protected a woman’s 
right to choose. The Supreme Court ruling is expected in 
June. The shocking leak of Justice Scalia’s defense of end-
ing this right has caused a tsunami of reaction and na-
tionwide a movement of opposition to the Supreme Court 
changing the protections of a woman’s right to choose 
what she does with her body. I have attended and spo-
ken at rallies sponsored by riseup4abortionsrights.org. The 
success of their student walkouts over the month of May 
has mobilized young people to publicly challenge political 

leaders and demand the Supreme Court refuse to roll back 
protection of a woman’s right to choose.  The question has 
been publicly raised by these rallies about the separation of 
Church and State in the decision-making of the Supreme 
Court. Washington Square and Union Square have been 
free speech rally points. I support the demand that the Su-
preme Court refuse to overturn Roe vs Wade because I 
know that in truth it will affect my ability as a gay man 
to control my body and make choices regarding marriage 
for same-sex couples and the creation of family, including 
the right to raise children. Also on the Supreme Court’s 
agenda is a challenge to New York’s gun laws. We have the 
best gun laws in the US. Given Trump’s appointments, we 
might lose them. Please support publicly expanding the 
Court.

SHEDS: Controversy over the continuation of the sheds al-
lowed by the City government regarding dining has had 
articles in WestView in opposition to the sheds. I think 
a wider discussion is in order. It is clear to me that the 
restaurant sheds which allow outdoor dining have been 
a necessary step for the economic survival of restaurants 
in the city and especially in the communities served by 
WestView News during the Covid pandemic. What has not 
been given voice in the rhetoric of those who want the 
sheds shutdown permanently is not only the reality of an 
ongoing presence of variants of the Covid virus but also 
the hundreds of jobs saved by the employment of work-
ers at all levels of the restaurant industry. From managers, 
kitchen employees, wait-staff to buspeople.  Workers’ fam-
ilies were able to survive, and many more restaurants were 
able to stay in business as many were forced to close. I sup-
ported the City Council’s actions to keep restaurants open 
during the Pandemic. But it is now time to look at what 
we learned and correct any mistakes made in the middle of 
a pandemic. I admit to a bias of making streets safer and 
that includes the reduction of as much fossil fuel as pos-
sible. The failure of enforcement of the rules established 
to make streets safe from the explosion of these retirement 
sheds is critical if they, as I hope, can remain. I will give 
but one example: I Iive near Perry St and Greenwich Ave. 
I ride Citi-Bikes and find it dangerous on a bike, or walk-
ing, to see oncoming traffic at the corner of Perry St and 
Greenwich Ave. The sheds as built do not allow me to see 
oncoming traffic without putting myself at risk. This must 
change if the sheds are to remain. I know that Councilper-
sons Erik Bottcher and Gail Brewer, the former Borough 
President, have been hard at work in closed meetings ad-
dressing this and other issues raised by people wanting to 
shut them all down and only have sidewalk service for res-
taurants year-round. I believe the sheds in general should 
be removed between June 1st and October 1st.

MAYOR ADAMS: I attended a speech by Mayor Adams at 
Cooper Union. It was a public conversation between for-
mer US Attorney for the Southern District Preet Bharara 
and Mayor Adams. I was hoping some of the questions I 
have about Mayor Adams’ administration would be ad-
dressed. Particularly his relationship with the Police Union 
leadership. We had an example of this in the previous ad-
ministration when Mayor de Blasio caved in to the de-
mands of the Union after examples of public disrespect to 

the Mayor by high level police leadership. I also wanted 
to know what actions he has taken concerning another 
example of these public servants believing that they are 
above the law: I am referring to the fact that some police 
ignored City policies regarding Federal, State and City 
Covid policies concerning vaccination and mask wearing. 
The demand that some police had the right to ignore City 
policies regarding Federal, State and City Covid policies 
revaccination and mask wearing. A number of police offi-
cers publicly refused to be vaccinated and/or wear masks in 
violation of police orders from superiors.  I also hoped that 
his appointment of publicly knownn homophobic men to 
Mayoral committees would be addressed. These questions 
were not asked during the hour I listened to the conversa-
tion between the two men. But what did happen was quite 
disruptive in a public hall known for its defense of freedom 
of speech. An hour in, shouts erupted from the audience 
calling Mayor Adams the “black Giuliani.’’ The loudest 
shouts came from a man and a woman seemingly of Af-
rican American descent. They were critical of his history 
of being too close to real estate operators and the police 
department. While some voices in the hall called out for 
their removal they left voluntarily when asked to by Coo-
per Union staff. The Q&A never continued, and the event 
ended with Mayor Adams quickly leaving the hall.  We are 
watching closely the policy actions of the new Mayor and 
will continue to alert you.

COVID: I believe Mayor Adams' actions against the pre-
dicted surge due to  the  new  Omicron variant to be ir-
responsible. He has made a political choice of putting 
economic recovery over health concerns. His behavior has 
confused the public and created two classes of city resi-
dents in a health crisis. People over 50 or with pre-existing 
conditions are separated from the general population. If 
the Mayor believes that the virus is highly infectious and 
airborne, why does he not mandate wearing a mask where 
social distancing is impossible? Common sense and medi-
cal information would see that this is the correct behavior. 
The MTA continues to mandate that masks must be worn 
on public transportation. But the enforcement is quite dif-
ferent: I have observed that some white adult males and 
some millennials feel they are not at risk. They refuse to 
wear masks on public transportation in defiance of the 
regulation.

I have not heard any public service announcements 
broadcast on subways, buses, or trains or in stations I have 
been in that remind people that wearing a mask is still 
mandatory to ride public transportation.

Mask wearing where social distancing is impossible be-
comes extremely important in preventing infection. I am 
surprised to hear that some people do not realize that even 
a mild case of Covid can have long-term effects on the 
body, including the devastating “long Covid” complica-
tions. Vaccination and mask-wearing are healthy signs of a 
community caring for each other.  Rather than an example 
of a selfish, self-righteous political “freedom of choice” re-
fusal to respect rules in place during a health pandemic. 
Yes, I know that wearing a mask is a pain in the ass. Still, it 
matters to keep everyone Covid free at any age.

jim.fouratt.westviewnews@gmail.com

TO ADVERTISE  IN OUR NEXT POLITICAL SECTION
CALL DUSTY AT 212.924.5718
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Look Past The Headline
By Tom Lamia

Recently in this series of essays that now 
may be aging out (launched January 2017), 
I have written about Steven Breyer, Susan 
Collins and Jared Golden. Only Collins 
and Golden are Mainers, but all came to 
mind when thinking about something im-
portant, or at least relevant, to our current 
troubled times.

Troubled because despair over the coun-
try’s political and financial circumstances at 
the moment is at a high pitch and ready 
answers for remedies are nowhere to be 
seen. We seem to have a political fight to 
the death going on as elections approach, 
for Congress and for state and local offices, 
elections that have taken on new impor-
tance because a good number of citizens 
appear to have endorsed illegal activities, 
including violence, to achieve their ob-
jectives. We also have a crisis of unprec-
edented proportions within our system of 
government at both the national and local 
level. The institutions and procedures that 
have served government for generations 
as accepted elements of our constitutional 
democracy are no longer trusted by many, 
including majorities in many parts of the 
country. The animosity level and the tactics 
employed resemble nothing more than the 
situation immediately preceding the Civil 
War. We had a savior then in Abraham 
Lincoln, but what logic or right tells us that 
such a figure will come now to our rescue?

The headlines speak of insurrection, 
insurrectionists, sedition, stolen elections, 
refusals to negotiate, cults espousing hare-
brained theories, no common ground that 
can be maintained for more than the time 
that it takes for the hateful sparring to take 
to social media. Can we look beyond the 
headlines and break the vicious radical 
cycle? 

When I wrote about Steve Breyer (Man 
in the Middle, November 2021) there was 
a growing discomfort among Democrats 
with Justice Breyer’s continuing to hold 
his seat on the Supreme Court. His age 
(83) and the prospect of future Republican 
control of the Senate threatened a Merrick 
Garland-like Republican refusal to give 
a Senate hearing to any President Biden 
nominee, leading to the loss of another Su-
preme Court seat for Democrats. 

My point was that I know Steve Breyer, a 
classmate in law school, and trust his judg-
ment on when to hang up the black robe. I 
believe that I also noted that Justice Breyer 
was a valuable member of the Court whose 
skills included a rare ability to reason ef-
fectively with all of his colleagues, allowing 
jurisprudence, not politics, to prevail. All of 
that was subsumed by the fear among Dem-
ocrats that immediate action was needed to 
slough off the old for the new.

Now, with Breyer’s retirement an-
nounced and his successor confirmed, the 
ground seems to have opened under the 

Court’s reputation for conservative, apo-
litical decision-making and collegiality. In 
the Senate Judiciary Committee hearing 
on his successor’s nomination, she was bar-
raged with assertions that her sentencing 
decisions in child pornography cases sug-
gested a weakness for pedophilia.  Her 
service as a public defender was cited as a 
weakness for criminals. The headline was 
“Breyer successor soft on crime and crimi-
nals.” Look past the headline and you see 
a highly qualified judge and an admirable 
human being. Ketanji Brown Jackson’s 
nomination was approved but a stain was 
placed on the nomination process.

Susan Collins (Community, December 
2020) and Jared Golden (A Golden Op-
portunity, May 2022) each play a role in 
this looming crisis. The headlines are that 
Representative Golden is an incumbent 
who has been careful with his votes so as 
not to annoy the many conservative rural 
voters in his district, so is well positioned 
for the coming elections. Collins does not 
face voters this November and still carries 
a post-election glow from having outper-
formed her party in 2020. 

Senator Collins is a solid member of the 
Maine Republican community. In 2020 
she was re-elected for the sixth time with 
a nine-point margin over a well-financed 
Democrat. In that same election, Donald 
Trump was defeated, also by a nine-point 
margin, by Joe Biden. My thesis was that 
Mainers trusted Collins, born and raised in 
Maine, while her opponent, born in Rhode 
Island, was “from away.”  

Then there was the bombshell of the 
leaked draft opinion that would overrule 
Roe v. Wade. Collins immediate reaction 
was that the proposed ruling was “com-
pletely inconsistent” with what nominees 
Neil Gorsuch and Brett Kavanaugh had 

told her about their views on Roe prior 
to her votes to confirm them. Behind the 
headlines of her deep Maine roots is now 
the issue of whether she looks foolish in 
having been taken in by these Justices who 
appear now to have voted to repeal Roe.  

The headlines praising Representative 
Golden for his sagacity in voting to support 
issues favored by his rural electorate may 
also need some rewriting. Golden’s likely 
opponent in November, Bruce Poliquin, 
used to hold the seat and still has not con-
ceded the 2018 race that put Golden in 
office. It’s a Trump-friendly district and 
“Trump Before Trump” former two-term 
governor Paul LePage is running again.

Maine’s Reproductive Privacy Act, en-
acted over 20 years ago, provides strong 
protection for abortion rights, but that pro-
tection depends on the continuing service 
of its governor, Janet Mills, and control of 
its legislature by Democrats. In this elec-
tion year all are vulnerable. LePage is a 
notorious anti-abortion advocate. Mills is 
a supporter of Planned Parenthood. LeP-
age is popular in Golden’s district. The 
abortion issue will draw many voters to the 
polls to vote against Mills and abortions 
and for LePage, Poliquin and Republican 
legislative candidates.

The result if things go wrong for Demo-
crats in this year when President Biden 
is not on the ballot, is that anti-abortion 
fervor and a loss of credibility for the Su-
san Collins moderate wing of the Maine 
Republican party could be a seismic shift 
in Maine and national politics, and a dra-
matic further loss in reputation and cred-
ibility of the Supreme Court.  

It is for times like these that strong, 
principled, trusted and effective justices are 
needed on the Court, both as wise coun-
selors and as battle-hardened warriors in 

the political battles that are being waged in 
Washington. Steve Breyer is such a justice. 
It is a great loss that he will not continue. 
The emergence of political issues in the 
reversal of Roe is the greater loss. Breyer’s 
talents and long service gave him insight 
and credence in that Supreme Court con-
ference room.  That influence is not dis-
cernible in the leaked draft opinion writ-
ten by Justice Alito. In its 98 pages there 
is a pervasive hostility towards those who 
produced the Roe decision in 1973 and 
Planned Parenthood v. Casey in 1992. It 
also fails to give proper weight to the gi-
ants of the Court from Louis Brandeis to 
Ruth Bader Ginsburg, whose efforts to en-
shrine a right to privacy and protection for 
women in our national jurisprudence, are 
now about to be riddled with the buckshot 
of MAGAism.

A problem that many voices being heard 
in the current political dialogue suffer from 
is a failure to look past the headline, a fail-
ure to examine the facts behind the discus-
sion. I am tempted to say “the true facts,” 
but that would be a redundancy. If it is not 
true it is not a fact. That truth may no lon-
ger be the essential ingredient of honest 
communication is the saddest fact of all. 
Arguments are seen on Twitter, Facebook, 
and other platforms that unashamedly in-
corporate lies and half-truths. These are 
now seen as the best way to persuade and 
only one more literary device open to the 
persuader. These communicators accept 
no responsibility for their failures of truth. 
A legislative curtain against defamation 
protects them. This gives them a license 
to do what newspapers and other users of 
the right of free speech cannot do without 
risking bankruptcy. These are sources that 
do not hold truth to be the core of their 
mission.

THE SUPREME COURT in troubled times. Photo courtesy of government website.
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Green vs. Greed
By Brian Robinson, D-10 NY Congressional Candidate

In yet another iteration of this classic rivalry, we journey no 
further than Battery Park City. Beloved by local residents 
of lower Manhattan, Battery Park is an absolute gem. The 
parks there are immaculate, many of which, like Rockefeller 
and Wagner Park, lay right at the waterline of the Hudson 
River. My wife and I take our daughter to the playground 
there at least weekly. She loves to run around Wagner Park. 
Unfortunately, a familiar theme is emerging there. The Bat-
tery Park City Authority has initiated an effort to uproot 
Wagner Park in a two year closure that serves as a great in-
justice to the community of 16K residents of Battery Park 
and the 690K people per year that BP’s public spaces serve 
annually. The rationale for this endeavor, given a cursory 
glance, sounded like something we could all get behind, de-
spite the sense of loss that would be felt as the park converts 
to a restricted area. After all, the BPCA cited climate change 
and storm resiliency as a determining factor. A deeper analy-
sis, however, reveals an ulterior motive. 

The Battery Park City Neighborhood Organization, a 
group of local residents, many with children, depend on their 
beloved green space. It’s the ideal outlet for New York City 
kids that are often limited by the size of their apartments to 
get their energy out in a fun and healthy way. Of, course the 
BPCNA cares about resiliency and future proofing for cli-
mate change, as do I, but these concepts cannot be posited 
disingenuously in order to slip a profit centered initiative 
through the back door. Upon conducting due diligence, this is 

exactly what I found. 
One only needs to reference the CB1 meeting on Sep-

tember 26th, 2017 to find that concerns that, “The BPCA 
is focused on the SBPC plan to increase revenue generat-
ing assets within Wagner Park”. In the same meeting, the 
BPCA acknowledges such, stating, “…the new structure is 
an integral part of the Wagner Park Resiliency Plan and not 
first and foremost a revenue generating project…” In other 
words, yes, money will be made by shutting down Wagner 
Park for two years but it will be worth it because the com-
munity will be protected from flooding, rising sea levels, and 
“a 100 year storm” as they put it. I really wanted this to be 
true, but in reality, these claims are ripe with contradictions.

For one, the two-year closure is part of a plan that was de-
veloped after Hurricane Sandy to protect Wagner Park from 
flooding. One merely needs to look at the history to dis-
cover that Wagner Park never flooded during Sandy. Parts 
of the Financial District were, and all vulnerable flooding 
points ought to be future proofed, but Wagner Park is al-
ready raised well above the water line. There is, however, cli-
mate change to think about. Future proofing isn’t a bad idea 
where it makes sense. According to NASA’s Godard Insti-
tute on Climate: Sea level in New York City has risen on 
average 0.27 cm/year or 0.2286-0.381 cm/year over the last 
hundred years. Looking ahead, it is expected that sea levels 
in the area will rise on average 0.3885 cm/year or anywhere 
from 0.175-0.602 cm/year by the 2050s. Even a conserva-
tive calculation would amount to less than four inches of sea 
level rise in the next 20 years. Meanwhile is a solid 7-10 feet 
above the water line as it stands. 

So where is the real urgency here? Are we really going to al-
low one of the best parks in the city to be closed off to the resi-

dents, (many of which have children) for two years to remedy 
a problem that doesn’t even exist? Alternatively, let’s identify 
every single point of flooding during Hurricane Sandy, calcu-
late the cost of the damage in those areas, and reboot with a 
plan to protect the actual flood zones. Perhaps there is even 
revenue generating potential in those areas (though I’d wager 
there is not). Every single member of the BPCNA believes 
that climate change is a real threat, yet they publicly decry this 
“resiliency” project. In yet another tale of green vs. greed, one 
need only follow the money to see why.

BATTERY PARK IS AN ABSOLUTE GEM. Its parks are im-
maculate, many of which, like Rockefeller and Wagner 
Parks, lay gently beside the waterline of the Hudson River. 
Photo by Britni Must Erez.

  

                                     
 
  
                                                                                                           

      

 

 

 

           

 

IN PERSON WORSHIP 10am beginning July 4th (live streamed also www.ascensionnyc.org)  
And Sunday 6pm IN PERSON Meditation Service continues as well! 

IN PERSON Holy Eucharist Wednesday at 6pm  •. ZOOM Evening Prayer at 5:30 Monday through Friday  
For all worship and events, call the parish office for details – 212-254-8620 (links:info@ascensionnyc.org) 
 

PRIDE SUNDAY Worship – June 26, 2022 
JOIN US FOR THE MARCH – IT GOES PAST OUR FRONT DOOR! 

Social Justice programs: Racial Justice Discussion Group  
and Resistance Cinema film screenings/discussion  

 
“exemplary interpretations of choral music” “strategic collaborations across the tri-state area” —Voices of Ascension offers 
incomparable music for your soul’s delight! —www.voicesofascension.org for information about upcoming performances 

 
 Fifth Avenue at Tenth Street – Come, spend a quiet moment in our Lovely Garden. 

…and the church is open for meditation and prayer on weekdays from Noon to 3pm 

And Ascension Outreach. Inc. is proud to say we’ve not missed a single food distribution date in our pantry program!  We’d 
love for you to join our team of volunteers!  Please call 212-254-8620 for information! 

Church of the Ascension is a welcoming, diverse, 
and inclusive community…who gather to proclaim 
the Good News of Jesus Christ, to give praise and 

thanks to God through the beauty of worship, and 
to love and serve God and our neighbors. 

Fifth Avenue at Tenth Street 
212-254-8620 

www.ascensionnyc.org 
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Angels of St. Vincent’s
By Roger Paradiso

“St. Vincent’s soon became ground zero in 
the city’s AIDS crisis.

St. Vincent’s had the first and larg-
est AIDS ward on the East Coast…in 
1984, a year after San Francisco General 
Hospital’s; by 1986, a third of the hospital’s 
beds were filled by AIDS patients” (An-
drew Boynton, The New Yorker).

To understand the AIDS crisis we only 
have to look at the beginning of the Covid 
crisis. In both cases we had a Republican 
president. President Reagan’s reaction to 
AIDS was very similar to President Trump’s 
reaction to Covid. It was slow and inad-
equate. But as with Covid, there were brave 
people who stepped up and met the crisis at 
the crossroads. These brave individuals real-
ized that running away or hiding and hop-
ing it would go away was not an answer. 

I was working on a film for Twentieth 
Century Fox at their 57th Street offices 
at the time. They flew in their accountant 
who was a middle-aged man. Within a few 
days, he started feeling ill. By the end of 
the work week, Fox flew him back to Los 
Angeles. Within days we heard he was in a 
hospital. Not too soon after that, we heard 
he was dead. He had AIDS. People were 
scared. It was like a horror film. 

We heard that hospitals were afraid to 
admit patients. No one had a cure. But 
many had a story.

“But, despite the outpouring of love from 
friends and family members as their illness-
es dragged on and their prognoses became 
more dire, both Arthur and Cal seemed to 
recede, to become more isolated. My visits 
felt more urgent, an attempt to banish my 

friends’ loneliness, and at the same time 
more delicate, an acknowledgment that 
they were in charge. I never wanted to say 
goodbye to them, but the only way I could 
avoid doing that was to stop visiting. So I 
kept going to St. Vincent’s. And kept say-
ing goodbye. Arthur died in the summer 
of 1993. Cal died two years later” (Andrew 
Boynton, The New Yorker).

“Tom Bernarden introduced himself; he 
said he had lived in the neighborhood for 
decades. We told him we were interested in 
the history of the hospital. He told us about 
his admiration for the Sisters of Charity of 
New York and why Saint Vincent’s was so 
important to the LGBT community during 
the height of the HIV and AIDS crisis. ‘I 
lost all my friends, all right. You understand? 
I’m 24 when I move in here. I’m 70 today,’ 
he told us. When asked about the sisters, 
he paused for a moment. ‘They were there,’ 
he said, recalling how many other people 
turned their backs to a community in need. 
‘They were there.’” (Michael O’Loughlin, 
American Jesuit Review.)

The Sisters of Charity were there to 
admit the early AIDS patients and to cut 
through the fear and bigotry. They were 
there to fulfill their mission of giving medi-
cal aid to their Greenwich Village neigh-
bors whether they could pay or not. Sister 
Karen Helfenstein, SC, who went on to 
head the AIDS ward, was one of the angels 
of St. Vincent’s. She remained true to the 
Sisters of Charity’s mission.

Now, over a decade has passed since 
St. Vincent’s closed and was replaced by 
condos. It is the lost St. Vincent’s Hospi-
tal now. It is important to remember the 

legacy of that great hospital. 
In retrospect, St. Vincent’s was met at the 

crossroads by the corporate for-profit hos-
pitals. In April of 2010, our country threw 
its support behind big medicine, pharma, 
and healthcare. There was no room in the 
New York Healthcare system for the Sisters 
of Charity and their charitable St. Vincent’s 
Hospital of Greenwich Village.

I spoke to Sister Jane Iannucelli, SC, who 
was a board member of St. Vincent’s in 
2010. She is currently Assistant to the Di-
rector of Associates of the Sisters of Charity. 
She was also one of the angels of St. Vin-
cent’s, and said, “The primary reason the 
hospital closed is that the State Department 
of Health did not believe St. Vincent’s was 
necessary in the area. Were there financial 
issues? Yes. But state support would have 
brought the resources necessary to continue 
the hospital’s service to the West Village 

and the surrounding areas.” 
Sister Jane continued, “As a result of the 

closing, the Greenwich Village area lost 
quality medical care provided by skilled 
and caring doctors, nurses, and staff; they 
lost access to clinics, community outreach 
programs for seniors, the homeless, etc.; 
they lost state-of-the-art behavioral health 
programs, and more. The surrounding 
businesses suffered a loss of economic sup-
port from the staff. It was several years be-
fore Northwell opened its urgent care cen-
ter to provide much-needed medical care 
for the community.

“St. Vincent’s Hospital was one of the 
early missions of the Sisters of Charity. 
The closing of a ministry that served New 
Yorkers for 161 years was profoundly felt 
by every Sister of Charity. It is one of our 
greatest sorrows, for ourselves and for the 
community we served.” 

Spare the Rod… Love the Child
Written by Alden Roosevelt age 12

I live on a quaint street in the West Village, 
and I’m going to tell you something that 
changed my life… On a summer day like 
any other in the redwood forest of Big Sur, 
where I go during most summer breaks, my 
mother was reading me one of my favorite 
authors, Roald Dahl.  We like to take turns 
reading to each other out loud and doing 
funny character voices.  I was eight.  There 
was no worry of fire this year.  A couple of 
years before, during the Sobranes fire, we’d 
evacuated and moved around carrying a fa-
vorite painting, a chair and books from place 
to place.  Finally at the end of the summer 
we settled back into our cozy cabin.  Part of 
our land was burned along the mountain-
side, but it was not long before little sprouts 
of green life sprang up everywhere. 

The Roald Dahl book we were reading was 
his autobiography, Boy Tales of Childhood, and 
it was different than his usual stories.  I love 
the way he pokes fun at mean-spirited adults, 
teachers, family members, and authority fig-
ures who abuse their power, all those who fail 

to see the magic in kids. I’d always wondered 
where he’d come up with all his fantastical 
ideas.  As my mother read, we got to a very 
uncomfortable place in the book where he 
is “caned” at a boarding school in England.  
The headmaster beats him on his bare bot-
tom, while other classmates watch in horror. 
I asked my mother, “Does this still happen to 
kids?” She thought it was just the time pe-
riod in the 1920’s and also in strict boarding 
schools in England. 

We live off-grid in the forest in the sum-
mer.  That means no computers, phones or 
WIFI, so we had to wait two days before 
our weekly town trip to find out.  Two days 
later we googled it and we were shocked to 
discover that 19 states in the USA still allow 
children to be beaten as a measure of disci-
pline, in some states like Georgia almost 60% 
of the schools practice it.  These are public 
schools that are paid for by your tax dollars!  

The feelings I felt for other kids being 
hurt and harmed never faded after that sum-
mer. When you think of bullies in school, 
you think of other children bullying you, not 

teachers, but teachers can be bullies too. I 
plan to make it my business to go to each of 
those states and bring awareness and change 
those old laws to help other kids.  

While on this journey it has come to my 
attention that some people believe that this 
law is good. They feel some older children 
will abuse the teacher. I understand this, 
and while I still want to change this law, the 
teachers can be protected with self-defense 
laws, while not abusing their power. What 
I’m fighting is the fact that a teacher can hit 
a child, for so little as having their shirt un-
tucked, or getting a math problem wrong, 
or asking a question.  Many of the children 
who are affected by this law are handicapped. 
Due to lack of patience, proper education, 
and funding those caring for them resort to 
violence when frustrated.  I’d like to rent a bus 
and travel to these states to confront these 
governors face-to-face. I’m going to make it 
my business to change this law.

I’ll start by letting anyone who is still 
reading this know that the States in ques-
tion are:  Alabama, Arizona, Arkansas, 

Colorado, Florida, Georgia, Idaho, Indi-
ana, Kansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, Missis-
sippi, Missouri, North & South Carolina, 
Oklahoma, Tennessee, Texas, Wyoming.

Not everybody who gets abused can turn 
it into funny stories like Roald Dahl.

If you happen to be the Governor, or 
know the Governor of one of these states, 
let’s talk. If you have any ideas, or stories 
for me that could bring this matter to light, 
please contact me.  Thank you for taking the 
time to read my story and have a great week.

You can contact me at:  Altruistworksin-
progress@gmail.com

AFTER MORE THAN A CENTURY of serving a growing community, St. Vincent's closed but 
the need for a hospital remains. Photo by Maggie Berkvist.

ALDEN ROOSEVELT.
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WE’RE OPEN—FREE ON DEMAND DELIVERY
Mom & Pops Suffer Loss 
of St. Vincent's 
By Kathryn Adisman

We, the undersigned loyal customers of Paper 
Works, ask you, Jonathan West, to find a way 
to keep Paper Works in business at its present 
location. This community has already suffered 
a great loss in the closing of St. Vincent’s Hos-
pital, and we cannot afford to lose another 
valuable asset. We need this store, and would 
be very grateful to you if you could help us keep 
our community together as much as we can by 
helping Paper Works. Thank you.

More than 500 signatures were gath-
ered on a petition to keep the community 
store in business. The rumor was, the land-
lord planned to expand Walgreens’ Duane 
Reade into four adjacent storefronts. 
What the owner of Paper Works predict-
ed when I walked into his store for the first 
time seemed to be coming to pass…

 
JUNE 2010 “What kind of store is this?” I 
ask the man behind the counter, Paper 
Works proprietor Adam Abi-Saab. 

“Variety!”
Tucked between Duane Reade and the gat-

ed storefront of Burritoville, next to Jessie’s on 
7th Avenue, Paper Works depends on word 
of mouth and foot traffic. Its window dis-
play, which contains everything—an Ameri-
can flag, stationery, greeting cards, souve-
nirs, gifts, maps, notebooks, mugs, wrapping 
paper, calendars, newspapers, magazines, cig-
arettes—lures you in.

Adam is disappointed in the New 
York Times article that gave his 25-year-
old store a single mention. He predicts the 
neighborhood will not be the same. “When 
you kill 4,000 workers (plus pharmacy reps, 
patients, visitors), you’re killing the neigh-
borhood.” 

From his lofty perch behind the coun-
ter, Adam sees through his window: “They 
used to change the flags every day.” The 
same flags have been hanging in front of 
O’Toole since the hospital closed. “Noth-
ing will make up for the loss,” he says. “You 
need the traffic.” The way it is now attracts 
homeless people. “Every day it looks a little 
more like a ghost town.”

Adam, who favors metaphors, says, “Imag-
ine a five-story building with four stories 
missing. It’s not just us. It’s not just Jessie’s. 
It’s a whole community!” 

Residents come in, asking, “Can we 
help you?” Adam greets each customer by 
name. “This is the best place on Earth. 
A neighborhood hub.” (Thank you Les-
lie!) Leslie says she hadn’t realized how 
important the hospital was to the health 
of small businesses. “We’re worried.” Cus-
tomer Kate: “He’s the man. He knows ev-
eryone in the Village!”

People come in just to “schmooze”—a 
NYC pastime! The store’s entranceway is 
Town Hall. Adam presides: “I’m the Mayor!” 

"I call it the café without the cof-

fee," says Susan, who feeds Smokey, 
the resident grey cat. “It’s like being in a 
small town without the army base,” says 
building resident Janet. “I live in St. Vin-
centville. These are My Guys (Adam, 
K.B., and Mike). It’s the people that 
make you want to come to the store.” One 
of the “people” is Smokey the cat! “Smokey 
ought to have a Twitter account!”

 Adam—he’s the center—his presence is 
sober and reassuring. What the shop owner 
does: saves newspapers; holds luggage; spe-
cial orders; changes batteries; relays mes-
sages between friends; picks a person up 
from the hospital; attends funerals. “I don’t 
call them customers; I call them friends.”

“Hello, Friend,” customers greet Adam. 
Most don’t bother to mention what they 
want.  Adam hands it to them. 

A man in casual attire shows up. It’s a 
doctor from St. Vincent’s. This is his first 
time back in the neighborhood since the 
hospital closed. He worked there for 19 
years. Where is he now? He pulls the 
ID hanging from his neck: Lennox Hill. 
But—“This is home.”  

Smokey, luxuriating on the car-
pet, licks me with his scaly tongue for 
the first time. All summer Adam wait-
ed for something to fill the void. He has 
five years remaining on his lease. Will a 
settlement be reached with the landlord? 
TO BE CONTINUED. 

 

Kathryn Adisman writes about neighbor-
hood places and people. She has lived in 
the West Village since 1984.

SMOKEY, THE RESIDENT GREY CAT, 
stationed in aisle guards shelves at Paper 
Works. Photo by Susan Matula.
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That Touch of Yellow
By Keith Michael

“Excuse me, what is everyone photograph-
ing?” “That yellow bird by the water. It’s 
called a Prothonotary Warbler.” “I don’t 
see it. Is it rare?” “Yellow. On the rock now. 
Not super rare, but only a few pass through 
every spring. Oh, it just flew to the other 
side of The Pool. Bye.”

This is what I affectionately call the 
NYC Birding Circus: a flashy bird shows 
up, someone sees it, a rare bird alert goes 
out, and seemingly instantaneously, doz-
ens of birder paparazzi show up with their 
arsenal of long lenses. Maybe this “defini-
tion of yellow” bird didn’t reach the glory 
of true superstar status during his week on 
the April avian runway but he certainly was 
a calling card to the extravagance of spring 
migration in New York City.

What are the qualities of a bird vying for 
superstardom? Beauty, Rarity, Dependabili-
ty, Location, and Longevity top the list, and 
the truly memorable birds garner a touch of 
Poetry as well. Of course, the bird doesn’t 
know it. It’s the birders, and then, perhaps, a 
broader public, who bestow the honors sim-
ply through collective adoration. 

This current Prothonotary Warbler nails 
it in the Beauty category. Yellow, bright yel-
low is what one immediately notices about 
this bounding bird. The olive-yellow on his 
back and shoulders and his blue-gray wings 
and tail just seem to enhance that riveting 
yellow of his head and chest. He glows. 
You might wonder where that name came 
from. Papal clerks in the Roman Catholic 
Church, known as prothonotaries, at one 
time wore bright yellow robes, and some-
one who knew that fact named them. A 
Swainson’s Warbler in 2016 was liter-
ally stopping traffic in Central Park and 
needed police support to contain the flash 
mob. Was it a surpassing beauty? Nope, 
only rare. But the Prothonotary Warbler is 
a coloring book bird that nearly everyone 
who sees it exclaims, “What a pretty bird!” 
Beauty? Check.

As to Rarity, this male isn’t in the 

stratosphere on the rarity scale, such as 
first record on the east coast, first record in 
New York state, or first record in Central 
Park. Though primarily a southern bird 
glimpsed in the dark tangles of swamp-
lands, a few are seen each season as they 
move north along watercourses toward 
a perfect nesting spot (one of only two 
species of warblers that nest in tree cavi-
ties.) But still, one here and there a season 
means a rare bright spot to admire wher-
ever it lands. Over a decade ago, another 
glowing male showed up on 42nd Street 
and posed memorably with Patience and 
Fortitude guarding the New York Public 
Library. Rarity? Check.

Dependability is essential to a bird’s 
fame. Yes, there are the one-day or even the 
one-hour wonders which generate story-
telling intros for the few who made the ef-

fort to see it, “Hey, remember the Western 
Reef Heron at Calvert Vaux Park?” (That 
was the first rare bird that I “chased” back 
in 2007.) But being reported at a location 
and then staying nearby while the word 
gets out so that more people can see it is 
the key to notoriety. This cheerful twitter-
ing chap was first spotted in Central Park 
along The Loch, north of 103rd Street. 
The path couldn’t contain the autograph 
seekers hoping for a glimpse or that prized 
photo. Perhaps to increase his fan-base, af-
ter several days he moved on to the banks 
of The Pool where everyone passing by got 
caught up in the paparazzi crowd dash-
ing back and forth following every whim 
of this star performer’s insatiable appetite. 
Dependability? Check.

Location is a happenstance of where 
a bird lays over on its journey. This same 
bird could have landed in someone’s back-
yard for a week while they were away on 
vacation, and no one would have seen him. 
Would he still have eaten his fill before 
moving on? Probably. If beauty is in the 
eyes of the beholder and no one was be-
holding him, would he still be beautiful? 
Let’s have a martini sometime and talk 
about that. Central Park is a prime exam-
ple of a spot easy to get to for everyone. 
Then the photos are taken and shared and 
the word gets out. The West Village had 
its own yellow traffic-stopping Couch’s 
Kingbird around New Year’s 2016. I took 
a favorite photo of the battery of birding 
scopes clustered around Abingdon Square. 
Fame nourishes fame. Location? Check.

Longevity is tied in a three-legged race 
with Dependability and Location. De-
pendability is staying long enough in one 
area for more than the first person who 

spotted the bird to see it. But then staying 
for several days or weeks or months around 
the same spot, means that the bird outlives 
the first wave of fans to the second wave of, 
“Oh, it’s still there? I really should try to 
see it.” Then it’s still around for even the 
slightly curious, and finally, for the consen-
sual rubberneckers who don’t even know 
that they might be curious until they too 
succumb to infatuation. This fellow had a 
nine-day run. Longevity? Check.

Poetry is a lofty credential—bestowed 
from the heavens. Only four birds have 
reached that status for me. The dashing 
male Prospect Park Painted Bunting of 
2015 who made headlines as the first ever 
recorded in Brooklyn. Thousands across 
all demographics made the pilgrimage to 
see this rainbow-hued glitterati. Central 
Park’s Mandarin Duck of 2018-19 reached 
world-wide recognition through the per-
chance that beauty could heal the clouding 
ills of the world. The winter 2021 Snowy 
Owl, another Central Park celebrity, gener-
ated the made-for-media tagline “not seen 
in Manhattan since 1890” which offered 
(the however false) hope that nature might 
be healing itself. Yet the ultimate marriage 
of ornithology, urban lore, and poetry was 
Barry, the Barred Owl who cheered New 
Yorkers through the pandemic, introduced 
hundreds to the wonder of watching birds, 
and whose untimely death was mourned in 
tributes from every part of the globe.

Ah, my phone is vibrating. There’s a 
Bicknell’s Thrush singing in Central Park! 
Gotta go.

Visit keithmichaelnyc.com or follow @newy-
orkcitywild on Instagram. 

THE CENTRAL PARK PROTHONOTARY WARBLER (that spot of yellow at the water’s edge) 
and his adoring fans. Photos by Keith Michael.

A DASHING PROTHONOTARY WARBLER, the newest star in the NYC avian firmament.
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By Kambiz Shekdar, Ph.D. 

In 2020 and 2021, New York City celebrat-
ed “Pride-in-Quarantine.” This year, Pride 
will be back on the streets of the West Vil-
lage. We reached out to a few individuals in 
the LGBT community to get the pulse of 
the city on “Pride-post-Quarantine.”

International Drag Superstar Ms. Sher-
ry Vine captures the sentiment best: “I’m 
thrilled to be performing at Pride events 
again in person and not streaming from 
my living room! Let’s celebrate and con-
tinue marching for equality around the 
world.” Adds Robert Galinsky, member of 
WestView’s @OpinionatedQ, “Gay Pride 
survives everything: exile, discrimination, 
rape, murder, incest, and yes pandemics. 
Gay Pride is emblematic of the enduring 
human spirit and brings further meaning 
to our existence!”

The main parade, known as NYC Pride, 
with will start at 25th Street and head 
down Fifth Avenue, turn west on 8th 
Street, continue past the Stonewall Na-
tional Monument, before proceeding up 
Seventh Avenue and dispersing at 16th 
Street in Chelsea. 

While NYC Pride slept, a fledgling 
grass-roots parade continued in person 
during the pandemic: Queer Liberation 
March. Jay Walker, one of its organizers, 
says: “We are glad that the Pride experi-
ence will be larger this year. The 2020 ra-
cial reckoning protests, including Queer 
Liberation helped the CDC understand 

the low transmissibility in large, masked, 
outdoor marches and rallies. Now that our 
folks are largely vaxxed and boosted, they 
can feel safer.” Jay also expects that ACT-
UP will set up a health fair, including vac-
cinations, adjacent to the march.

In New York City, there is room for 
more than one march or parade. Dyke 
March and Drag March also take place 
in downtown Manhattan during June, as 
well as Pride festivals in Harlem, Brook-
lyn, Queens and Staten Island. These 
grass-roots events speak for participants 
who have become disillusioned with over-
commercialization of NYC Pride. AIDS 
Activist Sean McKenna puts it like this: 
“In my day the strength came by seeing 
the different groups that marched, with-
out a huge party distracting us. Something 
clicked in me when I saw PFLAG [Parents 
and Friends of Lesbians and Gays], I knew 
I was gay. I think that important subtlety 
has been usurped by corporations.”

Brooklynite Rose Ray, a supporter of 
the LGBT community, has been impacted 
a different way. Here is what she says: “At 
Barnes and Noble today, I saw: a rainbow 
pencil case, a gay historical figures deck of 
playing cards, Pride jigsaw puzzle, and a 
Pride coffee mug. Pride hats, scarves and 
hair ornaments abound on streetside tables 
and local shops.  Some people may be of-
fended by this blatant commercialization 
of Pride, but it brings a smile to my lips. I 
love the spirit of self-actualization and of 

acceptance and tolerance of others that is 
inherent in the Pride movement.  To me, 
the commercialization means an accep-
tance of Pride values by the wider society, 
and I like it.”

One question that remains unresolved is 
the participation of the gay cops. Last year, 
Heritage of Pride (HoP), the organizers 
of NYC Pride, voted to ban Gay Officers 
Action League (GOAL) from participat-
ing in the main parade. While HoP’s mis-
sion statement says that they “work toward 
a future without discrimination where 
all people have equal rights under the 
law,” the ban marks the first time the once 
all-inclusive group cast out some of its 
own members. George Capsis, publisher of 
WestView News, remarked, “with all their 
successes, the gays have now become like 
everyone else.” Like everyone else, hating 
and canceling each other. 

GOAL President Detective Brian 
Downey remains optimistic the impasse 
will be solved. Says Detective Downey: 
“Just because we can’t be part of the parade 
does not mean that we’re not fully engaged 
and honoring the legacy of Pride. There is 
so much work to be done and there are so 
many good things going on and we won’t 
let the ban denominate our agenda. We’re 
mission focused.” GOAL’s remains in-
volved in Queens Pride, Brooklyn Pride 
and volunteering for LGBTQ youth. The 
group is also celebrating their 40th Anni-
versary on June 24, 2022 (to attend, go to: 

https://www.goalny.org/single-post/40th-
anniversary-goal-ny-awards-dinner-gala).

Going forward, the LGBTQ movement 
has its work cut out. An end to bullying 
and conversion therapy, health equity in-
cluding a globally accessible cure for AIDS 
and greater human rights and freedom 
for all are just a few of the fights remain-
ing to be won. In fact, Bruce Poli, a fellow 
writer at Westview News adds that “Mar-
riage Equality (United States v Windsor), 
Abortion  (Roe v. Wade) and Civil Rights 
(Brown v Board of Education) are all mem-
bers of the same Human Rights family.”

We close with this summary of Pride-in-
Quarantine and the energy of Pride-post-
Quarantine from Steven Marion of God’s 
Love We Deliver:

“Quarantine suppressed my freedom of 
expression and I found myself hiding from 
others. I can’t help but think of all the de-
cades prior to PRIDE when people were 
living in such a way, even without a pan-
demic. I’m glad to be celebrating openly 
again and I’m grateful pre and post pan-
demic for all those who paved the way for 
my freedom no matter what.”

Rockefeller University alumnus and biotech 
inventor Kambiz Shekdar, Ph.D., is the 
president of Research Foundation to Cure 
AIDS and the science & LGBTQ editor at 
WestView News. To support RFTCA, go 
to https://rftca.org/.  

 

POST-QUARANTINE
PRIDE
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The Slap that Cured the World: “It’s About Love”
By Kambiz Shekdar, Ph.D.

Will Smith’s slap at the Oscars is said to 
have been heard around the world. We’re 
not advocating that anyone slap anyone, 
but living with AIDS has become like a 
rut, and a collaboration of artists and scien-
tists including myself created an animated 
short, “It’s About Love,” in the hopes that 
it might provide the slap that would be 
heard across the AIDS world. (Avid read-
ers of this newspaper will know our pub-
lisher George Capsis was once driven to 
slapping too!)

Talking about diseases like AIDS is not 
a hot topic. I’ve written about AIDS and 
contemporary efforts to develop a glob-
ally accessible cure in this newspaper every 
month for about three years now. I believe 
my articles provide a small number of in-
terested readers with unique insights about 
this topic from my perspective as a gay 
man, scientist, and president of an AIDS 
not-for-profit organization, but they cer-
tainly haven’t made waves. This article may 
not get a lot of attention either, but I de-
cided to try something new, based on the 
tactics of former AIDS activists. 

Over time, activists and artists have used 
many different methods to make sure in-
formation about AIDS has been seen and 
heard. The iconic “Silence = Death” poster 
was just one of many graphic and arrest-
ing images. Another example of breaking 
through to people was a zine called Dis-
ease Pariah News. According to Wikipedia, 
it “used black humor and shock humor to 
address many of the issues that affected 
people who had been diagnosed with HIV 
or AIDS. While the publication dealt with 
issues related to having HIV/AIDS in a 
humorous, if dark, manner, many of the ar-
ticles contained factual information about 
managing and living with the disease.”

Disease Pariah Network used controver-
sy to bring attention to topics not enough 
people were otherwise talking about. Ryan 
Downes, Robert Galinsky, and I created 
“It’s About Love” for similar reasons: al-
though successful stem cell treatments for 
AIDS have been demonstrated for over 
15 years, not enough people are aware of 

them, and there is still no national or global 
movement to further develop and perfect 
a cure. Will we meet our goal? We hope 
you catch our video at this link and share 
it: https://youtu.be/WyYhdOgSlls. 

One critical center of inertia is the gov-
ernment funding landscape for break-
through science. Government is not nor-
mally known for speed and innovation, yet 
after witnessing Dr. Fauci and colleagues 
at NIH, CDC, FDA, BARDA, DoD, and 
other government agencies (endorsed by 
the White House) work wonders to help 
achieve COVID vaccines, one might as-
sume bureaucracies tasked with supporting 
innovation run like clockwork. Unfortu-
nately, they don’t. What we witnessed re-
garding the COVID vaccine was an un-
precedented exception to the rule. 

As stated by The Institute for Venture 
Science, a think-tank that aims to improve 
the situation, “The institutional vetting pro-
cess also contributes to the dearth of break-
throughs. To review grant proposals, science 
administrators seek the most established sci-
entific leaders, i.e., the leading proponents of 
the status quo. Any applicants challenging 
the views of those leaders rarely succeed, and 
therefore, existing paradigms persist even if 
inadequate.” The late Nobel laureate Luc 
Montagnier, discoverer of the HIV virus, 
was one supporter of the Institute.

Imagine the AIDS research field as if it’s 
the NFL: everyone playing terrific foot-

ball. Now imagine that developing a cure 
requires that tennis players and their skills 
are added to the mix. That process of ex-
panding the NFL to include tennis play-
ers would be complicated to say the least. 
Currently, although the AIDS research es-
tablishment—the “AIDS NFL”—is filled 
with experts who have given us life-saving 
AIDS medications, chemical anti-viral 
drugs that attack the virus, only stem cells 
have been demonstrated to cure AIDS. 
To perfect a cure, the AIDS NFL must 
be expanded to include new players in its 
mix. To learn more, go to: westviewnews.
org/2022/04/03/worlds-third-aids-pa-
tient-cured/web-admin/.

To his credit, Dr. Fauci and colleagues 
at NIH and Bill & Melinda Gates Foun-
dation did announce an initiative to pri-
oritize the development of globally acces-
sible cures for HIV/AIDS and Sickle Cell 
Disease. Unfortunately, that accouchement 
came in late October of 2019, just weeks 
before the COVID pandemic emerged and 
derailed the best laid plans. It is not yet 
clear whether the full intended force of the 
cure initiative is back on track. To date, the 
NIAID at NIH has issued at least one call 
soliciting research proposals specifically fo-
cusing on curing AIDS. Much more along 
these lines can and must be done.

“It’s About Love” includes a (fictional) 
video by Dr. Fauci explaining how stem 
cells have been used to cure the first three 

patients ever, and the cellular technologies 
that hold promise to increase the efficiency 
and applicability of the process. For full 
disclosure, I am the inventor of one of these 
technologies, which my colleagues and I li-
censed on a worldwide royalty-free basis to 
Research Foundation to Cure AIDS to de-
velop a cure for all those in need regardless 
of ability to pay. Note that any endorsement 
by Dr. Fauci, that may be suggested by or 
inferred from this video and its contents, is 
purely satirical and fictional. 

The animation also includes a cameo by 
the late AIDS Activist Larry Kramer, recit-
ing his last televised statement as a delegate 
during CNN’s LGBT Presidential Townhall 
in Oct 2019: “AIDS is the gift that keeps on 
giving—to big pharma and the insurance 
industry. Truvada and similar prophylactic 
treatments are not cures for HIV. Pharma-
ceutical companies profit irrationally from 
HIV-positive Americans who depend on 
the medications forever. As president, how 
would you finance a cure and scale back the 
avarice of pharmaceutical companies?”

That same question can be directed to 
each of us who cares about advancing sci-
ence, global health equity, and the health of 
Black and LGBTQ communities. 

Rockefeller University alumnus and biotech 
inventor Kambiz Shekdar, Ph.D., is the 
president of Research Foundation to Cure 
AIDS and the science & LGBTQ editor at 
WestView News. To support RFTCA, go 
to https://rftca.org/. 
 
Ryan Downes is a freelance animator/mo-
tion graphics artist based in Los Angeles. 
To see more, go to https://www.rdownes.com 
or @slapdash.media on Instagram.   
 
Robert Galinsky is a poet, voice artist, and 
host of many local monthly arts and volun-
teer events. To learn more, email galinsky-
now@gmail.com. 
 
The Slap That Cured the World is a new 
animated short that aims to draw attention 
to the need to jump-start a globally accessible 
cure for AIDS. Photo credit: Ryan Downes. 
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Stonewall and Beyond
By  Robert Heide

The Stonewall uprising began under a full 
moon in the early morning hours of June 
28th, 1969. It followed a raid, generally a 
once a month activity for the TPF (Tacti-
cal Police Force) which usually ended af-
ter female police officers examined some 
of the ‘women’ and arrested those who 
weren’t. (It was illegal for people to wear 
clothes that did not fit their gender.) This 
night the customers of the bar who had 
been pushed out into the street did not 
disperse as they usually did; they remained 
on Christopher Street taunting the police. 
At one point, when a paddy wagon arrived, 
the crowd threw heavy metal garbage cans 
at the bar, breaking the windows and doors. 
Somewhere fires had been started. Over-
whelmed, the police retreated inside the 
bar and barricaded themselves. By then, 
the 6th precinct had responded and with 
sirens blaring, the street erupted into a full 
fledged riot which lasted for days. 

I was having a party that night, at my 
apartment on Christopher Street and we—
including my soulmate John, Lovin’ Spoon-
ful lead singer John Sebastian, neighbors 
Spoonful drummer Zalman Yanovsky and 
his girlfriend Jackie Burroughs, Margaret 
Wilcox, and Sally Kirkland—were listen-
ing to rock and roll at full volume. During 
a pause in the music we heard sirens and 
shouting and screaming and as it was about 
3 o’clock in the morning we turned off the 
music and went out into the street to see 
what was happening. Sheridan Square 
was a maelstrom of smoke and fire. From 
our position behind the fence in Chris-
topher Park we saw some of the action at 
the Stonewall, watching it like it was the 
storming of the Bastille. On the corner 
across from the Park were the offices of the 
Village Voice and our writer friend, Howard 
Smith, who wrote the Scenes column was 
burning the midnight oil. It seemed he 
had a spontaneous relationship with TPF 
Deputy Inspector Pine who had marshaled 
the raid and Smith followed him around 
taking notes for his next column. This is 
what he wrote:

“At one point after a cop was hit in the 
head, Inspector Pine asked me in a pater-
nal way if I wanted to come with them 
inside the Stonewall—I agreed—the cops 
looked very scared and I knew it would be 
safer after they barricaded the door; once 
inside they all pulled out their guns. At 
this point I wasn’t sure I was more afraid 
of the rioters than the cops. Pine glances 
over toward me. ‘Are you all right, How-
ard?’ I can’t believe what I am saying: ‘I’d 
feel a lot better with a gun.’ Finally, we 
hear the sirens of the backup from the 6th 
precinct and Pine who had been on the 
verge of shooting someone through the 
door said, ‘Put away the guns.’” Howard 
Smith’s remembrances were of a differ-
ent sort from Holly Woodlawn, one of 

the three drag superstars of Andy Warhol 
film fame, the others being Candy Darling 
and Jackie Curtis. In her autobiography A 
Low Life in High Heels Holly writes, “I ran 
into Miss Thing (Candy) at Judy Garland’s 
laying-out in a glass coffin, just like Snow 
White’s, at Campbell’s Funeral Home up-
town the day before the Stonewall riots. 
‘It’s such a shame,’ Candy said softly, wip-
ing a tear from her eye. ‘Judy, gone. It’s so 
sad.’ When I returned to the Stonewall the 
next night there was so much commotion 
—cops, smoke, bottles and rocks sailing 
through the air. I hear the raspy, swearing 
voice of a street queen named Crazy Syl-
via who had just broken a gin bottle over 
a cop’s head! A tall, skinny queen named 
Miss Marsha called to me from the crowd. 
‘Holly, girl, honey dawlin’, get over here, 
child! Mmmmm, girl, the queens are hold-
in’ the cops hostage. Here, have a drink!’ 
And she handed me a bottle in a rumpled 
brown bag. ‘Drink it, dawlin’, it’s the Pride 
of Cucamonga!’ And so I was introduced 
to the Pride of Cucamonga at only $2.98 
a gallon. Miss Marsha, who called herself 
Black Marsha, was the Hedda Hopper of 
Christopher Street, always in the know, 
doling out the filthiest tidbits of gossip I 
had ever heard. Once she had filled me in 
on what was happening, she snatched the 
cheap red wine out of my hand and headed 
straight for the police while ranting and 
raving, ‘Oh, dawlin’! Oh, honey! Let me 
tell you—.’ These were the Stonewall riots, 
and Miss Marsha was the debutante! It was 
a hot night, people were hopped up, Judy 
was dead, and the cops were out busting 
heads. Well, they went too far this time, 
and before they had a chance to get a grip 
on the situation it had snowballed into the 
gay movement. It was the first time Miss 

Marsha got on TV! Darling, she made 
the six o’clock news, and she appeared so 
worldly for a girl of the gutter. Even her 
wig was on straight.” (Editors Note: Mar-
sha “Pay it no mind” Johnson was pulled 
dead out of the Hudson in 1992. ‘Crazy 
Sylvia’—Sylvia Rivera—died of cancer in 
2002. They are both in line for a monu-
ment being planned in Greenwich Village 
in honor of their activism.)   

Stonewall became a symbol of resistance 
and the following year, on the anniversary 
of the riots, the first New York gay pride 
parade was held. Today, there are Gay Pride 
Parades in towns and cities in America and 
around the world. In 2015 the Supreme 
Court declared marriage was for everybody, 
period. In the final days of the Obama ad-
ministration, the first African-American 
president declared the Stonewall, Chris-
topher Park, and the streets around it The 
Stonewall National Monument. Following 
the sixties, in the decade of the 1970s there 
was another kind of American revolution 
going on, a sexual revolution being acted 
out in bars with dark back rooms and cel-
lars where groups of gay men congregated 
to indiscriminately play at sex, sex, and 
more sex. Along the waterfront in Green-
wich Village in the abandoned and dilapi-
dated piers was where more furtive sex took 
place. Danger was the name of the game, 
and many wound up in the river following 
anonymous sexual encounters. One of the 
most far-out places, just for men, was the 
Anvil—an after hours dive at 14th Street 
and the Hudson River where ‘the amazing 
Yuba’ consumed actual fire and Mr. Slit, 
wore only a silver lame jockstrap with a 
zipper and a miner’s hat with a searchlight 
cavorted on the bar top—attracting such as 
Princess Lee Radziwell ( Jackie O’s sister) 

accompanied by Truman Capote and the 
filmmaker Rainer Werner Fassbinder who 
was said to have flown in from Berlin for 
three days of debauchery. Other bars in 
that decade included Peter Rabbit, Keller 
Hotel Bar, Boots and Saddles, The Eagle, 
The International Stud, The Mineshaft, a 
very low place (obviously) called The Toi-
let, and more. 

After 1980—sometimes referred to as the 
‘AIDies’—with the arrival of AIDS, it was 
time to straighten up and fly right. Death 
was knocking at the door. The good-time 
party was over, and the cruising on Chris-
topher Street, the bathhouses, the discos 
with backrooms and after-hours all-night 
revelries at the river dives, gradually became 
no more than a memory as time moved on. 
In 1982 Hibiscus aka George Harris III, the 
leader of a crazy group called The Cock-
ettes––died of what they called GRID—
Gay Related Immuno Deficiency—at St. 
Vincent’s Hospital. No one knew what 
it was, but he was among the first 100 to 
die of what came to be known as AIDS—
Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome. 
Other of my old friends who died at St. 
Vincent’s numbered at least 50. The four 
Sisters of Charity who established in the 
mid-nineteenth century what came to be 
known as St. Vincent’s Hospital would have 
been proud to see how it almost single-
handedly served the Greenwich Village gay 
community in its biggest crisis.  

Robert Heide and John Gilman are the 
authors of Greenwich Village—a Primo 
Guide to Shopping, Eating, and Making 
Merry in True Bohemia which is available 
at Amazon as is Heide’s recently published 
Robert Heide 25 Plays. 

A SUNDAY AFTERNOON at The Stonewall Inn. Photo by Marina Walgenwitz.
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The LGBTQ+ Past, Present, and Future of St. John’s in the Village
By Fr. Graeme Napier

St John’s in the Village, the Episcopal church 
on the corner of West 11th Street and Wa-
verly Place, has a long history of LGBTQ+ 
rights and culture in Greenwich Village. As 
early as the 1940s, there were openly gay 
members of the Vestry.  Father Charles Graf 
became Rector in 1942 and recognized the 
opportunity for pastoral outreach and sought 
a ministry within the parameters of the 
Church’s teachings of his day.

Shortly after the Stonewall Riots in 
June 1969, St John’s hosted a civil rights 
meeting. Then on July 16 of that year the 
New York Mattachine Society (an early 
national gay rights organization) held a 
public meeting at St John’s that drew an 
audience of approximately 200 people.  
A poster announcing the event was also 
placed in the window of the Stonewall Bar, 
an event recorded in the PBS documentary 
The Stonewall Uprising. This meeting was a 
signal event indicating St John’s open and 
positive response.

In 1975, Fr. John Cannon became Rec-
tor of St. John’s and St John’s continued to 
be welcoming to the members of the gay 

and lesbian community, offering facilities 
to the Board of Integrity which sought 
an outreach to gay Episcopalians in New 
York.  St John’s had a significant LGBTQ+ 
membership during Fr. Cannon’s rector-
ship but later on in his rectorship, Fr. Tim-
othy Marshall was called as a curate at St. 
John’s. Father Marshall was openly gay and 
he and his partner lived in an apartment in 
the Rectory.

In 1988, a new Rector of St John’s 
stepped in, by the name of Fr. Lloyd Pra-
tor, who was the first openly gay rector in 
the entire Episcopal Diocese of New York. 
Under Fr. Prator’s leadership, St. John’s in 
the Village continued its social mission 
to the community. Throughout the years, 
activities and organizations have included 
the Caring Community which assisted 
the elderly; the Open Door AIDS Minis-
try a social group for gay adolescents; the 
Theatre Off Park & Rattlestick Theater; 
St John’s Pastoral Counseling Center; Al-
coholics Anonymous and many other 12-
step groups; and Dignity (worship for LG-
BTQ+ Roman Catholics).

Fr. Prator sponsored the People With 

AIDS Coalition, an organization which 
sought to empower people to articulate 
their needs, to lobby for assistance from 
governmental and private agencies, and 
to advocate for partners’ rights concern-
ing medical decisions and end of life care. 
This organization was already functioning 
and using parish facilities when Fr Pra-
tor arrived as rector; he then served on its 
board. In 1995, the Outreach Committee 
of St John’s observed that, although many 
services were available to people with 
AIDS, there was insufficient ministry to 
those seeking to reinvigorate their Chris-
tian faith and commitment. An assistant 
priest named Fr. Samuel Cross organized 
the ‘Open Door’ which addressed that very 
need. The Open Door staff believes that 
this program was unique in the city, per-
haps in the nation. St. John’s, in partnership 
with Reddin’s Funeral Home, also provid-
ed dignified church services and burials for 
non-parishioner victims of AIDS.

Fr. Graeme Napier, the present Rector, 
came to New York in May 2018 and began 
immediately to reinvigorate arts programs 
that the church offers to the Village com-

munity and the wider NYC area. This has 
involved the inclusion of LGBTQ+ musi-
cians, painters, photographers, composers, 
playwrights, and actors.

In the last Pride month before the pan-
demic, St John’s presented over twenty 
LGBTQ+ arts events (concert, plays, visual 
arts, and dance) in the month of June. 

St John’s arts programs have now re-
sumed in-person and the programing has 
taken up that mantle once more, and not 
only in the month of June.

St John’s year-round 12-step groups 
include specifically LGBTQ+-friendly 
groups: The Red Door (AA on Sunday, 
Thursday, and Friday evenings) and Crystal 
Meth Anonymous (on Thursday evenings).

St John’s this year on Pride Sunday ( June 
26) welcomes New York’s premier transex-
ual choir, TRANScend, the vocal ensemble 
of Odd Voices NYC, to sing the 11am 
sacred liturgy, which is followed by a wel-
come reception of drinks and lunch in the 
beautiful St Benedict’s Courtyard, a garden 
space kept open all Pride Sunday long to 
offer hospitality and respite to Pride-goers 
in the Village.

Pride in the 
Shadow of 
Roe v. Wade
By Bruce Poli

Marriage Equality … That is the singu-
lar most pronounced concept that defines 
progress in the gay rights movement, oth-
erwise known as LGBTQ+. It has been 53 
years since the Stonewall rebellion.

The two renowned Supreme Court cas-
es, United States v. Windsor (2013) and 
Obergefell v. Hodges (2015), have come 
to be known as the rallying cry for further 
progress—in the workplace, in the social 
landscape, and clearly for marginalized 
groups like the transgender community 
throughout the country and the world.

So, it is nothing short of a metaphoric 
tornado to hear that Roe v. Wade, a sis-
ter Supreme Court civil rights decision, 
will likely be overturned in this month of 
Pride 2022.

What in the world does this mean for 
all of us? It means our world is incredibly 
complicated and challenging, and that we 
are experiencing a time when everyone 
who wants progress in democracy, and for 
democracy to succeed, must work together.

We, in the West Village, celebrate our 
community hosting and promoting Pride 
and the LGBT civil rights movement (see 
WVN article, May 2015, “How the West Vil-
lage Brought Civil Rights to the World”).

It is incumbent upon us to support and 

promote abortion rights, as more than 70 
percent of the country approves of Roe v. 
Wade and the right to abortion.

Recently, I told Senator Kirsten Gilli-
brand: “Ask pro-lifers: how was your life as 
a fetus? Because if there is no conscious-

ness, there is no life…” “That’s a great 
thought!” she said. My reply: “Use It!” We 
need every tool we can get!

To continue protection and progress of 
LGBT and women’s and human rights 
around the world, we must use our minds, 

our voices, and our actions to work with 
our brothers and sisters for the progress 
and liberation of all human beings, and for 
diversity throughout the world.

Pride is actually a human revolution. Let 
us once again lead the way.

THE RAINBOW FLAG created by Gilbert Baker in 1978. Photo © Suzanne Poli.
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Thursday 2 June at 8pm

But Life Remains: a choral concert by Tapestry

Friday 3 June at 7.30pm Concert: Ancient Strings, Plucked and Bowed

Saturday 4 June at 9.30am Concert: Music on Six Strings

Saturday 4 June at 6pm Greek Independence Day Garden Party and Soirée

 Saturday 4 June at 8pm But Life Remains: a choral concert by Tapestry

Sunday 5 June at 11am Fourth Anniversary of the Rector’s Commencement

Sunday 5 June at 2.30pm Concert: The Studio of Irena Portenko

Tuesday 7 June at 5.30pm Opening Reception: Pride at Revelation Gallery:A group exhibition of works by LGBTQ+ artists.

Tuesday 7 June at 7.30pm The Lost Keys in Concert

 Thday 9 June at 8pm: North/South Chamber Orchestra in Concert 

 Friday 10 June at 7pm North Rivers Sings!

 Saturday 11 June at 6pm Concert: Lunigiana International Music Festival

Wednesday 15 June at 6.30pm Corpus Christi: Choral Service, Street Procession, Cook-Out: A sung service for the feast of Corpus 
Christi with Procession round the streets of the West Village, followed by a cook-out in the courtyard garden.

 Thursday 16 June at 7.30pm: Sound Off: Music for Bail 

Saturday 18 June at 5pm Ryan Closs in Concert

 Sunday 19 June at 11amChoral Eucharist for Juneteenth rfollowed by drinks and lunch in the courtyard garden.

Sunday 19 June at 3pm David Oei Classical Salon Series

Thursday 23 June at 6pm FireFLAG (NYC’s LGBTQ+ Fire-fighters association) 30th Anniversary Garden Party

 Friday 24 June at 5.30pm The Church Club of New York’s annual Evensong and Cook-Out

 Saturday 25 June at 1pm Maiko Hosoda in Concert

Saturday 25 June at 2pm Dignity NYC’s annual Pride Garden Party: Celebrate Pride Month with St John’s LGBTQ+ Roman Catholic 
friends.

Saturday 25 June at 8pm Cheryl Warfield in Concert

Sunday 26 June at 11am Choral Eucharist for Pride Sunday sung by TRANScend, NYC’s premier trans/gender-expansive choir,

followed by drinks and lunch in the courtyard garden.The courtyard remains open throughout the day for Pride-goers to take time out and 
R&R.

JUNE EVENTS:
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ACT-UP
https://actupny.org/
ACT UP — the AIDS Coalition To Unleash Power — is 
a diverse, non-partisan group of individuals, united 
in anger and committed to direct action to end the 
AIDS crisis. 

Affirmation: LGBTQ Mormons, Families & 
Friends
https://affirmation.org
Affirmation creates worldwide communities of safety, 
love, and hope for LGBTQIA+ current and former 
Latter-day Saints and for their family and friends.

Aid for AIDS 
https://aidforaids.org/
Founded in 1996, AID FOR AIDS (AFA) is a 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit organization committed to empowering both 
communities at risk of HIV and the general population.

AIDS Healthcare Foundation
https://ahf.org/
AHF Healthcare Services provides clients with ac-
cess to the additional specialists, medications, and 
services they need. 

Ali Forney Center
http://www.aliforneycenter.org
Our mission is to protect LGBTQ youths from the 
harms of homelessness and empower them with the 
tools needed to live independently. 

All Out Arts, Inc.
http://www.freshfruitfestival.com/
A non-profit producing the Fresh Fruit Festival: an-
nual Spring/Summer main-stage theatre festival, plus 
year round activities in poetry, seminars, graphic arts, 
dance, film and a developmental program for new 
and emerging LGBTQ works.

American Veterans For Equal Rights  
New York (AVERNY)
http://www.averny.tripod.com
The NY chapter of AVER, the LGBT veteran's service 
organization, is advocating for the rights and benefits 
of LGBT veterans and service members. 

amfAR
https://www.amfar.org/
amfAR’s mission is to end the global HIV/AIDS 
epidemic through innovative research.

Bailey House
https://www.baileyhouse.org/
Bailey House’s mission is to help transform the 
lives of people with or at risk of HIV/AIDS and other 
chronic illnesses through housing, health services, 
and community support.

Big Apple Performing Arts, Inc.
http://www.nycgmc.org/nycgmc-tonewall
Big Apple Performing Arts (BAPA) is the umbrella 
non-profit organization for New York City Gay Men's 
Chorus (NYCGMC), Youth Pride Chorus (YPC), and 
Tonewall, NYCGMC's a cappella group. 

Big Apple Softball League
http://bigapplesoftball.com/
Softball league for LGBTQIA+

Black AIDS Institute
https://blackaids.org/
Black AIDS Institute (BAI) is dedicated to ending the 
HIV/AIDS epidemic in the Black community.

Broadway Cares
https://broadwaycares.org/
To mobilize the unique abilities within the entertain-
ment industry to mitigate the suffering of individuals 
affected by HIV/AIDS.

Brooklyn Community Pride Center
http://www.lgbtbrooklyn.org
The Brooklyn Community Pride Center provides 
services and support to the borough's LGBT+ com-
munity through original programming and partner-
ships with exemplary organizations.

Callen Lorde
https://callen-lorde.org/
Callen-Lorde is the global leader in LGBTQ health 
care. Since the days of Stonewall, we have been 
transforming lives in LGBTQ communities through 
excellent comprehensive care, provided free of judg-
ment and regardless of ability to pay.

Caribbean Equality Project
http://caribbeanequalityproject.org
Caribbean Equality Project is a Queens, NY-based 
501(c)(3) non-profit community organization, com-
mitted to uplifting marginalized Caribbean LGBTQ+ 
voices.

College of Staten Island-LGBTQ Resource 
Center
https://www.csi.cuny.edu/about-csi/ 
diversity-csi/lgbtq-resource-center
The Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, and Ques-
tioning Resource Center is dedicated to improving the 
educational environment for LGBTQ students, faculty, 
staff, administrators, and alumnae by providing a safe 
space for LGBTQ community members and allies at 
the College of Staten Island.

Congregation Beit Semchat Torah (CBST)
https://cbst.org/
Congregation Beit Simchat Torah (CBST) is a vibrant 
spiritual community and a progressive voice within 
Judaism. 

DBGM, Inc.
http://dbgm.org
Primarily, DBGM advocates for greater mental health 
awareness impacting Black gay/same-gender-loving 
men to prevent their suicide.

Equality New York
https://www.equalityny.org/ 
Equality New York (EQNY) is a statewide advocacy 
organization working to advance equality and justice 
for LGBTQI New Yorkers and their families.

FireFLAG EMS
https://www.facebook.com/fireflag.ems  
Affinity group of LGBT firefighters, EMTs, and  
paramedics of the FDNY. 

Front Runners New York
http://www.frny.org
Front Runners New York (FRNY) is NYC's LGBT running 
club. FRNY's mission is to provide encouragement and 
support to LGBT adults and their supporters who are 
interested in running and related activities.

Gay & Lesbian Review
https://glreview.org/
The Gay & Lesbian Review / Worldwide (The G&LR) is 
a bimonthly magazine of history, culture, and politics 
targeting an educated readership of LGBT people, 
and their allies that publishes essays in a wide range 
of disciplines as well as reviews of books, movies, 
and plays.

Gay Men's Health Crisis (GMHC)
https://www.gmhc.org/
As the world’s first HIV/AIDS service organization, 
GMHC is working to end the AIDS epidemic and uplift 
the lives of all affected.

Gay Officers Action League
https://www.goalny.org/
The Gay Officers Action League (GOAL), is a first-of-its-
kind organization that was formed in 1982 to address 
the needs, issues, and concerns of gay and lesbian law 
enforcement personnel and has since expanded to a 
nonprofit tax-exempt civil rights organization. 

Gays Against Dorecher Towers
https://www.facebook.com/Gays-against-
Dorchester-Towers-110537227535547
Gays against Dorchester Towers supports LGBTIQ 
tenants' rights, protections, holding landlords ac-
countable who use illegal tactics to harass tenants.

God’s Love We Deliver
https://glwd.org
God's Love We Deliver cooks and home-delivers 2.5 mil-
lion medically tailored meals to people living with serious 
illness, such as HIV/AIDS, cancer, and many more.

Empire City Men’s Chorus
http://www.empirecitymenschorus.org
A dues-paying organization of 30+ members who 
embody diversity in age, sexual orientation, culture, 
and gender expression. 

Harlem Pride
https://harlempride.org
Our mission is to empower Harlem's SGL/LGBTQ 
community (which includes, family, friends, and allies) 
to improve its physical, mental, and economic health 
and wellness.

Harlem United
https://www.harlemunited.org/
For the last 30 years, Harlem United has worked 
tirelessly to address the issues and concerns of 
underserved communities in New York City. 

Heritage of Pride / NYC Pride
http://nycpride.org
Heritage of Pride works toward a future without 
discrimination where all people have equal rights 
under the law. 

Hetrick-Martin Institute
https://www.hmi.org
Hetrick-Martin creates a safer environment for 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and questioning 
(LGBTQ) youth between the ages of 13 and 24 and 
their families through a comprehensive package of 
direct services and referrals.

Housing Works
https://www.housingworks.org/
Housing Works is a healing community of people 
living with and affected by HIV/AIDS. Our mission 
is to end the dual crises of homelessness and AIDS 
through relentless advocacy, the provision of lifesav-
ing services, and entrepreneurial businesses that 
sustain our efforts.

Immigration Equality
https://www.immigrationequality.org
Immigration Equality is the nation's leading LGBTQ 
and HIV-positive immigrant rights organization.

JQY (Jewish Queer Youth)
http://www.jqyouth.org
JQY supports and empowers at-risk LGBTQ Jewish 
youth. We specialize in providing crisis support, social 
services, and community resources to teens from 
Orthodox, Chasidic, and Sephardi/Mizrahi homes. Our 
core programming includes a weekly teen Drop-in 
Center, our crisis line, check-ins with our specially 
trained social workers, and more.

Lambda Legal
https://www.lambdalegal.org/
Lambda Legal, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit, is a national orga-
nization committed to achieving full recognition of the 
civil rights of lesbians, gay men, bisexuals, transgender 
people and everyone living with HIV through impact 
litigation, education and public policy work. 

Latino Commission on AIDS
https://www.latinoaids.org/
In response to the critical, unmet need for HIV 
prevention and care for Latinos, a coalition of Latino 
leaders founded the agency in 1990. 

Lesbian Herstory Archives
http://lesbianherstoryarchives.com
For almost 50 years the Archives has been gathering, 
preserving and sharing material about Lesbian com-
munities, cultures and lives. 

Leslie-Lohman Museum of Art
https://www.leslielohman.org
A platform for artistic exploration through multi-facet-
ed queer perspectives. We embrace the power of the 
arts to inspire, explore, and foster understanding of 
the rich diversity of LGBTQI+ experiences.

LGBT Bar Association of New York (LeGaL)
https://www.lgbtbarny.org
Through the LeGaL Foundation, the organization pro-
vides vital legal services to thousands of members of 
the LGBT community each year and hosts a network 
of free weekly walk-in legal clinics, anchored by the 
flagship at Manhattan's LGBT Community Center.

LGBT Cancer Project
https://lgbtcancer.org
The National LGBT Cancer Project is the world's first 
nonprofit to provide advocacy and psycho-social sup-
port for Gay, Lesbian, Transgender and Bisexual people.

Live Out Loud
https://www.liveoutloud.info/
Live Out Loud provides educational opportunities to 
LGBTQ+ and Ally Students to gain a greater under-
standing and perspective of the history, leaders and 
current challenges the LGBTQ+ Community faces. 

National Equality Action Team (NEAT)
http://www.theNEAT.org
The National Equality Action Team (NEAT) builds col-
laborative actions and partnerships so anyone, any-
where, can fight for LGBTQ+ Justice everywhere. We 
believe in education and advocacy that is grassroots, 
intersectional, locally driven, and accessible.

LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS WORKING ON BEHALF OF THE LGBTQ COMMUNITY  WestView News is pleased to highlight the work 

of a diversity of organizations and community groups working on behalf of the LGBTQ and broader community. Our list includes everything 
from human rights organizations to film festivals to youth and college groups. While most of these groups are local, we also included a few 
organizations from outside the city who contacted us. We hope you find something you love to participate in or support this Pride!

PRIDE
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National LGBT Chamber of Commerce  
New York (nglccNY)
http://www.nglccny.org
The National LGBT Chamber of Commerce New York 
provides its members with transformational network-
ing and educational opportunities that increase the fi-
nancial, intellectual, and social capital of the Lesbian, 
Gay, Bisexual and Transgender business community.

New Alternatives
https://www.newalternativesnyc.org
New Alternatives is a drop-in center dedicated to the 
care and well-being of LGBTQ+ homeless youth and 
young adults. 

New York Association for Gender Rights  
Advocacy (NYAGRA)
https://transgenderrights.org/
The New York Association for Gender Rights Advo-
cacy (NYAGRA) advocates for freedom of gender 
identity and expression for all and provides trans-
gender sensitivity training to health care and social 
service providers, government agencies, corporations 
and community-based organizations.

New York City Anti-Violence Project
https://avp.org
The New York City Anti-Violence Project (AVP) sup-
ports LGBTQ and HIV-affected survivors through free 
counseling, legal services, advocacy and education. 

New York Transgender Advocacy Group
http://nytag.org
The New York Transgender Advocacy Group is a 
Trans-led organization. 

New York University LGBTQ+ Center
https://www.nyu.edu/lgbtq
The NYU LGBTQ+ Center creates a welcoming environ-
ment for NYU students, faculty, staff, and alumni to 
develop their understanding of and engage with LGBTQ+ 
communities through programs, events, learning and 
development, support, consultation, and resource sharing.

NewFest
http://www.newfest.org
Since 1988, NewFest has given voice and visibility to 
the full scope of the LGBTQ experience through films 
and programs that entertain, educate, and empower. 

NYC Dyke March
https://www.nycdykemarch.com/
The March is a demonstration of our First Amend-
ment right to protest and takes place without permits 
or sponsors. 

NYPD LGBTQ Outreach Unit
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/nypd/bureaus/ 
administrative/lgbt-outreach.page
Committed to building the relationship with the 
LGTBQ community and the NYPD though: senior 
safety presentations; youth workshops; providing 
informational materials at fairs and events; and col-
laboration with other city agencies.

NYU OUTLaw
https://www.law.nyu.edu/ 
studentorganizations/outlaw
Student organization for Lesbian, Gay, Trans, Gender-
Nonconforming, Intersex, Asexual, Questioning and 
allied students at NYU School of Law.

NYU Queer Union
https://www.facebook.com/qunion.nyu
Queer Union is a student ran organization under the 
NYU LGBTQ+ Student Center. 

Out Professionals
http://outprofessionals.org
Out Professionals is the nation's leading nonprofit net-
working and social organization for LGBTQ Professionals. 

Pace University’s LGBTQA Center
https://www.pace.edu/lgbtqa-center
The Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Queer/
Questioning & Ally (LGBTQA) Center at Pace Univer-
sity exists to create campus environments that are 

inclusive and supportive of LGBTQA+ student, staff 
and faculty through advocacy, education, activism, 
programming and a commitment to social justice.

Parity
https://parity.nyc/
Parity bridges the LGBTQ+ and faith divide through 
NYC and national programs and projects including 
addressing LGBTQ+ youth homelessness, suicide pre-
vention, family strengthening, advocacy and education.

PFLAG NYC
https://www.pflagnyc.org
PFLAG NYC builds Loving Families, Safe Schools, and 
Inclusive Communities. We help families stay close and 
keep relationships strong when a child comes out. 

Pride Center of Staten Island
http://www.pridecentersi.org/
Provides LGBTQ+ individuals and families direct local 
access to culturally competent, LGBTQ+ friendly ser-
vices, programs, events, and activities that promote 
physical, mental, emotional health and well-being.

Princess Janae Place Inc.
http://www.princessjanaeplace.org
The mission of Princess Janae Place is to help 
people of trans experience maximize their full 
potential as they transition from homelessness to 
independent living. 

Q Clinic       https://qclinic.org/
Q Clinic provides free primary care tailored to serve 
the needs of the LGBTQ+ community. 

Q-Wave      https://www.q-wave.org/
Q-Wave is a grassroots organization of lesbian, 
bisexual, queer women, trans women, trans men, 
and gender non-conforming/non-binary/trans folks of 
Asian and Pacific Islander descent. 

Queens Center for Gay Seniors
https://www.qchnyc.org/
Queens Community House provides individuals and 
families with the tools to enrich their lives and build 
healthy, inclusive communities. 

Queer Detainee Empowerment  
Project (QDEP)
http://www.qdep.org
Assists LGBTQI+ immigrants who are currently in de-
tention centers, those that have been recently released 
from detention centers, and those at risk of entering.

Queer Liberation March
https://reclaimpridenyc.org/
The Reclaim Pride Coalition stands by the tag, “No 
corps, no cops, no bs!”

Queer Urban Orchestra
https://www.queerurbanorchestra.org
The Queer Urban Orchestra (QUO) is a musical 
organization dedicated to the promotion of fine arts in 

the New York City metropolitan area.

Rainbow Heights Club
http://rainbowheights.org
Rainbow Heights Club offers socialization, support 
and peer advocacy for LGBTQ adults living with 
mental illness.

Renewal Care
https://www.renewalcare.org/
Renewal Care is a social enterprise providing holistic, 
person-centered homecare services to individuals liv-
ing with Alzheimer's disease and related dementias. 

RUSA LGBT – Russian-American LGBTIQ+  
Association
https://rusalgbtq.org/
RUSA LGBT organizes social events to increase ac-
ceptance and inclusion of LGBTIQ+ people within the 
Russian-speaking public, fights for human and civil 
rights for LGBTIQ+ people, advocates for justice for 
asylum seekers and for equality worldwide.

Research Foundation to Cure AIDS 
https://rftca.org/ 
RFTCA is an alliance of leaders from diverse fields 
who are developing a cure for aids that is accessible 
and affordable for those in need worldwide.

SAGE
https://sageusa.org
SAGE leads in addressing issues related to lesbian, 
gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) aging through 
providing direct services, care management, and 
advocacy. Learn more at sageusa.org.

Sylvia Rivera Law Project
https://srlp.org/
The Sylvia Rivera Law Project (SRLP) works to guar-
antee that all people are free to self-determine their 
gender identity and expression, regardless of income 
or race, and without facing harassment, discrimina-
tion, or violence. 

Sylvia’s Place
http://www.mccny.org/mccnycharities.html
A safe space for LGBTQI+ and low-income New 
Yorkers, providing services that help individuals and 
families thrive. Our services include a homeless 
youth shelter, food pantry with daily lunch service 
and weekly grocery distribution, as well as a clothing 
closet, HIV testing and ESAP program.

The Campbell Foundation 
https://www.campbellfoundation.net/
Our goal is to one day find a cure.

The Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual & Transgender  
Community Center (The Center)
https://gaycenter.org/
Founded 1983. Leading multi-service nonprofit operates 
more than 30 programs, including cultural, recreational, 
advocacy, youth, recovery, mental health services. 

The Gatekeepers Collective, Inc.
http://www.thegatekeeperscollective.com
The Gatekeepers Collective (TGC) is a resiliency 
enhancement network of same gender loving (SGL), 
gay, Queer, and bisexual African descended men who 
facilitate identity reformation, empowerment, health 
promotion and wellness.

The GLBT Project
http://www.theglbtproject.org
501(c)3 organization with a mission to increase aware-
ness of LGBT intimate partner violence and substance 
abuse. We provide referral services, resources for 
education, substance abuse, DV, mental health, etc.

The Richard C. Failla LGBTQ Commission of the 
New York Courts
http://ww2.nycourts.gov/ip/LGBTQ/index.shtml
The Richard C. Failla LGBTQ Commission of the New 
York State Courts is dedicated to promoting equal 
participation and access throughout the court system 
by all persons regardless of sexual orientation, 
gender identity, or gender expression. 

The Trevor Project
https://www.thetrevorproject.org/
Founded in 1998 by the creators of the Academy 
Award?-winning short film TREVOR, The Trevor 
Project is the leading national organization providing 
crisis intervention and suicide prevention services to 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer & question-
ing (LGBTQ) young people under 25.

TransNewYork
https://transnewyork.org/
TransNewYork’ mission is to educate, empower, and 
enhance the lives of Transgender, Gender Non-con-
forming and Non-binary Individuals globally through 
advocacy, community visibility, human and social 
services, advance knowledge, and lifelong learning 
development of self.

Tyler Clementi 
https://tylerclementi.org/
The Tyler Clementi Foundation was founded by the 
Clementi family to prevent bullying through inclusion 
and the assertion of dignity and acceptance as a way to 
honor the memory of Tyler: a son, a brother, and a friend.

Youth Pride Chorus
https://youthpridechorus.org/
Youth Pride Chorus harnesses the power of the 
performing arts to galvanize lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender, and straight young people ages 13-22 
as agents of change.

Victory Fund
https://victoryfund.org/
LGBTQ Victory Fund works to achieve and sustain 
equality by increasing the number of openly LGBTQ 
elected officials at all levels of government while 
ensuring they reflect the diversity of those they serve.

“A delightful group portrait of the West Village as  
it has been and can be. These stories may make 
many others wish they could live and create in the 
Village as well!”—Kirkus Reviews

“A celebratory collection! Minichiello lets each 
subject’s spirit shine through in their own words, 
and lovers of New York history will find inspiration 
and insight in these profiles of West Village 
residents.”—BookLife Reviews, Editor’s Pick

Published by Woodwrit, Inc. Editions  
Available online and at  
Three Lives & Company 
238 West 10th Street, NYC

ON  
SALE 
NOW!
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Disney World Comes to Hudson Square
By Brian J Pape, AIA

Don’t expect a fantastical castle or Future-
World theme park for the new Walt Dis-
ney Company headquarters for New York. 
Don’t even expect a ‘reimagineered’ indus-
trial loft building, like the ones it replaces 
on Hudson Street and Varick Street.

 In fact, the recently topped off structure, 
labeled 4 Hudson Square and alternatively 
as 137 Varick Street, has partially installed 
facades that show what it will look like al-
ready. The dark green terra cotta trim on 
the orthogonal grid surrounds louvers and 
large glazing panels, climbing up to its final 
22-story height, could easily be placed any-
where in midtown Manhattan or down-
town Brooklyn. This new office building 
is custom designed by SOM architects and 
engineers for Disney, although it is devel-
oped by Silverstein Properties, of World 
Trade Center fame. Lower level floors will 
be as large as 85,000 square feet, and there 
will be some retail storefronts.

Disney has reportedly paid Trinity  
Church $650M for a 99-year land lease of 
the site. Larry Silverstein purchased Dis-
ney’s ABC West Side complex near Lin-
coln Center for $1.15 billion in 2018, tak-
ing possession when the Disney building 
is occupied sometime next year, and hope-
fully develop luxury condos there.  Dis-
ney CEO Robert Iger’s bet was that a 1.2 
million-square-foot broadcast complex of 
technologically advanced facilities in Hud-
son Square will pay off.

Hudson Square, once known as the 
Printing District, historically had large 
buildings which housed printing presses. 
As the internet moved traditional publish-
ing to digital communications, companies 
repurposed the expansive spaces. With 
sizable floor plates, these buildings pro-
vided value-added space attracting TAMI 
(technology, advertising, media and infor-
mation) companies. For developers and 
large corporations, the large loft buildings 
of Hudson Square are great for expanding 
businesses, or for new buildings, with the 
as-of-right density and existing transpor-
tation systems. Let’s review recent devel-
opments.

Hudson Square Connection is a BID 
implementing ‘Hudson Square is Now’, a 
$27 million neighborhood beautification 
plan that will result in more and better 
open spaces, hundreds more trees, and a 
safer and more welcoming pedestrian en-
vironment. 

Trinity Real Estate’s Hudson Square 
portfolio is reportedly worth almost $4 bil-
lion. Trinity land holdings extend all the 
way up to Christopher Street. 

Google, the search engine tech giant 

plans to invest $1 billion in creating a 
1.7 million-square-foot campus, they call 
Google Hudson Square. Google’s tak-
ing up almost a half million square feet 
in Hudson Square in Q4 2018, pushed 
the submarket’s availability from 14.3% 
to 6.9%.. At St. John’s Terminal, located 
at 550 Washington Street, they have 1.3 
million square feet for 8,500 more Google 
employees. Google’s current NY headquar-
ters at 111 8th Avenue, was purchased in 
2010 for $1.9B for 2.9M SF, one of Man-
hattan’s largest buildings. Across the street, 
Google’s $2.4 billion purchase of Chelsea 
Market, with plans to add 300,000 square 
feet to the full-block conglomeration of 
former Nabisco bakery buildings, will 
house 7,000 Googlers eventually, but will 
keep the retail storefronts. In another for-
mer Nabisco building at 85 10th Avenue, 
Google has leased 240K SF of office space. 

We also reported on the 320,000 square 
feet to be leased at Pier 57, a landmarked 
wharf restoration at 15th Street.

555 Greenwich Street is beginning a 
260,000-square-foot, 19-story office build-
ing between King and Charleton Streets., 
with a matching overall height and aligned 
floor levels of its ‘sister’ neighbor, allowing 
for continuous office floors between the 
two buildings, except for the second floor 
above retail at the ground floor. 

An enlargement of 60 Charlton Street, 
by HOK started in 2018, will yield a 
12-story retail and office building  for-
merly known as 163 Varick Street, keeping 
the existing six stories of masonry. Kenneth 
Aschendorf of APF Properties is respon-
sible for the development, after purchasing 
the lot for $65 million in July 2017. The 
191-foot tall structure will yield 97,700 
square feet within. Terraces will be created 

on the ninth, eleventh, and twelfth floors. 
Parking for bicycles and 11 cars will be in-
cluded on site.  

Residential developments in Hudson 
Square will help absorb some of the de-
mand from thousands of new employ-
ees in the various commercial buildings. 
Trinity already has city approval to build 
a 430-foot-tall, 300,000-square-foot resi-
dential building at Canal, Grand and Var-
ick Streets, its so-called 2 Hudson Square 
site, which will include a 444-seat public 
school at its base.

An affordable housing lottery on NYC 
Housing Connect for 17 units for residents 
at 40 to 130 percent of the area median in-
come (AMI), was launched for 102 Charl-
ton Street, a 21-story residential building 
in Hudson Square. Designed by Ismael 
Leyva Architects and developed by La-
lezarian Properties, the structure yields 61 
residences. 

At 110 Charlton Street, a new 30-sto-
ry tower will provide a mix of 170 condo 
apartments.

100 Vandam Street, on the corner just 
a block south of 561 Greenwich Street, 
housed a red brick warehouse that was 
of the first generation of large industrial 
buildings developed on the undesirable 
marshy land along the Hudson River in 
the 1800s. Without landmark or historic 
district protection, this fine craftsman 
structure could have easily been lost entire-
ly. Owner/developer Jeff Greene worked 
with COOKFOX Architects to design the 
25-story, 70-unit condo.

Plans have been approved for the first 
ever skyscraper in the West Village, Clark-
son Square, designed by COOKFOX 
Architects. Clarkson Square will be two 
gigantic towers, 430 feet high—the tall-
est buildings along our west shore—in a 
mixed-use development of 1.7 million SF 
with 1,586 units, filling the entire block 
from Houston Street to Clarkson Street 
and from Washington Street to West 
Street, closely adjacent to Hudson Square. 

One would not know there was ever a 
pandemic slowdown in NYC to judge by 
these many developments.

Brian J. Pape is a citizen architect in pri-
vate practice, serving on the Manhattan 
District 2 Community Board Landmarks 
Committee and Quality of Life Committee 
(speaking solely in a personal, and not an 
official capacity), Co-chair of the American 
Institute of Architects NY Design for Ag-
ing Committee, is a member of AIANY His-
toric Buildings and Housing Committees, is 
LEED-AP “Green” certified, and is a jour-
nalist specializing in architecture subjects.  

VARICK STREET LOOKING SOUTH TOWARD SPRING STREET, with the Disney headquar-
ters’ top steel complete and façade panels being installed. Credit: Brian J Pape, AIA
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Then&Now:
5th Avenue and Houston Street

By Brian J Pape, AIA, LEED-AP

THEN: What, South 5th Avenue? Yes, in 
1886,  when manufacturing loft buildings 
were still being built of brick, the Baker, 
Smith & Co., producers of steam heating 
& ventilation car warmers, etc., proudly 
advertised their wares to passers-by on the 
street and on the elevated railroad cars. Mr. 
William C. Baker had improved on Mr. 
Stephen J. Gold’s 1854 low-pressure steam 
apparatus invention, by adding ventilation 
to the system. 

This handsome masonry structure fea-
tures simplified stone lintels and sills of the 
Anglo-Italianate style, considered ‘modern’ 
at the time, and a cornice of corbeled brick, 
not as elaborate as the deeper Italianate 
cornices prevalent at the time. The ground 
floor bays with taller ceiling height allowed 
delivery doors and showroom offices to 
dominate the street. The smaller series of 
chimneys indicate the modern steam heat 
radiation system used to heat the building.

Note that this photographic view is from 
the elevated tracks (also no longer exist-
ing) on Houston Street and show trolley 
car tracks on Fifth Avenue. Furthermore, 
there is photographic evidence of the older 
Greek Revival rowhouse structures to the 
north (left in the photo) and Second Em-
pire French rowhouses to the east (right 

in the photo), as well as other larger loft 
buildings in the background.

The cast-iron-fronted loft buildings of 
the future SOHO neighborhood would 
develop just south of this block. Hous-
ton Street of this era was standard street 
width, not the double divided thorough-
fare of today.
Text & Photo credit: King’s Handbook of 
New York City, Second Edition, 1893.

NOW: This matching view, although from the 
sidewalk of West Broadway (renamed from 
South 5th Avenue) instead of the elevated 
tracks, shows the existing NYU residential 
complex. In 1953 the Mayor’s Commission 
on Slum Clearance designated three super-
blocks in the Greenwich Village area for re-
development, with the lower (southern) two 
superblocks sold to the Washington Square 
Village Corporation. However, poor sales of 
apartments in the central superblock’s  build-
ings led the Corporation to sell the southern-
most superblock to NYU in 1960. This be-
came part of a NYU program, started in the 
1950s to transform itself from a commuter 
college to a residential college centered in 
Greenwich Village.

In 1960 NYU hired I. M. Pei & Associ-
ates, later known as Pei Cobb Freed & Part-
ners, to design the complex. The finalized 

plan was completed in October 1966. The 
complex consists of three nearly identical 
thirty-story cast-in-place concrete tow-
ers arranged in a pinwheel plan around a 
100-foot-square courtyard. Together the 
three brutalist towers have 535 apartments, 
broken up into one-, two- and three-bed-
room units. The concrete around the en-
trances was bush-hammered to partially 
expose the aggregate in the concrete. 

As part of the sale, NYU was required 
to develop 175 units of low-income 
housing on the site, so the tower at 505 
LaGuardia Place would become a co-
op under the Mitchell-Lama program, 
while 100 and 110 Bleecker Street would 
become apartments for NYU faculty and 
graduate students. 

In 2008 the city Landmarks Preserva-
tion Commission designated the three 
towers and the central courtyard as a His-
toric Landmark, effectively ending NYU’s 
plan of adding a 40-story tower as part of 
its NYU 2031 plan, calling for a total of 
1.9 million square feet of new residential, 
academic, office and other space. In January 
2014, New York State Supreme Court Jus-
tice Donna Mills blocked much of the plan. 

In the courtyard at the center of the com-
plex is a 36-foot-high sculpture known as 
the Bust of Sylvette, created by the Nor-

wegian artist Carl Nesjär in 1968, done 
in collaboration with Pablo Picasso, who 
had created a two-foot-high version of the 
sculpture in folded metal in 1954. Picasso 
was living in south France when he met the 
20-year-old Sylvette David, who would be-
come the subject for over 40 pieces of art-
work he produced during 1954. The Nesjär 
sculpture is noted for its use of the beto-
grave technique of sandblasting concrete 
to create different textures and received a 
New York State Award in 1969. The sand-
blasted concrete compliments the bush-
hammered concrete on the high-rises.

Photo: Brian J Pape, AIA. Text sourced 
from Wikipedia.

Brian J. Pape is a citizen architect in 
private practice, serving on the Manhattan 
District 2 Community Board Landmarks 
Committee and Quality of Life Com-
mittee (but speaking solely in a personal, 
and not an official capacity), Co-chair of 
the American Institute of Architects NY 
Design for Aging Committee, is a member 
of AIANY Historic Buildings and Hous-
ing Committees, is LEED-AP “Green” 
certified, and is a journalist specializing in 
architecture subjects.    
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Operation Overlord: 

The Day that Changed the Tide
By Anastasia Kaliabakos

Some say that students interested in history go through dif-
ferent phases of obsessing over wars and battles. For instance, 
some students may be intrigued by the American Civil War 
or the French Revolution or the First World War. Another 
common topic of interest is World War Two, since it is rela-
tively close to us in time and has been extensively studied 
and discussed, which has subsequently led to an abundance 
of scholarship to read and peruse. I personally went through 
my Second World War phase in middle school, since my 
history teacher from 6th-8th grade was well-versed in all 
things pertaining to that area. At one point, I had memo-
rized over 50 battles and operations that took place over the 
course of the war, fascinated by the fights that ensued in 
Operation Sea Lion, Roundup, Torch, Sledgehammer, Go-
morrah, and others. However, I was most intrigued, proud 
of, and saddened by Operation Overlord, otherwise known 
as D-Day. Every year, I personally commemorate D-Day 
by posting about it on social media to raise awareness for 
the bravery of the allied soldiers who gave their lives for 
freedom and liberty against the Axis Powers. 

Operation Overlord began on June 6, 1944 when about 
156,000 American, British, and Canadian forces landed 
on five beaches along the coast of France’s Normandy re-
gion. This invasion was one of the largest “amphibious” 
military attacks in history, requiring extensive planning on 
the part of the Allied commanders. Before the invasion, 
the Allies conducted a large-scale deception campaign that 
was meant to mislead the German forces about what area 
they were going to target. Then, by late August 1944, all 
of northern France had been liberated, and in the spring 
of 1945, the Allies had officially defeated the Germans. 
Consequently, the Normandy landings of 1944 have been 
called the beginning of the end of war in Europe.

After World War II broke out in 1939, Germany invaded 
and occupied northwestern France. They maintained a strong 
hold over this area for several years since the Allied forces 
could not come together to liberate France. The United States 
entered the war in December 1941 after the Japanese forces 
bombed Pearl Harbor and by 1942, the U.S. forces along with 
the British army decided that it was time to come together 
to free northwestern France. The Allies planned for a trans-
English Channel invasion, but were careful to not disclose 
exactly where they planned to initially strike. Adolf Hitler 
himself was aware of their plans, and put Erwin Rommel in 
charge of strategizing a defense operation in the region, with-
out having exact knowledge of where and when to expect the 
enemy. To overcome this obstacle, Hitler instructed Rommel 
to oversee the construction of the Atlantic Wall, which was 
a 2,400 mile long fortification of bunkers, mines, and other 
traps, both on land and sea. 

On the other side, General Dwight D. Eisenhower of 
the United States was put in charge of the Allied attack, 
termed Operation Overlord. In the months leading up to 
D-Day, the Allies, under General Eisenhower, carried out 
a massive operation of deception in an attempt to make 
the Germans think the main invasion target was Pas-de-
Calais, which was the narrowest point between Britain and 
France, instead of Normandy. This was a tactical decision 
to steer most of the German forces away, clearing the path 
for American, British, and other Allied soldiers. Addition-
ally, they falsely led the Germans to believe that Norway 
and other various locations were potential targets for the 
invasion. Much effort and strategy went into planting the 
seeds of deception, since the operation was so high-risk 
for the Allies. A “phantom army” led by George Patton 

was said to be based in England across from the decoy 
target, Pas-de-Calais, in order to confuse the Nazis and 
lead them astray. Double agents were also vital for feed-
ing information to the enemy, along with fraudulent radio 
transmissions that were sent in misleading code.

Eisenhower initially chose June 5, 1944, as the date for 
the invasion; however, bad weather on the days leading up 
to the operation caused it to be delayed by one day. On the 
morning of June 5th, with the go-ahead from a meteorolo-
gist who predicted better weather conditions for the next 
day, Eisenhower commenced the beginning stages of Op-
eration Overlord. He told his troops: “You are about to em-
bark upon the Great Crusade, toward which we have striven 
these many months. The eyes of the world are upon you.” 
This was a high pressure mission, and Eisenhower’s words 
were true: the fate of the war basically was in their hands. 
Eisenhower was worried about the results of the battle, 
since they were facing a highly-defended and well-prepared 
enemy. If the Allies could not secure a strong foothold on 
D-Day, they would be ordered into a full retreat, and he 
would subsequently be forced to make a public statement. 
He famously drafted a letter, which said “Our landings in 
the Cherbourg-Havre area have failed to gain a satisfactory 
foothold and I have withdrawn the troops. My decision to 
attack at this time and place was based upon the best infor-
mation available. The troops, the air and the Navy did all 
that bravery and devotion to duty could do. If any blame or 
fault attaches to the attempt it is mine alone.”

Later that day, on June 5th, over 5,000 ships and land-
ing craft carrying troops and supplies were transported 
across the English Channel to France. At the same time, 
more than 11,000 aircraft were mobilized for the invasion. 
By dawn on June 6th, thousands of paratroopers and glider 
troops already were on the ground behind enemy lines The 
invasions by sea began at 6:30 a.m. By the end of the day, ap-
proximately 156,000 Allied troops had successfully stormed 
Normandy’s beaches. It is estimated that more than 4,000 
Allied troops lost their lives in the D-Day invasion. Thou-
sands more were wounded or went missing.

Less than a week later, on June 11th, the beaches were 
fully secured. Over 326,000 troops had landed at Norman-

dy. The Germans suffered from confusion in the absence 
of commander Rommel, who was away, since they did not 
know the Allies would be attacking in that region. Hitler 
himself even initially believed that the invasion was itself 
an attempt to distract the Germans from a coming attack 
north of the Seine River and therefore actually refused to 
provide backup to join the counterattack. Consequently, the 
necessary reinforcements had to be called from farther away, 
causing fatal delays. The Allied air support was also detri-
mental to the Germans, since they destroyed many impor-
tant bridges by air, forcing the German reinforcements to 
figure out alternate routes to Normandy.

In the weeks after D-Day, the Allies fought tooth and 
nail across the Normandy countryside, facing a determined 
German resistance and a dense, swampy landscape. How-
ever, by the end of June, the Allies had seized the port of 
Cherbourg, and landed about 850,000 men and 150,000 ve-
hicles in Normandy. By the end of August 1944, the Allies 
had reached the Seine River, Paris was finally liberated from 
the Axis forces, and the Germans had effectively been re-
moved from northwestern France. The Battle of Normandy 
was over, allowing the Allied forces to enter Germany itself. 

World War II was one of the bloodiest wars in history. 
However, battles like D-Day remain testaments to the te-
nacity of human strength and will. Additionally, D-Day 
not only paved the way for the defeat of the Axis powers, 
but it also set up General Eisenhower to become one of 
the most effective and important presidents in the history 
of the United States. So this year, on June 6th, be sure to 
remember the glorious history of D-Day, and to be grateful 
for the sacrifices made on the fateful beaches of Normandy.

Anastasia (Stacey) Kaliabakos is a graduate of the Brearley 
School and is currently a Dana Scholar at the College of the 
Holy Cross majoring in Classics and Philosophy. She is an 
opinions editor for Holy Cross’ newspaper, The Spire, editor-
in-chief of the Parnassus Classical Journal, and an avid 
matcha latte consumer. Anastasia has been featured in NEO 
Magazine and The National Herald and has contributed to 
WestView News since 2018.

OMAHA BEACH ON D-DAY. Photographed by Robert F. Sargent, via Wikipedia.
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Sharing concerns helps us to identify them and eases 
the stress of considering them and just maybe leads 
us toward a collective solution.

So when COVID 19 closed the restaurant doors 
and eliminated hundreds of jobs the City offered the 
street shed solution and they—the sheds—quickly 
proliferated but they, as most of us agree, are ugly. 
They are so ugly that they quickly attracted the vi-
sual contempt of the graffiti "artist" who confirms 
the visual insult with his even more insulting signa-
ture. We discovered the sheds when we walked out 
on the street but we may not have confirmed our 
collective contempt for them until we read our own 
feelings echoed in the Letters to the Editor of West 
View News.

As letter after letter complaining about the sheds 
appeared and still appear we have a reason to have 
our very own newspaper—we can talk to each other.

But newspapers printed on paper are very expen-
sive and that is why they are all going out of busi-
ness—even the Times had to sell their brand new 
headquarters and rent their offices back.

WestView is the last printed paper in the Village—
the very last—and yet it is 20 years old.

But boasting about WestView as costs and debt go 
up is a very, very idle effort.

Your world and mine will not come to an end if West-
View, like all the others, goes online only, but I for one 
would very much like to save the paper edition.

OK, and here we ask for your help—we need money.
It would be great if the man who bought the Mets 

and will soon be living on Perry and West Street 
would write out a check for less than the salary of 

the Bat Boy but that may not happen.
No, I am afraid to keep getting a printed-on-paper 

copy of WestView without incurring the increasing 
guilt of picking up a free copy is up to you to some 
how to some degree pay for it.

We have a new platform—something called PA-
TREON—which enables readers to become monthly 
patrons and subscribers to WestView for as little as 
$10 per month. You may also offer $25, $50, $100, 
$500 or even $1000 per month to help us cover 
our monthly printing costs and to satisfy your read-
ing pleasure, to inform and to stimulate you. This will 
empower our community. 

GO TO www.patreon.com/Westview

Click on one of the links for monthly subscription 
membership and use your credit or debit card to re-
ceive a monthly membership.

Become one of our monthly subscribers via Patreon. 
We can always stay connected this way.

This is a model that most newspapers use today 
and it works.

If you are not used to doing things online, please 
ask a family member or age-appropriate friend who 
uses computers all the time to help you sign up on-
line using that link.

You will receive our print edition on your doorstep 
every month for a year and you will be making a big 
difference for the paper. Tell your friends and neigh-
bors! Together we can keep WestView in print.

After the first year, you can sign up again for an-
other year.                                  — George Capsis



New York for a Special Criminal Grand 
Jury to investigate the World Trade Center 
crimes, citing and supported by 60 
evidentiary exhibits. The film series will 
be submitted as supplements to that 
original Petition which must, by law, also 
be provided as evidence to the Grand 
Jury.

New Yorkers are invited to co-produce 
this historic work at www.LCfor911.org
9/11: Crime Scene to Courtroom will 
allow the public to watch and judge for 
themselves the dispositive and irrefutable 
scientific evidence for the controlled 
demolition of World Trade Center 1, 2, 
and the third tower destroyed on 9/11, 
WTC Building 7. 
The Grand Jurors will see the highlights 
of the explosive evidence as developed in 
600+ international presentations over 15 
years by RichardGage911.org. They will 
watch the unprecedented catastrophic 
destruction of WTC Building Seven (not 
hit by a plane), after witnesses hear explo-
sions, as it drops suddenly, smoothly, and 
symmetrically at free-fall acceleration for 
a third of its seven second collapse—as 
fast as a bowling ball falling from the sky.
Attorney Mick Harrison, Litigation Direc-
tor of the Lawyers’ Committee for 9/11 
Inquiry, will also be featured in 9/11: 
Crime Scene to Courtroom explaining to 
the Grand Jurors how the law can be 
applied to the dispositive evidence of 
crimes that they have seen and heard.
It will be my responsibility to help the 
grand jurors understand the significance 

of their task and the legal framework in 
which they should evaluate the compel-
ling 9/11 WTC evidence.The Director of 
the new film series is Emmy Award 
winning investigative journalist and 
filmmaker Kristina Borjesson whose 
powerful documentary TWA Flight 800 
exposed egregious government corruption 
and cover-up of the true cause of the 
destruction of the plane just off Long 
Island—explosive ordnance.

“My intention with this film series 9/11: 
Crime Scene to Courtroom is to reach into 
the hearts and minds of the grand jurors 
and the public to help them to grasp the 
overwhelming importance of the evidence 
that they are confronting.”  Kristina 
Borjesson announces.This film series will 
effectively place the public in the Grand 
Jury Room.
A few incredibly committed donors, who 
know that 9/11: Crime Scene to Court-
room absolutely has to be made and 
provided free to the public, have donated 
$40,000. We now invite our friends in 
New York to become Co-Producers with 
us so that this historic film series can 
reach everyone.

Co-produce the Film Series 
at LCfor911.org

The family members are still seeking 
truth and justice and are depending 
upon all of us.

New Film Series “9/11: Crime Scene to 
Courtroom” Highlights World Trade 
Center Forensic Evidence for Special 
Grand Jury

Architect Richard Gage, AIA (Richard-
Gage911.org), the former CEO of Archi-
tects & Engineers for 9/11 Truth—has 
partnered with the Lawyers’ Committee 
for 9/11 Inquiry (LCfor911.org) on an 
historic new film project seeking justice 
for the 9/11 family members.

9/11: Crime Scene to Courtroom brings 
together the world’s leading spokesperson 
of the explosive evidence of 9/11 World 
Trade Center with the prestigious 
justice-seeking 9/11 legal team led by 
LC911 litigation director and attorney 
Mick Harrison. This film series will 
present the hard evidence for the first time 
from both the technical and legal sides, 
bringing the formerly submitted exhibits 
of the WTC Grand Jury Petition evidence 
to life on the screen for the public and the 
actual Grand Jury.
“I will be pitted against the public state-
ments of Shyam Sunder of the National 
Institute for Standards and Technology 
filmed in this point/counterpoint court-
room struggle for truth about the explo-
sive destruction of all three skyscrapers 
on 9/11,” noted Richard Gage, AIA, 
Architect.
The Lawyers’ Committee for 9/11 Inquiry 
has formally submitted a petition to the 
US Attorney for the Southern District of 
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By Jeff Hodges

As a cameraman, I have often found the 
most memorable parts of a story are the 
moments that occur off-camera.

Early in my career I was shooting in one 
of the X-rated strip clubs in New York 
City—the Melody Burlesk. We filmed the 
girls onstage and in their dressing rooms, 
and were party to any number of licentious 
and libidinal spectacles. But my most en-
during memory is of an elderly man and 
his wife who called me over to their table. 
Perplexed, they wanted to know when the 
comedians and dancers were coming on-
stage. “This is not burlesque,” the dapper 
gentleman said, gesturing at the girl spread-
eagled in front of us. “Real burlesque is en-
tertainment, not this!” his wife hissed. I said 
I would inquire, and zoomed in on the ac-
tion.

I shot a promotional video for a Medevac 
helicopter, getting aerial shots out of the 
open door of the chopper. One afternoon, 
I noticed various items—clamps, syringes, 
adhesive tape, and gloves—flying out the 
door and traveling upwards. As I tilted 
up to capture the phenomena of floating 
sponges I was wrestled back into the cabin 
by an EMT who yelled, “You’re going to get 
us killed, you asshole!!” Apparently, items 
sucked upwards by the rotor could cause 
a fatal stall that would have had us joining 
the medical supplies already strewn across 
the landscape. 

I was in a firehouse in the South Bronx 
during a lunar eclipse when I announced 
to the fire company I was heading out for 
a few minutes to view the moon and was 
vehemently met with “Don’t go out there—
they’ll eat you up alive!” Undaunted, I saun-
tered up a hill to where a bunch of kids were 
sitting on the sidewalk gazing skyward. I 
began a fumbling lecture on the mechanics 
of the moon entering the earth’s umbra, only 
to have the young astronomers upstage me 

with a precise and graphic illustration using 
a softball, handball, and flashlight.

While shooting a story in a music camp 
on Long Island, we had to interview Itzhak 
Perlman. We were behind schedule but 
I asked the producer to let me dull down 
some facial shine on our luminary. Grab-
bing a powder puff I started my application, 
only to discover I was using the make-up 
reserved for darker complexions. Thinking 
fast, I took a deep breath and blew might-
ily on the eminent violinist’s forehead, van-
quishing the melisma and then applying 
the proper shade. With a chuckle, the im-
perturbable Mr. Perlman thanked me and 
signaled that he was ready to begin.

I redeemed myself later in the day when a 
murder of crows settled into the trees above 
us in a loud and unruly cacophony, making 
it impossible to record a clean audio track. 
Amid the cursing and handwringing, I re-
membered a trick from my childhood and 
offered up five quick corvine warning calls 
of “Caw!” that scattered the miscreants and 
brought some quiet to the set.

I spent many years shooting for a cable 
fashion series. Once we filmed a segment 
about a fellow who ran a handbag store 
on the Lower East Side. While getting 
our product shots, we were interrupted by 
the sight of the owner grappling with his 
wife, who was holding a knife to his throat. 
I asked my producer, “Do you want to me 
shoot this or break it up?” He screamed, 
“Help him!” So I obeyed, slowly taking the 
knife from the wife—finger-by-finger—
apologizing all the while for the discomfort 
I was causing her. It turned out she had dis-
covered airline tickets for our entrepreneur 
and his mistress on the fax machine, and 
was exercising her revenge. It would have 
made a great ending to our story, but as 
we say in the business, the best stuff never 
makes it on-camera.

Outtakes

Results that 
move you.
From New York to London,
sell or fi nd your perfect home
with your friendly neighborhood
broker, Kris Sylvester.

The Kris Sylvester Team is a team of real estate licensees affi liated with Compass. Compass is a licensed real estate 
broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. 111 Fifth Avenue, 6th Floor New York NY 10003.

Kris Sylvester
Licensed Associate RE Broker 
Kris.Sylvester@compass.com 
US M: +1 646.456.5217 
UK M: +44 (0) 740.588.3271

Laura Castagna
Licensed RE Salesperson 
Laura.Castagna@compass.com 
M: 917.885.8213 

QUIET ON THE SET. 
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As COVID Cases Rise, 
Remember What Works

By Dr. Elan Levy

As New York City weathers another spike 
in COVID-19 cases, it’s important to re-
member a few key lessons we’ve learned 
over the past two years—and the things 
people in our Greenwich Village commu-
nity can do to remain safe.

The simple fact remains that COVID-19 
isn’t going away anytime soon. That means 
we cannot let our guard down just yet, but 
it shouldn’t stop our progress in returning 
to normalcy, either.

The best action we can all take right now 
to protect us from this disease is to get vac-
cinated and boosted, if you’re eligible. As 
a doctor, and a leading physician at Lenox 
Health Greenwich Village (LHGV) for 
the better part of the last decade, I cannot 
stress enough how getting the vaccine will 
lessen your chances of getting seriously ill 
from COVID-19 if you do get infected.

Fortunately, the new variants are proving 
to be less severe overall. More than half of 
COVID-positive patients in our hospitals 
are categorized as incidental cases, mean-
ing they came for treatment for another ill-
ness or an injury and tested positive when 
they were admitted. Thus, despite another 

dramatic rise in cases overall, hospitaliza-
tion rates are still more manageable than 
in previous waves. Getting a shot will only 
help to keep up this trend.

The next best tool we have is testing. 
With more supply now than we saw during 
a surge of new cases over the holidays, it is 
much easier to find at-home antigen test-
ing kits at your local pharmacy—and there 
is much more availability for lab testing 
as well. Be sure to test before gathering in 
crowds. If you test positive and have mini-
mal to no symptoms, remember to isolate 
for five days and then wear a mask for five 
days after quarantine. Be sure to check 
with your doctor for more information. 
Most doctors, like those of us at North-
well Health, have availability for telehealth 
visits, so that you don’t need to leave your 
home if you are experiencing symptoms. 

And that, of course, leads us to the value 
of masking. As of this writing, the city is 
urging people to wear a mask in indoor 
public settings as it approaches the CDC 
High Alert level orange, meaning there is 
greater risk of infection. Wearing a mask—
especially a well-fitted model like the 
KN95—will minimize the risk of spread-
ing the disease, the variants of which have 
become more infectious.

Last but not least, don’t underestimate 
the importance of frequently and thor-
oughly washing your hands. If that’s not 
an option, hand sanitizer also works in a 
pinch.

These are very important steps to help 
slow the spread of COVID-19 and keep 
our community healthy. But if you do get 
sick, don’t panic—speak to your doctor, as 
I mentioned before, or go to your nearest 
emergency department, like the one avail-
able at LHGV.

For more information, you can visit North-
well’s Coronavirus Digital Resource Center 
(northwell.edu/coronavirus-covid-19) or the 
city’s COVID-19 information portal (www1.
nyc.gov/site/coronavirus/index.page).

Elan Levy, MD, MBA, is the medical direc-
tor for Lenox Hill Hospital, Manhattan Eye, 
Ear and Throat Hospital and Lenox Health 
Greenwich Village. He was previously the 
chair of emergency medicine at LHGV.

Creative Brain:  
Creativity is for Everyone and 
Within Everyone’s Reach

By Julie Miwa, Ph.D.

Would you like to be more creative if you 
knew how? The word “creativity” may con-
jure images of artists painting or jazz musi-
cians improvising, but, in reality, creativity 
can be applied to multiple realms, not only 
the artistic ones. For instance, engineers 
use creativity to advance technologies. We 
use creativity in myriad ways in our daily 
lives—it could be as simple as devising a 
new recipe when we cook.

As a neuroscientist, I view creativity as a 
neural capacity, a product of our brain’s ability 
to solve problems. We find new associations 
and connections between seemingly unrelat-
ed things when we are creative. Ever wonder 
why we come up with ideas or solutions to 
problems while in the shower? Creativity is 
non-linear; sometimes it helps to take a break 
to allow our imaginations to run free, and to 
detach from our traditional thought patterns. 
What is emerging about the neuroscience of 
creativity is that it involves the dynamic in-
terplay between multiple brain areas working 
together in networks. 

It may be helpful to know that creative 
people are not engaged with creativity all 
the time. It’s an activity whose capacity can 
fluctuate depending on a variety of condi-
tions. The poet Rainer Maria Rilke was said 
to have written part of his Elegies and Son-
nets to Orpheus in only three weeks. He de-
scribed the experience as having been struck 
by inspiration, as if “It was an indescribable 
storm, a hurricane of the spirit…” 

Whether divine or material, the ability to 
access the creative process can change de-
pending on many factors. A person’s envi-
ronment is undoubtedly an important factor 
regarding an individual’s state of mind dur-
ing creative activities. Evidence shows that 
moderate levels of background noise and 
music can improve creativity, and there are 
some reports that a certain level of clutter or 
visual stimuli can influence creativity. Stimuli 
that take us out of our routine, our comfort 
zone, can aid in the creative process. Certain 
culturally rich places have been hotbeds for 
creativity and have contributed to artistic 

and/or political movements. For decades, the 
Village has drawn musicians, artists, and ac-
tivists to the area, and allowed cross-cultural 
interactions that have given rise to progres-
sive exchanges and movements, including 
the Beat Generation in the ‘50s, and the civil 
rights and LGBTQ movements of the ‘60s 
and ‘70s, to name a few. 

Rather than being a static characteristic of 
an individual, there is evidence that creativi-
ty can be nurtured. We are more creative, for 
instance, during flow states. When in flow, 
we are engrossed in an activity and time can 
seem to drop away. Parts of our brain that 
are usually involved in self-critique can be-
come less active. Flow states are associated 
with increased release of neurochemicals, 
such as dopamine, endorphins, serotonin, 
etc., that are pleasurable and can also help 
us link together different ideas in new ways. 
This sort of associative processing is consid-
ered to underlie certain forms of learning as 
well as creative thought. 

It is believed that certain conditions are 
considered necessary to enter into the flow 
state. Among the most important are that 
the individual is intrinsically motivated, and 
enjoys the activity at hand. Having the tech-
nical skill to achieve a goal will facilitate the 
transition to a flow state. Something that 
captivates the individual’s curiosity is likely to 
engage attention long enough to get into the 
flow state. Engaging in stimulating activities 
not only nurtures one’s creativity, but also 
contributes to happiness and well-being. Un-
derstanding that we can control the release 
of our own positive neurochemicals can help 
us achieve this state more readily. Hopefully, 
this can allow us to see that creativity is for 
everyone and within everyone’s reach.

Julie M. Miwa, Ph.D. is a neuroscientist and 
jazz musician. She is an associate professor of 
biological sciences at Lehigh University, be-
ginning her sabbatical. She leads jazz groups 
in Pennsylvania, New York City, and the 
Los Angeles area, and started the NeuroSalon 
Project, an art/science project about the brain’s 
creative capacity for creativity. This is the first 
in a series of articles about the brain.
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JULIE MIWA AND BAND at Yianni’s Taverna. Photo courtesy of the artist.

DR. ELAN LEVY, above, provides a reminder 
about health precautions we should still 
take as COVID cases rise. Photo courtesy 
of Northwell Health.
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JAKE SINACORI’S

HAMPTON’S SUMMER GUIDE
2022

HAMPTON JITNEY STOPS

WESTBOUND

      AMAGANSETT In front of the Round Tree Inn at 273 Main
      Street, across from the Amagansett School

      BRIDGEHAMPTON 2368 Main Street opposite of the
      Bridgehampton Community House
 
      EAST HAMPTON 95 Main Street in front of the LVIS Building, across 
      from the Huntting Inn/Palm Restaurant

      MONTAUK 34 South Euclid Ave near the Police Station

      SAG HARBOR 90 Main Street in front of the Sag Harbor Movie Theater

      SOUTHAMPTON The Hampton Jitney’s main location at the OMNI, 
      395 County Road 39A, across from the Southampton Car Wash

      WATER MILL 760 Montauk Highway at the Hampton Jitney sign, just 
      east of the Watermill Shoppes. Look for the glass enclosed bus shelter

      WAINSCOTT 364 Montauk Highway in front of La Capannina Pizzeria

EASTBOUND

      AMAGANSETT In front of the Amagansett School, across from the Round 
      Tree Inn on Montauk Highway

      BRIDGEHAMPTON In front of the Bridgehampton Community House on 
      Main Street
 
      EAST HAMPTON In front of the Huntting Inn/Palm Restaurant on Main
      Street

      MONTAUK On the Corner of S. Euclid Avenue & S. Embassy Street,
      near the Police Station at the Suffolk County Bus stop

      SAG HARBOR  In front of the American Hotel on Main Street

      SOUTHAMPTON The Hampton Jitney’s main location at the OMNI, 
      395 County Road 39A, across from the Southampton Car Wash

      WAINSCOTT On the corner before the Wainscott Post Office on 
      Montauk Highway

      WATER MILL In front of the Water Mill Community House on Montauk 
      Highway, across from the Water Mill shopping center

DAILY BEACH PASSES
TOWN OF SOUTHAMPTON
Daily Beach Passes are available for purchase for $30 per day

PIKES BEACH 769 Dune Rd, Westhampton Dunes | 7 Days a week
PONQUOGUE BEACH 276 Dune Rd, Hampton Bays | 7 Days a week
TIANA BEACH PAVILION 90 Dune Rd, Hampton Bays | 7 Days a week
MECOX BEACH 535 Jobs Ln, Bridgehampton | M-F
SAGG MAIN BEACH 1200 Sagg Main St, Sagaponack | T-F
FOSTER MEMORIAL1000 Long Beach Rd, Noyac | 7 Days a week

TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON
Daily Beach Passes are available for purchase for $50 a day using the 
ParkMobile App

EAST HAMPTON MAIN BEACH Lot 2 | M-Th after 1 PM
TWO MILE HOLLOW BEACH | M-Th after 1 PM

JAKE SINACORI LICENSED REAL ESTATE SALES PERSON | NEST SEEKERS INTERNATIONAL SOUTHAMPTON



      @JAKESINACORI | 516.512.3647 | JSINACORI@NESTSEEKERS.COM

LIQUOR STORES & CIGAR LOUNGES
Herbert & Rist Wine & Liquor Shop | 63 Jobs Ln, Southampton
Bottle Hampton | 850 County Rd 39, Southampton
Sag Harbor Liquor Store | 52 Main St, Sag Harbor
Wainscott Main Wine & Spirits | 354 Montauk Hwy, Wainscott
Churchill Wines & Spirits | 2489 Main St, Bridgehampton
McNamara Liquors | 2102 Montauk Hwy, Bridgehampton
Besim's Fine Cigars | 30 Jagger Ln, Southampton
Park Place Wines & Liquors | 84 Park Pl, East Hampton
Amagansett Wine & Spirits | 203 Main St, Amagansett
Montauk Liquors & Wines Inc. | 29 The Plaza, Montauk
Water Mill Wine and Spirits | 760 Montauk Hwy, Water Mill
Race Lane Liquors | 21 Race Ln, East Hampton
The Wine Stand at Wölffer Estate | 3312 Montauk Hwy, Sagaponack

FOOD & DRINK
Pierre’s | 2468 Main St, Bridgehampton
Le Charlot | 36 Main St #4811, Southampton
The Palm | 94 Main St Suite 1800, East Hampton
Cittanuova | 29 Newtown Ln, East Hampton
Nick & Toni's | 136 N Main St, East Hampton
Dopo Argento | 15 Main St, Southampton
The Montauket | 88 Firestone Rd, Montauk
Gosman’s Restaurant | 500 W Lake Dr, Montauk
Montauk Brewing Company | 62 S Erie Ave, Montauk
Duck Walk Vineyard | 231 Montauk Hwy, Water Mill
Wölffer Estate Vineyard |139 Sagg Rd, Sagaponack
Channing Daughters Winery | 1927 Scuttle Hole Rd, Bridgehampton
Topping Rose House | 1 Bridgehampton-Sag Harbor Turnpike, Bridgehampton
The Stephen Talkhouse | 161 Main St, Amagansett
Bobby Van's Steakhouse | 2393 Montauk Hwy, Bridgehampton
Lulu Kitchen & Bar | 126 Main St, Sag Harbor
Tutto il Giorno | 16 Main St, Sag Harbor
Lunch | 1980 Montauk Highway, Amagansett
La Parmigiana | 44-48 NY-27A, Southampton
Suki Zuki | 688 Montauk Highway, Water Mill

QUICK EATS & COFFEE
Golden Pear | 99 Main Street, Southampton
Citarella Gourmet Market | 20 Hampton Road, Southampton
Provisions | 7 Main Street, Sag Harbor
Hampton Coffee Company | 869 Montauk Highway
Tony’s Meat Market of Montauk | 541 West Lake Drive, Montauk
Schmidt’s Market & Produce | 120 North Sea Road, Southampton
Porco’s Country Deli and Pizza | 926 Noyack Road, Southampton
Schiavoni's Market Inc. | 48 Main Street, Sag Harbor
La Capannina | 364 Montauk Highway, Wainscott, 
John's Drive-In | 677 Montauk Highway, Montauk

TENNIS
Sportime Amagansett | 320 Abrahams Path, Amagansett
East Hampton Indoor Tennis | 174 Daniels Hole Road, East Hampton
East Hampton Tennis Club | 178 Montauk Highway, East Hampton
Future Stars Tennis Club | 1370A Majors Path, Southampton
Gotham Tennis Academy | 91 South Fulton Drive, Montauk

GOLF
Montauk Downs State Park | 50 South Fairview Avenue, Montauk
Poxabogue Golf Center | 3556 Montauk Highway, Sagaponack
Sag Harbor State Golf Course | Barcelona Point, Sag Harbor
Southampton Golf Range | 668 County Road 39, Southampton

SALES LISTING
51 Arbutus Rd | Southampton
$4,495,000

7 BD | 6.5 BA | 6.5K FT² | 1 ACR | NEW CONSTRUCTION

RENTAL LISTING
Amagansett | $150,000 June to Labor Day | 3 BD 3 BA .17 ACR  
Bridgehampton | $55,000 June-Labor Day | 3 BD 1.5 BA 0.4 ACR
Bridgehampton | $66,000 June-Labor Day | 4 BD2.5 BA 1.26 ACR
Bridgehampton | $97,500 August-Labor Day | 5 BD 5.5 BA 0.5 ACR Pool
East Hampton | $40,000 July | 5 BD 3 BA .34 ACR Pool
Sagaponack | $55,000 July | 7 BD 4 BA 3 ACR Pool
Sag Harbor | $40,000 July, $45,000 August | 4 BD 3 BA .56 ACR Pool
Sag Harbor | $80,000 June-Labor Day | 3 BD 2 BA 2 ACR
Southampton | $18,000 June, 22,000 July | 5 BD 2 BA .43 ACR
Southampton Village | $30,000 July | 2 BD 3 BA .26 ACR Pool
Southampton Village | $55,000 July | 4 BD 5.5 BA .26 ACR Pool
Southampton Village | $150,000 June-Labor Day | 4 BD 2.5 BA .6 ACR Pool
Southampton Village | $160,000 July | 7 BD 6 BA .7 ACR Pool
Wainscott | $20,000 June, $50,000 August | 3 BD 3.5 BA 1.04 ACR Pool
Wainscott | $35,000 August | 3 BD 2 BA .52 ACR Pool
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This month the theme is businesses sharing a space. It is not 
surprising given that rents, while lower in some cases than pre-
pandemic, are still very high in this area. There were a number 
of openings, some of them new locations or relatives of exist-
ing restaurants, a few closings, and a hint that the old Riviera 
space will once again house a restaurant. 

Top Openings
The Noortwyck—289 Bleecker Street at 7th Avenue South
Andrew Quinn, the chef at The Noortwyck hails from 
London where from 2010-2014 he worked at Hibiscus, 
a two-star Michelin restaurant which was known for mo-
lecular gastronomy (and where I enjoyed a lovely meal on 
a long-ago London visit). In 2014 he came to New York to 
work at Eleven Madison Park (EMP) for a year, with plans 
to return to Hibiscus afterwards and become the head chef 
there. Instead, he stayed at EMP for five years. In 2019, he 
decided that he wanted a new challenge, and considered the 
possibility of opening his own restaurant. In the meantime, 
he began to cook privately, something that worked out well 
during the pandemic. With the help of some of the people 
he cooked for he was able to find investors. Cedric Nica-
ise, who had been the wine director at EMP for 10 years, 
was advising him on the concept and wine list, but he later 
joined as a partner last summer and afterwards things began 
to move more quickly. Two weeks after they saw The Loyal 
space they decided to take it. Not only had they wanted to 
open a restaurant in the West Village (Quinn said it re-
minded him of home), but the previous owner, John Frasier, 
had done all the build out so there was not much more that 
was needed. Quinn and Nicaise want The  Noortwyck to be 
a neighborhood restaurant with regulars. The cuisine will 
be New American with a focus on locally sourced, hyper-
seasonal produce, with as many products from New York 
as possible. The basement has a large walk-in space which 
will allow dry aging in house. There will be an ambitious 
bread program, and pasta will also be made on the prem-
ises as the kitchen is well set up for that. The beverage pro-
gram will focus on wine, with some bottles that are great 
values, and some others that are splurge-worthy for special 
occasions. Nicaise is from Brussels, so there will be Belgian 
beers, but also interesting New York beers. In addition to 
the dining room, the restaurant will have 4 outdoor tables, 
and 12-14 seats at the bar which will be reserved for walk-
ins. We asked about the name of the restaurant, and learned 
that The Noortwyck means North District, and referred to 
the area that is now Greenwich Village which was north of 
New Amsterdam, and originally filled with farm plots. The 
Noortwyck will open on June 7th, with a soft opening the 
week before. 

Shmoné—61 W 8th Street between 6th Avenue and 
MacDougal Street
Eyal Shani, the Israeli chef who owns Miznon in Chelsea 
Market, Hasalon and Miznon North on the Upper West 
Side has opened an exuberant restaurant on West 8th 
Street with dishes that are as delicious as those at Miznon, 
but more elaborate, with names to match. (Shmoné means 
eight in Hebrew, and presumably refers to the restaurant’s 
location on 8th Street.) The seasonal menu, which changes 
daily, has categories like “Earth Creatures,” “Wheat Crea-
tures,” and “Animal Creatures,” and the dishes have equally 
creative names. We tried the “Plate of 170 Peas (don’t try 
to count them) & their shoots,” “Pyrex tray served stormy 
stracciatella lasagna,” and “Grass-fed lamb ragu on top of 
focaccia with tahini,” among other things. The focaccia in 
the latter dish was more like a frena, a type of Moroccan 
bread and it was delicious. Shmoné is the only restaurant 
I’ve seen that has an absinthe menu which includes other 
anise-flavored drinks like Raki (Turkish) and Arak (Is-
raeli). Eyal Shani has a restaurant in Tel Aviv called North 
Abraxas, and the experience here is similar except that un-
like at North Abraxas, the waiters do not throw the food 
down directly onto the paper-covered table. The restaurant 
occupies the space that was Neta, the sushi and omakase 
restaurant that started out with two sushi chefs from Masa 
(who later left to start their own place, Shuko), and then 
briefly the izakaya-style spot Bumu, which opened in De-
cember 2019 and closed four months later.  

Also Open
Mermaid Mexicana has opened where The Mermaid Inn 
used to be at 79 MacDougal Street (between Bleecker and 
West Houston Streets). The Mermaid Inn closed that loca-
tion and moved a few stores down to the old JG Melon 
corner spot, but recently they took over their old space for 
this new concept. The menu features typical Mexican of-
ferings, with more meat dishes than the original. There is 
a large drink menu with a Tequila, Mezcal and Sotol (a 
newly popular Tequila relative) section as well as different 
Cócteles, Cerveza and Vino.  Summer Wind Café 569 
Hudson Street (at 11th Street) opened in the old Philip 
Marie space. They are a café “offering a variety of Coffee, 
Juice, Soft Drinks, Pastries, Sandwiches and Breakfast / 
Lunch offerings” which include pastas, salads, meatballs 
and a few main courses. Summer Wind is sharing the venue 
with One37PM, a digital media brand that will be doing 
podcasts out of the space. Bella Dea (27 Morton Street at 
Bedford Street) is timesharing the space with Breakfast by 
Salt’s Cure. Early in the day, you can grab breakfast foods, 
and in the evening, the location turns into a sustainable 
seafood and low intervention wine bar. The owners opened 
Crudo e Nudo in Santa Monica, CA after starting the con-
cept as a pop-up in 2020. A fourth location of Blank Street 
Coffee has opened in the West Village. This one is located 
at 5 Carmine Street (at 6th Avenue), next to French Bakery 
Marie Blachère, in the now-shuttered Popbar space. 

Closed
Davidovich (195 Bleecker Street between 6th Avenue and 
MacDougal Street) – a bagel store and bakery opened and 
closed in the blink of any eye. The company sells their ba-

gels wholesale, and they still have a couple of retail outlets 
around the city. Starbucks (378 6th Avenue near Waverly 
Place) has been alternately open and closed for the last 
few months, but now they seem permanently shuttered, 
and their phone goes immediately to voicemail. HPF (98 
Christopher Street), a jewelry and home goods store that 
opened in 2015, closed mid-May. They attribute their 
closing to the pandemic, but hope to eventually find a new 
store in New York. Crop Circle (126 Macdougal Street 
between Minetta Lane and West 3rd Street), a Chinese 
restaurant that was best known for its guokui, a Northern 
Chinese street food which is a very large stuffed dough, 
with filling options like shrimp, beef and more, has closed 
after less than two years at that location. A sign on the 
door said: “We’ll say goodbye to Macdougal Street. Thank 
you for everything. Hope to see you in the future.”

Coming Soon

While the Shake Shack Innovation Kitchen has been 
open since 2018 at 225 Varick Street, now a new location is 
opening under the High Line steps at Gansevoort Street. 
Little Charli (271 Bleecker Street at Morton Street), a piz-
zeria serving “Roman style pies with a New York Twist” 
is opening in the old Kesté space. They have retained the 
Kesté wood-burning pizza oven, and most of the Kesté 
décor. The offerings will include Margherita, Snow White 
and Special Pie pizza, as well as Calzones. Something is 
going on in the old Riviera space (225 West 4th Street at 
7th Avenue South). There is currently an application to 
the Landmarks Preservation Commission (LPC) to alter 
the façade, replace an enclosed sidewalk café, and replace 
window and signage. The new restaurant will be called 
Ruby’s, and they use “the freshest local produce balanced 
with Australian culinary influences.” The owners oper-
ate a number of other Ruby’s around the city as well as 
The Happiest Hour, the lively bar on West 10th Street. 
There was a hearing scheduled in front of the LPC, first in 
April and then in May, but it has been postponed, so stay 
tuned. The Riviera Café was open for 48 years, but closed 
in 2017, and the space has been vacant since and it is now 
looking rather sad with its graffitied façade. 

There is so much going on, we can always use your help. We 
love hearing from you, so please get in touch at: wvnewsin-
out@gmail.com

by Caroline Benveniste
OUTand

IN 

LOYALTY PROGRAM • GIFT CARDS 
FREE DELIVERY

GREENWICH VILLAGE

512 HUDSON STREET • NYC 10014 
WWW.SEAGRAPEWINES.COM • 212-463-7688

SHAKE SHACK. Photo by Brian J. Pape.
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A View from the Kitchen
By Isa Covo

Every time I watch the news about the war 
in Ukraine on television and the destruc-
tion, chaos and carnage, I always wonder 
why did it start, and why it doesn’t end. 
I do have an idea, although I could be 
wrong: Vladimir Putin imagined he would 
bring back the old Russia, and he would 
be her ruler. How long did he ruminate on 
this idea?

Putin is sixty-nine years old; his next 
birthday will be his seventieth, and perhaps 
he sees himself becoming an old man and 
he wants to be legendary. Ukraine, a peace-
ful neighbor seemed an easy beginning for 
his planned conquests. 

In his latest close-ups, his eyes no longer 
look hard and glacial, they have a haunted 
look. Is it possible that he has a serious ill-
ness that makes him relentless?

The Ukrainians proved to be coura-
geous and resilient despite the tragic cir-
cumstances they live in, and which is not 
of their making. The population, against all 
odds, is solidly united behind a president 
who showed exceptional strength, more 
than anyone expected of him, or anyone 
else for that matter. What is remarkable as 
well is his image of a common and ordinary 
man, without fanfare, and his discourse is 
simple, but to the point.

Ukraine could set an example for several 
nations. It deserves our admiration and our 
support to end this unjust war, and beyond, 
to help with its reconstruction. 

              
                                                         

Kissel

This is a cold soup, which, depending on its 
ingredients, is served as a first course, or a des-
sert. It originated in Kyiv and was made with 

oats, but is more commonly made with sweet 
fruits, and is usually served as a dessert. The 
most common ones are made with red summer 
fruits, but it can also be made with apricots 
and peaches, apples and pears. The combina-
tions and the “family favorites” are endless. I 
made this one with red cherries.

INGREDIENTS 

3 cups washed and pitted red cherries
Water to cover
½ cup sugar
4 tablespoons potato starch or corn starch
1 lemon, juice and grated zest
½ teaspoon vanilla (optional)     

INSTRUCTIONS 

•  Place the prepared cherries in a medi-
um saucepan and cover with cold water.  
Bring to a boil over medium heat and 
cook for five minutes. Lower the heat 
to low and, with a spoon, break up the 
cherries as they simmer. Cook for an-
other five minutes or so. 

•  Stir in the sugar and cook an additional 
two minutes.

•  Stir in the starch making sure it dissolves 
completely and cook an additional min-
ute, stirring, in order to bring the mixture 
to a creamy consistency.

•  Take the pan off the heat, add the juice 
and zest, and carefully pour the kissel in 
the container of a blender.

•  Blend at medium speed until the mixture  
is homogenized.

•  Divide into four or six glasses or bowls 
and refrigerate for at least two hours.

Yield: 4 to 6 servings.

Note: For a thicker consistency, add an ad-
ditional 1 to 3 spoonfuls of starch .

MONDAY THRU SATURDAY 10 AM-7 PM 
SUNDAY 11 AM-5 PM 

Maximum of four people  
allowed in the store at one time

Masks Required
212-242-5351

KISSEL. Photo by Isa Covo.

TO ADVERTISE  IN 
WESTVIEW NEWS

CALL DUSTY 

212.924.5718
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The Right Pick By Gabriela Beavers & Teddy Capsis

Welcome back to this month’s date spot-
light, a hidden gem located on the ground 
floor of a beautiful West Village townhome. 
Owned by Kim Nguyen and Bill Block, the 
Leroy House is a charming neighborhood 
spot with new American flair. Offering fresh 
seasonal ingredients, Chef David Werner 
serves up a wide variety of specialties that 
are sure to satisfy the pickiest of guests.

Nestled into a quiet spot on Hudson 
Street, the Leroy House entices guests 
with its timeless ambience and inviting at-
mosphere. Complete with European tiles, 
hand-painted French wallpaper, antique-
style light fixtures, and a long marble bar 
leading to its main dining room and cozy 
garden, the romantic spot feels like an un-
covered secret. Named after the beautiful 
Leroy Street a few blocks away, the Leroy 
House is the perfect place to enjoy a quick 
bite, date night, or large social gathering.

Admittedly, it is quite difficult to narrow 
down our recommendations because ev-
erything we have sampled deserves recog-
nition. Nonetheless, we will do our best to 
highlight our personal favorites, but leave 
room to try more than we suggest!

To kick off the meal, one cannot go wrong 
with a bottle from their exceptional wine list 
paired with the crab & artichoke gratin, dev-
iled eggs, and warm potato chips. The gratin’s 
spicy kick and savory artichoke pairs excel-
lently with the rich, mustardy deviled eggs. 
If visiting with a larger party, add in the fried 
calamari with harissa aioli to share amongst 
the group. These dishes provide variety as 
appetizer staples, but if you’re adventurous 
like us, the steak tartare and salmon crudo 
are also a decadent addition. Hopefully at 
this point, you’re hooked and ready for the 

main act. Our favorites include the buca-
tini pomodoro, mafaldine bolognese, crispy 
duck confit, and oven roasted chicken. The 
Leroy House’s pomodoro is like nothing we 
have ever tried before. Its thick richness is a 
combination between a classic red sauce and 
a cacio e pepe, so be sure to suck up the sauce 
with the bread provided. Perfectly al dente, 
the mafaldine bolognese noodles compli-
ment the meaty ragu sauce beautifully and 
the crispy duck confit blows us away with its 
sweet strawberry chutney. Now, we do not 
often order chicken when dining out, but 
this roast chicken’s medley of flavor is impec-
cable and some of the best we have ever had. 
The heaping portions, consistent flavor, and 
attentive service make this spot exceptional 
whether you dine inside or within their oasis-
like outdoor seating. If you still have room for 
dessert, don’t skip the blueberry rhubarb crisp 
with a dollop of creamy, vanilla ice cream.

If by now your guest is not impressed and 
you’re feeling persistent, we suggest stum-
bling upon the prohibition-style speakeasy, 
Employees Only. Two blocks down the 
road, this cocktail bar serves up flawlessly 
executed cocktails with a diversity of flavors. 
If you are unsure what to order, the Ame-
lia, one of their most glamorous drinks, is a 
best-seller and Gabriela’s personal favorite. 
Its dark red hue stems from pureed black-
berries, fresh lemon, and elderflower and 
tastes refreshing without being too sweet.

_______________________________________

THE LEROY HOUSE

Tel: 646-590-0640

430 Hudson Street, New York, NY 10014

www.theleroyhouse.com

Hours: Brunch Sat. & Sun. 11am - 3pm

Happy Hour 7 days a week 4pm-6pm

Dinner 7 days a week 5pm-close

Photos by Maggie Berkvist.

SOME SUITABLY CHIC WEST VILLAGERS...

  
    

BUNDLED UP          ON THE STREET         AND BEHIND THE COUNTER!

Maggie B’s Quick Clicks
MAFALDINE BOLOGNESE, above. Photo credit: The Leroy House.



St. John’s Lutheran Church, 81/83 Christopher Street
wishes all a

Joyous Pride Celebration
All are welcome.  And we mean ALL.

Sunday morning
worship (11 AM)

is available 
In Person,
on ZOOM,

and
on Facebook.

 
 

June 25, 9 PM
INSPIRATIONAL 

GOSPEL 
SHOWCASE

The Ballroom Culture  
(TV’s Pose)

goes to church 
for the most 

fabulous worship event 
you will see in a 

sanctuary.
The word is PRIDE!!

stjohnsnyc.org 

Photos by Maggie Berkvist.
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Culture&Cuisine
By Hannah Reimann 

Jefferson Market Garden
By Elizabeth Butson  
A few steps away from a hard concrete 
sidewalk, a lush garden blooms beckon-

ing visitors to come in and enjoy its natural 
beauty. It is nestled between 9th and 10th 
Streets in Greenwich Village, and is a great 

visual treat for all who walk its paths. Some 
call it a little paradise on earth.

Volunteers welcome everyone and give 

information about the history of the gar-
den and answer questions about plants and 
the birds that frequent the garden

Visitors can learn about how 47 years 
ago it was an unsightly jail for women and 
how it was transformed by community ac-
tivists into a garden. The garden is flanked 
by the historic Jefferson Market library, 
previously a courthouse that sent women it 
sentenced to the jail next door.

This picture taken from the rooftop of 
a building showcases the stately beautiful 
crab apple trees by 10th St and invites the 
viewer to imagine what other botanical 
gems can be discovered inside the garden.

June is one of the best times to visit. 
The roses are a great attraction. They are 
resplendent in a great display of color and 
fragrance and the rose trellis is a favor-
ite romantic spot for pictures. Benches 
around the plant beds offer a quiet spot 
for respite.  

Walking on the paths this month you will 
also enjoy displays of azaleas, rhododendrons, 
alliums, hostas, dahlias and many  seasonal 
plants . If you have a child in tow a visit to the 
koi pond is a must. Will the turtle surface? 
Will the frog say hello to the turtle? 

The garden is open free to all visitors, 
Tuesday through Sunday, from 10 am to 
8 pm, closed Monday for maintenance, 
school visits and special programming. 

For more information visit www.jefferson-
marketgarden.orgA LITTLE PARADISE ON EARTH: A few steps away from a hard concrete sidewalk, a lush garden blooms. Photo by Linda Camardo.

STRETTO PIANO FESTIVAL. We are thrilled to welcome everyone to The Second International Stretto Piano Festival  June 18 - 26, 2022 including live concerts in NYC and over 30 pia-
nists and their collaborators playing remote concerts from around the globe. All the concerts are played on pianos with narrower-than-conventional keys, a unique and unprecedented event. 
On Tuesday, June 21 Roland Pöntinen, internationally renowned pianist and composer, will play works by Bach, Couperin, List and Chopin and on June 25 Steve Sandberg will play a special 
cabaret event with solo works by Ravel and ten guest vocalists celebrating PRIDE. Both are benefits for Ukraine. For location of live concerts and more details: strettopianoconcerts.org
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The Origins of Science

By Robin Hirsch

“K.C.,” I said, “why don’t you do a reading 
at Cornelia Street?”

K.C. Cole was the science writer for the 
Los Angeles Times.  She had a new book out 
about the physics of nothingness called A 
Hole in the Universe. Her publisher was 
throwing a party for her in New York.

“I’d love to.”
We navigated towards a date.
“Is there anybody you’d like to read with?  
“Why—I’m not good enough?”
“K.C., I know you’re a star on the West 

Coast and in scientific circles.  But nobody 
reads the L.A. Times in New York, and we 
have sixty seats to fill, and frankly, given 
the variety of stuff we do, and given the 
fact that what you do is fairly esoteric, we 
should perhaps hook you up with some-
body else, so we can get a house.”

“Well, how about Roald Hoffmann?”
“Who?”
“Roald Hoffmann.”
“Who’s he?”
“Well, he’s quite a well-known poet.  

And he’s just had a play produced which he 
wrote with Carl Djerassi—you know, the 
chemist, the father of the pill—called Oxy-
gen, which is going to London, and in fact 
all over the world. But Roald’s chief claim 
to fame is that he won the Nobel Prize in 
Chemistry.”

“Oh,” I said, rather disconsolately.  “I’m not 
sure that he’ll ring too many bells either.”

“Well, how about me and Roald and 
Oliver Sacks?”

“Oliver Sacks, the neurologist?”
“Yes. Why? Do you know him?”
“Yes, we actually did a program together 

years ago.  It was one of the scariest experi-
ences of my life. He brought a Touretter 
with him.”  

“Oh, did he really?  I’m sorry, he does that 
sort of thing.” What tricks might he have up 
his sleeve this time? I decided not to think 
about it.  

“It’s a deal,” I said.
“O.K., I’ll alert the troops and we’ll come 

up with a common theme.”
And so she did.  And so they did.  
K.C. read from her book. Sacks read 

hesitantly from what appeared to be a 
voluminous autobiography-in-prog-
ress. It came out the following year to 
enormous acclaim as Uncle Tungsten: 
Memories of a Chemical Boyhood.  It 
was dedicated to Roald.

Roald in fact was the quiet unas-
suming center of the evening.  In 
a gentle voice, his poems picked at 
great themes with a small chisel, prying 
away one layer only to reveal another layer 
beneath it.  No great answers were forth-
coming, only an interconnected series of 
ever more pertinent questions.  In contrast 
to science, he said, “poetry soars, all around 
the tangible, in deep dark, through a world 
we reveal and make.”

Afterwards we had dinner together on 
the new banquette in the back room.  K.C. 
was immensely pleased with the evening 
and kissed me. Sacks called me by my 
first name and emboldened me to call him 
Oliver. And at the end of the night Roald 
asked whether we might be interested in 
a little series which he could curate where 
scientists and humanists would address a 
common theme from their respective sides 
of the same mountain.  It was out of this 
that Entertaining Science was born. Begin-
ning in April 2002, it ran for sixteen years 
on the first Sunday of every month.  

Oliver was a regular, both as a presenter 

and as an audience 
member. At least two 

of his books began in 
our basement. One of 

my favorite moments 
was Oliver, a preternatu-

rally shy man, coming up 
to me onstage at the be-

ginning of one ES in 2007 
and presenting me with the 

first copy of Musicophilia.
I made some typically glib remark to the 

effect, “Ah, finally the long awaited sequel to 
MusicoHamlet,” but when I opened it there 
was the most touching inscription inside—
“For Robin Hirsch, the Cornelia Street cata-
lyst of NY’s cultural life.  With admiration & 
best wishes, Oliver S.”

Oliver became comfortable enough over 
the years to open up about his own much 
shielded private life. Finally, after almost 
four decades of acknowledged celibacy, at 
an intimate dinner on the famous ban-
quette in the back room, he introduced us 
(and by extension the world) to the beloved 
partner of his final years, Billy Hayes.

This is from Mandelbrot’s Chicken or, The 
Origins of Science, a story in Robin Hirsch’s 
interminablle work-in-progress, The Whole 
World Passes Through: Stories From the 
Cornelia Street Café.

THE TWO RHS: Robin Hirsch, Minister of Culture/Wine Czar/Dean of Faculty at Cornelia 
Street Café, wearing the legendary Cornelia Street University T-shirt, and Roald Hoffmann, 
Nobel Laureate in Chemistry, preparing for Entertaining Science, which ran for sixteen years 
at Cornelia Street. 

FOR THOSE WHO SPLURGE ON THE HIGH-
EST QUALITY FOR A SPECIAL OCCASION 
or who are used to the best Super Tuscan 
wines, Sogno Toscano is now offering their 
world-renowned Sassicaia, Tenuta San Guido, 
Bolgheri of three top-rated vintages: 2018, 
2016 and 2015. A tasting in St. Benedict's 
Garden at St. John's in the Village celebrated 
these wines the day they became available 
at the retail shop at 17 Perry Street. Photo 
credit: Camilla Santandrea
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New Production Celebrates the 
Life of Sinclair Lewis on the 
100th Anniversary of Main Street
By James V. Gambone, Ph.D.  
Producer and Co-Director 

A little over a century ago, Sinclair Lewis 
changed the way the world looked at small 
towns with the publication of Main Street. In 
the first six months of 1921 the novel sold 
over 180,000 copies, shining a light on the 
problems linked to small-town provincial 
thinking. Main Street has been translated 
into 47 languages, is taught by global schol-
ars in Germany, Russia, China, Israel, and 
elsewhere, and played a substantial role in the 
author’s 1930 Nobel Prize for Literature. It 
was the first for an American novelist! 

Now, a new internationally award-win-
ning 80-minute color and black and white 
dramatic production, The Life & Loves Of 
Sinclair Lewis, commissioned by the Sin-
clair Lewis Foundation in Sauk Centre, 
MN, Lewis’ birthplace, and funded by the 
Minnesota Arts and Cultural Heritage 
Fund through the Minnesota Historical 
Society, is available digitally at no cost on 
the foundation’s website: sinclairlewis-
foundation.org/life-and-loves. 

The foundation only asks that you make 
a tax-deductible contribution after watch-
ing it. (A two-part educational version of 
the production, with a discussion guide 
aimed at high schools and universities, 
is also available at no cost, with the same 
contribution request) 

In this original script by playwright Bob 
Beverage, based on a story idea I wrote, we 
meet the acclaimed author and his two ex-
wives, Grace Hegger Lewis and Dorothy 
Thompson, whose combined histories and 
relationships with Lewis help reveal the 
man behind the myths. Lewis and his wives 
are interviewed in an extended dream se-
quence by a modern journalist who has long 

imagined a meeting with Lewis. Many ar-
eas of Lewis’s life are revealed, including his 
writing discipline, doubts about winning the 
Nobel Prize for Literature, struggles with 
alcohol, and deep and powerful relationship 
with his hometown of Sauk Centre, Min-
nesota. Also considered is the relevance of 
his work today.

Lewis’ novels are as relevant in 2022 as 
they were when they were published. Rac-
ism, the rise of authoritarianism, religious 
hypocrisy, even life during a pandemic—
these concerns are all addressed in Kings-
blood Royal, It Can’t Happen Here, Elmer 
Gantry, and Arrowsmith. I hope this pro-
duction will intrigue new generations of 
viewers and readers to take a second look at 
Sinclair Lewis and the genre of social real-
ism he helped create and develop. The pro-
duction also draws all of the major dialogue 
of the three historical characters from their 
own spoken or written words. This ap-
proach makes the show a true docudrama. 

Again, if you watch the production, 
please consider a tax-deductible contribu-
tion to the foundation to help maintain 
the birth home of Sinclair Lewis in Sauk 
Centre, MN (pop. 4.466) and continue the 
annual Sinclair Lewis Writer’s Conference 
the first weekend of every October, the 
oldest continuing writer’s conference in the 
Upper Midwest. 

I will be keynoting the 2022 virtual Sin-
clair Lewis Society Conference on July 
14th directly from the Lewis birth home, 
and discussing the production during the 
pandemic. It is open to anyone wishing 
to attend at no cost. If you would like to 
participate, please email: Dr. Sally Parry, 
Director of the Sinclair Lewis Society. 
(Separry@ilstu.edu)  

Neil Simon’s Plaza Suite on 
Broadway—a Review
By Dana Costantino

8pm, Wednesday May 11th, 2022,  
Performance at the Hudson Theatre 
If there ever were a performance on Broad-
way that I was in sheer anticipation to see, 
it was Plaza Suite. As a native New Yorker 
and current resident of the West Village, 
home of the play’s leading actors, Sarah 
Jessica Parker and Matthew Broderick, 
I could not wait to see the genius of Neil 
Simon’s writing come to life with this real-
life couple putting their love, comedic tim-
ing and heart felt joy for the theatre into it.

The play is broken up into three acts. 
Each act sees Sarah Jessica Parker and 
Matthew Broderick playing their hand at 
being a different couple at varying stages of 
life, with different issues, needs, concerns 
and many laugh out loud and poignant 
moments at play.

The play is set at New York City’s iconic 
Plaza Hotel in Suite 719. The time pe-
riod for each act’s story is set in the late 
1960’s. While much has changed in the 
social, political and emotional landscape 
of New York City since that time, the mo-
ments that each couple faced during each 
act somehow felt present, timeless. The 
themes of marriage and potential separa-
tion in act one or long separated first loves 

and what might arise upon seeing that love 
after a long time apart in act two, and fi-
nally a couple dealing with sending their 
apprehensive only daughter down the aisle 
as it opens questions about what new mar-
riage and long-term marriage means all 
resonate with the audience. 

Sarah Jessica and Matthew have come-
dic timing and on–stage chemistry that 
can only be found in two people that not 
only have professional admiration for each 
other but personal admiration as well. The 
way they play off each other could be felt in 
the air, much to the delight of the audience. 
The play is directed by ever talented John 
Benjamin Hickey and what a fabulous job 
indeed! 

As for the costume design, the Tony 
nominated Jane Greenwood simply nailed 
it. I could not have imagined it better. Her 
costume design was the cherry on top of the 
acting and directing sundae that makes Pla-
za Suite a simply delicious Broadway treat.

The play has a limited run and will go 
through early July so be sure to get your 
tickets while you can—run don’t walk to 
the Hudson Theatre box office. A true 
toast to a New York play carried out so well 
by some of New York’s finest actors. 

Always remember to support the theatre 
and local arts!

SUBSCRIBE ONLINE
www.westviewnews.org/subscribe

SARAH JESSICA PARKER AND MATTHEW BRODERICK have comedic timing and on-stage 
chemistry that can only be found in two people that not only have professional admiration 
for each other, but personal admiration as well. Photo by Dana Constantino. 
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Where Have All the Theaters Gone?

By Dan Bianchi

When I had first moved into the downtown 
theatre environment as a working artist, 45 
years ago, New York City was quite a dif-
ferent place. Not only was it the murder 
capital of the world with its sirens howling 
non-stop every night, it was also the bleak-
est of major cities without a tree in sight in 
most neighborhoods. With little or no light 
on side streets, travel by foot was treacher-
ous, especially after dark in the Village. Let’s 
face it, Gotham, for most of us, was an unat-
tractive, very dangerous place. 

Yet, it was THE place to be if you had to 
become an actor, director, artist, writer, sing-
er, dancer and anything else that demands 
devotion to creativity.  This was the place 
to find fellow souls like ourselves. And, if 
that wasn’t enough, rents were still afford-
able even if we had to share with five other 
hopefuls. Part-time jobs were a godsend.

Despite all that, the Villages, both East 
and West, were thriving with eager souls 
making something out of nothing. Dozens of 
acting companies filled just as many theaters. 
Galleries were everywhere. Folk singers were 
still drawing nightly crowds to actual cof-
fee houses, while long lines of buyers for $3 
cheap seats at the Public queued up daily at 
4pm waiting for 8pm so they could pour into 
its four theaters presenting all kinds of plays 
with actors soon to become household names 
for years to come. Music blared from every 
street corner and from down in the subways 
below.  Each Summer, the sidewalks were 
jammed with Art lovers and tourists to the, 
then, world famous Washington Square Art 
Show. And, used book sellers lined up their 
tables not just to sell but to carry on discus-
sions about literature with passersby. 

All the while, in the West Village, leg-
endary theater houses were pumping out 
legendary writers and plays and no one 
thought that there might come a day when 
these places would become extinct. Why, 
there was so much theater going on, we 
had magazines and newspapers dedicated 
to just our downtown alternative produc-
tions complete with plenty of learned crit-
ics to follow our progress, too. 

Best of all, when the work was done for 
the day, the participants gathered in all 

sorts of meeting places and cheap restau-
rants and talked and argued about the arts 
around them. Often, we’d unite to make 
our singular efforts succeed with help from 
fellow artists. We were the remnants of the 
Sixties generation where financial profits 
were not the key goal. Many of my own 
award-winning, gigantic productions were 
made possible by help from skilled carpen-
ters, electricians, painters and the like. 

As an active senior here in the West Vil-
lage. I think I can say that all of the above 
has pretty much disappeared from NYC.  
Few of my ilk left have lasted this long into 
a new era. Yes, it was really tough to live 
back then in NYC and still produce the 
kind of exciting Art that hasn’t been seen 
since then.  Now, it’s even harder because of 
the skyrocketing economy, real estate and 
advertising. Not to mention, the pandemic. 
Part time jobs for actors won’t pay the bills 
anymore. Full time jobs prevent many from 
pursuing their life’s dreams. Many have re-
alized that balancing both seems impos-
sible, so why live in NYC at all?  

Still, I am constantly reminded of that 
famous quotation in The Third Man…

“In Italy for 30 years under the Borgias 
they had warfare, terror, murder, and blood-
shed, but they produced Michelangelo, 
Leonardo da Vinci, and the Renaissance. 
In Switzerland they had brotherly love and 
500 years of democracy and peace, and what 
did that produce? The cuckoo clock.”

Luckily, I’ve found a great home to 
keep producing my Art with my perfor-
mance group, Radiotheatre, in 200 years 
old St.John’s Sanctuary at 81 Christopher 
Street in the heart of historic Greenwich 
Village. Now, in its 19th Season, Radio-
theatre is once again presenting its criti-
cally acclaimed, LIVE version of King Kong 
complete with great cast, original orchestral 
score, fabulous projections and award-win-
ning sound design. Just bring your imagina-
tions! www.radiotheatrenyc.com. 

As a West Village resident for 45 yrs, Dan 
Bianchi is a multi-award-winning theater 
producer/writer/director/publisher, as well as, 
a Fine Artist in galleries and museums around 
the world. He continues to create Art every day. 

The 5-Boro Bike Tour
By Eric Uhlfelder

A RIDE TO REMEMBER:  
THE 44TH ANNUAL 5-BORO BIKE TOUR

It’s been a rite of spring for decades and 
it’s cancellation during the pandemic left 
many perennial riders feeling out of step 
with the season.  

The weather on the first Sunday of May—
always the day of the ride—is never certain, 
from blustery to 90-degree scorchers. Recent 
years have brought heavy, cold rain and wind, 
which once made me curtail recent rides—
getting off the Brooklyn Queens Express-
way (BQE)  at Sunset Park in Brooklyn and 
taking the subway back home; another time, 
starting the ride in Brooklyn at the base of 
Roeblings’ magnificent bridge, dressed for 
winter, to at least get in my annual crossing 
of the Verrazano Bridge.

But this May 1st, the ‘Weather Gods’ 
were smiling, delivering the most pleas-
ant conditions for the 5-borough ride I 
can recall after 25 years of making the 
schlep. Surprisingly,all 32,000 of the riders 
who signed up for the car-free tour along 
streets, highways, and bridges showed up.  

To the ride’s organizer, Ken Podziba, 
President and CEO of Bike New York, 
the event is quintessential New York. 
“We have people from every state in 
the country and from 32 nations from 
around the world,” explains Podziba. 
“And it ’s not just the largest bike event 
in the country; it ’s the most diverse and 
inclusive ride in the world.”

A staggered start is designed to help move 
the massive waves of riders up 6th Avenue 
from the downtown start.  But two-wheeled 
bottlenecks marked much of the first half of 
the ride: through Central Park up into Har-
lem, then navigating into the South Bronx 
long enough to qualify the ride as indeed 
5 boroughs, then down the Harlem River 
Drive and onto the FDR drive.  

“I felt I was in rush hour as I headed 
south toward the 59th Street Bridge,” said 
one suburban NY rider.  And this was 

made more clear as much of the magnifi-
cent cock-screw rise onto the bridge and 
above the East River turned into a walk.

Once in Queens, the ride turned north 
to Astoria Park—one of the city’s lesser-
known green jewels that sits on the conflu-
ence of the East River and the Long Island 
Sound, in the shadows of the RFK and 
Hell Gate Bridges.

It was a slog heading down to Brooklyn 
as multiple turns and small bridge cross-
ings slowed up the more tentative riders 
but by the time we reached the base of the 
Brooklyn Bridge and worked our way up 
onto the BQE, all became splendid. The 
expansive elevated highway on the edge of 
the East River brought magnificent views 
of Downtown and an easy flat ride all the 
way to the foot of the Verrazano Bridge.

This is always my favorite part of the 
tour, the mile-long climb up to the verti-
cal peak of the ride at the bridge’s midspan. 
To the right, there’s the skyline of Lower 
Manhattan that now bleeds into Jersey 
City’s towers. To the left, a phenomenal 
ocean view. Only from this vantage point 
can one take in the breadth of the ride.

Then we enjoyed an effortless glide down 
into Staten Island and onto the borough’s 
eastern shoreline that offers vistas not seen 
by most New Yorkers back to the Verrazano 
and across the harbor to the Downtown.

Unfortunately, for reasons unknown to 
most, the ride’s organizers decided not to 
direct us straight into the Staten Island 
ferry terminal. Instead, they sent us on a 
circuitous walk after biking 40 miles. It 
was suppose to be where participants could 
celebrate finishing and check out an array 
of supporting sponsor exhibits. For many, 
it was an unnecessary delay to board the 
ferry where one can only then relax, kick 
up one’s feet, and take in the skyline as we 
make our return back to Manhattan.

Well, maybe they’ll work out the kinks 
next year. but I wouldn’t have missed the 
ride for the world as it is indeed the one 
event that marks spring has arrived.

TIMMY WALCZAK, MADDIE LONG AND IAN SCHULZ in King Kong. Photo: Wes Shippee.

THE FIVE-BOROUGH BIKE TOUR, as seen on the Brooklyn-Queens Expressway. Photo by 
Eric Uhlfelder.
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Body&Soul
Sponsored by Integral Yoga

On October 15, 1970, a beautiful brownstone building on 
West 13th Street in historic Greenwich Village was dedi-
cated as the New York IYI. Both an ashram and a teaching 
center, it became a beacon for spiritual seekers from all over 
New York City and is the place where thousands of people 
experienced Yoga for the first time. Many New Yorkers also 
discovered the joys and benefits of a vegetarian diet when the 
Integral Yoga Natural Foods store opened in the West 13th 
Street building in March 1972. For a long time, it was the 
only place in the city where they could purchase exclusively 
vegetarian products consistent with the principles of purity 
and nonviolence that are at the heart of Yoga.

Over the years, the New York IYI has grown to become one of 
the most respected and beloved Yoga centers in the city, an oa-
sis for busy New Yorkers and out-of-town visitors. Six Yoga 
rooms, each painted a different color and each displaying a 
symbol honoring all faiths to reflect Swami Satchidananda’s 
credo that “Truth is One, Paths are Many,” together consti-
tute an environment of peace and serenity. More than 6,000 
students each month attend 125 weekly Hatha Yoga classes at 
all levels, including Prenatal, Postnatal, Flow, Restorative, 
and Gentle. IYI pioneered Yoga for those with H.I.V. and 
AIDS. Nearly 200 active teachers teach as Karma Yoga—
that is, as an unpaid offering.

Institute

Breathe       ~          Relax        ~          Repeat     
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Peer Therapy for Overweight and Obesity: Learning From Each Other
By Roberta Russell

Some people lose their appetites when 
feeling rejected, but mine increases, espe-
cially for sweets and comfort foods. Even 
though I have been at a normal weight for 
the past 21 yeaars, that psychological and 
physiological connection remains. 

Recently, in preparation for a forma-
tive fall event on long-term weight loss at 
Columbia TC, I was delighted to discover 
solid evidence for the powerful contribu-
tion of peer influence. 

At Nagoya University in Japan (Journal of 
Medical Internet Research, 2013:15(7):e136) 
an experiment revealed an increase in 
pounds lost when participants shared their 
weight loss journeys with peers online. 

A web-based self-disclosure system was 
developed with the guidance of a group of di-
etitians who conveyed their messages to select 
overweight participants using photographs 
of meals. Weight-losers were randomly as-
signed to either an emailed group who only 
received guidance from the dietitians, or to a 
group who had both the guidance and forced 
disclosure of their weight loss journeys. This 
more transparent group could see how their 
peers were doing by their reports. Weight loss 
was significantly greater in the group that 
was aware of the performances of their peers. 

I am not surprised. The free calorie and 
exercise logging group that I initiated 21 
years ago, in New York City and the Ad-
irondacks, is still operative, now online (see 
Permanent Weight Loss).

We are clearly affected by each other’s 

accounts of our daily calories consumed 
and expended through exercise. Treatment 
for life, without cost, is working for us. 

You may be surprised to know how easy 
it is for the lucky ones who have the com-
bination of genes that make feeling satis-
fied after eating just the calories they burn 
more likely. Nevertheless, these individuals 
are still not immune from the consequenc-
es of overeating and under-exercising. 

Dr. Joseph Proietto, professor emeritus 
at the University of Melbourne and chair 
of the Clinical Care Committee on World 
Obesity, is an endocrinologist specializ-
ing in diabetes and obesity. As one of the 
world’s top experts on obesity, he will be 
participating in a life-size screen broadcast 
from Melbourne, Australia. He is very clear 
about the physiologically-based propensity 
to regain weight once you have lost it, or to 
have gained excess weight in the first place.

For me it takes planning and support to 
sustain the weight I desire. An attendant 
online cohort of companions who are in 
my court, sharing the struggle to get to 
or stay at an ideal weight and then avoid 
the almost inevitable weight re-gain once 
they’ve reached their goals, has proven to 
be very helpful during the past 21 years. 

Now I would like to help connect more 
people (even internationally, at least by 
email) who are willing to do what it takes 
to keep excess weight off.

Obesity remains one of the most common 
public health problems in the world. Email is 
not only available for one-on-one communi-

cation, but also for uninterrupted group sup-
port for weight loss and maintenance.

Now that I have the high-tech opportu-
nities that Columbia TC makes available, I 
intend to share the findings of some of the 
professors and researchers who have dedi-
cated their careers to research on weight 
loss. Using Zoom and in-person meeting 
in the service of extending our collective 
weight loss and maintenance journey, I 
would welcome the participation of other 
adventurers, wherever you are, as long as 
you are prepared to take on the commit-
ment of doing what it takes and staying “in 
treatment” with a buddy for life (without 
financial costs). More about what success-
ful long-term weight losers do is free to 
download from permanentweightloss.org.

Since the recidivism rate for weight loss 
affects almost everyone, treatment for life 
is an ideal solution. If you are one of the 74 
percent of people who are overweight, why 
not stem the problem of weight re-gain 
with the support of fellow travelers?

See you lighter soon? 

Roberta Russell is the author of R.D. Laing 
& Me: Lessons in Love with R.D. Laing 
(Hillgarth Press, 1992), Report on Effec-
tive Psychotherapy: Legislative Testimony 
(Hillgarth Press, 1981, 1984, 1994), and 
Report on Permanent Weight Loss (Colum-
bia Academic Commons, 2017). 

Breaking Free of  Co-dependency
By Dana Costantino

Sometimes you just need to move on but 
might not know how or even realize that 
you need to. To take yourself out of a situa-
tion or relationship and begin to take steps 
towards not repeating habit patterns that 
could be unhealthy both mentally and phys-
ically has so many layers. So often we stay 
in situations and relationships longer than 
we should due to assorted reasons such as 
co-dependency, a misguided need to prove a 
point, to seek validation or quite simply be-
cause we are worried about how it will make 
us look. This can be thought of as a mental 
‘hamster wheel’ of sorts. We go around and 
around with an up and down again as the 
pattern repeats because behaviors have not 

profoundly changed. 
Like so many of us, especially after a couple 

of years of our world being in a pandemic, as 
we are now on the other side of that, I know 
I am looking at what has worked in my life, 
what has not, and what if not working can I 
change to either make all the relationships in 
my life be they family, friends, colleagues or 
neighbors stable. While we can certainly do 
personal work to help grow and heal ourselves 
as an individual, we cannot necessarily be the 
agent of growth and change for another.

If we do the work to grow as an indi-
vidual and are still in situations that are 
not seeing healthy emotional and/or physi-
cal outcomes or do not bring our personal 
best to the forefront, it comes time to think 

about letting go. Or truly changing the 
structure of communication.

Looking at co-dependency, co-depen-
dency refers to a psychological construct 
involving an unhealthy relationship that 
people might share with those closest to 
them, so many of us are in and have cre-
ated situations in our lives that are co-de-
pendent. This often happens unknowingly 
and unintentionally. Staying too long in a 
co-dependent situation can lead to a fear 
of being without that person or situation or 
inability to live to one’s best self. 

There are several steps that I have been 
looking at lately and learned about through 
consulting with a trusted health profes-
sional. The five steps are:

•  Recognize your own behaviors that are 
co-dependent

•  Set boundaries with others
•  Embrace the feelings that follow
•  Do not feel powerless, you can act in your 

own life, you are capable
•  Embrace the change that will come with 

breaking patterns, remove fear of the un-
known and new
There are some great support groups and 

places to seek guidance if you feel that you may 
be in a co-dependent relationship or situation. 
Here in NYC, there are many meetings each 
week to explore finding a healthier dynamic. 
Check out nyccoda.org to learn more about 
meetings. I wish you well NYC. 

BEFORE AND AFTER.  Photos courtesy of  
Roberta Russell.

TO ADVERTISE  IN OUR NEXT 
"BODY AND SOUL" WELLNESS SECTION

CALL DUSTY AT 212.924.5718
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The Family of Chinese Fashion Influencer Has 
No Idea About His Instagram Fame
By Karilyn Prisco

I sat down with fashion trailblazer, social media influencer, 
and music artist Tim Shang to talk about his love for the West 
Village and how fashion has been a huge part of his journey as a 
gay Chinese artist. I met Tim when I was out and about taking 
photos for my monthly column Style on the Street. Tim was an 
immediate standout. Not just with his fashion sensibility, but 
with his energy, creativity, and kindness. The more he shared, 
the more intrigued I was by his story…

Where did you grow up? 
I’m a Chinese who lives in the States over eight years since 
college. I’m from a small city in China, but a small-sized 
city in China still has one million people. My home city is 
Bengbu City, Anhui Province. 
What brought you to NYC? 
I went to college in Iowa for my undergrad; I studied finance. 
I had an internship opportunity in NYC after college, and 
fell in love with NYC because of the people, fashion, and di-
verse culture here. I then made the decision to go to graduate 
school at Fordham Lincoln Center for my master’s degree.
What was your experience when coming out to your 
parents and friends in China? 
My experience coming out to my parents is very tough be-
cause they don’t have access to correct information about LG-
BTQ+ and they can’t understand it. They do not accept my 
lifestyle. They think I’m brainwashed by American culture. 
My friends accept it very easily because younger generations 
in China are more open-minded about homosexuality. 
Share what your “Debutante” identity is. 
Debutante is a French word that describes a young lady 
getting started in society. I thought I was like a debutante 
when I’d just moved to New York City because everything 
was new to me. 
Do your family and friends in China know of your 
Debutante identity?

My family doesn’t know anything about me and my social 
media because they do not have access to Instagram and 
major social media platforms in China. My parents have no 
idea I have thousands of followers on Instagram. I know 
they cannot understand that and they worry about what 
people will think of the family if it becomes known that 
their son is homosexual. 
What impact has social media had on your life? 
Connection with people and encouraging more people like 
me to be themselves. People on social media really like my 
energy and confidence. I’ve made so many good friends 

from social media. I also appreciate people’s love and sup-
port for me on social media, to motivate myself to be true 
and authentic.
What does fashion mean to you? 
Fashion is a life attitude. You don’t have to buy expensive 
designer clothes to be fashionable. You can wear whatever 
makes you feel happy, confident, and yourself. 
What do you love most about NYC? 
People here are very diverse and open-minded! Also, the 
fashion industry here is very fashion-forward!
What is your favorite thing to do in the West Village? 
Restaurants and cute cafes! I like to hang out with friends 
dining in the Village because the West Village reminds 
me of Europe. The neighborhood is cute and chill, which 
makes me feel like escaping from the city to relax.
Why is the West Village one of your favorite  
neighborhoods? 
It’s gay and fab! Gay bars, good restaurants, and stylish 
young people hanging out here.
What are your plans for PRIDE? 
I love PRIDE and I hosted my first PRIDE party in the 
West Village in 2019 because the West Village is the ori-
gin of PRIDE. This year, I will be visiting China during 
the summer, but I will have a pride celebration dinner with 
my gay friends in Shanghai.

You can follow Tim on Instagram at @timsshang. He 
will be releasing his music single about being gay, this 
summer before PRIDE. You can support and listen on 
Spotify, https://tinyurl.com/2p86zrh6

Karilyn Prisco is the Fashion Director of WestView News 
and Social Media Manager for WestView News’s “Style on 
the Street” (IG@styleonthestreet_westviewnews). She is a 
full-time fashion stylist and a graduate of The Fashion In-
stitute of Technology. Her latest projects include the LaQuan 
Smith Fall 2022 NYFW runway show. 

FASHION TRAILBLAZER, SOCIAL MEDIA INFLUENCER AND 
MUSIC ARTIST, TIM SHANG. Photo provided by Tim Shang.

Local Finds. Local Love.
Support some of our favorite West Village shops and designers.

 Curated by Karilyn Prisco

Zuri
363 Bleecker
“Fantasi” Dress 
100% Cotton kitenge sources in Tanzania
shopzuri.com

Inaya
215 West 10th St
“Watermelon Fall Tourmaline Necklace”
Tourmaline 14K gold-filled chain
inayajewelry.com

Daniella Shevel
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“BellaDonna” in Intense Pink
Handcrafted in Italy & Brazil
daniellashevel.com

Tarin Thomas
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“Frederick Smiley Face” Ring
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Made in NYC
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Style on the Street: Somewhere Over the Rainbow

Photos by Karilyn PriscoFollow us on Instagram @styleonthestreet_WestViewNews
Submit your favorite neighborhood fashion looks for a chance to be featured.

By Karilyn Prisco
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Greenwich Village Little League Enjoys 
Memorial Day Tournament and  
Honors Former Board Member
By Anthony Paradiso

The heat of summer is upon the heart of the Village and 
that means Little League Baseball’s opening act is almost 
finished. Greenwich Village Little League is the heart of 
Spring for kids in the lower west side, its innumerable 
teams and players aged 4-18 are preparing for a grand finale 
to their spring season.

President Peter Marino has led the Little League for 
eight years and he described how getting things back to 
where they were pre-pandemic has felt like.

“All the games are going well, and we’re excited to be back 
at full power. We’re 90 percent of where we were two years 
ago, pre-pandemic and we seem to have bounced back solidly.”

The league has the luxury of having close to ten fields 
across Manhattan to choose from, but there are always a 
few times where field availability is not there, and Ma-
rino says they “work around it by working closely with 
NYC parks.”

Friday, May 27 kicked off the Memorial Day tournament 
where little league teams from the Harlem Little League, 
GVLL and several others compete for tickets to a Brooklyn 
Cyclones game. The representatives from GVLL this year 
include four baseball and two softball teams but first it is 
important to recognize one of the Little League’s great-
est past figures. That man was Carlo Saldana, who passed 
away in 2020 after a career with GVLL that “spanned three 
decades” according to the Village Sun.

“Carlo was one of our most important Boarders and 
coaches of the past 20-30 years and we’ve been honoring 
him for 2 year during our opening day ceremonies and 
[throughout] the year. We’ve dedicated the Angels in our 
majors division to Carlo’s memory.”

Giving the little leaguers a goal to shoot for like the tour-
nament that will judge their abilities against other leagues 
is a fine idea that gives the parents and players something 
to look forward to (cold towels, drinks and timeliness as the 
great New York Yankee Hall-of-Famer, Yogi Berra always 
expected from his players). All things considered; the tour-
nament is really a celebration of the work that goes into the 
spring season as GVLL President Peter Marino described.

“We organize this travel league for kids who [want to] play 
at a higher level and this is the core of our Memorial Day 
tournament. We form these teams out of kids who are en-
thusiastic and that have been playing on this travel team dur-
ing the spring and they represent GVLL at the tournament.”

Parents interested in learning more about GVLL’s trav-
el baseball and softball leagues should contact the league’s 
board but that is not the only news WestView has to offer. 
Next week, registration for GVLL’s summer baseball and 
softball season will commence and that season will run from 
‘Independence Day’ July fourth until the end of August.

WestView News will continue covering the Greenwich 
Village Little league and will feature articles by parents 
next month. Please consider subscribing to learn more 
about summer fun in the Village, here in the sports section!

HARDWARE STORES AND 

CONTRACTOR SERVICES:

YOUR AD HERE!
Call George
212.924.5718

Native Manhattanite and West Village resident  
for the past 42 years. 

Licensed in Real Estate for the past 21. 
Board Certified New York Residential Specialist (NYRS®).  

Here to help you and yours find your next perch or move on 
whether in New York or elsewhere, when the time comes again. 

Alexander de Bordes  
917-640-3707   

alexander.debordes@compass.com 

Hourly Handyman Services
Professional Painting Projects
Electrical & Carpentry Work

MICHAEL RUSSO, PROPRIETOR 
 917.476.4146 • info@porterstable.com

Serving the West Village for 11 Years

• •
70 GREENWICH AVE. • WEST VILLAGE • NYC

Brian J. Pape
AIA-LEED-AP, President
BRIANPAPE@MAC.COM

917-334-3293

130 BARROW ST.
NEW YORK, NY 10014
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Architectural Editor

Brian J. Pape
Architect  & 

Consultant PC

A LITTLE LEAGUE PITCHER DELIVERS TO HOME PLATE 
during a Memorial Day tournament little league game at 
Pier 40's baseball fields. Photo courtesy of Peter Marino.



As a long time West Village resident and a Real Estate Broker 
with over 20 years of experience working with buyers and 
sellers, I’m proud to let my reviews speak for themselves!

Frank Veilson
Licensed as Francis H Veilson 
Licensed Associate Real Estate Broker
m 646.734.2314 | o 212.444.7863
frank.veilson@corcoran.com

Real estate agents affiliated with The Corcoran Group are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of The Corcoran Group. 
Equal Housing Opportunity. The Corcoran Group is a licensed real estate broker located at 590 Madison Ave, NY, NY 10022. All information furnished 
regarding property for sale or rent or regarding financing is from sources deemed reliable, but Corcoran makes no warranty or representation as 
to the accuracy thereof. All property information is presented subject to errors, omissions, price changes, changed property conditions, and 
withdrawal of the property from the market, without notice. 

Happy Pride NYC!

Scan for Frank's reviews! 




