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Northwell Health and West-
View News invite you to a  
free holiday concert  
performed by The Schiller  
nstitute Choir, at St. Veronica.

Classic, R&B, and Rock to 
benefit American Cancer 
Society. Come and dance 
the night away.

HOLIDAY SING-ALONG

By Kambiz Shekdar, Ph.D                               

Thirty-forty years ago, thousands of gay 
men were abandoned and left to die of 
AIDS in New York City’s St. Vincent’s 
Hospital. On the occasion of World AIDS 
Day, Research Foundation to Cure AIDS 
(RFTCA) announced plans to build its 
AIDS cure incubator at the former site of 
the St. Vincent’s AIDS ward. 

The idea of incubating a global cure 
for AIDS in the former AIDS ward of 
St. Vincent’s originated with George 
Capsis, publisher of WestView News. As 
a long-time West Village resident and 
the neighborhood’s “chief,” George is a 
champion for any bereft and bewildered 
residents, as well as for any merchants 
and their needs. 

When St. Vincent’s shuttered its doors, 
closing the only hospital in the West Vil-
lage, the chief found himself to have be-
come a bereft and bewildered resident also. 
As reported by DNAinfo, August 19, 2013: 

“My wife died two days ago. She was 
at a hospital in the Bronx. I had to trav-

AIDS Memorial May See AIDS Cure
el an hour and a half to get to see her,” 
Capsis explained, saying his wife An-
dromache Capsis died of lung cancer at 
the age of 87. “If this hospital [still] had 
existed, I could have walked two blocks 
and spent time with her in the last hours 
of her life.”

I met George during the 50th anniver-
sary of the Stonewall police riots at the 
NYC World Pride parade. Dusty Berke, 
president of Tiles for America, the 9/11 
memorial in the West Village, invited 
George to join us as we united our commu-
nities to launch our FREE FROM AIDS 
campaign from the site on the parade route 
across the street from the AIDS memorial. 

My organization celebrated 50 years of 
LGBT progress by setting out to eradi-
cate AIDS from the earth and to elimi-
nate HIV/AIDS-related suffering for the 
next 50 years and beyond. The very next 
day, working around the clock, WestView 
News published our awareness campaign, 
which was the first-ever public service an-
nouncement for curing AIDS. 

By George Capsis

Iran-born Kambiz Shekdar, Ph.D., the 
president of the Research Foundation 
to Cure AIDS (RFTCA), speaks with 
precision and clarity that the end goal 
should not be limited to protecting our-
selves from being infected by HIV/AIDS 
using prophylactics but to cure and nip it 
in the bud.  To that end, he recently met 
with Alexander Hellinger, the executive 
director of Lenox Health Greenwich 
Village (the Northwell urgent care center 
at 13th Street and 7th Avenue) to ask for 
1,600 square feet to build a laboratory to 

actually and finally find a cure for AIDS - 
and how appropriate to do it in Greenwich 
Village where AIDS first made its appear-
ance in the early 1980’s as it began to kill 
over 100,000 men and women. New York 
and Greenwich Village was and still is the 
AIDS capital of this country. 
    Hellinger conducted Shekdar through 
the Northwell’s gleaming facility and sug-
gested that they might find room for the 
cure lab in Rudin Building just across 7th 
avenue which was, ironically, the location 
of the AIDS ward of the now condo-con-

sumed St. Vincent’s Hospital.
As Kambiz explains, AIDS weakens the 
immune system and opens patients to all 
infections.  We spend billions on treat-
ment and prophylactic drugs, which is 
enormously profitable to the drug compa-
nies, but no real effort is being made to 
cure the underlying disease.
    Openly HIV-positive City Council 
Speaker Corey Johnson spoke out against 
the profiteering of AIDS drug companies 
in December. Being gay and living with 
HIV/AIDS, it is hoped he will be sym-

pathetic and help find city funding needed 
for RFTCA’s cure lab. Prophetically, the 
new AIDS lab should it be built, will over-
look the AIDS Memorial. 
    Symbolically, Hellinger offered to spon-
sor a Christmas coral concert at St. Ve-
ronica’s Church on Christopher Street.  St. 
Veronica displays the only known church 
memorial to New York’s and Greenwich 
Villages AID victims.  
    Please come to the concert at St. Veron-
ica 138 Christopher Street on December 
22nd at 4 o’clock. 
 

Northwell May Host Lab to Cure AIDS

SEE PAGE 28SEE PAGE 17

MOZART AT ST. JOHNS 

THOUSANDS MARCH TO A SINGLE MESSAGE - CURE AIDS: The 2019 Gay Pride Parade 
marchers advance toward what had been St. Vincent’s Hospital’s main building (on the right), where 
thousands died, and the Northwell Medical complex (across the street on the left) which may house a 
laboratory to cure AIDS. Photo credit: Ismael Ramirez.

December 7th at 4 o’clock 
holiday concert, a gift from 
Sarah Jessica Parker. Go 
to stjvny.org to see the St. 
John’s calendar of event.

SEE PAGE 30
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Love from Lily and George

Dear Mr. Capsis:

This is Lily’s (and George’s adoptive)
father, Juan. I wanted to write a quick 
thank you note for including Lily and 
George in your November issue. You have 
no idea how special it’s been to see her 
anticipate its publication, and eventual 
printing and arrival. 

We live at The Vermeer, where copies of 
your Westview News are snapped up like 
hot cakes. It turns out that a few of the 
residents spotted the photo of Lily and 
George and were chuffed to see them 
profiled. One of our neighbors even 
cut out the profile and put it up on her 
fridge door! Lily’s school principal and 
her 3rd Grade teacher thought it was all 
very exciting! It does certainly take a vil-
lage to raise a child! 

And, for our part, copies of the No-
vember issue of Westview News are on 
their way to George’s initial family in 
upstate New York, and to family and 
friends in Sydney, Australia. We shared 
the online version on Facebook and the 
whole thing received a lot of attention 
from far and wide on this beautiful blue 
planet. 

I want to thank you, and Dusty Berke, 
for this wonderful turn of events. Life is 
made special by little turns and generosi-
ties such as this one, and we’re very grate-
ful to you for this lovely experience. 

Best wishes to you from all of us. 

Juan, Diana, Lily, and George (14-weeks) 

WestViews
Correspondence, Commentary, CorrectionsCorrespondence, Commentary, Corrections

WestView

BRIEFLY NOTED

MIA SAYS: The greatest gift is  
unconditional love.

Bell Labs’s  
Nobel Prize-winning  

Scientists

Dear editor,

I would like to correct an error in the 
article I wrote for the November issue 
(“Bell Labs’ Second-Best-Kept Secret”), 
provided by a reader who informed me 
that Walter Brattain’s Nobel Prize was 
not for inventing the MRI.  He was 
awarded the Nobel Prize “for the photo 
effect at the surface of a semiconductor, 
which he shared with John Bardeen and 
William Shockley.” I am grateful for 
yet another reminder of the value of a 
neighborhood paper with a readership 
of knowledgeable people who are will-
ing to provide their expertise. Thanks!  
Catherine Revland

 Thanks,
Catherine Revland

“Yah got to be kidding”!

Some 60 years ago when I worked for 
IBM at 590 Madison Avenue one of our 
very nice lady colleagues ( we had very few 
women working then ) lived in the East 
sixties and decided to bike to work and 
did so every day. How rare this was can be 
attested to by the fact that a Times pho-
tographer caught her and her extraordi-
nary mode of transportation and her photo 
appeared with a disbelieving caption -” 
women bikes to work”.

—George Capsis 

Taking a Joyride on 14th 
Street

After reading and writing so much about the 
14th Street experiment in the newspapers, I 
wanted to experience it myself. On the first 
day the new busway plan went into effect, I 
biked up Washington Street to 14th Street to 
test the waters. What I found was an eerily 
deserted-like streetscape, much like what I 
found on 42nd Street the day before the mar-
athon race. No cars. Since there was no traffic 
to fight, it was like having the entire street as 

a bike lane. I now make it a plan to bike on 
14th Street as often as possible, since hardly 
anyone else is using it. 

However, that momentary pleasure 
does not outweigh the horrendous bur-
den put on the neighboring streets. De-
ceptive press releases from DOT, brag-
ging about how successful the experiment 
was almost immediately, is not what the 
other streets are experiencing. Recently, 
neighbors spoke out at the Community 
Board 2 hearing—focusing the spotlight 
on the harsh reality—telling of the hor-
rendous conditions caused by illegal large 
truck deliveries and car traffic backed up 
for blocks at street lights. Panhandlers 
have now descended on the stalled traf-
fic to solicit handouts; will the squeegee 
beggars be far behind? Borough President 
Gail Brewer’s office has reportedly hired 
Sam Schwartz’s traffic engineers to do a 
thorough survey of the situation and will 
report back. 

It will be hard to hide the truth much longer.

Thank you,
—Brian J. Pape, AIA

HAPPY HOLIDAYS 
FROM WESTVIEW NEWS!
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By Emily Roemer

What is privilege as it pertains to a village, 
you may ask? Let me explain. By defini-
tion, “vil·lage priv·i·lege” is a special right, 
advantage, or immunity granted or avail-
able only to inhabitants of a particular set 
of streets in lower Manhattan.

Sure, a glass of wine might be double (or 
triple) the cost it would be a few avenues away, 
and the rent per square foot is an embarrass-
ing and hilarious topic to my friends back 
home. Nevertheless, the West Village is argu-
ably the most ideal place to live in the city, if 
not the world.

I moved here a little over a year ago from a 
somewhat small town in the south. And now 
here I am—stuck in one of the most expensive 
neighborhoods in the city in an apartment I 
nicknamed “the dollhouse” because of its size. 
It is less than 500 square feet, and I share it. 
But I digress...I’m “stuck” here because of how 
in love I feel with the West Village’s allure and 
its dwellers.

A great example of this happened a few 
months ago. I met a local man and we struck 
up a conversation about his history in the Vil-
lage. Turns out, he’s lived here for over forty-
five years and hasn’t been above 14th street in 
four years! He said candidly, “I don’t want to 
get a nosebleed going that far uptown.” At the 
time, I had not lived here long enough to un-
derstand; but I thought to myself, “Wow—if 
that isn’t neighborhood loyalty, I’m not sure 
what is.”

I grew up in Shreveport, Louisiana, and 
it was really nice, not “I never want to leave” 
nice, but comfortable and happy. I took for 
granted the green grass, slow mornings, driv-
ing with my windows rolled down, seemingly 
unlimited space, and 

proximity to my loved ones. 

Needless to say, moving here was not the 
easiest thing I’ve ever done. The apartment 
search alone was a nightmare. Adjusting to 
the loud subway, the hustling people every-
where, being so far away from my siblings, 
and the winter were all challenges. The snow 
was especially of concern, considering that 
on Christmas day in my hometown last year 
it was 75 degrees and sunny. Yet, the day I 
moved in and found my place here, I knew 
this neighborhood and I were going to be in a 
committed relationship for the long run. 

Moving to the West Village reminded me a 
little bit of going to summer camp for the first 
time. Everything is new, and extremely con-
venient. So there is a gym directly across the 
street from my bedroom? Check. A handful 
of parks in which to longingly gaze at other 
peoples “designer” dogs, a place for high tea 
and long afternoons next door, and cobble-
stone streets? Check, check, and check. Was 
this...Utopia? I thought to myself. 

After a year of living here I can say confi-
dently that living in the West Village is like 
joining the coolest club. I love everything 
about it, but here is my short list:

 
1. The quiet streets. Something I thought I 
was kissing goodbye when I moved to NYC, 
the West Village allows for quiet strolls 
down some of the most beautiful streets. 

2. Exceedingly friendly and interesting peo-
ple. Southern hospitality is so real at home, 
and upon moving here I thought it would 
be a big culture shock to not have that. But 
locals have proved me wrong from day one. 
This is a place that you can, and are encour-
aged to be, whoever you want to be. 

3. The Corner Bistro. The cash-only burg-
er joint that seems like it is straight out of 

a 1980s movie. I walk in there feeling nos-
talgic for a time during which I wasn’t even 
alive. And that makes me feel something. 

4. My bodega. Bethel Gourmet Food is run 
by a married couple who could not be nicer. 
They special-order my favorite jasmine tea 
and always have fresh flowers at a reason-
able price, not to mention—they are lovely. 

5. WestView News. The first month I was 
here the paper was delivered to my build-
ing and I immediately felt like I was part of 
something. I felt a great sense of commu-

Privilege in the Village

nity. Leafing through the events in the cal-
endar section, the homages to restaurants 
that were closing their doors, and learning 
about the rich history of my neighborhood 
made life just that much sweeter. 

I love New York City, but I really love the 
West Village. 

Signed, Emily—a southerner turned West 
Villager, feeling so privileged to live in this vil-
lage.

Signed Emily, a southerner turned West Vil-
lager, feeling so privileged to live in this village. 

THE WEST VILLAGE:  Graphic by Emily Roemer, @roemerdeisigns. 

La Petite Ecole, a Bilingual 
“Art-de-Vivre” Preschool in 
the Village
By Alexis Lloyd

Frenchmen in New York, and French-
women for that matter, usually avoid the 
company of other French people in New 
York. We want to become New Yorkers. 
This often leads to romance with Ameri-
cans, which leads to the birth of New 
Yorker babies carrying two passports (or 
more). But every year, the happy cohort of 
bicultural families running around in the 
city parks becomes an anxious cohort of 
bicultural parents confronted with the neu-
rotically charged process of choosing a pre-
school. Suddenly bilingualism is no longer 
a curiosity; it becomes a puzzle. Que faire?
    Enter Virgil de Voldère and La Petite 
Ecole. Coming from a family steeped in the 

art world and a gallerist himself, he created 
La Petite Ecole 12 years ago in the Upper 
West Side, not only as a French bilingual 
preschool but also as a preschool of the arts, 
based on the belief that nothing learns so 
swiftly as the hungry mind of a three-year-
old and that natural creativity for language 
and art can be activated very young. Last 
year La Petite Ecole opened on West 10th 
Street in a brownstone next to the Church 
of the Ascension on Fifth Avenue—a 
small, wonderful place where all activities 
are artistic, no object is generic, and teach-
ers are not only coached by psychologists 
but also by speech therapists and artists-
in-residence (painters, musicians, dancers); 
a place where a four-year-old effortlessly 
learns the difference between Malevich 

and Mondrian and finds herself spotting 
Matisse posters in the subway.
    La Petite Ecole is different from other 
New York preschools in many ways. It’s 
more than a place where kids acquire the 
skill of speaking French; they also learn 
the language of drawing, the language of 
music, and the language of table man-
ners. And beyond the arts, they learn a 
certain art de vivre as early as the age of 
three. As a result, many families without 
a French-born parent have also been at-
tracted to La Petite Ecole. 
    To achieve that goal, Virgil de Voldère 
developed a method influenced by the phi-
losophy of Reggio Emilia (one of the best 
progressive education models in the world), 
by the values of the International Baccalau-
reate (with its emphasis on curiosity, critical 
thinking and compassion), and by his own 
belief in and commitment to developing 
autonomy through creativity and the prac-
tice of the arts—all this without sacrificing 
a few old-world traditions: good manners 
at the table (children learn l’art de la table 
at La Petite Ecole, which means no finger-

food, enjoying cutting fruits together, serv-
ing others, and engaging in conversation) 
and good manners in general (politeness 
and kindness towards others—children as 
well as adults). 
    The West Village has proven to be 
a perfect fit for La Petite Ecole. One of 
the last remaining corners of bohemia in 
America, even if it struggles with gentri-
fication, it provides a natural home for 
a school created as a fusion of the Rive 
Gauche spirit, the New York art world 
and the love of teaching young children 
in hyper-creative ways. A joyful, whim-
sical, bobo (bourgeois bohème) achieve-
ment, it might be one of the best things 
we can ever offer to our bicultural (and 
tricultural) little New Yorkers. 

La Petite Ecole (Greenwich Village) is 
located at 7 West 10th Street. 
Visit the site: www.lpeny.com

Alexis Lloyd is a French filmmaker living in 
the West Village. His daughter and his son 
have both been students at La Petite Ecole.

.
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Survivors of the Lost Village:  
James Drougas
By Roger Paradisio

James Drougas always loved books. “When 
I was 12 years old, I used to visit a small 
book shop on Main Street in Patchogue, 
Long Island and decided early I wanted to 
make a career of it.” 

“I am trying to be a space that offers un-

known treasures at irresistible prices that 
lures people from around the world into 
interests they sometimes didn’t even know 
they had. I try to make it entertaining and 
especially amusing…. (Books are) always 
below half normal price, but also a very care-
ful range of gems from what is available at 
these prices... Books for children, seekers, 
cultural adepts, utopian anarchists, non-vi-
olent revolutionaries, democratic socialists, 
alternate historians, Feminists, prophets, 
poets, filmmakers.”

I ask if he has any famous custom-
ers? “Patti Smith is the most loyal famed 
visitor, always peeking in at our William 
Blake books. We have had so many with 
some regularity in the past.  Irwin Corey 
was a great friend, Allen Ginsberg and 
Paul Krassner in our earlier days, Susan 
Sarandon, Tim Robbins, Richard Gere, 
Yoko and Sean Lennon, Sam Shepard, 
Jimmy Page, Mike Myers, Amy Poehler, 

JAMES DROUGAS OF UNOPPRESSIVE 

NON-IMPERIALIST BARGAIN BOOKS, 34 
Carmine Street, Greenwich Village. 
Photo by Roger Paradiso

Diller’s Little Island Announced

By Brian J. Pape, AIA

Diller Island, aka Pier 55, has a new 
name—“Little Island”— announced by 
a November 13th press release and car-
toonish banners at the construction site. 
Almost five years ago, when WestView 
News coined the name “Diller Island” to 
describe the 2.7 acres of giant offshore 
tilting concrete mushrooms from 12th to 
14th Streets in the West Village, to our 
delight the New York Times picked up on 
our name and the area became Diller Is-
land—until recently, when Hollywood 
show business impresario Barry Diller de-
cided to call his ego-trip “Little Island,” 
perhaps to verbally diminish the disaster, 
despairing the exploding costs.

The Diller/von Furstenberg Family 
Foundation and P55Inc. re-branded the 
Thomas Heatherwick Studio-designed 

THE LITTLE ISLAND: under construction. New “pods” are reaching farther out and higher 
above the water. Credit Photo by Chris Manis

t looks very nice, very open, very generous and very sane in design -hence it is costing a 
fraction of Diller Island. Image credit: !melk Studio

tourist attraction on November 13th. Lo-
cated only one block west of the Highline 
tourist park, we should expect to see more 
projects initiated by these two groups to 
draw the crowds to the Village.

Construction is pushing the size and 
height of Little Island ever larger and 
greater, starting at the historic Pier 54 
archway and stretching to where Pier 56 
used to be, adding more of the 132 pot-
shaped concrete structures high enough 
to avoid flooding. The landscaped arti-
ficial island will include a 700-seat am-
phitheater, for concerts and other per-
formances via paid tickets, and will be 
reached by two connecting bridges paid 
for by the city at a taxpayer cost of $40 
million. 

First estimated at $130 million nearly 
four years ago, before being shut down by 
a lawsuit, Diller Island was revived in Oc-

all so enthused about the shop.”
I ask Jim what he is doing now to survive 

in the Village? “For many years I have had 
sub-tenants to keep alive paying the rent.  
I have also had more than a few generous 
patrons who have been extra generous at 
times. Many customers come by with some 
regularity saying out loud they want to do 
their part to support the shop.”  
When I last visited the shop weeks ago, I 
saw a new neon sign in the window.  Jim 
has taken on a Psychic Reader in the front 
quarter of the store to help pay the rent. His 
previous tenant had a tough time making 
rent. As rents keep increasing, small busi-
ness owners have had to be creative to sur-
vive. I asked Jim what keeps him in Green-
wich Village.
 “Raising my two children here was the 
most rewarding part, especially while we 
lived near the book shop and had frequent 
events here too. Getting recognition and ap-
preciated in the press and even depicted in 
movies, watching people’s faces light up at 
the sight of our name or the range of books 
in front of them is always gratifying... One 
of my favorite moments was a young couple 
just walking by and he sneered, “unoppres-

sive about what?” and she squealed delight-
fully, “Unoppressive about Everything!”

To help him stay in the Village, Drougas 
says: “The City needs to protect commer-
cial tenants before it is too late to keep all of 
us from getting swallowed up by corporate 
bulldozer mentality.  Passing viable legisla-
tion and standing up to the Real Estate in-
dustry. We need braver and steadfast politi-
cians who truly care, not wimps. Not phony 
fake measures that do nothing but study and 
postpone true action. Rise up, we have noth-
ing to lose but our corporate chain shops.”

tober, 2017 by Governor Andrew Cuomo’s 
pledging $50 million to help complete the 
remaining 30% of Hudson River Park, with 
the condition that the city raise a match-
ing amount. The state added $23 million 
the next year. Madelyn Wils, president of 
HRPT, emailed us to say, “P55Inc will be 
operating the programming at the pier. 
HRPT will maintain it. P55Inc will pay 
for maintenance above the structural deck, 
which includes all utilities. P55Inc will pay 
$1 a year. All revenues from P55Inc pro-
gramming will go back into the pier for ei-
ther programming (which is subsidized) or 
paying for maintenance of the pier.”

Now, the entire length of Hudson River 
Park is currently undergoing an extensive 
$1 billion renovation, thanks to funding 
sources beyond the HRP’s revenues which 
were never adequate. 

Hudson River Park’s Pier 97, by com-

parison, is a 680-foot by 120-foot pier for-
merly used as an outdoor music venue, and 
is planned to only cost an estimated $38 
million for a park designed by !melk. Con-
struction on Pier 97 will begin fall 2020, 
with playscapes, a sports field, a sun lawn, 
seating areas, and landscaping, for an an-
ticipated opening by spring 2022, taking 
just 18 months.

Meanwhile, the seven-year construc-
tion, now estimated to require $250 mil-
lion (that’s almost $1.9 million per pod), 
of Little Island will not be completed until 
spring 2021.

Brian J. Pape is a LEED-AP “Green” Ar-
chitect consulting in private practice, serves 
on the Manhattan District 2 Community 
Board, is Co-chair of the American Institute 
of Architects NY Design for Aging Commit-
tee, and is a journalist.

UNOPPRESSIVE NON-IMPERIALIST 

BARGAIN BOOKS, 34 Carmine Street, 
Greenwich Village. 
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WhiteHorseTavern
567 Hudson Street, Corner of West 11th Street

Unchanged Since 1880

Scotty Elyanow 
Lic. Associate RE Broker

westvillagebroker.com  
sde@compass.com

M: 917.678.6010 
    villagescotty 

  West Village 
Living

Wishing all my West Village 
neighbors a happy and 
healthy holiday season 
surrounded by loved ones and 
good cheer. Please support 
our local mom and pop 
businesses this holiday season. 
Cheers!

For inquiries on the state of the sales market 
downtown whether buying or selling, please 
contact me for a fair analysis. 

Ask me about our incredible Compass 
Concierge Program for Sellers

I explained to George that it is no longer 
the science that is limiting a cure for AIDS, 
but a failure of leadership and a lack of 
imagination. We discussed how hundreds 
of millions in payments from the pharma-
ceutical manufacturer Gilead Sciences, Inc. 
to AIDS and LGBT organizations and 
AIDS activist groups has impeded progress 
in favor of profit (see http://westviewnews.
org/2019/09/wild-west-ad-culture-on-
facebook-targets-youth/). George and I 
agreed that after 30-40 years of AIDS, the 
solutions of the future must replace the so-
lutions of the past. 

Demonstrating the value of a true com-
munity newspaper in the capital city of the 
world, these discussions led to the creation 
of this monthly column, which will focus 
on a cure when there is so much media at-
tention and money behind existing treat-
ment and prevention options only.

It was George who pointed out to me 
that the AIDS ward in St. Vincent’s Hospi-
tal was the epicenter of the AIDS crisis, and 
that it would be fitting if this once-shelter 
for the dying could be transformed into the 
epicenter of the cure. George was right.

Research Foundation to Cure AIDS is 

AIDS Memorial May See Aids Cure 
continued from page 1

the first charitable 501(c)3 biotechnology 
venture that obtained a license to use cel-
lular technology to research, develop and 
commercialize a global cure for AIDS. 
Thanks to George’s pioneering leadership, 
RFTCA is now in talks with Michael 
Dowling (CEO of Northwell Health) and 
Alexander Hellinger (executive director 
of Northwell’s Lenox Health Greenwich 
Village facility, which occupies the site of 
the former AIDS Ward at St. Vincent’s) 
regarding implementing an AIDS cure 
research incubator exactly as the publisher 
and West Village leader imagined. Adds 
Erik Bottcher, New York City Council 
Speaker Corey Johnson’s chief of staff, 
“Speaker Johnson would indeed support 
such research taking place at the North-
well complex.” 

This World AIDS Day, December 1st, 
2019, Research Foundation to Cure AIDS 
lit the torch to cure AIDS.

Kambiz Shekdar, Ph.D. is a biologist, a 
biotech inventor, a gay man, and the president 
of Research Foundation to Cure AIDS. Visit 
FreeFromAIDS.org to help accelerate a cure 
for AIDS. Contact kambiz.shekdar@rftca.org 
to inquire abou

This World AIDS Day, WestView News was first to report plans for an 
AIDS cure incubator St. Vincent’s Hospital’s former AIDS ward. 

Follow the search to cure AIDS with your own copy of WestView News.
Make Checks payable to: WestView News.

__ Here is $12 for a one year subscription.
__ Here is $24 for a two year subscription.
__ Here is my donation of $____ because the paper’s great! 
__ I would like to talk to somebody about advertising in the paper. 

Name:
Address:
Phone:
Email:

Mail to: George Capsis, 69 Charles Street, New York, NY 10014.

The 2019 Gay Pride parade drew thousands to the Village, here shown in front of Northwell 
Health’s facility.” same photo credit as 1st.
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By Brian J. Pape, AIA

The Walt Disney Company has present-
ed quite a straightforward background 
building for its new New York head-
quarters at so-called 4 Hudson Square, 
aka 137 Varick Street. The design breaks 
up the massive potential of 1.2 million 
square feet into two towers—each with 
a 22-story height limit, over a shared 
9-story base. 

Unfortunately, Skidmore, Owings & 
Merrill (SOM), the project’s architects, 
did not chose to utilize the sturdy and 
elegant masonry structures currently on 
site (no landmarking protections here) 
to renovate and add additional floors, 
which several of its neighbors in this 
rapidly transforming neighborhood have 
successfully accomplished already. In-
stead, demolition continues this fall for 
the square block of buildings bordered 
by Hudson Street, Varick Street, Van-
dam Street, and Spring Street. Among 
the lost businesses is the City Winery, 
where live music events charmed visitors 
for many years.

Trinity Church Real Estate sold the air 
rights ownership (for 99 years) for $650 
million to the Walt Disney Company. 
Rev. Dr. William Lupfer, Rector of Trin-
ity Church, wrote on the YIMBY (Yes In 
My Backyard) website, “We’re especially 
pleased that the transaction will help fur-
ther Trinity’s mission to serve the people 
of New York City and around the world 
through our programs and ministries.” 
Trinity is a parish church in the Episco-
pal Diocese of New York; it is one of the 
richest individual parishes in the world 
with total assets of about $2 billion as of 

2011. In other words, thanks to Queen 
Anne, it is a cash cow allowing Trinity to 
do whatever it pleases.

The history of Hudson Square is not 
so simple. In 1634, Anneke Jans acquired 
a 62-acre parcel of land north of the wall 
border; she later married the pastor of the 
Dutch Reformed Church, Everardus Bog-
ardus. When they died, their heirs sold it to 
English-appointed NYC governor Francis 
Lovelace. In 1696, after merging with other 
tracts, it became a 215-acre parcel and be-
came crown land, known as “King’s Farm,” 
stretching up to Christopher Street in the 
Village. In 1697 English Governor Ben-
jamin Fletcher established the Church of 
England as New York’s official religion and 
leased King’s Farm to Trinity Church, the 
brand-new parish with a church at the cor-
ner of Wall Street and Broadway, just south 
of the farm’s southern border. Eight years 
later, Queen Anne granted the entire par-
cel to Trinity outright. Heirs, such as John 
Bogardus in 1847 and others, unsuccessfully 
contested the original sale as illegitimate.

Trinity had laid out a private fenced 
park and house lots in 1787, centered 
around Beach Street on the south, 
Hudson Street on the west, Laight 
Street on the north, and Varick Street, 
called “Hudson Square,” but changed it 
in 1827 to “St. John’s Park” for its St. 
John’s Chapel and to lend an air of ex-
clusivity. Then, in 1867 Commodore 
Cornelius Vanderbilt paid Trinity $1 
million to acquire St. John’s Park for 
his railroad and a new depot which ex-
isted there until 1927. That’s when the 
Holland Tunnel was built, with its off-
ramping, although some maps still label 
that block as “St. John’s Park.” That was 

also when a new St. John’s Terminal was 
built, on Spring and West Streets, for an 
elevated railroad.

So, where did the long-lost “Hudson 
Square” go? Today, the neighborhood 
north of that original location, once 
known as the “printing district,” is bound 
by Canal Street on the south, Varick 
Street (Seventh Avenue extension) on the 
east, West Street on the west, and Clark-
son Street on the north—that’s one block 
north of the West Village’s Houston 
Street southern boundary! Clearly, the la-
bel has morphed to fit real estate desires, 
not geography.

Hudson Square is experiencing a boom 
thanks to zoning changes under the 
Bloomberg administration, including a 
bevy of residential buildings now rising 
to ever greater heights. And St. John’s 
Terminal will soon join two other build-
ings at 315 and 345 Hudson Streets as 
part of Manhattan’s newest “Google Hud-

son Square” campus, joining the “Google 
Chelsea” campus.

The Walt Disney Company’s current 
Upper West Side campus will be sold and 
leased back for about five years, in a deal 
with partner Silverstein Properties, Inc., 
landlord of the World Trade Center build-
ings among many others.

Skanska is in charge of the on-site con-
struction activity, and the new plans call for 
retail space on the lower floors and offices 
beginning on the third floor, much as ex-
isted in the original buildings. WABC and 
WABC News, production space, and tele-
vision studios will be located there.

Brian J. Pape is an architectural consultant 
in private practice. He serves as Co-chair 
of the American Institute of Architects New 
York Design for Aging Committee and as 
WestView’s Architectural Editor. Pape is 
also an officer of the health consultancy firm 
EnJOY Life!

Disney World Comes to Hudson Square 

The façade and window system use pale green terracotta framing of 
bronze-colored metal window units. Rendering Credit: SOM

By George Capsis 
    Every once in a while I get a young 
voice on the phone that wants to know 
if I want to buy a building or sell mine. I 
sympathetically offer them from my own 
youthful experience that there is nothing 
worse than doing a “cold call.”
    But recently I got a call from a very 
confident voice that wanted to come see 
me and wanted to advertise his ability 
to buy and sell homes. That voice was 
Thomas Lee, now with Compass, and 
he got his confidence by renting real 
estate for his father, who owned several 
buildings.

    Compass offers what they call their 
“Concierge” service. They will clean, 
repair, and even furnish your townhouse 
or apartment to make it irresistible to 
the now 95 percent of home shoppers 
who go online to electronically tour the 
offerings. And this is not walking in a 
few items of fancy furniture that Lee is 
offering. He goes up on the roof to see 
if it needs to be repaired. He acts like a 
real buyer.
    Compass offers to lay out the cost 
for these services and only collect when 
the sale closes. And they offer it as an 

increase in the selling price—$400 per 
thousand.
    I did not have to sell Tom the ad in 
WestView. He knew what he wanted. 
He knows how to fairly price a building 
or apartment to easily move it from 
somebody who wants to sell to somebody 
who wants to buy.
    A few days later I met a couple in 
Cafe Panino Mucho Gusto who asked 
if I knew someone who could help 
them buy a home in the Village, and I 
instantly referred them to Tom Lee  
of Compass.

SIGN UP FOR FREE NEWS NOTICES FROM WESTVIEW NEWS!
Get breaking news and exclusive coverage of local Village interest delivered directly to your inbox for free. 

Go to westviewnews.org and reply to the subscribe button; just sign up with your email address.

 *We do not sell or share our list with advertisers or anyone.

How to Sell: Act as the Buyer
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Concierge

Elevate your property’s value with 
home improvement services. No hidden 
fees, no interest charged – ever. 

Bridge Loan Services

A simple solution to bridge the gap between 
the home you have and the home you want.

Interested in learning more about  
Compass Bridge Loans and Compass Concierge? 
Give me a call.

Thomas Lee
Licensed Associate Real Estate Broker
thomas.lee@compass.com
201.988.1222

Thomas Lee is an associate real estate broker affiliated with Compass. Compass is a licensed real estate broker and abides by equal housing 
opportunity laws. Home must qualify under Compass Concierge guidelines. Subject to additional terms and conditions.

Introducing  
Compass Concierge 
and Bridge Loan 
Services
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By Barry Benepe
a southbound dogleg to Abingdon Square, a diversion 
which MTA wants to eliminate and many riders want 
to preserve. MTA has already eliminated a stop at Jane 
Street, requiring riders to walk further, often missing a 
bus, lengthening their trip time and adding the discom-
fort of additional walking.

Judith and I took the 14A eastbound from Abingn-
don Square, walking from Jane Street at 12:20PM to 
the bus stop at Bleecker Street where we purchased 
tickets with our MetroCards and stood waiting, lean-
ing on a wall, until the bus soon arrived at 12:26. We 
arrived at our destination at Irving Place eight minutes 
later, great time! Return trip another matter. The SBS 
bus was waiting as we approached the stop near Union 
Square, all doors open, no one boarding. Judith ran to 
get tickets. I ran to get aboard to get aboard before the 
doors closed, finding no seats and collapsing on the 
floor. Many passengers offered seats, but I needed to 
recover first before standing and taking one of the prof-
fered seats. Judith, holding the required tickets, joined 
me. The rest of the ride was pleasantly uneventful.

There seem to be only four marked driving lanes. The 
two center lanes, mostly pink, are marked as bus lanes 
on most portions of some blocks. The curb lanes are 
strangely unmarked, uncolored and unclear in purpose. 
Some had cars parked, some with Muni-Meters.

To a large extent, DOT creates its own congestion 
problems. First, it provides free curbside parking over 
much of the city, losing potential millions in parking 
revenue. Second, it requires cars to move from these 
free parking spots at least once every two days, ensuring 
constant traffic movements throughout the year. DOT 
has not banned cars on 14th Street. It has only required 
them to drive more often and longer to do so, creating 
more hazards for pedestrians at crosswalks as a conse-
quence. 

Although reduced bus travel time while retaining 
regular frequency is an admirable achievement, we still 
need more effective traffic management on 14th Street 
than is provided by pink paving. The curbside ticket 
dispensers should be replaced by on board ticket dis-
pensers. Seats and shelters should be placed at every 
stop and there should be a stop at every block, especially 
Union Square and Fifth Avenue.

The Battle for Better Bus Service  
Still Not Won

 14th Street Traffic
Limerick by Berman Mia Randee

I Is this a democracy?
14th Street is now auto free.
They’re forbidding all cars.
Are we on Mars?
I need a cup of tea.

City roads are getting chaotic.
The honking is far from hypnotic.
Lift Uber & via
Are no panacea
For New Yorkers becoming neurotic.

The bike lanes are impinging
Pedestrians are cringing.
Yellow cabs are flailing.
Drivers are wailing.
Who next will be unhinging?

Not to mention the motorized scooters
Racing faster than passionate suitors
Speeding and swerving.
Indeed it’s unnerving,
To residents and to commuters. 

Going in both directions
Regardless of intersections.
Right through the red light
A shock and a fright
To crossers with no protections.

Now parking’s becoming traumatic;
Car owners are hardly ecstatic.
Film trucks are devouring
The  spaces—o’erpowering
With movie production erratic.

No warning but you could be towed
If you don’t move your car off this road
By midnight tonight
A parker’s delight
Translation is worse than Morse Code!

It’s hardly an urban harmonic
Drivers getting more demonic.
Here’s to holiday cheer
And a new frontier
I need a gin & tonic !

From Greenwich Village to the nation
There’s growing consternation.
Are polls misleading!
Let’s go back to reading.
Books are our salvation.

Try Shakespeare or Mark Twain
Like sunshine in the rain.
Uplifting, beguiling
You’ll end up smiling
And keep from going insane.

And just what is quid pro quo?
It’s all about ebb & flow.
Such aggravation
About Interpretation
I need an espressooooo.

Native Manhattanite and West Village resident  
for the past 42 years. 

Licensed in Real Estate for the past 21. 
Board Certified New York Residential Specialist (NYRS®).  
Here to help you and yours find your next perch or move 

on whether in New York or elsewhere. 

Alexander de Bordes  
917-640-3707   

alexander.debordes@compass.com 

Two additional encounters with the 14th Street SBS bus 
are also worth recounting followed by some reflections on 
DOT transportation policy or lack thereof. First, to un-
derstand terms, SBS refers to the equipment, not to the 
routes. The former buses, which loaded at the front with 
a metro card, have been taken out of use entirely on 14th 
Street and replaced with a much longer hinged vehicle 
with four entrances not requiring a MetroCard. Instead 
riders are expected to hunt for and find curbside ticket 
dispensers and purchase paper tickets with their Metro-
Cards before boarding the buses at any one of the four 
unattended entrance/exits. Many riders have learned not 
to bother with purchasing tickets since inspectors seldom 
board buses to arrest free bees, and thus MTA is bringing 
about losses in revenues.

Like the former front loading single buses, the new 
hinged double SBS buses follow the same two mostly 
overlapping routes across 14th Street, M14D which 
runs west to Ninth Avenue, and the 14A which makes 

There seem to be only four marked driving lanes on 14th 
Street.” Photo by: Berry Benepe
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By Brian J. Pape, AIA

Rats, lead paint, leaky roofs and plumb-
ing, mold, cold, cockroaches, muggings in 
their buildings, have been the conditions of 
public housing for many years. With federal 
funding at all-time lows, and conditions so 
bad they are scandalous, prosecutors found 
that NYCHA (the New York City Housing 
Authority) had deliberately hidden the fact 
that serious health and safety issues, includ-
ing lead paint and toxic mold, were afflicting 
many of its 400,000 tenants. 
    NYCHA has been asked to provide the 
state with a detailed plan spelling out how 
they’d spend funds and arrange for inde-
pendent oversight to make sure that what 
they promised actually occurred; when that 
didn’t happen, the fed stepped in. HUD (the 

federal Department of Housing and Urban 
Development) appointed federal monitor 
Bart Schwartz in March, 2019 to oversee an 
agreement between NYCHA and HUD.
    The troubles are so vast; we will list some 
of them briefly, and the attempts to resolve 
them.
    Failing Boilers: Public housing tenants may 
be facing the difficulties of another cold win-
ter in their homes. Seven years ago, Gov. An-
drew Cuomo first began setting aside funds 
to replace the boilers. Two years ago, more 
than 300,000 residents experienced heat 
outages during a brutal winter due to faulty 
boilers. This mid-November, the federal 
monitor gave preliminary approval to spend 
$450 million, including $363 million to up-
grade obsolete boilers. Schwartz released a 
timeline to install 108 new boilers in 25 de-

velopments, plus 148 new elevator cars in 10 
complexes; but the new equipment won’t be 
installed for at least another four years. To add 
to the quagmire, consider the cost controls in 
place when seven new heating systems in the 
Marcy Houses in Brooklyn went from $19 
million in the 2017 state budget to $55 mil-
lion under the plan NYCHA submitted in 
mid-November. How can anyone budget for 
repairs with this kind of track record?
    Children with Lead Poisoning: A re-
port released by New York City Comptrol-
ler Scott Stringer found that from 2013 
through October 2018 the city Health De-
partment was aware that 11,972 children in 
503 buildings registered lead blood-levels 
that the federal Centers for Disease Con-
trol dictates should warrant an automatic 
environmental investigation of the apart-
ments where the children live. Stringer’s 
findings coincide with growing concern 
about unmediated problems: NYCHA is 
still struggling to adhere to its promised re-
forms on cleaning up toxic lead paint from 
its apartments, and remains “significantly 
behind” in its effort to inspect 135,000 
apartments with lead paint by the end of 
2020.
    Toxic Mold: The city is still struggling to 
scrub toxic mold from public housing, with 
over 100,000 clean-up requests from more 
than 58,000 apartments across the city be-
tween May 1st and July 31st, revealed by a 
report filed in court in September by consult-
ing firm Stout Risius Ross.
Councilmember Ritchie Torres, D-Bronx, a 
frequent critic of NYCHA who grew up in 
public housing, sent a letter in September 
to the authority’s new chairman, Gregory 
Russ, blasting the agency for yet another fail-
ure to live up to its promises. In an emailed 
statement, housing authority spokesperson 
Barbara Brancaccio said: “NYCHA has 

been working collaboratively with the court-
appointed data analyst and mold analyst as 
well as with plaintiffs and the special master 
appointed by the Court to insure its contin-
ued improved response to mold complaints.” 
Small comfort for those living with the mold.
    Cost Overruns: The authority allows 
low-level managers at housing develop-
ments to contract for repairs under $5,000. 
A newsletter blog THE CITY found that 
Matrixx Construction billed for work actu-
ally performed by NYCHA staff, and that 
installation of tub “surrounds” and bathroom 
fixtures was botched. One tenant at the Mor-
ris Houses in the Bronx recalled that the 
contractor neglected to install a handle on 
the shower, and installed grab bars in some 
tubs by screwing them into the tile and plas-
ter wall, not into the metal studs behind the 
wall as required. Records show that NYCHA 
managers have awarded Matrixx 428 un-
der-$5,000 contracts since 2015, totaling 
$1.8 million.
  Lynne Patton, regional administrator for 
HUD’s NY & NJ offices, tweeted that 
NYCHA’s federal monitor “has already 
found thousands of examples of no-bid 
abuse & more.” She added, “Make no mis-
take, fraud charges are forthcoming either 
via the SDNY criminal division (Southern 
District of New York, aka Manhattan federal 
prosecutors) or HUD’s Program Fraud Civil 
Remedies Act. Game over!”
    NYCHA’s central culture must change, as 
Schwartz puts it, to move from “management 
by crisis” to a “culture of long-term planning, 
transparency and accountability.” He be-
lieves NYCHA chief Gregory Russ shares 
that goal, and also praises Deputy Mayor 
Vicki Been, de Blasio’s point-woman for the 
agency.
    The proof is in the pudding, so let’s see 
some quality action.

Public Housing Gets Federal Monitor-Will It Help?

Some public housing tenants may be facing another cold winter in their homes, such as 
this NYCHA tower on the left, HUD appointed federal monitor Bart Schwartz (right photo) in 
March, 2019 negotiating an agreement between NYCHA (New York City Housing Authority) 
and the federal government’s Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), to 
help resolve NYCHA’s problems. Credit: NYCHA

By George Capsis

Last month WestView ran a long article 
about the city inviting real estate develop-
ers to bid on building brand new apart-
ment buildings on the NYCHAFulton 
House campus between 16 and 19th street 
and 9th Avenue and letting them rent out 
70% of the apartments to people willing 
to pay market rate but offering 30% of the 
apartments to NYCHA tenants who are 
subsidies by the government and only pay 
30% of their income for rent. 

This is something that came out of the 
O Bahma administration and it addresses 
the persistent problem that public housing 
inevitable decays faster than the govern-
ment can find money to repair it and the 
leaking, heat deprived and vermin infested 
buildings inevitable have to be demolished 
as simple unlivable.

It is reasoned however that a private devel-
oper with 70% of his tenants paying market 
rate rents will have to keep ALL the apart-
ments and public spaces up to competitive 
standards if he wants to keep his building 
fully rented and profitable and hence his 30 
percent of NYCHA tenants will enjoy the 
same high standards of maintenance.

Fulton Housing and the adjoining Chel-
sea Housing are,  fortunately, caught between 
the High Line and Meat Packing district’s 
exploding development - now both “num-
ber one - HEY THAT SOUNDS GOOD 
tourist destinations so it is not too surprising 
that a “poor” NYCHA  tenant offered his or 
her apartment to Airbnb for a modest $95 
a night but unfortunately the tourist tenant 
complained and it made the Times.

The Times asked the NYCHA press 
person, Barbara Brancaccio who cut me 
off in a conference call last week in the 

Airbnb tenant discovers NYCHA roach trap
belief I suppose that her job was to con-
ceal the sordid mess that NYCHA is and 
according to the Times Ms. Broncac-
cio said “NYCHA is aware of this situa-
tion and is investigating the matter”.

I like the idea of having 30% of the ten-
ants in a building in effect on the public 
payroll but I think their jobs should have 
something to do with the building.

In the old days the “Super” got a free 
apartment in the basement as part of his 
salary so in the future NYCHA SHARE 
buildings we might have an electrician 
and his family and a plumber and a car-
penter and a painter and their families 
and all of maintenance services under 
one roof and just an elevator ride away.

Wait, this is a an interdependent com-
munity, this a neighborhood of equals.

—George

NEED STELLAR 
“HOW TO” 

PROCEDURES 
FOR YOUR STAFF 
OR CUSTOMERS?

Call Karen Rempel 

Exceptional Technical 

Writer

(347) 362-5677

karenrempel.com



10   WestView News  December 2019 www.westviewnews.org

Latest Westbeth War: The Gallery

By Brian J. Pape, AIA, LEED-AP

The Bell Laboratories Buildings, from 1898–
1966, headquarters of Bell Telephone Labora-
tories, was also one of the world’s most impor-
tant industrial research centers and home to 
many early technological inventions including 
the condenser microphone, automatic tele-
phone panel and crossbar switches, the first 
experimental “talking pictures” (1923), black 
and white and color TV, video telephones, ra-
dar, the vacuum tube, the transistor, medical 
equipment, the development of the pho-
nograph record, and the first commercial 
broadcasts, including the first broadcast of 
a baseball game and the New York Philhar-
monic with Arturo Toscanini conducting. It 
is a complex of 13 buildings in Manhattan’s 
West Village, enlarged over many years. It 
housed part of the Manhattan Project during 
World War II. 
    In 1929 the city, the state, and New York 

Central agreed on the West Side Improve-
ment Project, conceived by Robert Moses for 
a 13-mile (21 km) project eliminating 105 
street-level railroad crossings, and includ-
ing construction of the West Side Elevated 
Highway. The elevated railroad was dedicat-
ed on June 29, 1934, running from St John’s 
Terminal at Clarkson Street to Riverside 
Park, and was designed to go through the 
center of blocks rather than over streets, thus 
necessitating some structural gymnastics.
    Bell Labs accommodated the NY Cen-
tral Railroad’s freight viaduct, going through 
their existing buildings, while other buildings 
got railroad tracks running right into them. 
This view of the Washington  and Bethune 
Streets intersection, with Bank Street just 
beyond the left end of this ca. 1939 photo, 
shows the new tracks inserted into the Bell 
Labs building.
    Westbeth Artists Housing is a nonprofit 
housing project for artists and arts orga-

Then&Now: Westbeth

nizations, and is among the first examples 
of adaptive reuse of industrial buildings for 
artistic and residential use in the United 
States. 
    This photo of the Washington and Bet-
hune Streets shows the former Bell Labs 
structure, now named after two of its adjoin-
ing streets, West and Bethune (Westbeth). 
Designed by architect Richard Meier, it was 
converted in 1968–1970 to low- to-moderate 
income rental housing and commercial real 
estate, the largest in the world of its type. 
Merce Cunningham, the noted choreogra-
pher and dancer, had his studio and offices 
there from 1971-2012.
    Developed with the assistance of the J.M. 
Kaplan Fund and federal funds from the Na-
tional Endowment for the Arts, Westbeth 
was added to the National Register of His-
toric Places on December 8, 2009; on Oc-
tober 25, 2011, Westbeth was designated 
a landmark by the city LPC.

Around 1960 the southernmost section 
of the Highline was demolished, and the 
rest of the viaduct was shut down in 1980, 
by then-owner Conrail. A small section 
from Bank to Gansevoort Streets was 
taken apart in 1991, despite objections 
by preservationists, leaving the remains of 
the tracks in Westbeth, still seen in this 
photo. 

By 1999, CSX Transportation, then-
owner, wanted to unburden themselves 
of this relic. With mounting pressure and 
community support, the federal Surface 
Transportation Board issued a certificate 
of interim trail use on June 13, 2005 al-
lowing the city to remove most of the 
line from the national rail system, and 
the New York City government commit-
ted $50 million to establish the proposed 
Highline park, the first portion opening 
April 10, 2006 and the last portion open-
ing in 2019.

THEN: Credit: Westbeth Artists Housing Municipal Archives NOW: Credit: B. J. Pape.

By J. Taylor Basker

Westbeth has been mired in controversy 
since its first rent strike in the 70’s and 
the attempt to turn it into a co-op in 
the 80’s, which created divisions among 
its residents that still persist.  The latest 
fight is over the Gallery, which was given 
to Westbeth artists when a resident pe-
titioned HUD for both the Gallery and 
Community Room spaces for Westbeth 
residents.  The Gallery was run inde-
pendently by the visual artists; it main-
tained its own finances, and all income 
was returned to the operation of the Gal-
lery.   WARC, the Westbeth Residence 
Council (not an actual tenant association 
but a small group who operate spaces 
provided by the management), took over 

the Gallery in the 90’s. Its income went to 
WARC, and the Gallery had to request 
funds to operate.  The early Gallery Di-
rectors Ellen Rosen, Cliff Richards and 
myself, ran the Gallery through an active 
Visual Arts Committee, who decided the 
schedule and curated the exhibits giving 
preference to Westbeth artists, the initial 
purpose of the Gallery.  Two group ex-
hibits per year were held for all Westbeth 
artists: the winter Holiday Show and a 
Summer Exhibit.  Many exciting exhibits 
were curated by this committee with large 
attendance.  All disciplines were invited 
to participate: musicians, dancers and 
writers were actively involved.   

Jack Dowling later took over and even-
tually the Visual Arts Committee became 
inactive.  Westbeth artists no longer de-

cided the Gallery agenda.  Exhibits were 
solicited from the outside, for substantial 
fees, and the money went to WARC.  
Soon there were no group exhibits for 
Westbeth artists and even the well-known 
Holiday Show was cancelled.   After an 
uproar from the visual artists, the Holiday 
Show was recently restored.  However, the 
Summer exhibit for Westbeth artists was 
archived.   A group of Westbeth artists just 
submitted a Biannual Visual Arts Exhibi-
tions proposal to restore two group shows 
for Westbeth Artists but it was REJECT-
ED.  Additionally, outside curators, paid 
much by WARC, rejected many Westbeth 
artists for the Holiday Shows. Previously, 
all art was accepted in the Westbeth group 
exhibits.  If one is a resident of Westbeth, 
one has been certified as an accomplished 

artist, so all were welcome.
The current committee evaluating art 

proposals for the Gallery includes many 
outsiders.  WARC continues to collect 
much money from the Gallery yet West-
beth artists are sidelined. Residents who 
want to use the Community Room have 
to pay fees for what should be free com-
munity space.  WARC also does the land-
scaping, runsv the profitable Flea Market, 
Print Shop and Painting Studios.  While 
WARC has made many improvements, 
and initiated programs as the “Westbeth 
Icon” series celebrating our accomplished 
senior residents, they have a good deal 
going, some of their members collecting 
fees.  It is hoped by many that the new 
President of the Board, Ellen F. Salpeter, 
will address these egregious issues. 
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Then&Now: Westbeth

“YEAH, BABY, IT’S .... COLD .... OUTSIDE?”” 
All photos by Maggie Berkvist.

Maggie B’s Quick Clicks

By Penny Mintz

On Monday, November 18th, State 
Assembly Member Harvey Epstein and 
members of a coalition of community and 
city-wide organizations conducted a press 
conference outside of Governor Andrew 
Cuomo’s Manhattan office building before 
delivering petitions signed by nearly 1,000 
people. 

The coalition members and the petition 
signers are alarmed about the closure of hos-
pitals in lower Manhattan. They called on 
the governor to step forward to make sure 
that the Department of Health does an in-
depth analysis of local healthcare needs be-
fore considering Mount Sinai’s application 
for approval of their Certificate of Need to 
build a small replacement hospital.

“For the last decade, Lower Manhat-
tan has consistently received a decrease in 
health services,” said Assembly Member 
Epstein. “It is imperative that the State 
make sure that the healthcare needs of our 
community are being met before reviewing 
the Certificate of Need that will result in the 
closing Beth Israel Hospital.” 

Mark Hannay, director of Metro New 
York Health Care for All, spoke about the 
role Beth Israel has played in the commu-
nity. “Beth Israel Hospital has served the 
Lower East Side for nearly 130 years,” said 
Hannay. “When Cabrini and St. Vincent’s 
Hospitals closed a decade ago, and Beth 
Israel became the only full-service hospital 
serving much of lower Manhattan, city of-
ficials promised that Beth Israel would con-
tinue in that role.” Hannay called on Gover-
nor Cuomo, the Department of Health, and 
our elected officials “to step forward and 
keep that commitment now that Mount 
Sinai has plans for a much smaller facility 
providing fewer services.” 

Anthony Feliciano, director of the Com-
mission on the Public’s Health System, and 
Lower East Side resident, added that the 
state DOH “must put conditions on the 
Mount Sinai proposal for a new Beth Israel 

in order to protect patients and residents.” 
Feliciano stressed the need for an indepen-
dently conducted community-needs assess-
ment “to ensure that Mount Sinai’s proposal 
is truly meeting the healthcare access issues 
of the neighborhoods that rely on Beth Is-
rael.” 

The delivery of the petitions took place 
two weeks after a public forum, held on No-
vember 4th, had examined the downsizing 
of Beth Israel and the elimination of resi-
dential nursing home services at Rivington 
House on the Lower East Side. 

Concerned about Mount Sinai’s plans 
for Beth Israel and Rivington House, sev-
eral community and city-wide organizations 
had organized the public forum. Over 100 
people attended. State Assembly Member 
Harvey Epstein, City Council Member 
Carlina Rivera, and, late in the evening, 
State Assembly Member Deborah Glick 
spoke. 

Epstein voiced his concern about the im-
pact of the downsizing, particularly on the 
nearly 200,000 people in the area living at 
or below the poverty line. Rivera, who chairs 
the city council’s Committee on Hospitals, 
said that more acute care beds are needed 
than the 70 beds planned for the replace-
ment facility. She was also critical of the 
State Department of Health review process 
and called for a strong consumer voice on 
the PHHPC (Public Health and Health 
Planning Council), which advises the 
DOH. Glick echoed several of these senti-
ments.

Other panel members and speakers from 
the audience voiced concerns about the loss 
of maternity services, the loss of residential 
nursing home facilities, and the slashing of 
emergency-room capacity. 

Brad Beckstrom, speaking for Mount Si-
nai, said (essentially) that MSBI was tran-
sitioning to out-patient services. That may 
work for people of means, but what will 
happen to the people who lack the resources 
or support system to recover from serious 
procedures or illnesses at home?

 

Beth Israel Petitions 
Delivered to Governor 

Don’t put off taking off  
those extra pounds – and  

keeping them off!
Please allow me  

to help you on your  
weight management journey

Joy Pape, Family Nurse Practitioner
joypape@mac.com 

917-806-1945
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By Beverly Rubik

The telecom industry wants to deploy 5G 
antennas (small cell antennas and power 
supplies) in our neighborhoods and near 
our schools and places of work. Over the 
summer of 2019, Verizon, T-Mobile, and 
Sprint officially began rolling out this un-
tested technology in New York City with-
out the informed consent of residents. 
There have been no widely publicized 
public hearings or media coverage inform-
ing us about how the telecom industry has 
shaped and controlled policies that protect 
their agenda while concealing the contro-
versies that exist. Notably, the public has 
not been informed about the existence 
of thousands of studies warning of seri-
ous health risks to humans and all living 
things. Instead, these telecoms and other 
proponents of 5G from the media and 
Wall Street are applauding the coming 
“Internet of Things,” smart homes, smart 
cities, and the plethora of commonplace 
items ranging from home appliances to 
wearable technology to baby diapers that 
will be connected by sensors to 5G. 

Here are five preliminary issues to con-
sider: 

1. The federal government has only 
provided guidelines for exposure to wire-
less radiation. There are no safety stan-

dards for exposure in the USA. Both the 
Federal Communications Commission 
(FCC) and the Food and Drug Adminis-
tration (FDA) have had disclaimer state-
ments on their websites that read “there is 
no proof that cell phone radiation is com-
pletely safe.” 

2 4G and 5G use microwave radiation, 
but 5G is also comprised of millimeter 
waves, which are used by the military for 
radar and the Active Denial weapon sys-
tem. The military’s guidelines for safety 
address only thermal effects. However, 
tens of thousands of studies show that 
non-thermal effects also occur. Many of 
the studies on non-thermal effects were 
conducted outside of the USA, but there 
have been studies on non-thermal ef-
fects done by the US military. Consider 
the declassified reports available online 
by Dr. Zorach Glaser, from 1971, com-
missioned by the US Naval Medical Re-
search Institute, which summarized over 
3,700 papers on the biological effects 
of these waves. Unfortunately, the FCC 
guidelines do not take into account any 
of the non-thermal effects. Thousands of 
subsequent studies have been conducted 
since 1971, and over 252 scientists from 
43 countries authored the International 
EMF Scientist Appeal, which was sub-
mitted to the United Nations. 

3. Other countries—Europe and Rus-
sia—have much lower limits for safe ex-
posure to these waves than the US be-
cause they have accepted that 4G and 
5G cause non-thermal effects that pose 
health hazards. Russia has standards for 
safe exposure 100 times lower than our 
FCC guidelines, and Switzerland’s safety 
standard is 1,000 times lower. We already 
have more health issues than other coun-
tries do from our higher chronic exposure 
to 3G and 4G. 

4. It is important to know about com-
mon symptoms caused by exposure to 
electric and magnetic fields (EMFs). They 
include fatigue, sleep disorders, head-
aches, dizziness, lack of concentration, 
nausea, skin irritations, nerve sensitivity, 
and more. EMF exposure has also been 
linked to a rise in certain cancers called 
gliomas, and a rise in infertility. 

5. There is a much safer technology 
based on fiber-optic networks that deliv-
ers even faster speeds without the intru-
sion of harmful radio frequencies. It’s up 
to the public to demand it. 

This amounts to what many research-
ers characterize as a grand experiment 
that will lead to harmful effects that are 
currently immeasurable. This should en-
ergize everyone in this age of ubiquitous 
technological gadgetry to become in-

formed and active in obtaining facts and 
accountability from the industries and 
government agencies that have a duty to 
protect the public. It’s a health and envi-
ronmental imperative.

Beverly Rubik, Ph.D., Biophysicist 
Institute for Frontier Science
www.brubik.com

Dr. Beverly Rubik is a leading scientist 
internationally renowned for her pioneer-
ing research on whole-person health and 
healing.

With two books and over 100 academic 
papers published, Dr. Rubik has been a board 
member at the National Institutes of Health 
(NIH), received the Weston A. Price award 
for Integrity in Science, appeared on numer-
ous television programs worldwide, and pre-
sented as a guest speaker at both the 5G Crisis 
Summit and The Body Electric Summit.

For local education and action planning, 
join NYC activists on Dec. 14th, 1pm, at 
Revelation Gallery, 224 Waverly Place in 
the West Village. Contact no2smartmeter-
sand5g@gmail.com  for more.

For more information, 

5G Comes to New York City Despite 
Poor Understanding of Health and Environmental Impacts
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whole time.
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By Corinne Conover

A little over 2 years ago my rescue dog sonny and I created 
it paw it forward ny. if you are a senior, physically disabled, 
or a cancer patient and own a dog big or small we pick up 
your dog and take it twice a day for nice long walks and 
hiking trails for free. we have over 68 volunteers in forest 
hills and rego park and have just partnered up with the 
Gilda’s club nyc on hudson street in the west village with 
cancer patients. I am trying to find more members and 
volunteers in the down town west village area or inspire 
other communities in the city to get in touch with me and 
show them how to successfully create it in their own town. 
we save every member 6000.00 per year, and/or 600.00 per 
month. We have 1-2 volunteers per household so there is 
no revolving door and you really gain a connection and 
friendship with the member as well as the dog. All our 
conversations and life stories with the members are kept 
private and confidential and the dogs have lots of fun, wa-
ter, treats, and exercise. I have been on channel new york 
news 1 this year and the ny post queens section as well as 
some local papers. Its a feel good story of the empower-
ment of empathy and volunteer ship. You can reach me 
anytime at 516 554 1268 or my email at corinneconover@
aol.com. We also accept donations and purchase lovely 
bouquet of flowers or nice mementos like positive books 
and/or music boxes for the seniors and cancer patients.

Paw It Forward NY

Photo provided by Corinne Conover Photo provided by Corinne Conove

By Michael D. Minichiello

This month’s West Village Original is chef and cookbook 
author Anita Lo, born in Detroit in 1965. From 2000–17, 
Lo owned the Michelin-starred restaurant Annisa on Bar-
row Street. She has appeared on Top Chef Masters, Iron Chef 
America, and Chopped; in 2015, she became the first female 
guest chef to cook at the White House. She is the author of the 
cookbook “Solo,” and is also leading culinary tours through an 
outfit called Tour de Forks. Lo lives on Barrow Street.

When chef Anita Lo moved to New York City to attend 
Columbia University, it was to major in French literature. 
“But what are you going to do with a degree in that?” she 
asks, laughing. “When I continued my French studies at 
Columbia’s campus in Paris I fell in love with the country. 
French culture is very food-focused as well, so I ended up 
taking some cooking classes at a place called La Varenne. 
And this time I also fell in love with cooking. I did fin-
ish my degree but when I returned to New York I went 
to work in several restaurants, including Chanterelle and 
Bouley.”

 “Cooking provides a sort of semi-immediate satisfac-
tion and I’ve always liked to work with my hands,” she 
continues. “I think the life style suited me as well because 
I’ve never been a morning person. Lastly, I was not a very 
gender-conforming youth so going into corporate Ameri-
ca wouldn’t have been a good fit for me. No way.” As for a 
particular cuisine, she claims to like it all. “My restaurant 
Annisa was contemporary American,” Lo says. “And as 
befits this vast country we live in it was a multi-cultural 
cuisine. But my technique is French and upon that I can 
build flavors from all over the world.”

 In 2000, Lo and her business partner opened Annisa 
on Barrow Street. What did she like best about owning 
a restaurant? “Following my dream and working with 

West Village Original: 

Anita Lo
food,” Lo says. “Making people happy was one of the 
good parts. It was a privilege to come up with a dish 
that I was proud of and have people appreciate it. And 
being able to have a team that worked so well together. 
After we had the fire in 2009, the restaurant was closed 
for nine months. People always ask me what my crown-
ing career moment was, thinking I might say cooking 
for 250 people at the Obama White House. But for me 
it was when we reopened the restaurant. My entire staff 
came back with me. It was kind of amazing.” 

Would Lo ever open another restaurant? “No, not at 
all,” she replies. “I’ve done it. Real estate has gotten 
ridiculous in the West Village and taxes went way up 
for me. In addition, no cook can actually afford to live 
here, so its become difficult to hire staff. There’s noth-
ing more stressful than that. Our concept for Annisa 
was less expensive fine dining and we couldn’t make 
that affordable anymore. We were getting squeezed 

from all sides and I was burnt out.”
Since closing the restaurant Lo has been busy, not least 

with the publication of her cookbook “Solo”, a play on 
both her last name and cooking for one. “I was talking 
with a friend about cookbook titles and ‘solo’ came up. I 
thought, ‘I have to write that!’ It could be easy and funny, 
and we could poke fun at how people see eating alone. The 
reaction to the book has been great.” In addition, Lo has 
been running culinary tours both nationally and interna-
tionally. “I work with an outfit called Tour de Forks. The 
groups are small, and I usually teach a cooking class at the 
end of it. The class is about my take on the cuisine of the 
country we happen to be in.”

Lo bought her walk-up apartment on Barrow Street 
at the bottom of the market in the 90s. After a recent 
knee replacement made it difficult to climb stairs, she 
looked into getting another place around here. “Well, 
prices have exploded, and it didn’t take me long to real-
ize, ‘Nope, my apartment is going to be just fine for the 
rest of my life!’” she says, laughing. “Luckily, I do feel 
like it’s the best neighborhood to be in. It is a village. 
I know everyone who lives here. And it’s also a great 
restaurant neighborhood, so for me it’s about discovery; 
to see what other people are doing in their kitchens. As 
a cook, I’m definitely inspired by others as well. I love 
eating at home, but there’s nothing better than eating 
out. I don’t think I could ever have owned a restaurant 
if I didn’t like eating out.”

When chef Anita Lo moved to New York City, she chose to 
live on Barrow Street. “ Photo By Michael D. Minichiello

LOYALTY PROGRAM • GIFT CARDS 
FREE DELIVERY

GREENWICH VILLAGE

512 HUDSON STREET • NYC 10014 
WWW.SEAGRAPEWINES.COM • 212-463-7688
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By Millie (AKA Keith Michael)

I’d like to set the record straight. 

There’s a lot of backstory here. Let me tell you about a 
conspiracy of good fortune today. A package was deliv-
ered this morning and left unopened right near his desk. 
Perhaps the vibration of setting down the box (I think it 
was a case of wine) rippled through the precipitous piles 
of papers and books on his desk, since moments after he 
rushed out the door to go wherever he goes during the 
day, one of those jerry-rigged piles crashed to the floor 
beside his desk. Buried in that pile was a book titled 
Once Around the Block: A Birder’s Year in the West 
Village, apparently written by him, which fell open to a 
photograph of ME. This was surprising, and as I pawed 
through the pages, I came upon several more candid 
photos of me (at least those were cute) as well as men-
tions of my name, Millie, on nearly every other page.

I’m sensing your skepticism that a Pembroke Welsh 
Corgi named Millie can read. Did anyone ever ask me? 
Well, the more I read of his book, the more I felt that I 
was being maligned and that something had to be done 
about it! Luckily that box had been left at just the right 
angle near the chair to his desk so that I could hop up 
onto the box (not so easy with arthritis), then onto the 
chair, and by standing up on my back legs (ouch!), reach 
the keyboard of his computer to start hunting and peck-
ing out this plea to the editor. It’s not easy hitting those 
little letter keys (and I’m ten years out of practice). 

Again, you might be skeptical that any Pembroke 
Welsh Corgi, much less the one named Millie who has 
been so misrepresented month after month, can type. 
Again, did anyone ask me? I can hunt and peck “The 
quick brown fox jumps over the lazy dog” with my 
eyes closed. (Can we talk about that pangram? It could 
just as well be, “The quick brown dog jumps over the 
lazy fox.”) In ten years, has anyone thought to leave an 
opened laptop on the floor to amuse me when they left 
for the day, or drop even a single New Yorker so that I 
can stay au courant with, well, everything? Luckily, they 
turn the television on to TCM when they leave, think-
ing that I might get bored. Well, I AM bored. 

After double-clicking my way through the layers of 
screensavers and birding websites and cyber photo al-
bums on his computer—all photographs of birds (Star-

lings, Robins, Blue Jays, Cardinals, Mockingbirds, Hawks, 
Crows, Mourning Doves, birds I recognized from my 
walks around the block)—I got to work. 

Lately, my impression is that he’s never home (which 
seems to happen every year around this time, when that 
damn Nutcracker music starts playing), so I ought to have 
the whole day to type this out before he gets back, and 
maybe even send it off to that paper where all of those 
unpleasant things about me have appeared! Maybe I can 
hit “Send” before he submits  HIS article.

First of all, I see that he has veiled his bon mots 
towards me with a blathering on and on about birds. 
He seems to think that there is something funny about 
my indifference to birds. What is there to like? They’re 
small. They rarely stop long enough for me to really 
be able to look at them or bark at them (and the ones 
that I see are dull brown and black, maybe occasionally 
with a flash of red or blue). They’re noisy. They’re too 
fast to eat. Bother. And, what’s more, he stops dead on 
the street, presumably, to look up at them, or worse, 
talk to someone else about them, while paying no at-
tention to me.

I’ve noticed multiple references to my, uh, rotundity. 
Who’s to blame? After the tedium of his “birds this” and 
“birds that” he tosses me those dull low-calorie treats 
with Lite nearly printed on them, and stands about 
looking around at who-knows-what winged thing while 
holding me back from picking up at least something 
interesting to eat squashed between the cobblestones. 
Looking up does NOT burn off any calories, and be-
sides, any self-respecting corgi in her later years de-
serves some breadth to compensate for her diminished 

agility. Has he EVER provided me with a cow or sheep 
flock to herd? No! I think not.

And, while we’re talking about food (and who shouldn’t 
be), if you were offered kibble, kibble, kibble, day in, day 
out, for ten years, wouldn’t you CRAVE a rancid chicken 
bone, a smashed side of congealed French fries, a splat-
tered kale salad, an accidentally dumped pepperoni pizza 
slice crammed up against the curb? I ask you, wouldn’t 
you? And, really, is it that impolite to chase away a battal-
ion of gawky pigeons or noisy starlings to get a little bite 
of something tasty?

My barking seems to be referred to with particu-
lar amusement and derision. Imagine having read 
through the Oxford English Dictionary before I was 
housebroken (not to mention having then eaten every 
page, therefore, I literally am the English language), 
typing nearly five words a minute, comprehending ev-
erything, and yet not being able to speak in more than 
a few monosyllabic, mezzo-soprano tones? So what if 
my volume is loud to try to get my point across? He 
refers to the honking of a flock of geese flying south 
for the winter as “poetic,” or the braying of an er-
rant murder of crows as “nevermoreish,” and yet MY 
utterances of frustration, protection, fascination, or 
well-deserved I’ll-take-you-down-a-notch-or-twos 
are, somehow, “bird-brained!” What gives?

Finally. How many of his oh-so-clever articles, after 
the white noise of birds birds birds, has he wrapped up 
with an excuse that “Millie” has to be walked home for 
her mid-morning, mid-afternoon, or mid-evening nap? 
What else do I have to do? Naps are the indulgence of 
life. Whether it’s a blistering hot summer day, a colorful 
fall Friday, a down vest by the fire inspired winter snuggle, 
or a rambunctious spring ramble—what better way to re-
turn home than to curl up in a spot of sunlight for a nap? 
I ask you. 

With all due respect, he’s fairly easy to take care of. 
Walking him several times a day isn’t that strenuous and, 
thankfully, he’s a quiet sleeper, not taking up very much 
room on my bed. But really, could he curb his insults?

Dear editor, I hope that you’ll hear this cry for help!

Visit keithmichaelnyc.com to order your holiday gift copy of 
Once Around the Block: A Birder’s Year in the West Village 
and for the latest schedule of New York City WILD! urban-
adventures-in-nature outings throughout the five boroughs. 
Visit his Instagram @newyorkcitywild for photos from 
around NYC.

My Two Cents

A MILLIE-EYED VIEW OF A TRIUMVIRATE OF EUROPEAN 
STARLINGS IN THEIR WINTER FINERY. 
Photo by Keith Michael.
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Our WestView News cartoonist Jim Meadows is great. I smile at 
his drawings before I read the punch line. Now we invite you to 
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Send your caption to gcapsis@gmail.com by December 15. Top 
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website for anyone concerned about loneli-
ness. 

While not yet at the level of the Brits, 
Americans are also responding to surveys 
that show loneliness to be a growing social 
and health problem. Home sharing, as one 
answer to social isolation and loneliness, 
is gaining advocates (Hannah Reinmann 
has reported in these pages on her efforts 
to start home sharing in the West Village). 
Communities across the country are orga-
nizing events and activities to promote not 
only community spirit but new friendships 
and personal relationships. New York City, 
through its efforts to become more livable 
for residents, earned an “Age-Friendly City” 
designation from the World Health Organi-
zation several years ago, and age-friendly so-
lutions are still being pursued under the aegis 
of the New York Academy of Medicine. The 
Mayor’s Office and City Council recently al-
located funding for a friendly visiting service 
for older people as part of the City’s Geriatric 
Mental Health Initiative. 

Among the most comprehensive efforts 
in the U.S. is connect2affect.org, a campaign 
launched by the AARP Foundation in 2016 
to highlight the impact of social isolation and 
promote solutions. The campaign’s website, 
www.connect2affect.org, is a treasure-house 
of tools and resources for individuals and 
community groups.

What about our West Village? What are 
we doing to promote personal and commu-
nity connectedness? Block associations do a 
lot. November’s WestView ran an article by 
the West 13th Street Alliance announcing 
November/December events to help build 
community and provide important social-
ization, learning and cultural opportunities. 
WestView’s Events pages also list a wealth of 
activities and public conversations where one 
can meet and interact with neighbors. I’m 
sure many unsung efforts to involve people 
with each other are going on as well. I’d love 
to hear about them, and about your ideas for 
combatting loneliness, whether small-scale 
or large-scale. We are all in this together! Let 
me hear from you at gailevans@verizon.net 
or through a phone message  to   
212-414-4883.

For more about programs that help older people alleviate 

loneliness read my article, “Older, Alone and Would Welcome 

Help? There’s Visiting Neighbors! 

Let’s Get Real About Aging
By Gail Evans

I’m tired of the advice so easily dispensed 
during the holiday season to reach out to 
older relatives and neighbors who may be 
lonely. I’m tired also of advice to elders to “be 
more socially active,” as though that would 
magically lessen their loneliness. There’s 
nothing wrong with these “tips” as such. But 
well-meaning platitudes and seasonal re-
minders are tepid responses to what is widely 
acknowledged to be a “loneliness epidemic.” 
(In the November 9th New York Times, col-
umnist Nicholas Kristof called for a “war on 
loneliness” in response.) We need psycho-
logical and sociological research to better un-
derstand loneliness, along with coordinated 
and targeted policies and programs. We need 
organized community initiatives, volunteers 
to deliver direct services and more person-to-
person efforts. And we need to destigmatize 
loneliness so that people admit to it.

In 2018, Great Britain established a Min-
istry of Loneliness to address compelling re-
search findings that loneliness is as bad for 
health as smoking 15 cigarettes a day, increas-
ing one’s risk of death by 29 percent. Nine 
million people in the United Kingdom are 
chronically lonely. Of these, four million are 
older people, and their number is expected 
to grow. Imagine going five or six days with-
out seeing or speaking to anyone. More than 
half of those surveyed reported they regularly 
went that long, or longer. 

Across U.K. communities, over 2,500 lo-
cal political leaders, health care providers, 
churches, businesses and philanthropies 
are taking on the battle against loneliness, 
changing how lonely individuals view them-
selves and finding better ways to identify and 
reach out to the socially isolated with direct 
services such as friendly visiting and tele-
phone reassurance. Interest-based clubs are 
springing up, communities are hosting ac-
tivities and events to bring residents together, 
and volunteerism aimed at helping people 
connect is on the rise. Local authorities are 
expanding public transportation options for 
older people and transforming public spaces 
into venues for social interaction. Britain has 
even instituted social prescribing, with doc-
tors providing patients with prescriptions for 
non-medical activities that promote mean-
ingful, personal connections. You can read 
about these and other initiatives at www.
campaigntoendloneliness.org, an inspiring 
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senior sit and talk – about their week, 
their experiences, whatever’s on their 
minds. They may have tea or coffee, go 
for a walk, work on a project together or 
play games or cards. Thus, a lonely se-
nior gets a new connection to life. Shop-
ping assistance is another VN service 
that builds connection as well as sup-
porting independent living. Going with 
the senior to shop, the volunteer helps 
her navigate city streets, choose her pur-
chases, carry packages. As with friendly 
visiting, senior and volunteer are doing 
something together, talking and relating 
to each other. Accompaniment to a med-
ical appointment or important meeting 
– escort service -- offers similar support 
along with relationship building. 

VN also provides health and well-
ness expertise. If a client wants someone 
knowledgeable to talk to about health 
concerns or questions about providers, 
VN’s health advocate is a phone call or 
office visit away. If she or he would wel-
come a comprehensive in-home health 
assessment or a wellness visit by a nurse, 
VN makes that available through its 
partnership with the NYU Rory Meyers 
School of Nursing. Clients and the pub-
lic in general are invited to VN’s health, 
nutrition and wellness workshops. 

“We serve everyone who needs us,” 

Older, Alone, & Would Welcome Help? There’s Visiting Neighbors! 
By Gail Evans

Since 1972, Visiting Neighbors (VN), a 
small organization in the West Village has 
relieved the loneliness and supported the 
independence of thousands of older Vil-
lagers and seniors in Chelsea, Tribeca and 
other communities south of 30th Street. It 
does this by providing services seniors need 
to remain connected with others and to get 
around in their communities. 

How do VN’s services improve a se-
nior’s quality of life? Let’s start with 
Friendly Visiting. The service involves 
weekly visits to the home of a senior 
from a VN volunteer, who VN staff have 
matched to the senior in terms of mutual 
interests and their potential to like each 
other. During their visits, volunteer and 
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MOHS SURGERY | LASER SURGERY
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7901 4th Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11209  
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718748-2151 (f )

West Village 
67 Perry Street, NY NY 10014
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Ronald R. Brancaccio, M.D | Peter Saitta, D.O.  
Sherry H. Hsiung, M.D. | Lisa Gruson,M.D. | Anna Karp, D.O.

says Dr. Cynthia Maurer, Executive Di-
rector of VN for over 20 years. “We don’t 
charge, but we do ask for contributions. 
Our only other requirements? That our 
clients live in our geographic service area, 
make the request for services themselves, 
and are self-directing and able to com-
municate.”

“The key to our approach is focus-
ing on the individual and respecting 
each one’s uniqueness and lifestyle,” 
Dr. Mauer explains. “We make it our 
business to get to know each client and 
volunteer and to make sure their needs 
and preferences are respected, and their 
worth appreciated. Promoting connec-
tion is at the heart of what we do. We 
see loneliness all the time. But many 
older people are stubborn, and all are 
proud. They don’t want to be a burden 
and they don’t want to appear needy. So, 
some new clients might find it easier to 
admit to practical needs like shopping 
assistance than to say. ‘I’m lonely.’ Af-
ter they’ve begun receiving our services 
and have gotten to know us, they can ac-
cept friendly visiting as a precious gift. 
It helps also that our volunteers stress to 
clients ‘we are doing this together,’ not ‘I 
am doing this for you.”

VN’s volunteers are its “lifeblood,” says 
Steve Gould, VN’s Health Advocate. 

“They’re all ages and have different reasons 
for volunteering, but they all want a mean-
ingful opportunity to befriend an older per-
son and share hearts and minds. Many stay 
with us for years and become family to the 
seniors they work with.We’re always looking 
for volunteers and we’re proud of the training 
and support we give them.” 

This month VN is collecting donations 
of small new items to put in gift bags 
that volunteers will distribute to clients. 
At Thanksgiving the organization joined 
forces with Project Find to distribute hol-
iday meals to the homebound who would 
be alone. Its’ partnership with an elemen-
tary school ensures that clients get greet-
ing cards from kids on birthdays and oth-
er occasions. In the spring, VN will hold 
its annual Talent Show, a gala affair where 
seniors from across the City show that 
older people can still “strut their stuff.” 
What a way to fight negative stereotypes! 
It’s something Visiting Neighbors does 
every day! 

Call VN at 212-260-6200 if you’re a senior 
and wish services or if you’re a caring neigh-
bor, relative or friend who wants to know 
more. its Call also if you want to explore 
volunteer opportunities, make a monetary 
donation or donate items to VN’s holiday 
gift drive.
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By T. Gordon Hughes II

It’s December, and that brings the hol-
idays—all kinds of holidays, so depend-
ing on your background you’re probably 
celebrating one of them this month.

For me it’s Christmas. This brings a 
great deal of pressure, what with gifts 
to be selected. I love Thanksgiving—no 
presents, no pressure, just food, really 
good food, and one goofy uncle you have 
fundamental, philosophical, political is-
sues with. There is always one. That said, 
a small price to pay for family, friends 
and dinner. But what I really want to 
write about is gift giving. 

Some 16 or 17 years ago, my wife, 
Barbara, bought me the most whimsical, 
charming pen and ink sketch of a Paris 
bar scene. To this day I treasure it. The 
real story, however, is where she bought 
it and the shop’s remarkable history in 
the West Village, it’s one and only loca-
tion.

Barb walked into this charming little 
shop located on the southeast corner of 
Bank Street and West 11th Street. Le 
Fanion was the name on the door. It was 
packed with exquisite pieces of antique 
furniture; an incredible collection of ce-
ramics, everything from funny French 
coffee mugs to one-of-a-kind pitch-
ers for wine, milk, water, and whatever 
else can go in a pitcher; and of course, 
French paintings—all kinds of paintings: 
cityscapes, countryscapes, still lifes… 
you get the picture (no pun intended, or 
maybe a small pun intended). We now 
have a wine pitcher at our farm with a 
devilish mule painted on the side.

Those of you who have bought a co-
op know that you must be interviewed 
by members of the board. That was not 
for Barb; she’s just not keen on inter-
views. However, when I told her one of 
those board members was none other 
than Claude-Noelle Toly, one of the two 
owners of Le Fanion, you would have 
thought the interview was her idea.

Barb, like me, was so eager to meet 
Claude and reverse the interview process 
by interviewing her about her shop, for-
get about the co-op. We wanted to know 
how she got to New York and the West 
Village and just where she finds these 
remarkable pieces. A normal half-hour 
chat turned into an evening spent with 
an amazing woman with the heart of a 
poet and the brains of a very smart busi-
ness woman.

She moved from France in 1982 to 
America to improve her English. She 
said her mother was dubious about this 
venture, but when she arrived she fell 
in love with Manhattan, especially the 

West Village. She got a job in a small 
restaurant in the Village where she met 
the man who was to become her business 
partner, William Nuckel. Together they 
hatched a plot to open a French antique 
shop. They found the perfect location in 
the West Village in an 1810 building, and 
thus in 1987 opened La Fanion. Thirty-
two years in the same location is not a 
record, but it’s a hell of a run considering 
what has transpired lately in our Village. 
And it’s a run Claude is very proud of. 

Here are a few remarkable things about 
the shop and about Claude: Travel—boy 
does that girl travel back and forth to 
the south of France meeting her regular 
pottery suppliers as well as antique deal-
ers. She goes places most collectors have 

Christmas is Around
the Corner 

By J. Taylor Basker

It is now December as you read this, but 
before Veteran’s Day in early November 
the Christmas items and commercials 
began to inundate us.  The irony of cel-
ebrating the birth of the baby Jew, Jesus, 
in Bethlehem, while Israel is bombing 
Gaza killing children, imprisoning chil-
dren in Bethlehem as well as other Pales-
tinian biblical cities, is lost on Americans 
obsessed with holiday shopping.  Black 
Friday sales began weeks early but Black 
Fridays for people in Gaza mean death 
and destruction as the IDF bombs and 
shoots the non-violent protesters every 
Friday.

Meanwhile the people of Bethlehem 
under Israeli occupation are deprived not 
only of their freedom but also their water.  
People may want to add plastic water bot-
tles in their Crèches as gifts the Magi are 
bringing to the Babe of Bethlehem.   

They are forbidden to dig wells beyond a 
certain depth.  This very dry and hot sum-
mer has worsened the situation.  There are 
severe limitations on extraction of water. 

Who’s Bringing  
the Water Bottles?

BABY JESUS WITH WATER BOTTLES:   Photo by Ahmad Azzouni, Jordan, 2019

Photo by T. Gordon Hughes II

Palestinians cannot have permits to dig 
wells beyond a certain depth, and the right 
itself to extract water from the ground is 
subject to severe limitations, thus they are 
forced to use an obsolete inefficient second-
ary water system that loses more than 40% 
of the water and what they receive is often 
irreparably polluted.  Water is distributed 
every 20 days and people are forced to in-
stall poor quality water tanks on their roofs, 
many of which are rusted and oxidized, 
leading to dangerous sanitary and hygienic 
conditions.  This has affected many babies 
and children in Bethlehem who suffer dis-
eases caused by contaminated water. The 
Pro Terra Sancta Association has begun a 
project to replace defective collection tanks 
for poor families of the old city in Bethle-
hem where the problem is greater, helped 
by the Caritas Antoniana of Padua. They 
install solar panels, boilers and water tanks 
with the aim of making homes habitable.  
Perhaps this project in Bethlehem is wor-
thy of Americans’ holiday attention, as 
well as Amazon surfing.  

never ventured. She likes to say that she 
and her shop “were organic before or-
ganic was a thing,” dealing in clay and 
wood. She has now gone into yoga—yes, 
yoga—and big time, but that is a whole 
other column.

I now serve on the co-op board with 
her and we hang out for coffee at—you 
guessed it, Cafe Panino Mucho Gus-
to—with her pal Todd. Sometimes Barb 
joins us and we listen to great stories 
and Claude’s ventures, both here and in 
France. Claude totally enjoys life and I’m 
lucky enough to work with her on our 
co-op board and really just to be friends 
with her.

You don’t need to guess where I’m 
headed for my Christmas shopping.
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By The West 13th Street Alliance

When the board of directors of the West 
13th Street Alliance embarked on a pro-
gram of community events this summer, 
the goal was to strengthen connection 
among neighborhood residents. Com-
ments from some of the many residents 
who have attended confirm that the events 
are also educational and fun.

About Alfred Pommer’s second West 
13th Street Alliance event, a lecture called 
Exploring the Original West Village, one 
resident said, “I learned so much tonight 
about the history of the West Village and 
I thought I knew it all! And the food was 
delicious!”

On Friday, November 15th two events 
took place at The Church of The Village 
(201 West 13th Street). In the afternoon, 
Integral Yoga Instructor and West 13th 
Street Alliance board member Chandra/

Praise for The West 13th Street Alliance’s 
Community Event Offerings

Jo Sgammato taught a chair-yoga class. “I 
didn’t think that I could do yoga because 
I’ve never been very flexible,” a student 
said. “But in Chandra’s chair-yoga class I 
learned valuable meditation and 
relaxation skills to help me cope 
with my anxiety and help me 
become more flexible.”

Another resident had two 
unique experiences in the same 
day. “I have lived down the 
street from The Church of The 
Village for the last 55 years and 
because I’m Jewish I’ve never 
been inside until now,” she said.  
“The chair-yoga class at the 
church was so great that I stayed for the 
intro to Zumba class later that evening.” 
Another resident called the intro to Zum-
ba class “great for my morale because I 
recently had surgery and have had limited 
mobility.” She added, “I love that this pro-

By Anthony Paradiso

Since I like to write about sports George 
asked if I would write on exactly which 
sports groups are using Pier 40, the big-
gest and commercially most important of 
the Hudson River Park park piers (some 15 
acres). Before it’s corroding piles and falling 
concrete ceilings began the Pier was earning 
$6 million in parking fees.

George said: “It was attorney and West-
View contributor Arthur Schwartz who 
filed to put sports on the pier some five years 
ago leveling out what was a truck parking 
area. However, after the turf had been laid 
down on the Pier’s four fields, the Board of 
Directors of the Hudson River Park Trust 
were required to invite developers to offer 
a plan use of Pier 40 in a way that would 
be attractive to the community and even to 
the city to generate money to pay for the 
up keep and operation of the whole park. 
(Somebody even suggested an aquarium).”

At least three formal Requests for Pro-

posals were issued plus a flurry of informal 
ones but none were accepted so we are now 
looking at a very grim 88-foot high office 
building which will surround and perma-
nently shade the playing field.

Does the community want and need an 
88 foot office building along the beautiful 
biking, hiking and playing fields and park 
along the Hudson Trust property.   Isn’t the 
land use here perfect for outdoor enjoy-
ment and fields for our community?  

I researched who is using Pier 40.   
There are the two colleges in the Village 

that rent the fields at Pier 40: New York 
University and ASA College. And here are 
all the high schools and middle schools that 
use the facility: Stuyvesant High School, 
Notre Dame, Friends Seminary, 75 Morton 
School and Bard High School.  The youth 
organizations that use Pier 40 are: Pier 40 
Baseball, Greenwich Village Little League, 
Downtown Little League, Gotham Girls 

Is Pier 40 in Jeopardy? Football Club, Manhattan Kickers and the-
Downtown Unified Soccer League.

The Downtown United Soccer club is 
a youth affiliate of New York City Foot-
ball Club, a Major League Soccer Club. A 
spokesperson for Pier 40 said this about 
the Downtown United Soccer Club, “they 
have more of a presence here than others.”

There is one professional sports team 
that plays at Pier 40 and that is the New 
York Knights of the USA Rugby League.

Everyone looking to book a field must pay 
a $25 application fee. Then a permit needs to 
be given to the renter. The permit is free for 
schools and youth organizations. The permit 
is $100 to adult groups. Each field can be 
rented out for one and a half hours during the 
week and for two hours on weekends, when 
the fields are more available.

For Villagers, Pier 40 remains a great op-
tion for the young and old to play sports. It 
has been here for 20 years and hopefully it 
will continue to exist as a place for the public 
to use.  Perhaps more fields could be added 
along with indoor sports facilities and that 
would generate more income.   Is it not rea-
sonable to make private schools pay a bit 
more?  Can more parking space be created 
and the communities surrounding Pier 40 
could pay market prices for parking?   And 
are all the offices inside rented at free mar-
ket rates?   As Brian Pape, a contributing 
writer to WestView News said to me: “

“The Trust wants to build an 88-foot 
office tower on the Pier. The community 
doesn’t want that, because it’s an obstruc-
tion of the views, it’s a big block of con-
struction that will create traffic, and the 
community wants to save the sports fields. 
So there’s this battle that’s going on and we 
don’t know how it’s going to end up.”

gram is near my apartment as well. I can’t 
wait for next time!”

The Alliance will offer two commu-
nity events in December. On Saturday, 

December 7th, from 4:00-
6:00 p.m. we will offer a holi-
day card-making class with 
mixed media artist Linda Ed-
kins Wyatt at The Church of 
The Village. Explore stencils, 
stamps, collage, and heat-
embossing techniques to cre-
ate your own unique and fes-
tive cards. All supplies will be 
provided. This event is co-
sponsored by The Ink Pad, a 

mixed media and paper arts shop in the 
West Village for over 21 years.

Tea and Conversation will be led by 
lifelong Integral Yoga practitioner, teacher 
trainer, and West Village resident Kali Co-
line Morse. The event will be held at the 

Integral Yoga Institute (227 West 13th 
Street) on Tuesday, December 17 from 
2:00 to 3:00 p.m.

Birgitte Philippides-Delaney, president 
of the West 13th Street Alliance (whose 
mission is to improve the quality of life on 
West 13th Street between 7th and Green-
wich Avenues and its neighboring areas) 
says “we are so pleased with the results of 
this year’s offerings and hope to have even 
more in 2020. Some of these events were 
made possible by a Manhattan Communi-
ty Award Program grant through Borough 
President Gale Brewer’s office. We appre-
ciate the opportunity to serve the neigh-
borhood in these ways.”

Many more exciting programs are in the 
process of being scheduled for January and 
February as well, and will be announced 
with flyers and on the WestView News 
Events Calendar. Stay tuned!

Pier 40 has large sports fields that still can’t meet the demand.” Photo by 
Anthony Paradiso
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I recently attended my 55th law school re-
union. I would not criticize you if you looked 
away at this point thinking, “Okay, Boomer, 
what else is there to read in this fine West 
Village newspaper?” Stay, dear reader; there 
might be something for you here if you suf-
fer, as I do, from frustration over the politics 
of gun control.

At my law school reunion, a symposium 
was conducted on constitutional limits to 
gun control. These limits are in the Sec-
ond Amendment to the U.S. Constitution. 
(Amendments 1 through 10, known as The 
Bill of Rights, were part of the Constitution 
when it was originally adopted in 1789.) The 
Second Amendment provides that “the right 
of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall 
not be infringed.” This statement is pre-
ceded in the text by an introductory clause: 
“A well regulated militia, being necessary to 
the security of a free State....” For 219 years 
the meaning of these words was assumed to 
be clear. Then came the decision of the U.S. 
Supreme Court in District of Columbia v. 
Heller, in which possession of a handgun in 
the home for personal protection was found 
to be a Second Amendment right guaran-
teed to every American.

There is now a partisan divide in our 
country over the limits of this right. Some 
think the Second Amendment right to guns 
is, like the First Amendment right to speech, 
essentially unlimited, and go about trumpet-
ing their constitutional right to protection 
from regulation of any kind. Others see the 
right as, necessarily, limited by the need for 
public safety. 

There are limits to freedom of speech, as 
Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes made clear 
in his opinion in Schenck v. U.S., noting that 
there is no protected right to shout “Fire!” in 
a crowded theater. At a minimum, we can as-
sume that the Second Amendment right has 
such common-sense limitations. But, addi-
tionally, and to the point of how the current 
partisan divide might be bridged, the Heller 
decision itself notes important limitations.

Not having followed this issue closely (it 
did not seem an essential arrow in the quiv-
er of a corporate lawyer like myself ), I was 
surprised to learn that Justice Scalia, who 
wrote the majority opinion in Heller, based 
the decision primarily on the ancient right 
of the English people to firearms. That right 
long predates 1789 when our Constitution 
was adopted, and it is that right which the 
Second Amendment protects.

The gap of 219 years between the adop-
tion of the Constitution and the Court’s 
Heller decision seems relevant to any fine-
grain examination of the right, made es-
pecially so by the Court’s premise of an 
ancient right existing under common law. 
Advancements in armament technology and 
the further accretion of social antagonisms 
have raised the concern that unless there are 
unstated limitations on the right, the Court 
has taken the Second Amendment beyond 
its time and place, reaching an absurd result. 

That’s a valid concern, but Heller is not go-
ing to be overruled. To make progress, both 
the traditionalists and reformers must work 
within the Heller framework. 

Partisans must also do so. Without po-
litical accommodation, the courts will deter-
mine the limits of the Second Amendment. 
That will take time and produce a patchwork 
of results governed by the fortuity—or not—
of cases that come up for decision. Such an 
unmanaged progression would leave a lot to 
chance. A better path would be a political 
accommodation between pro- and anti-gun 
factions through the give and take of nego-
tiation. For that to happen, something like 
a “model gun rights” statute is needed as a 
template. To initiate the process, a select 
committee would produce a draft bill to be 
circulated among experts and stakeholders. 
Comments and discussion would improve 
the product by identifying key differences, 
resolving some and setting others aside for 
further discussion. This would go on until a 
draft model bill is produced. 

Today there are sizable differences in state 
gun control laws. A survey of existing laws 
allocated them into 67 types, of which those 
enacted in each state range from four (SD) 
to 60 (HI), with several surprises (5 KY, 6 
NH, 59 IL, 26 LA, 25 TX). The regional 
pattern is not consistent (for example, 5 MS, 
19 AL, 26 LA; and 56 MA, 6 NH, 15 VT, 
21 ME). There is a glaring regional divide 
between urban (55 NY) and rural (5 WY, 6 
ID), north (42 MN) and south (14 OK), rich 
(50 CA) and poor (5 MS), left (56 MA) and 
right (13 GA). 

An accommodation of the cultural, po-
litical, economic and regional differences 
reflected in the state survey is possible, I be-
lieve. The Heller decision regarding the Sec-
ond Amendment does not protect all guns, 
only those that might be found in the home 
and be suitable for use in a militia. These 
would be today’s equivalent of handguns, 
muskets and shotguns—rifles and pistols—
but not automatic weapons, high-capacity 
magazines, or body-shredding ammunition. 
Gun enthusiasts would accept this distinc-
tion. They would also accept background 
checks, though not gun registration. A gun 
registry would facilitate gun seizures, and 
that is greatly feared, whether rational or not. 
Gun-safety interests can accommodate these 
views, if there is protection from the angry 
social misfit, which a truly comprehensive 
background check system could provide. 
Keeping guns out of the wrong hands and re-
stricting the sale of weapons of mass murder 
is constitutionally possible. 

All of my neighbors in Maine have and 
use guns. They don’t rob banks or terrorize 
social gatherings, but they do hunt and they 
collect and trade guns. They are understand-
ably mystified about and fearful of laws that 
would take those activities away from them. 
They do understand the need for restrictions 
on automatic weapons and the need for back-
ground checks to identify the disturbed and 
the criminal.

Guns and Country
By Tom Lamia

Dina Andriotis, Chris Tsiamis, and Nikitas Andriotis (from left to right).
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Super “Hero” II – The Wire

By Robert Kroll

My trial by fire as a co-op building super came with-
in days of moving into our cozy studio apartment on 
Remsen Street, Brooklyn Heights. My apartment looks 
onto the street through four tall picture windows, unob-
structed by utility poles and the attendant wires. Or at 
least so I thought. Fact was, there was a single wire bi-
secting my windows, looping like a double-Dutch rope 
directly in my view of the otherwise perfect imitation of 
Sesame Street. 

“The electric and phone cables on our cul de sac are other-
wise underground,” I humphed. “What is that hanging wire?” 
On closer inspection I saw that the wire was attached to the 
top of a streetlight pole to the west, then draped over a tree 
limb, past my windows and down into the cellar of a neighbor-
ing townhouse to the east. What to do?

FIRST: Call 311. After I described the apparent fire hazard, 
in moments three fire trucks showed up on the scene. Five 
head-scratching firefighters were our first responders. They 
gazed up at the wire and the light pole, and down at the exit 
point into the subterranean mystery pit. “This looks like utility 
theft,” said one. “We’ll report it to ConEd.” The firefighters 
promptly departed. 

SECOND: Write to the neighbor into whose townhouse 
cellar the wire travels. The letter was non-accusatory. It ques-
tioned what the neighbor was planning to do about the hang-
ing eyesore. The neighbor said he had been trying for months 
to get ConEd out to complete their work, to no avail.

THIRD: Call ConEd and complain. They conceded there 
was a wire and noted that its removal was a “high priority” for 
them. They did nothing. Two weeks went by. I stewed.

FOURTH: Ask seasoned local kvetches what they would 
do in this situation. My most seasoned friend suggested I con-
tact my local neighborhood council member. In my case, that’s 
Stephen Levin of District 33, which covers the waterfront, 
literally, from Boerum Hill to Greenpoint, and everything in 
between. This must be da place! Fergetaboutit. 

FIFTH: Back to 311. How does a citizen complain about 
a monopolistic, untouchable public electric utility in this city? 
You contact New York State Public Service Commission, Of-
fice of Consumer Services, Three Empire State Plaza, Albany, 
NY 12223-1350, phone: 518-473-0229, according to 311.

SIXTH: The state utility commission’s citizen complaint 
form is at http://www3.dps.ny.gov/ocs/itgate.nsf/(webDPS_
welcome)?OpenForum. That form is for gas and electric cus-
tomers only, but if you’re complaining about gas or electric, 
this commission apparently has the utility companies by the 
monopolistic balls. No sooner did I file my PSC complaint 
than a very worried-sounding ConEdder called begging for-
giveness and saying they were going to solve my problem 
immediately if not sooner. Two days later, a ConEd digging 
crew was in front of my neighbor’s house digging up asphalt 
to reach and reconnect a damaged underground electric cable. 

Dangling cord disappears. Super Hero to the rescue. Case 
closed. Aw, shucks, Lois. ###

 LOW WIRE ACT… Photo Credit Robert Kroll

The Grace of 
a Stick
By Roberta Curley

I use a cane. It’s a vital appendage.
I lean it against a table, 
and grab a seat in the al fresco section of the
Bus Stop Cafe (tantamount to people gazing on the 
Champs Elysees).

I spot leashed pups of indeterminate age tugging and 
peeing. The
scenario repeats. Pet/owner love consumes these con-
stitutionals.

Infants rock to and fro, swathed in soft satchels on 
Dad or Mom’s chest. 
They all inhale the 11, 12 and 14A fumes as Abingdon 
Square guests.

Toddlers glom a ride of their lives from wheelie-stroll-
ers with unsurpassed 
panoramic views of historic West Village.

Older kids jump like manic lightning bugs as they 
screech for Mr. Frosty’s
ice cream at Bleecker Playground.

Teens bop, hop and flop as if protected by invisible 
electric rays. Their
Atlas-like gaits zig and zag like they’re playing forever-
tag.

Adults possess diverse styles of walking. Though it’s 
not polite to stare, 
a quick analysis provides a mapping exercise of their 
future walkability. 

Many able-bodied adults and elders have zero mobil-
ity issues. 
Others require some form of assisted “crutch” to keep 
up. 

I use a cane—I walk deliberately and slow. 
Thanks for treading gently as together we go…

SIGN UP FOR FREE NEWS NOTICES FROM WESTVIEW NEWS!
Get breaking news and exclusive coverage of local Village interest delivered directly to your inbox for free. 

Go to westviewnews.org and reply to the subscribe button; just sign up with your email address.

 *We do not sell or share our list with advertisers or anyone.
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the space. Having had exquisite pasta at 
Maialino and amazing pizza at Marta, I was 
a bit disappointed with the menu and food 
at Anton’s. Somehow the choices seems out 
of step with current food trends: the food 
skews heavier, and there is not much of a 
focus on vegetables. Some of the dishes are 
a strange mix of Italian and Eastern Euro-
pean influences. For example, while I love 
the country ham from Baczynski, a Polish/
Ukrainian butcher in the East Village, I felt 
the flavor was a bit jarring in the Bucatini 
Baczynski. The restaurant has been busy 
since it opened due to its pedigree, but I 
wonder if its popularity will endure, or if a 
course correction will be needed. 

Small Door Veterinary – 15 7th Avenue 
at 12th Street
A membership-based veterinary clinic has 
opened on the ground floor of the Raskob 
Building of the former St. Vincent’s Hos-
pital (now part of the Rudin’s Greenwich 
Lane Condominiums). According to staff 
at the clinic, one of the founders came up 
with the idea after his experience trying 
to get a diagnosis for his sick Boxer. The 
space is lovely, and does not smell like an 
animal hospital. There are different wait-
ing areas so that cats and dogs can be kept 
apart. There are three levels of member-
ship: the first level entitles pet owners to 
make appointments and chat with some-
one on staff 24/7, and the higher levels 
include annual exams and other preventa-
tive care. The cat plans are slightly cheaper, 
with the lowest level coming in at just un-
der $100/year. 

Solaro (13 Carmine Street at 6th Ave-
nue) has taken over the space that housed 
Venetian restaurant Giulietta’s Cantina 
Club. Solaro is family-owned, the menu is 
Italian with Genovese influences, and like 
many recent openings, it also functions as a 
wine bar (although it is waiting for a liquor 
license).  In addition to the a la carte menu, 

There is a renaissance of sorts for Hudson 
Street around 11th and Perry Streets with 
two flashy openings, and the soon-to-open 
Dante West Village across the street. Bleeck-
er Street also has fewer empty storefronts, 
but most shops did not seem all that busy 
during the Shop Bleecker event in late No-
vember.

Top Openings
Café Kitsuné - 550 Hudson Street at 
Perry Street
I was familiar with the French brand 
Maison Kitsuné, which features lots of 
t-shirts with fox logos, and have been 
to their Soho store, so when I saw the 
signs for Café Kitsuné, I imagined that 
it would be a clothing store with a café 
in the back. But in reality it is an all-
day café and natural wine bar with just a 
few Café Kitsuné branded items for sale. 
The coffee comes from Costa Rica and is 
delicious. The menu has sandwiches and 
pastries, some from Brooklyn cult-fa-
vorite Burrow. The fox cookies are ador-
able, and the black pepper and scallion 
scone was delicious. I was curious as to 
why the owners had picked this particu-
lar location, and this was their response: 
“The West Village is quintessential New 
York. It’s the epicenter of NYC culture, 
and one of the most influential and re-
nowned neighborhoods in Manhattan, 
particularly for the food and wine scene. 
But most of all when you walk through 
the West Village, you’re bound to think, 
this neighborhood is way more charming 
than all the others – this is integral to 
the Café Kitsuné experience: In Paris we 
are situated in the Palais Royal gardens, 
in Tokyo the entrance is through an al-
ley lined with bamboo, and in Seoul we 
have a similar, hidden-away terrasse. The 
location at 550 Hudson evokes a feeling 
for taking a brief moment out of the day, 
to recharge, to chat, to check in with 
their neighborhood”

Anton’s - 570 Hudson Street at West 
11th Street
Nick Anderer, the chef from the Danny 
Meyer restaurants Maialino and Marta has 
opened his own place with the owners of 
Frankies 570 which previously occupied 

by Caroline Benveniste
OUTand

IN 
a $45, 4-course prix fixe meal is available. 
Choco-Nuts (104 West 14th Street be-
tween 6th and 7th Avenues) serves Lokma, 
a Turkish dessert that resembles donut 
holes. Here, the Lokma are made fresh and 
filled to order, and customers can also select 
toppings which include fruit, nuts, choco-
late, honey and more. Milkshakes, juices 
and coffee drinks are also served. Chip (298 
Bleecker Street near 7th Avenue South) has 
finally opened. This cookie bakery had a 
stall in Gansevoort Market previously. The 
cookies are large and puffy and the smells 
inside are intoxicating. 

Closed
In the last few years we sometimes got emails 
from readers speculating that Ethiopian res-
taurant Injera (11 Abingdon Square) had 
closed, but these turned out not to be true. 
Now, however, Injera really has closed. On 
Facebook, the owners write: “Thank you ev-
eryone for supporting us all those years and 
Thank you for coming out one last time to 
celebrate the closing of Injera.” Dirty Bird 
To-Go (204 West 14th Street between 
7th and 8th Avenues),  a fried chicken 
spot that opened in 2006 and recently ex-
panded with more seating next door has 
shuttered. In 2012 a second location opened 
in Tribeca, but it has recently closed as well. 
Grom (233 Bleecker Street at 6th Av-
enue), the Italian gelateria which opened 
at this location in 2008 has closed, leaving 
Cones as the only ice cream option on that 
stretch of Bleecker Street. There are still two 
open location in New York, as well as lots in 
Italy. 

Coming Soon

Go Stir Fry Express (319 6th Avenue 
near West 3rd Street) is coming to the 
location where Walk to Wok used to be, 
and will serve customizable bowls. Smith & 
Sinclair London (66 Greenwich Avenue 
near 7th Avenue), a British company that 
makes Alcoholic Cocktail Gummies and 
other boozy confections will be opening in 
the space that most recently housed two lin-
gerie stores. It describes itself as an “Adult 
Candy Shop”, keeping the adult theme 
going at this location. Signage is up for 
Pasta Pollacci/Pasta al Forno (167 7th 
Avenue South near Perry Street) in the 
old Snowdays space. Pictures of pasta and 
other Italian dishes are visible on the inside, 
and a woman I spoke to who sounded Ital-
ian said the restaurant would be opening in 
early December. An astute reader noticed 
that Public Rec, another apparel shop is 
opening on Bleecker Street (330 Bleecker 
at Christopher). On their website they ex-
plain: “We make intelligent apparel – to 
simplify life for the better. Through insight-
ful design, we empower everyone to focus 
on what they are doing. And not what they 
are wearing.”

We need your help! Please email us with any ad-
ditional insight at wvnewsinout@gmail.com. 
Once again you’ve come through with great tips, but 
please, keep up the good work!

By Isa Covot

This soup is very popular in Greece and 
is always served when people return home 
from Midnight Mass. Because it’s so popu-
lar, it’s also served year round. There is a 
version with lamb, this one served at Eas-
ter. The Greek Jewish population adopted 
it and you can find it served often among 
them, especially before or after the fast 
of Yom Kippur. Vegetarians can omit the 
chicken and use white vegetarian broth.  

If making the broth from scratch, you can 
add pieces of skinned chicken to the soup; 
don’t throw out the skin—lay it in one layer, 
on a slightly oiled, rimmed baking pan, and 
slow bake it at 250 degrees for about an hour 
until crisp.               

Ingredients:
1 quart chicken or vegetable broth
½ cup rice, rinsed
½ teaspoon salt, or to taste
½ teaspoon pepper, or to taste
A pinch of grated nutmeg (optional)
1 or 2 bay leaves
2 medium garlic cloves, minced (optional)
2 large eggs, whole
Juice of two lemons, or to taste.
2 tablespoons minced parsley (optional)

1. In a heavy-bottomed saucepan, over me-
dium high heat, bring the broth to a boil. 
Add the rice and the seasonings (not the 
eggs, lemon juice, or parsley), and stir to 
distribute the ingredients.
2. Lower the heat to low, cover the sauce-
pan, and simmer for 20 minutes or until 
the rice is cooked through.
3. Meanwhile, in a small bowl, beat the 
eggs with the lemon juice. 
4.When the rice is ready, uncover the 
saucepan, but do not remove from the heat. 
5. Add a ladleful of the soup to the egg-
lemon mixture and whisk to combine all 
the ingredients. 
6.Pour this mixture over the soup and mix 
well. Heat it for a minute or two, but do 
not allow it to boil. Mix in the parsley.

Yield: About 4 servings

Kitchen Recipes
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By Isa Covo

Thanksgiving is over. I joined friends and 
family at the table, and it was nice. Of 
course, there was so much food, so much 
good food, so many leftovers, but that is 
expected—look at the number of recipes 
for how to use them! 

Now to the next act: shopping for gifts. 
This year Hanukkah and Christmas fall at 
the same time, and practically everybody will 
be making lists. Alas, unless you know ex-
actly what the giftee (is that a word?) wants, 
many of those gifts will be returned, stuck in 
a closet never to be seen again, or eventually 
end up at a thrift shop. The other, and very 
serious problem is packaging. When buying 
online there are the cardboard boxes, the 
plastic wraps, and then the fancy wrapping 
papers and ribbons. Bags and bags of them 
line the sidewalks in front of our houses fol-
lowing Christmas Day.

If you want to help the planet, use brown 
paper, that you can decorate yourself if you 
like, to wrap your gifts; and instead of ribbons, 
tie them with string.

The best and more lasting gifts are books, 
which satisfy all interests and tastes. As for 
children, books are better gifts than the cheap 
plastic toys they probably already have and 
which barely hold their attention for longer 
than a day or two.

I don’t like buying books online unless I 
cannot find them anywhere else, which is rare. 
When I walk into a bookstore, especially the 
independently owned ones, there is such an 
unparalleled feeling of community. The cus-
tomers linger at the displays, leafing through 
the books, smiling at each other, sometimes 
starting conversations. 

There was a time when New York was 
awash in bookstores, almost all indepen-
dent. Fourth Avenue, between Union 
Square and Astor Place, was the mecca, 
with its 48 small bookstores, earning the 
title “Booksellers Row.” Unfortunately, by 
the 1960s, because of rising rents and per-
haps the decline of readership, Bookseller’s 
Row was no longer.

Of the stores at Booksellers Row, and af-
ter some changes of location, Strand is the 
only remaining one, located at 12th Street 
and Broadway. Strand opened its doors on 
Fourth Avenue in 1929, right in the middle 
of the Jazz Age and its famous writers. The 
owner was Benjamin Bass, who had immi-
grated from Lithuania at 17. After working 
around New York at various jobs, he rented a 
small space on 8th Street near Greene Street 
in 1927, a year before his son Frederick was 
born, and opened a bookstore he named Peli-
can Book Shop. The store did not thrive and 
he was forced out two years later. 

With an investment of $600, half of it 
borrowed, he moved his store to a property 
owned by the heirs of Peter Stuyvesant and 
built on what had been Stuyvesant’s farm. He 
renamed the store Strand. He saw his store 
as the place where booklovers like himself 

would congregate and converse, but he also 
found that in order to make a living he had 
to work hard. Strand stayed at the same loca-
tion on Fourth Avenue until the building was 
demolished in 1957. 

Bass’s son Frederick started working at the 
store after school at age 13, and except for a 
couple of years of military service he worked 
there all his life. After he became manager 
in 1957, he expanded it to the entire ground 
floor, and in the 1970s took over the three 
floors above and added an antiquarian depart-
ment next door. His Father died in 1978 at 
72. Fred Bass’s slogan was “18 miles of books,” 
and indeed he needed the space as he gradu-
ally expanded the number of books from the 
original 70,000, already a large number, to 
around 2.5 million. Buying books became 
his passion. He bought entire libraries, books 
from critics, books from readers who needed 
money—anybody who wanted to sell their 
books.

Bass made other additions to the business 
in the form of book kiosks in three locations: 
on 5th Avenue and Grand Army Plaza; in 
the Flatiron District; and, during the sum-
mer months, at Times Square. In 1986, his 
daughter, Nancy Bass Wyden, joined him in 
the business and expanded it by adding mer-
chandise such as book bags, t-shirts and more. 
She also had air conditioning installed, and an 
elevator, and streamlined the floors. 

In 2017, Fred Bass retired, and Wyden, an 
elegant and charming woman and the mother 
of three, became the owner. In the tradition of 
her grandfather and her father, who died in 
2018, at 89 she is committed and brings new 
ideas to the store where she has worked since 
she was 16.

Strand has a fantastic collection of children’s 
books, and Story Time on weekends. In the 
antiquarian branch there are readings, book 
signings, and related events four hundred 
times a year. I’m glad I live within walking 
distance from Strand because I love to visit. 
When I have visitors from out of town I try to 
take them there, not only for the large choice 
of books but for the atmosphere. The staff is 
always very helpful, and is well-informed and 
passionate about books. And so were, and still 
are, all the members of the family that owns it.

If I’m in the area—even if I have only a 
short time—I cannot help looking though 
the carts for good bargains, where I am 
joined by other passersby. A few days ago 
I was at the children’s section on the sec-
ond floor and saw a man carrying several 
books to the checkout, not all of them for 
children. I remarked that it was satisfying 
buying books at a store. “There is no other 
way,” he answered. And that’s the tize our 
bookstores, because if we don’t they’ll be-
come a chapter in the book of “Vanishing 
New York.” So since it’s cold outside, have 
some tasty soup, maybe a nice drink, wrap 
yourself in something warm, and enjoy a 
good book.

A View from the Kitchen

WEST VILLAGE
75 Greenwich Ave.

(at 7th Avenue)

GREENWICH VILLAGE
162 Bleecker Street

(Sullivan & Thompson)

GRAND CENTRAL
43rd & Lexington

(Marketplace)

BROOKLYN
68 35th Street
(Industry City)

CHELSEA MARKET
75 Ninth Avenue
(at 15th Street)

HUDSON YARDS
10th Ave. & 31st St.

(4th Floor)

Holiday Chocolates for All
Chocolate Snowmen, Gifts Boxes, Hannukah Items & More

starshowernyc@yahoo.com

VIEWS BY SUZE    

11th Street Café
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Karen’s 
Quirky Style
By Karen Rempel, Fashion Editor

 Having trouble getting in the 
spirit this holiday season? I hope that 
Karen’s Kinky Christmas outfit, complete 
with Grinch-green wig, will put you in the 
mood for some holiday hijinks. Come on, 
tell Karen, have you been naughty or nice?
 I have a holiday gift for you if 
you can guess what I am holding in my 
elegantly gloved hands. Leave a comment 
for my column at WestViewNews.org. 
The first three people to post the correct 
answer will win a Christmas coffee with 
Karen at A.O.C. on Bleecker Street. 
Or if you prefer, Christmas candy from 
Li-Lac Chocolates, Manhattan’s oldest 
chocolate house, at their new location on 
7th Avenue.
 Dusty and I had a lot of fun 
doing this month’s photo shoot on 
Bleecker, in temperatures close to freezing. 
Many thanks to the staff at the stores on 
Bleecker who let Dusty and me pop inside 
to warm up, and even snap a few pix—
Diptyque, Magnolia Bakery, Hill House, 
Lingua Franca, and Alexis Bittar. Special 
thanks to Stacy at Alexis Bittar for the 
gorgeous jewelry! 

For more stories, style notes, and fun photos, 
see karensquirkystyle.com and connect 
@karensquirkystyle. 

WEST VILLAGE MODEL KAREN REMPEL 
On Bleecker Street. No Room for Grinches 
at Karen’s Kinky Christmas! Photographs 
by Dusty Berke.

KAREN IS WEARING STUNNING Gorgeously 
Intricate Jewelry by Alexis Bittar. Holiday 
Holly Face Makeup by Karen Rempel. 
Photograph by Dusty Berke.

Grinch-green party wig. Wigs & Plus, 37 
West 14th Street.

Sparkly black sequin and tulle party dress by 
ark & co. Variazioni, 153 Prince Street.

Pleaser patent leather thigh-high boots with 
silver heels. Fetishwear trade show, Vancouver.

Richard Tyler emerald taffeta opera gloves. 
Sourced from a private collection.

Necklace of turquoise and green semi-precious 
stones. Sourced from a private collection.

Diamond drop earrings. Shopper’s Drug Mart, 
Vancouver, BC.

Style on the Street: Holiday Cheer on Bleecker 
Shoppers and partiers strut their holiday glam as storefronts sparkle and Christmas trees scent the air. Photos by Dusty Berke
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 I first met Ellen Stewart (she was born Novem-
ber 7th, 1919, and died January 13th, 2011, and would 
have been 100 in 2019), the founder of La MaMa Ex-
perimental Theatre Company, in her first theatre, a dirt-
floored basement at 321 East 9th Street. Ellen hailed 
from Chicago via a Cajun parish in Louisiana, and was 
working as a fashion designer at Saks Fifth Avenue af-
ter having graduated from elevator operator, when her 
neighbor, an aspiring playwright named Paul Foster, and 
another friend named Jim Moore convinced her to open 
a theatre in the East Village store where she sold her 
women’s fashions. 
 She was skeptical but game, and she contacted 
her friend, Joe Cino, of the Caffe Cino on Cornelia Street, 
and asked him to send over a play he had done there—a 
version of Tennessee Williams’s short story One Arm. It 
opened on July 27th, 1962. She followed this with Eu-
gene O’Neill’s short play Before Breakfast. Audiences 
reveled in showing up at this literally underground cellar 
space, and many plays ensued including an early work 
by Leonard Melfi entitled Lazy Baby Susan. Melfi went 
on to become, along with many others over the years, a 
top La MaMa playwright and he eventually wound up 
working on a film with Sophia Loren. The famed actress 
Shirley Stoler, who starred in the cult classic film The 
Honeymoon Killers, opened her own play there October 
19th. 
 On October 31st, also in 1962, Ellen and Paul 
Foster put up a dark one-act play, The Room, by Har-
old Pinter. They were surprised, and a little scared, when 
Pinter himself showed up in a huff wondering how they 
came to do his play without his permission. The great 
British playwright, who later won, among many honors, 
a Nobel prize, changed his outlook when Ellen turned 
on her considerable charm and he reportedly said, “Okay, 
let’s go on with it,” and proceeded to enjoy watching his 
own weird play in a dirt-floored basement in the East 
Village on Hallowe’en night. 
 Two years and one day later, on All Souls’ Day, 
the creative Harris family, with six children, arrived in the 
East Village from Florida. Ellen learned they didn’t have 
a home, found them an apartment in the same building 
as the theatre, and instantly established the El Dorado 
Players as her in-house all-children troupe. The kids 
(one of whom, George, went on to become the performer 
Hibiscus who founded the famed San Francisco troupe 
The Cockettes; another, Walter, a pivotal character in the 
Broadway production of Hair), as well as their parents, 
became the go-to group for playwrights looking for a 
cast. 
 That was the beginning of the extraordinary 
and long-lasting history of La Mama Experimental The-
atre Club. Eventually Ellen moved to better digs at 82 
Second Avenue, and later to a second floor loft at 122 
Second Avenue where she produced and often directed 
original plays in a club-like atmosphere, serving coffee 
and introducing each night’s performance by ringing a 
giant cowbell and announcing in her French accent that 
it was “dedicated to the playwright and all aspects of the 
theatre.” A club membership of $1 was collected and a 
basket was passed for donations for the actors. 
 Ellen occasionally also designed costumes for 
such plays as Tom Eyen’s Miss Nefertiti Regrets (1965), 
which featured a then unknown actress named Bette 
Midler, and my own play entitled Why Tuesday Never 
Has a Blue Monday (1966), which starred Patrick Sul-
livan as a psychiatrist and Marilyn Roberts as his patient, 
an actress who was confusing her own identity with the 
roles she was playing. Together the two acted out hys-

terical animal-sexual scenes. The director, Ron Link, had 
Marilyn wearing a white dress, but when Ellen saw it she 
screamed out, “No! No! It must be red!” She designed a 
billowing red taffeta that moved and swiveled. This year 
I learned from Mia Yu, Ellen’s personally appointed suc-
cessor as creative director at La MaMa, that red was El-
len’s favorite color. When I looked around at the grand 
and newly renovated La MaMa building, formerly called 
the Annex and now the Ellen Stewart Theatre, at 66 East 
4th Street, I noted that all the doors and some of the walls 
were a super-hot red color. She also designed costumes 
for the hilariously extravagant transgender Vain Victory 
and Heaven Grand in Amber Orbit by Jackie Curtis who, 

along with Candy Darling and Holly Woodlawn, later 
became Andy Warhol movie superstars. Warhol wrote an 
avant-garde play of his own entitled Pork that opened 
at La MaMa in 1971, the same year Terrence McNally 
premiered his play there, Things That Go Bump in the 
Night.
 At her first permanent home, in a building at 
74A East 4th Street that she bought and which, though 
currently under renovation, is still the official La MaMa 
E.T.C. headquarters, Ellen produced an astounding 
number of plays, musicals, and extravaganzas by an unbe-
lievable roster of playwrights including her original part-
ner, Paul Foster (Tom Paine); Sam Shepard and Lanford 
Wilson, who later were both awarded Pulitzer Prizes; 
Tom Eyen (Dreamgirls); Jeff Weiss; Charles Ludlam 
(Bluebeard); Robert Patrick (Kennedy’s Children); Wil-
liam M. Hoffman (As Is); Megan Terry; H. M. Koutou-
kas; Maria Irene Fornés; Michael Smith; Leonard Melfi; 
Jean-Claude van Itallie; David Starkweather; Julie Bo-
vasso; Adrienne Kennedy; and countless others. 
 Two versatile and talented actors who worked at 
La MaMa, Mari-Claire Charba and Jacque Lynn Colton, 
turned entrepreneurs themselves one summer, taking a 
number of La MaMa plays for a tour of Europe. This 
inspired Ellen to go international, and she developed 
a distinct style with the help of composer and director 
Tom O’Horgan (director of the great 1968 Broadway hit 
Hair by Gerome Ragni and James Rado), establishing the 
La MaMa Troupe and spreading her legend abroad in a 
series of theater tours. In addition to Mari-Claire, the 
actors in the troupe included Marilyn Roberts, Frederic 
Forrest, Sally Kirkland, Victor LiPari, Beth Porter, Seth 
Allen, Peter Craig, and Kevin O’Connor. Later, many of 
these same actors, under O’Horgan’s unique direction, 
brought to vivid life Rochelle Owens’s incredible and 
shocking award-winning play, Futz. 
 In addition to Why Tuesday Never Has a Blue 
Monday, a full-length play commissioned by Ellen in 
1966, my own works at La MaMa included short plays 

for fund-raising benefits: East of the Sun, an existential 
work first presented in 1963; Zoe’s Letter in 1964; and 
Statue in 1966. After a fire at the Caffe Cino started by 
Joe Cino’s lover and the lighting designer at his theatre, 
Jonathan Torrey, Ellen came to the rescue of her pal across 
town and, in addition to providing space for Cino’s plays 
in her own theater until the restoration of his place was 
complete, put on a benefit with Ron Link at the Sullivan 
Street Theater where my play The Bed premiered un-
der the direction of ubiquitous off-off Broadway director 
Robert Dahdah. Other plays on the bill included Little 
Tree Animal by Oliver Hailey, Three Sisters Who Are 
Not Sisters by Gertrude Stein, and Humilities by Diane 
di Prima. The Bed opened at the Cino a few months later 
with Jim Jennings and Walter McGinn, who was later re-
placed by Larry Burns. Caffe Cino at 31 Cornelia Street, 
now recognized as the first off-off Broadway theatre, was 
in existence only from 1958 to 1968. For my play Moon, 
done at the Cino both in 1967 and 1968, I employed 
several La MaMa actors, as did many of the playwrights 
who repeated their plays at both venues. 
 Without interruption, Ellen’s La MaMa con-
tinued growing, garnering awards, burgeoning in the 
following years, and offering full seasons of plays and 
international theater groups; regularly scheduled caba-
ret events—“The Club”—under the direction of Nicky 
Paraiso; a rehearsal and teaching space; and an art gal-
lery—La MaMa Galleria—on Great Jones Street. 
 In 2005 Ellen, along with Villager Chris Kapp, 
initiated a once-a-month Saturday afternoon historical 
investigation of the off-off Broadway phenomenon at La 
MaMa, enlisting those who created it to recount their re-
membrances. Ellen had her professional archivist, Ozzie 
Rodriquez, film the events and named me and the late 
director Robert Dahdah (Dames at Sea, The Bed) as the 
unofficial “Godfathers.” 
 In November of 2019, as a celebration of El-
len’s centennial birthday, the 155th Coffeehouse Chron-
icles took place at the Ellen Stewart Theatre, now under 
Michal Gamily’s direction, offering video clips of Ellen 
commenting on many of the activities over the years; live, 
fully staged excerpts from many of her works, including 
Antigone, Perseus, Hercules, Asclepius; and other per-
formances by La MaMa’s Great Jones Repertory Compa-
ny. The festive centennial celebration continued after the 
performances with the serving of several gaily decorated 
birthday cakes and libations. 
 This article by Robert Heide is the second of a 
two-part piece about the centennial in 2019 of two New 
York women of the theater, Uta Hagen and Ellen Stew-
art. The first part appeared in the November 2019 issue 
of WestView. Robert Heide 25 Plays, his latest book; Uta 
Hagen’s books, including A Challenge for the Actor; and 
the book Ellen Stewart Presents: Fifty Years of La MaMa 
Experimental Theatre by Cindy Rosenthal (2017) are all 
available at Amazon. 

Ellen Stewart’s Centennial
By Robert Heide 

good design        great sales
Whether you’re selling your product or your services, we can 
help you with stunning logos, ads, collateral and publications 

and a well-designed, easy-to-navigate website.

View the website at phelandesignworks.com 

phelandesign@earthlink.net • 212-620-0652 

=

LA MAMA ELLEN STEWART - Photo by Vernon Smith; 
courtesy of the La MaMa Archive/Ellen Stewart Collection
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140 Charles Street  
(between Greenwich  

and Washington Streets)

LIMITED ATTENDANCE

West Village residents and friends 
are cordially invited to attend the  

social event of the season!!

The Annual  
Holiday Reception

Hosted by  
The Charles Street Association

Monday  
December 9, 2019 

 7-10 pm

Casa La Femme

Through generous grants  
from our local restaurants

This yearly event will be staged at: 

Admission $40
Credit cardsAccepted 

 Checks should be made  
payable to  

the Charles Street Association  
and sent to: CSA,  
c/o Alan Perna,  

88 Charles Street, Apt 1A,  
New York, NY 10014

Donations are  
ALWAYS  

gratefully  
accepted…

For further  
information  

call 917-257-2343
 or email:  

Charlesstreetassociation@gmail.com

120 Years of Classical Music 
Continues On Irving Place 
at Bargain Ticket Prices
By Hannah Reimann

The Peoples’ Symphony Concerts has 
been producing classical music concerts 
at Washington Irving High School and 
Town Hall for 120 years. After a front 
page spread in the Arts pages of the New 
York Times on October 18th with glori-
ous photos of its manager, Frank Salomon, 
the organization landed 400 ticket orders 
for its modestly priced series of concerts. 
For as little as $8.33 per show, audiences 
can hear Musicians from Marlboro, The 
Chamber Music Society of Lincoln Cen-
ter and numerous other soloists and en-
sembles. Mr. Salomon has managed the 
series for 48 seasons.

I interviewed audience members who 
attended a concert by excellent perform-
ers of the Chamber Music Society of Lin-
coln Center at Washington Irving High 
School on November 9th to understand 
the appeal of these concerts to the lo-
cal and extended community. Pianist Wu 
Han, veteran violist Paul Neubauer, cellist 
Clive Greensmith and violinist, Arnaud 
Sussmann excellently performed works by 
Suk, Beethoven and Faure, dazzling the 
audience who demanded an encore. Led 
by Neubauer who stood as a soloist, they 
played Georges Boulanger’s, American Vi-
sion, a humorous Gypsy number.

Jeffery Cole, who lives on 13th Street and 
Avenue of the Americas was influenced by 
the Times article. The date happily coin-
cided with his parents’ visit from San Fran-
cisco and said he could not have thought of 
a better way to spend that Saturday night 
than with his family at this concert 

Frederick Demont, a 97-year-old gen-
tleman from Newark, New Jersey, has been 
driving by car to the series at Washing-
ton Irving High School for over 40 years. 
“Price has nothing to do with it,” he told 
me. “The quality of these concerts is supe-
rior. Nobody gets away with anything. This 
is a very sophisticated audience who know 
classical music, the hall has good acoustics, 
Dvorak even conducted here!” he said, re-
ferring to the hall’s original identity with 
New York Conservatory of Music founded 

in 1885. Mr. Demont attends over 25 con-
certs per season. A physicist, it’s possible 
that his concert habit may be one reason he 
has aged so gracefully.

On the opposite end of the age de-
mographic, Sarah and Giulia, two lovely 
law students in their 20’s, received a pair 
of tickets from Sarah’s parents, subscrib-
ers who were out of town. Both said they 
would attend more classical concerts. 
Richard and Bonnie, who sat near me in 
the balcony, said they were happy to make 
the two-hour round-trip commute from 
Midwood, Brooklyn to attend the con-
cert. They plan to purchase subscriptions.

“Price, proximity and the top-level mu-
sicians,” two couples I spoke to told me 
when I asked why the came to the concert. 
One couple lives in the Village and has 
been attending the concerts for over 40 
years. They discovered Peoples’ Symphony 
from a music teacher at Greenwich House 
Music School 40 years ago when their 
daughter was studying there. The informal, 
unstuffy setting appeals to them. 

Florence, who lives a few blocks away from 
Irving Place, discovered the concerts via the 
recent Times article and was delighted to 
know she could walk to get to them and pay 
a fraction of the price she is used to as a Lin-
coln Center regular. She decided to subscribe 
to the series as soon as she read about it.

Long before the Times article was 
printed, the fiercely devoted community 
around these concerts shows no signs of 
quitting. New audience members have ei-
ther bought subscriptions or plan to. Many 
people I spoke with describe these concerts 
as “quintessentially New York” making the 
city more beloved to them.

Attending WestView News concerts at 
St. John’s and concerts at St. Veronica’s 
plus The Peoples’ Symphony are afford-
able ways to hear great classical music in 
our area. Please support both and check all 
our listings.

For an extended version of this article, please 
go to our website http://westviewnews.
org/2019/12/120-years-of-classical-music-
on-irving-place

WESTVIEW NEWS IS SEEKING
PEOPLE WITH SKILLS: 

Writers, Editors, Designers, 
Advertising Sales, and Distribution.vvvvv
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By Roger Paradiso

Martin Scorsese has made four great 
goodfellas films in Mean Streets, Good-
fellas, Casino and now The Irishman.   
In a way they work together as a series.  
Is this Scorsese’s final film on his mean 
streets full of goodfellas?

 The Irishman, is a contemplative film 
about  goodfellas and their families and 
the world around them. And like a mas-
ter filmmaker, Scorsese has brought back 
many of his favorite actors plus one new-
comer.  This epic film stars Robert De-
Niro, Joe Pesci, and Harvey Keitel from 
the earlier works mentioned above.  The 
new star to the ensemble is Al Pacino.  
Together they, and over 100 other mem-
bers of the company, give terrifically un-
derstated performances in the best film of 
the year.

Netflix took a chance on the project, 
which was rejected by Hollywood be-
cause of its cost rumored to be about 150 

million.   That kind of money in Holly-
wood only goes to superhero action mov-
ies these days.

The film opens with the classic Scors-
ese steadicam shot. We are in a place that 
looks like a nursing home. The camera 
comes around to the face of an older man, 
Frank Sheeran (Robert DeNiro) sitting 
in a wheelchair and he sets the tone of the 
film as both narrator and star of the film.   

Skillfully we are being told several 
stories in time shifting scenes framed 
around a trip to a wedding in Detroit in 
1975 and the more chronological rise and 
fall of a man, Sheeran, who paints houses 
and does his own carpentry.  That is code 
in mob talk for a solo assassin who shoots 
his victims in cold blood and splatters the 
walls with red blood.  Sounds gruesome 
doesn’t it?  But for Sheeran it’s a job he 
does well.

We hear him tell us about being in the 

The Irishman army in World War Two and told to take 
two Germans into the woods and take care 
of them. We see Frank overseeing the Ger-
man soldiers quickly digging their graves. 
When they finish, there is a moment of 
hope in their faces that they were doing 
this for someone else.   Without emotion 
Frank then shoots them down and they fall 
into their own grave. It seems he was a nat-
ural born killer who obeyed his superior’s 
orders. In certain situations, in our society 
he is a respected man.

Being a respected veteran Frank returns 
home to drive a meat truck in Philadelphia. 
He is introduced to Russell Bufalino ( Joe 
Pesci) a crime boss for the family in Phil-
adelphia. Joe takes a liking to Frank and 
becomes his mentor in the mob business.  
As their relationship builds, we see the 
families get together for all the ritual chris-
tenings, birthdays and holidays. Russell 
and his wife cannot have children.  Frank’s 
younger daughter never feels comfortable 
around Russell and it becomes a foreshad-
owing of a bad relationship. 

As we move on in the story, Russell in-
troduces Frank to Jimmy Hoffa (Al Pac-
ino) who is looking for some protection 
as he is getting more and more involved 
in the teamsters union he helped found.  
Hoffa, of German ancestry, was an orga-
nizer for the truck drivers of America who 
were exploited as many workers were in 
the 1930’s. We come into the story when 
Hoffa is teamster president and feels the 
heat from our new president JFK and his 
Attorney General Bobby Kennedy on one 
side and the mob bosses who are helping 
Hoffa unionize the teamster drivers. He 
is especially angry over Bobby and a mob 
boss named Tony Pro.  Over several years, 
Hoffa and Frank become inseparable with 
Frank always protecting him. There are 
many sit downs and attempts to smooth 
things over with Jimmy’s enemies. Hoffa is 
a larger than life person and he is a volatile 
man who nonetheless loves his family and 
his rank and file teamsters. And they love 
him. Pacino is able to find the right bal-
ance between his rages to make his charac-
ter sympathetic.

There are many scenes with Pesci who 
plays such an understated gangster as Rus-
sell that you wonder is this is really Joe Pes-
ci. He becomes a father figure for Frank.  
Unfortunately, whenever there is a need for 
a house painter, Russell sends Frank out to 
do the dirty work. His youngest daughter 
notices her father leaving the house in one 
scene and demands to know where he is 
going. Frank doesn’t answer and goes out 
the door with his tool bag.

There is a political connection made 
with the Kennedys, Nixon and the mob. 
Seems Joe Kennedy and Sam Giancana 
were friendly and there was some voting 
fraud in Chicago, with the help of Mayor 
Daley, that helped throw the election to 
the Kennedy’s. The payback was supposed 
to be the overthrow of Castro so the mob 
could retake the Casino’s and other busi-
nesses they had in Havana. When the 
Kennedy boys come after Hoffa and the 

mob, the mob asks Old Man Joe Kennedy 
to straighten out the kids. The film clev-
erly inserts scenes on television of impor-
tant political events of the 1960’s to 1970’s.   
A scene that is shocking is, of course, the 
assassination in Dallas. Frank and Hoffa’s 
lawyer watch the black and white TV over 
the bar. When the newscaster announces 
that JFK is dead, we watch a detached Hof-
fa sitting at his table with an unconvincing 
look of concern.

Later, we see scenes of Watergate, which 
somehow mirror the hearings with the Ma-
fia that we saw earlier. A striking irony is 
the fact that the teamsters donated lots of 
money to Nixon in 1968 stiffing the demo-
crats. Of course, before Nixon leaves office 
he pardons Hoffa who is back out of jail 
and ready to resume his role as president of 
the teamsters. Politics makes strange good-
fella’s as the Teamsters support Nixon.

The final act shows the trip continuing 
to Detroit for a wedding and frequent car 
stops along the way as Joe sends Frank on 
errands to collect money. In one poignant 
scene, Russell tells Frank that they are go-
ing to stop in to see Jimmy.

Frank listens carefully as Russell detach-
es himself so effortlessly from the grisly 
task at hand. The visit to Jimmy will not 
be a friendly visit. And Frank will do his 
job because he always listens to his superior 
officers.

After Hoffa is brutally murdered, all hell 
breaks loose as other mobsters are gunned 
down and those lucky not to be knocked 
off are arrested and sent to prison includ-
ing Russell and Frank.   When they all die 
off, including Frank’s wife from natural 
causes, Frank is left alone. When his time 
in prison is up, he heads to an empty house. 
His children have moved out and they don’t 
really spend much time with him. He tries 
to visit his youngest daughter now an adult 
and played by Anna Paquin.   Standing on a 
line in a bank holding onto a cane, the older 
Frank starts moving towards a bank teller 
who is cleverly revealed to be his youngest 
daughter (Paquin). She puts a closed sign 
up and leaves her station.   

Frank ends up in a nursing home with 
no friends or family.  He is visited by FBI 
men who try to get information from him.   
Like a true solider he reveals only rank, 
name and serial number.   Nearing the end, 
a priest is trying to pray with him. Frank 
mumbles along not sure of the words. The 
priest asks him if he wants to seek forgive-
ness from God. The answer is tragic. 

‘The Irishman’
Directed by Martin Scorsese. Written 
by Steven Zaillian, based on the book 

“I Heard You Paint Houses,” by Charles 
Brandt. Starring Robert De Niro, Joe 

Pesci, Al Pacino, Anna Paquin
Rating: R, for pervasive language and 

strong violence
Running time: 3 hours, 30 minutes

Playing: Currently at the IFC Center on 
6th Avenue.  

On Netflix November 27.

Joe Pesci left Robert DeNiro and Al Pacino star in Martin Scorsese’s THE 
IRISHMAN photo courtesy of Neflix
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By Karen Rempel

I first saw Johnathan Blake at the Village 
Vanguard in October 2015, where he was 
playing drums with Ravi Coltrane’s quartet. 
I was completely blown away by the intensity 
of his performance, and by the unique percus-
sion elements he added. His dominance as a 
drummer was evident even to the neophyte 
I was at the time. I went backstage to meet 
him, and we became friends at once. When I 
brought my mother to see him play with Ravi 
at the Vanguard in October 2018, Johnathan 
sat down to chat with my mom after the first 
set and delayed the start of the second set to 
talk to her. She was enamored of his kindness 
and graciousness.

I am a big fan of Johnathan’s, and catch his 
playing whenever I can. Most recently, I saw 
him at Dizzy’s Club Coca-Cola on Novem-
ber 10th with the Tom Harrell Infinity Band. 
He was incredible on this night. His complex 

rhythms sounded like he was playing multiple 
instruments simultaneously, laying a carpet 
of notes under, over, and through everything. 
He told me some wonderful news after the 
show, which is that he will be headlining 
for the first time in New York, as Johnathan 
Blake and Pentad, December 3 to 8, 2019 at 
the Vanguard. If you like jazz, you must check 
him out.

Johnathan Blake has played with the 
greats—New York’s favorite bandleaders 
from Ravi Coltrane to Maria Schneider and 
other top ensembles. Johnathan has laid down 
the foundation and set the mood for all the 
great stalwarts in town. He was a member 
for years in the Tom Harrell Quintet and the 
Kenny Barron Trio. His bassist pal Dezron 
Douglas and pianist David Virelles will be 
playing with him for his headlining gig at the 
Vanguard, and I can’t wait to see these jazzcats 
together on stage again. Other members of 
Pentad include Immanuel Wilkins on alto 

Johnathan Blake’s Explosive Debut as 
Bandleader at the Village Vanguard

sax, Joel Ross on vibraphone, and Kris Davis 
on piano on the weekend.

Johnathan has toured the globe for many 
years and is truly a world-class, internation-
ally renowned beat-maker. A Grammy-nom-
inated drummer and composer, Johnathan is 
no light-weight. His discography stretches 
back to 1996, with his first headlining album, 
The Eleventh Hour, in 2012, a second CD in 
2014, and a new release this year, Trion, fea-
turing Chris Potter and Linda May Han Oh.

Johnathan began playing violin at age 

three under his violinist father’s guidance, 
but he never felt at home with the instru-
ment. When he was 10 years old, he scored 
perfectly on a music aptitude test and a visit-
ing music teacher allowed him to choose an 
instrument. Without hesitation, Johnathan 
picked the drum set. We are glad he did!

Johnathan inspired this recording at Diz-
zy’s Club Coca-Cola in December, 2015, 
https://youtu.be/RdzySLWDpus, New York 
Love Affair #19. You can also check out his 
website for many more excerpts of his music.

JOHNATHAN BLAKE WITH THE TOM HARRELL INFINITY BAND at Dizzy’s Club Coca-
cola in Vovember. Tom is standing at the left while a surprise Guest Trombonist 
takes the stage. Check out the gorgeous color of Johnathan’s shirt, reflected in 
the window, and the low rise of the high hats on Johnathan’s kit. Photo by Karen 
Rempel.

“Home For The Holidays - from Darkness to Light” 
on Sunday, December 8 at 7:00 PM 

The Grammy-nominated Western Wind Vocal Sextet will present “Home For The Holidays - from Dark-
ness to Light” on Sunday, December 8 at 7:00 PM Church of St. Luke in the Field, 487 Hudson Street, NYC 

(West Village). 
The concert celebrates Christmas and Chanukah with a rich assortment of holiday music. This concert is the 

first NYC mainstage event for the sextet’s “new” ensemble, which includes three new members. Organized 
by themes such as “The Coming of Light,” “Miracles,” “Holiday Messages” and “Food & Fun,” the program 

explores the deeper meaning of the stories, 
rituals and festivities of these two winter holidays.  

Tickets:http://www.westernwind.org/concerts.html, 
212-873-2848.  

L-R: (front) Elizabeth van Os, Linda Lee Jones;  (behind) Todd 
Frizzell, David Vanderwal, Elijah Blaisdell, Eric S. Brenner.  Photo 

by Jonathan Slaff.

By Soho Johnny Press Office

Everyone has the fire, but only the cham-
pions know how to ignite the spark. Such 
is Soho Johnny, a man with a passionate vi-
sion who like a cascade of fireworks plunges 
into the night sky and shatters the darkness. 
Through his quest for the celebration of mu-
sic, and desire to share it, he has discovered 

that you have to find what sparks a light in 
you so that you in your own way can illumi-
nate the planet. 

Soho Johnny was born in the heart of NYC, 
relocating to the Bronx, and as a youth raised 
in the 70’s he recalls hanging out in his ga-
rage with his friends, surrounded by floating 
disco balls, and strobe lights while listening 
to classic rock and disco. After working for 
his dad in a family trucking business, he later 
ventured out into the world of real estate and 
became a commercial real estate mogul, deal-
ing with buildings in Manhattan, hence the 
name Soho Johnny. Throughout his journey 
he has always triumphed in “The Passion of 
Music”, which become his focus and his joy. 

Johnny’s younger journey took place at a 
time when there were dangerous gangs roam-
ing the streets in the Bronx and the subways 

Soho Johnny: “The Passion of Music”

were splattered with graffiti. Johnny’s perso-
na claimed a duality, allowing him to be an 
honor roll student in the parochial schools 
he attended by day, yet he was out on the 
streets at night trying to avoid trouble. 

In his quest to fulfill his love for music, 
which resonated with him nearly his entire 
life, and his desire to share his excitement 
and vibrant spirit, Soho Johnny decided to 
create music concerts, parties and entertain-
ment for all to enjoy. These events include 
people who have the same passion for mu-
sic, those who wish to celebrate life itself, 
and giving back to those less fortunate than 
him.

Feeling blessed by his success in real es-
tate he wished to “give back” and became 
involved with various charities including 
the American Cancer Society.  A por-

tion of the proceeds from these star studded 
events are donated. Aside from his philan-
thropy, Johnny loves people. He loves to be 
surrounded by large groups, he loves parties 
and in his own words he loves, “exuding that 
feeling of happiness and well-being and the 
profound blessing and appreciation I have for 
being alive and having what I have, and being 
able to enjoy life like this.”

Soho Johnny is an authentic soul that 
thinks, acts, and creates with his heart. He’s 
bold and kind, and impassioned by music, life 
and the human spirit.  A modern day pro-
phetic visionary and caring individual with a 
kaleidoscope of ideas, Soho Johnny will con-
tinue on his mission to spread music, joy and 
illumination to the human soul and spirit by 
bringing forth even more sonically thrilling 
events.





Strathmere Ensemble presents
St. John’s in
the Village

   WestView News Concert
Saturday December 7, 4 pm

Program:
1 “Conservati Fedele”  k 23
2 “Laudate Dominum” from

“Vesperae Solenne de Confessore” k 
399

3 “Alleluja” from “Exsultate Jubi-
late” k 165

“Ave Verum Corpus” k 618
Piano Concerto in c major k 415

Artist:
Soprano Solo : Amber Evans

Piano Solo : David Oei

St. John’s in the Village
 is fully heated and 

ADA accessible.

Tickets:
 $20

Free to Seniors and Children
Booking is essential at: 

stjvny.org or (212) 243-6192 

St. John’s in the Village
at the corner of West 

11th and Waverly Place
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n Monday December 2, 7:00-9:30 pm: 
A Staged Reading of Charles  
Ludlam’s A Christmas Carol   Theatre 
at St. John’s Lutheran marks World AIDS 
Day by remembering artists we have lost 
too soon. Join us to celebrate the coming 
holiday season, the artistry of neighbor-
hood icon Charles Ludlum, and the legacy 
of the Ridiculous Theatrical Company 
(suggested donation: $20. St. John’s Lu-
theran Church, 81 Christopher Street.)
n Monday, December 2, 6-9 pm: 
The Greenwich House / Our Lady of 
Pompeii Senior Center Annual Police 
Roast Beef Dinner Christmas Caroling 
and Light Entertainment.  Food has been 
donated by local merchants and The 6th 
Precinct Community Council, and will be 
served by Members of the 6th Precinct. 
Our Lady of Pompeii Senior Center, 
Father Demo Hall, 25 Carmine Street.$13 
Admission at the door.
n Thursday December 5 and Friday 
December 6, 10 am-4 pm: Holiday Fair 

in New York  Greenwich Village seniors 
are selling their vintage and handmade 
fashion, art decor and more. Center on the 
Square, 20 Washington Square North, and 
Our Lady of Pompeii, 25 Carmine Street. 
Proceeds benefit Senior Center program-
ming.
n Thursday December 5, 2 pm: A 
Christmas Carol  (1951) In this ver-
sion, Alistair Sim plays the heartless old 
man. Hudson Park Library, 66 Leroy 
Street. Free.
n Thursday December 5, 8 pm: A 
French Baroque Christmas: Music of 
Marc-Antoine Charpentier  The con-
cert will feature Charpentier’s Messe de 
Minuit,  and his oratorio In Nativitatem 
Domini, H.414, and the O Antiphons. 
St. Luke in the Fields, 487 Hudson 
Street. Tickets $35. To purchase, go to 
stlukeinthefield.org.
n Friday December 6, 6-7 pm: Tree 
Lighting Ceremony  complimentary 
cookies, and caroling. Bring your camera 
to have your picture taken wioth Santa.
Abington Square.
n Friday December 6 and Saturday 
December 7,  8 pm: Al Carmines’ 
Christmas Rappings  A theater piece 
for solo singers, chorus, dancers, and 
pianist at Judson Memorial Church 
Meeting Room, 55 Washington Square 
South. Tickets $5-$50. To purchase, go to 
https://christmasrappings2019.brownpa-
pertickets.tcom.
n Saturday December 7, 11:00 am-5:00 
pm: Finnish Christmas Bazaar New 
York Finnish Lutheran Congregation and 
Suomi-koulu hold their annual Christmas 
Bazaar and Carol fest. Finnish candy, baked 
goods, books, gifts and more will all be 
available for purchase. Carols and Lucia 
parade begins at 3 pm. Free.  
 n Monday December 9, 6-7 pm: 
Washington Square Park Tree Lighting  
Children and grownups will sing holiday 
songs along with the Rob Sussman Brass 
Quartet. Santa himself will make an ap-
pearance. Songbooks will be provided.. 
Washington Square Park, at the Arch.
n Monday December 9, 10 pm: 
Charles Street Annual  Holiday Re-

HOLIDAY FARE

This month, we’re doing something 
a little different. With all the things 

going on in the world around us, we 
could all use a little holiday cheer 

— parties, caroling and great music. 
WestView News and  

westvillageword.com wish you a 
very cheerful holiday!



ception  A time to get together with your 
friends and neighbors at Casa La Femme, 
Delicious food and confections and an 
open bar for beer and wine.rewarded with 
your presence! 140 Charles Street, be-
tween Greenwich and Washington Streets. 
Admission $40, checks and credit cards 
accepted.
n Friday December 13, After 7 pm: 
Holiday Shindig and Toy Drive  Erik 
Botcher is hosting an evening of holiday 
cheer at Le Souk, 510 LaGuardia Place. 
There will be a collection for unwrapped 
toys for Holy Apostles Soup Kitchen.
n Friday December 13 and Satur-
day December 14, 8 pm, and Sunday 
December 15, 3 pm: NYCGMC Annual 
Holiday Extravaganza  Selections of ev-
eryone’s favorites and traditions, this eve-
ning features the powerful sound of nearly 
300 voices. Always with special unexpected 
delights, NYCGMC’s holiday concert is 
the annual New York City event that is the 
jewel of the season. NYU Skirball Center, 
566 LaGuardia Place.  Tickets start at $25. 
To purchase, go to nyuskirball.org.
n Saturday December 14, 6 pm: Family 
Holiday Concert  oices of Ascension Voices of Ascension  and 
Third Street Music School  will start their 
holiday season with a concert at the Church 
of  the Ascension, 12 West 11th Street.  
Some of New York’s finest professional 
musicians and some of New York’s most 
talented kids perform.. Tickets: children 
$5, adult tickets start at $25. Go to www.
voicesofascension.org to purchase.
n Saturday December 14,  8:30-10:30 
pm: Inspirational Gospel Showcase 

St John’s in the Village presents over 20 high quality arts events this December: music, painting, 
poetry, and more. Last year’s sell-out Christmas Eve 8pm Carol Concert is on again this year; 
and it’s free to seniors and to children! For all details and booking see STJVNY.ORG or pick up 

a color brochure in the church (118 West 11th St).

n Saturday December 7, 11 am-3 pm: 
Aid for Aids Medicine Recycling Drive
City Council Speaker Corey Johnson 
teams up with Aid for Aids, asking you 
to save lives by donating your unused and 
unexpired medicines to save lives around 
the globe. The NYC AIDS Memorial Park 
at Seventh Avenue and West 13th Street.
n Thursday December 12, 6 pm:  Build 
the Block A discussion with 6th Precinct 
Coordination Officers about policing and 
public safety challenges in the neighbor-
hood. contact Lieutenant John Seidel 
at 212-741-4811. St. John’s Lutheran 
Church, 81 Christopher Street.
n Sunday December 1, 6:00-9:00 pm: 
28th Out of the Darkness World AIDS 
Day Vigil Walk: Gay Men’s Health Crisis, 
the American Run for the End of AIDS, 
Fundacion MAROZO, Heritage of 
Pride, the International AIDS Prevention 

Initiative, the Keith Haring Foundation, 
Shake Svhack, and St. John’s Lutheran 
Church host the 26th Out of the Dark-
ness World AIDS Day Candlelight Vigil 
and Gathering. Among the speakers will 
be fCity Council Speaker Corey John-
son, Brooke Guinan, the city’s first out 
transgender firefighter, NYPD Detective 
Brian Downey, the president of the Gay 
Officers Action League (GOAL), and 
Kelsey Louie, GMHC’s CEO. The “Hu-
man Beings” from Gays Against Guns, 
veiled marchers representing people killed 
from gun violence, will also participate, 
and portions of the AIDS Memorial 
Quilt will be displayed. The evening 
begins at the NYC AIDS Memorial on 
Greenwich Avenue and West 12th Street. 
After the presentations, participants will 
march to St. John’s Lutheran Church, 81 
Christopher Street. Free.

COMMUNITY EVENTS OF SPECIAL INTEREST

Christmas Celebration Ballroom goes to 
church! Cast and special guests TBD!  St. 
John’s Lutheran Church, 81 Christopher 
Street. Free.
n Monday September 16, and Tuesday 
December 17, 7:30 pm: Candlelight 
Christmas Concert The glow of hun-
dreds of candles grace this Christmas 
concert by Voices of Ascension at Church 
of the Ascension, 12 West 11th Street. 
Among the pieces performed, perform 
Benjamin Britten’s Ceremony of Car-
ols, and famous carols with sing-alongs. 
Tickets start at $40, with no-view tickets 
at $10.
n Thursday December 19,  2pm: A 
Christmas Story (1983) Ralphie, a young 
boy dreams of getting A Red Rider BB 
gun. Written by Jean Shepherd from his 
book In God We Trust, All Others Pay 
Cash.Hudson Park Library, 66 Leroy 
Street. Free.
n Sunday December 22, 4-5:30 pm: 
Holiday Concert Celebration  The Schiller 
Institute NYC Chorus will perform in a 
concert presented by Northwell Health and 
WestView News. The selections include 
excerpts from Handel’s Messiah, Christmas 
and Hanukkah songs, and a carol sing-along. 
St. Veronica, 149 Christopher Street. Free.
n Saturday tDecember 7, West-
View News Concert  The Strathmere 
Ensemble performs Mozart favorites at 
St. John’s in the Village, corner of West 
11th and Waverly. Admission $20, free 
to seniors and children.
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