
Chelsea’s Fulton Houses Get Gentrified
By George Capsis

Any historic review of public housing in 
cities like Chicago or St. Louis offers im-
ages of massive controlled demolitions 
when the sprawling public projects, which 
have run out of money to make even es-
sential repairs, have turned into leaking, 
rodent-infested, crumbling prisons for the 
poor. When it is clearly apparent that the 
money to fix them is not there and never 
will be, they are blown apart in a spectacu-
lar admission of government myopia.

New York is the last major city still 
housing over 400,000 people in a wide 
scattering of public housing enclaves. The 
Fulton Houses in Chelsea is unique in be-
ing the last to receive federal assistance. In 
close proximity to the expensive historic 
townhouses of the West Village and the 
exploding emerald city towers of Hudson 
Yards, Fulton Houses is, by contrast, mil-
lions of dollars behind in making critical 
repairs and is sliding with ever-greater ra-
pidity toward inevitable disaster. 

But wait. Our Mayor de Blasio and our 
local city legislators like Corey Johnson 
(who will likely be our next mayor) have 
more or less come to the conclusion that 
the money to avoid demolition cannot be 
found by ringing those of us who pay real 
estate taxes any further (mine went from 
$11,000 a year to $82,000), and are now 
coyly suggesting turning to the free enter-
prise system—by inviting real estate devel-
opers to take an empty lot on the Fulton 
Housing campus and build several new 
buildings which will combine two-thirds 
market rate apartments with one third 
government-subsidized rentals. The “sur-
plus” rent money will be used to fix up and 
maintain the remaining aging enclave.

A new group of young activists (some, but 
not all, are Fulton House residents) who are 
not in favor of private developer involvement 
have stated that it is not that the city doesn’t 
have the money for repairs and maintenance, 
but that we simply have to “change our pri-
orities” and shift money from the rich (via 
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WestView Needs to 
Cry “Stop Thief ”
We need to go online!

By George Capsis

Dusty got a call from an anxious landlord 
that offered that a retail shop tenant of hers 
had received a very legal looking “Sum-
mons and Complaint” document that of-
fered that because the shop did not have 
a proper handicapped ramped entry they 
were being sued by a disabled person, but 
allowed they could settle out of court by 
paying damages and of course legal fees...

This same landlord checked with the 
shops around her location and discovered 
that the Sandwich Shoppe on Greenwich 
Avenue had also been hit so we went over 
and talked to the very nice owner Gretel 
Rameriz and her brother Manuel who had 
paid their lawyer $3000 to look at the doc-
ument and he was asking for a further fee 
before taking action.

Dusty then made her way up from the 
Sandwich Shoppe to 7th Avenue and dis-
covered almost every shop had been served 

continued on page 18

THE ROBERT FULTON HOUSES have been introduced to a new city plan to develop a new 
tower on the parking lot site, move current tenants into it, and demolish a few old buildings 
to make room for more towers. Photo credit: BJ Pape, AIA.

The first of a four-part series, 
You Must Remember This, 
about World War II and its 
relevance to our times.

Finest Hour

SEE PAGE 18

DISABLED SCAM HITS VILLAGE: WestView received multiple telephone calls from retailers being 
scammed with a demand to make their premises accessible to the disabled. Pictured above, 
Sandwich Shoppe owners paid their attorney to discover the scheme. Photo by Dusty Berke.
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Transportation Alternative?

Dear editors:
6,000 pedestrians are killed each year in 
America by motor vehicles, not including 
other vehicle deaths or injuries. Although 
most of the deaths are on rural/suburban 
roads, when it happens in our city, we want 
to protect our pedestrians. We are dealing 
with issues over limited urban street and 
sidewalk space, and the safety of everyone 
in that environment. News  of cities deal-
ing with new transportation alternatives 
are rife with reports of injuries to many us-
ers. My sympathies go out to those injured.

“Micro-mobility” companies are dump-
ing their scooters and e-bikes on city 
streets, and it seems the pain will only 
get worse before it gets better. Carelessly 
discarded vehicles create serious problems 
especially for those with disabilities and 
other mobility limitations, or even fully-
able walkers. Our sidewalks were not made 
for scooter vehicles, any more than our bike 
paths were made for motorbikes or other 
fast scooters and boards.

Some critics say this issue is just  knee-
jerk reactions of commuters responding 
emotionally to a new technology, or the oc-
casional rant from a resident resentful about 
having to watch out for a new kind of ve-
hicle on the sidewalk. But that is just a mis-
representation of the real problem: safety.

Electric scooters are not human-pow-
ered, active mobility like bicycles, walking, 
running, and even pedal-powered e-assist 
bikes. Electric scooters and boards are mo-
torized vehicles, plain and simple, not toys.

The size of the corporation pushing for 
ways to profit from new transportation al-
ternatives should not influence our govern-
ment, which should protect our citizens’ 
safety first.

What can we do?
Solutions suggested by some include ded-

icated e-scooter parking and locks, likewise 
for bikes, and investing in more protected 
lanes that both separate e-scooter and e-
bike riders from other motor vehicles and 
from bikeways. Not bad, but all that will 
take many more years, maybe even more 

than the years we’ve been waiting for all 
protected bike lanes or sidewalks.

The only common sense approach that I 
know of is to continue to license and regu-
late all motor-powered vehicles, no matter 
how small. Vehicle owners must know what 
is required for safe use of their motorized 
devices, “Micro” or not, or we will continue 
to suffer from irresponsible behavior.

—Brian Pape
Dear Editor,
There are no schedules posted  for both the  
14A or the #20 buses at Hudson & Bank 
Sts. up to 14th St. (possibly beyond). We've  
been asked to use the A lest it be cancelled.  
This certainly makes using  either bus very 
difficult and inconvenient!! I would appre-
ciate  your looking into this and getting the 
schedules restored.  

—Sr. Bank St. resident

Noel Coward
Dear George,
I have received Jean Claude van Itallie’s 
permission to reprint his letter about my 
article about Noel Coward. I hope you will 
print it in the letters section of the October 
edition. Thank you, Robert Heide

Jean-Claude Van Itallie writes:
Dear Bob,
Enjoyed your Noel Coward revue.  

Coward was a hero of mine, a role model. 
I memorized many of his lyrics as I and my 
roommate Roger Klein played them over 
and over again on the phonograph in our 
Kirkland House living room at Harvard 
1955-58. Still remember quite a few lyrics.

Never met Sir Noel, alas.  Wish I had 
been, like you, at Edward’s party for him 
and Gielgud. 

I did, while at Harvard, dance with Sir 
John at a party Bryant Haliday threw for 
him at his house on Brattle Street. 

Years later Michael Smith and I were 
here at Shantigar. I was throwing out an 
old upright piano, so it was sitting on the 
front lawn. One sunny afternoon Michael 
played all the Noel Coward sheet music 
I had (a lot!) on it, while I sang the lyr-
ics.  Michael plays beautifully.  I alas, sing 
only indifferently but with gusto. It was a 
marvelous afternoon.  So I grabbed a pen 
and wrote a fan letter to Coward about 
it.  Within ten days, as I remember, in an 
elegant large brown envelope from Swit-
zerland, I had a charming letter back from 
Coward. I have it framed here still. Plus, 
as he wrote, Sir Noel followed his instinct 
and sent me too an autographed photo of 
himself sitting on a bench in the garden of 
his house in Les Avants, sweater elegantly 
draped over shoulders, cigarette holder in 
hand. The photo sits proudly on the 1926 
grand piano in my living room.

    Best, Jean-Claude  

Just Acsing!
Dear Editor,
I am retired, and was sitting around today, 
weary and spent like a used cartridge from 
trying—and, as usual, failing—to save the 
world, and now with evening and night fast 
approaching.

“Cursed again! mentally says I—like the 
now antiquated villains in—Wait! Were 
they Bugs Bunny cartoons of the late1940s 
until mid-1950s that featured comely 
damsels in distress tied up by black-musta-
chioed bad persons with large ropes to rail-
road tracks? Train was always bearing right 
down. Comely woman was always rescued 
at last minute by nice guy in white hat.   

So—trying desperately, knitting my 
brow(s) and dropping a stitch here and 
there—to be hip (notice I started this sen-
tence with “So” like the hipsters or whatever 
the current phrase for them is), I am reading 
the Times “Letters to the Editor” from Sep-
tember 17th, and, as night follows day, the 
writers are excoriating Mr. President. Name 
starts with a “T,” if you didn’t know. Anyway, 
top part of the “Letters” is about Iran. Saudi 
Arabia. Persian Gulf places.

Now, like Lt. Columbo back in the day, 
I, too, claim not to be the brightest bulb 
in this episode, but I just ask—or acs, as 
we used to pronounce it back when I was 
a blue-collar youth hoping no one would 
ever notice my fairly poor origin, and that 
people never notice my real and alleged de-
fects.  So I am acsing this:  

“Wait, one more question, madam or sir!  
Just a minute more before your much-de-
served leave taking. Which, incidentally, you 
so richly deserve. I mean, here I am a second 
grade drop-out am taking up so much of your 
valuable time. I bet you even went to a coupla 
years college, am I right? Anyway.

So you say dat one of the countries out-
side of the US of A—I forget now if it is 
Iran or Saudi Arabia right now—is disre-
specting us. 

So why can’t there be reliable think 
tanks, let’s call them, of the kind that the Presi-
dent can just phone, or Tweet or whatever it is 
he does, and get a fast, and hopefully currently 
accurate, lowdown on what is going on with 
that particular country, and, say, figure out why 
are they doing that? You know?

So, then he can Tweet away like a blue 
blood and not scare, say, duh stock markets 
in udder countries.

Incidentally, I love your jacket.  Can I acs 
you where you got it?  Y’know, later today or 
tonight maybe I can go to one of those knock-
off thrift stores and get it for an affordable 
price, you know, on my Lieutenant, j.g.’s salary.  

Oh, I am sorry to tell you that sorry 
you can’t leave today until you answer my 
question about where the President re-
ceives his sources.  

Sincerely, John F. Early
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A DOCK-LESS BIKE-SHARE parked on a 
sidewalk creates a hazard; can you imagine 
a bunch of scooters? Credit: Brian J. Pape, 
AIA, LEED-AP
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Pier 40 Construction Report
By Brian J. Pape, AIA

The on-going construction and locked 
gates to the surrounding walkways at Pier 
40 have prompted readers’ questions about 
what is going on.

We’ve reported previously that this work 
is primarily for the repair and reinforcing 
of the hundreds of pilings that support the 
Pier 40 platform. Sometimes the contrac-
tor has to close off portions of the pedes-
trian areas so the work can be done safely. 

Recently, a reader reported total closure 
of the walkway around the pier 40 struc-
ture. When I investigated, however, I found 
only two southern parts closed off, and signs 
showed the detour route to the kayak dock 
through the playing fields—still not a com-
plete path, but lots of exercise.

When I went by there a week later, all 
gates and walkways were open. But lat-
er, a reader reported that the gates were 

locked again. We must conclude that the 
construction safety plans probably change 
from day to day.

However, that piling repair work may 
not be the only work being done. The draft 
legislation noted, subject to state approval, 
that an office building may be built up to 
88’ maximum height, including mechanical 
structures on top of a building or between 

floors, and that office space up to 700,000 
SF (plus up to 50,000 SF for HRPT of-
fices) and up to 50,000 SF for operations 
space may occupy the building, for a total 
maximum of 800,000 SF.

The equivalent of sixty-five percent of 
the footprint of Pier 40 must be kept open 
for passive and active public use, provided 
that up to one hundred percent of this pier 
may be limited to park use by the general 
project plan. (Wouldn’t it be great if 100% 
could be limited to park use?)

Well folks, that’s a lot of load if it’s all 
built out to the limit, so those pilings better 
be good for a hundred years.

Brian J. Pape is a LEED-AP “green” archi-
tect consulting in private practice, serves on 
the Manhattan District 2 Community Board, is 
co-chair of the American Institute of Architects 
NY Design for Aging Committee, and is the 
WestViewNews.org Architecture Editor.

SMALL DETOUR SIGNS guide walkers or 
boaters. Photos: BJ Pape, AIA.

ON THE SOUTH SIDE, above, contractors 
with heavy equipment are at work, neces-
sitating closure to walkers or boaters.

“Polly’s Folly” Raises Ghost of Moses: 
14th Street “Busway” Begins October 3
By Brian J Pape, AIA

Somehow the city police will be expected to 
stop cars and trucks from travelling on 14th 
Street on Oct. 3, unless they can prove they 
are car-owning residents on those blocks or 
deliveries are going to those blocks. Are we 
to anticipate road-blocks at intersections? 
Everyone else will be forced to narrow side 
streets reduced to one lane by free park-
ing spaces and protected bike lanes. This 
“18-month pilot program” makes no provi-
sion for bikes on 14th Street.

Three years ago, the city started planning 
a response to the impending 18-month 
shutdown of the L-train running under 14th 
Street. Without consulting either elected 
representatives or the many community 
groups representing nearby older affordable 
housing projects and walkup tenements, 
the poor and the elderly, from the Lower 
East Side to the Fulton Houses. Even when 
the L-train shutdown was canceled, DOT 
refused to cancel their ill-conceived plans, 
ignoring the feedback from hearings that 
the Community Boards, 12 neighborhood 
block associations, 2 disabled rights groups, 
4 co-op boards, and several public officials 
opposed the plan. The city argued that it 
has the right to institute traffic regulations 
on city-owned streets, despite the opposi-
tion of the community. Bus lane paint and 
signage for the project has been in place 
since the 2019 summer.

The M14 buses now carry about 27,000 
riders a day along 14th Street and needs 

a dedicated path for its buses for better 
performance. The MTA hopes the car 
ban will decrease two to nine minutes off 
bus riders’ travel time. But to get that, the 
MTA removed many bus-stops, causing 
people to walk farther to get a ride!  At 
the same time, no one is saying the 2-10 
minute delay for 100,000 walkers waiting 
for the walk signals is in any way harmful 
or prejudiced against the walkers.

Who benefits? 
Not bus riders, with fewer bus stops and 

longer walking for the elderly, for a couple 
of minutes shorter bus ride?

Nor bicycle riders, since they continue 
to mix with motor vehicles on 14th Street. 

Nor walkers, who will continue to wait 
at intersections for traffic to go by.

Perhaps the only beneficiaries are the de-
livery trucks for Amazon, FedEx, or UPS? 

Strange priorities, if you ask me.
To deliver reliable service to the large 

number of new crosstown bus passengers, 
NYCT aims for an end-to-end run time of 
approximately 17 minutes—a 37% reduc-
tion from current M14A/D travel times.

The M14A/D local bus service carries 
30,000 daily passengers on the street’s sur-
face today. 

Brian J. Pape is a LEED-AP “green” archi-
tect consulting in private practice, serves on 
the Manhattan District 2 Community Board, is 
co-chair of the American Institute of Architects 
NY Design for Aging Committee, and is the 
WestViewNews.org Architecture Editor.

Court Allows DOT Busway for Now. 
The Fight Isn’t Over.
By Arthur Z. Schwartz

In what has become a fight between the 
rights of Village and Chelsea residents 
against a callous, uncaring City bureaucracy, 
an appellate court on September 27 lifted a 
stay which has been in place since June 26.

The lifting of the stay means that starting 
Thursday October 3 no cars or small trucks 
will be allowed to drive on 14th Street be-
tween 8th Avenue and 3rd Avenue, between 
7am and 10pm. Only taxis and For Hire 
Vehicles will be allowed on 14th Street for 
pick ups and drop offs, and they will have to 
make the next possible right turn.

Our community has already endured 
a marked increase in cross town vehicu-
lar traffic, including large trucks, when the 
City Department of Transportation (DOT) 
barred all left turns on 14th Street, barred 
right turns onto Broadway, barred right 
turns from Park Avenue South onto 14th 
Street, barred right turns from 4th Avenue 
onto 14th Street, turned University Place 
around, and closed Union Square West 
south of 17th Street. Barring cars altogether 
is expected, according to DOT’s own pre-
dictions, will double the number of vehicles 
on cross-town streets from the number we 
had in early 2018. On 12th street, for exam-
ple, it is expected that 350 cars per hour will 
come down a street also classified as part of 
the Village Historic District. The same can 
be expected for 13th, 15th, 16th, 17th, 18th, 
19th, and 20th Streets.

All of this is being done in the name of 

speeding up the M14A and M14D buses 
by one Mile Per Hour. This “speed up” 
will shave one minute of bus riding time 
between Third Avenue and Ninth Avenue. 
Fact is that just with the various turn re-
strictions, 14th Street is virtually car-less 
most of the day (unlike our side streets, and 
5th, 6th, 7th and 8th Avenues)

The lawsuit filed by a number of Block 
Associations, led by the Council of Chelsea 
Block Associations, will continue. The Ap-
pellate Division lifted the stay by a vote of 
3-2. Another Appellate panel will hear ar-
guments in January and there are sure to be 
similar disagreements on that panel. The 
lawsuit argues that the DOT did not do a 
proper environmental evaluation, required 
under State and City environmental laws, 
before instituting the 14th Street Plan, 
which includes virtually unused 11-foot-
wide bike lanes on 13th and 12th Streets.

“Transit rider” groups, and the $4.5 million 
per year bike rider lobby called Transporta-
tion Alternatives, has characterized this com-
munity’s fight as the effort of “wealthy land-
owners.” (I kid you not.) It is a fight over the 
right of local communities to not be overrun 
by a zealous City Commissioner. This “win” 
by the City bureaucracy will not be the last 
word. Villagers and Chelsea residents, in the 
spirit of Jane Jacobs, will outlast, and beat 
those bureaucrats.

Arthur Z. Schwartz is the Democratic 
District Leader for Greenwich Village and 
counsel in the 14th Street litigation.

Update: 14th Street Busway
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Conquering AIDS  
in the LGBT  
Presidential Town Hall
By Kambiz Shekdar, Ph.D.

The upcoming town hall among U.S. presi-
dential candidates on October 10th will fo-
cus on LGBT issues. The choice to address 
AIDS in this debate could surprise and 
disrupt the current HIV/AIDS landscape.

It’s remarkable that during the last presi-
dential election, a coalition of AIDS activ-
ists adopted the following (invalid) con-
sensus position: “We now have the means 
to end the global and U.S. HIV epidem-
ics, even without a vaccine or a cure.” 

When the same activists met with Ber-
nie Sanders, the New York Times reported: 
“Sanders seemed to be churning internally 
about something until, dispensing with cer-
emony, he blurted out: ‘Let me be blunt. Do 
any of you get money from the drug compa-
nies?’” (see “C.E.O. of H.I.V.”). The response 
was silence, according to the Times. As HIV/
AIDS activists used to say, Silence = Death. 

It was not until a month ago that Wash-
ington Blade broke that silence when it re-
ported on the eye-opening resignation of 
Kyle Murphy as communications director 
of AIDS United (see “AIDS Group Of-
ficial Resigns over Group’s Acceptance of 

Drug Company Funds”). AIDS United 
manages the largest and longest running 
coalition of AIDS organizations. 

In his letter of resignation, Murphy stat-
ed, “...we have been slowly bought off. And 
most of us know it. We just aren’t willing to 
say it.” An excerpt from the Blade also in-
cludes: “ ‘I cannot say that Gilead Sciences 
or any other pharmaceutical company has 
inappropriately influenced any decision 
that the leadership of AIDS United or any 
of its many partners have made,’ Murphy 
states in his letter. ‘But I do know that their 
status as a contributor is a consideration 
when we decide how to respond to ques-
tions around drug pricing, PrEP access, 
and drug safety,’ he wrote.”

I agree with Murphy; our AIDS and 
LGBT organizations have been compro-
mised. The Senior Vice President of Public 
Affairs at Gilead, Amy Flood, sits on the 
board of AIDS United. According to her 
biography, Flood pioneered Gilead’s HIV/
AIDS marketing starting with the com-
pany’s very first AIDS drug. As I reported 
last month, Gilead pays AIDS and LGBT 
organizations hundreds of millions; these 
organizations, including AIDS United, in 
turn tout Gilead’s new AIDS prophylactic 
Truvada® / PrEP as a cure (see “Wild-West” 
Ad Culture on Facebook Targets Youth). 

As Truvada/PrEP does not protect 
against drug-resistant HIV/AIDS, we are 
slowly but surely incubating drug-resistant 
AIDS. In my view as a scientist, Gilead’s 
payments have brought us knee-deep into 
the making of a situation potentially as 
devastating as the opioid epidemic when 
the PrEP bubble bursts, if not worse. The 
AIDS saga will not, and cannot, end with-
out a cure to bolster our treatment and 
prevention tools. Our comfort living with 
HIV/AIDS is in need of disruption, as dis-

ruptive technologies catapult us to higher 
horizons. A cure for AIDS must replace 
our current state of complacency no matter 
how profitable this stagnancy is for Gilead.

During the LGBT town hall, I’ll be 
watching for a leader who can free the 
LGBT community from the grip of 

AIDS and the business of this disease. 

The author is a biologist, a biotech inventor, 
a gay man and the President of Research 
Foundation to Cure AIDS . Visit Free-
FromAIDS.org to learn more about the 
RFTCA mission.

Top 10 Questions Regarding Curing AIDS
1. If elected president, will your administration offer each of the more than 1.1 

million Americans living with HIV/AIDS today any reason to hope for a cure 
in their lifetimes?

2. Pharmaceutical manufacturers of AIDS medications have saved countless 
lives; they have also reaped billions in profits. What in your view is Big Phar-
ma’s corporate social responsibility, if any, to share the costs of developing and 
implementing a cure? 

3. When America set its sights on winning, American ingenuity, talent and re-
sources have achieved near impossible goals including landing a man on the 
moon. As president, will you marshal our might in a new “Manhattan Project” 
to cure AIDS?

4. Curing AIDS is as much about making room for new ideas and teams as it is 
about the science and technology. How will you carve out space for cellular 
therapies in an arena dominated by AIDS medications alone?

5. An AIDS cure will offer limited national value if it is only affordable by the 
wealthiest 1 percent of Americans. How will you ensure that tomorrow’s 
breakthrough therapies will reach all Americans regardless of ability to pay?

6. By considering parameters for global implementation at the outset, the United 
States can help ensure that cellular therapies are developed such that they may be 
implemented from Park Avenue to the Sudan. How could you envision working 
with the international community to bring about a global cure for AIDS? 

7. Gilead Sciences, Inc., a major manufacturer of AIDS medications, is known 
to pay hundreds of millions of dollars to AIDS and LGBT organizations that 
go on to advertise its drugs on social media. What is your view of the need for 
transparency and accountability when it comes to the marketing of prescrip-
tion drugs?  

8. Heavy use of the new AIDS prophylactic drug Truvada® / PrEP manufac-
tured by Gilead Sciences, Inc. has dropped HIV infection rates but opened 
the door to drug-resistant HIV/AIDS. How will you prevent the new para-
digm in which people require ever-newer, stronger, more expensive and more 
obligatory pharmaceuticals, just to have sex? 

9. Even with the best medical care, doctors and insurance policies, people liv-
ing with HIV/AIDS continue to suffer from side-effects, immune systems 
that do not fully bounce back and AIDS-related dementia. Until there is a 
cure, how will you help people living with HIV/AIDS achieve optimal health 
outcomes?

10. President George W. Bush is credited with averting a global AIDS calam-
ity via his administration’s plan, President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Re-
lief (PEPFAR). President Trump pledged to end the U.S. AIDS epidemic by 
2030. Are you excited, ready, willing and able to rise to the opportunity and 
challenge of being the president to cure AIDS? 

taxes) to the permanently poor. 
Now, in my youth I always thought of 

myself as a liberal, sort of a strong Demo-
crat, so it was with a bit of chagrin that I 
received a call from a young man with an 
intense serious voice speaking for the Ful-
ton House tenants. No, he was not a tenant 
there but had been pushed out of his rent-
stabilized apartment and joined the activ-
ist group. His argument was that if you 
mix two-thirds market rate tenants with 
government-subsidized tenants you have, 
God forbid, “gentrification,” and somehow, 
I suppose, the more affluent residents will 
take over the cheap Section 8 apartments.

About 80 years ago Mayor La Guar-
dia went to Washington and worked with 

President Roosevelt to build the very first 
massive housing project on the Lower East 
Side near Delancey Street—called the First 
Houses. Eleanor Roosevelt dedicated the 
new development. This was in (as they say) 
the depths of the Great Depression. 

Now, during the Depression everybody 
was poor; so to get an apartment in these 
new slum clearance projects you didn’t have 
to prove how poor you were but that you 
did have a work record and given a chance 
you could pay the modest rent for this nice 
clean gleaming apartment (glorious).

In 1913 our federal government passed 
a law that anybody walking into a hospital 
emergency room had to be treated even if 
they could not pay, and now we have Medi-
care which eliminates many health cost 
fears for most seniors. Indeed, all advanced 

nations have medical support systems to-
day (there is an implicit acceptance of the 
sacredness of life). Laws and government 
policy support that if you’re hungry you 
must be fed, if you are ill the government 
must take care of you, and if you are home-
less it must provide a home for you. But 
while Medicare is universal, providing a 
home is not—it is a city or state respon-
sibility to provide public housing laws and 
plans or projects. Why not make it a fed-
eral responsibility? 

If our federal government would accept 
that it is required to provide a home or 
shelter for everyone needing one but un-
able to fully pay for it, then an 80-year-old 
man trapped in a five-flight rent-controlled 
apartment in snowy New York could move 
to a retirement home in Florida and give 

up his apartment to three young college 
grads who, collectively, can pay the mar-
ket rent and allow the landlord to make 
the needed repairs. An 80-year-old great 
grandmother could return to Puerto Rico 
and live with her younger brother and his 
family. A 70-year-old could retire from her 
job after 30 years and join her sister in a 
house that is large enough to accommodate 
them both and their several dogs and a ha-
rassed cat.

This new plan might be called the Na-
tional Home Assistance (NHA), and would 
give the 400,000 people living in New York 
City housing projects a chance to escape 
when their buildings’ heating plants fail as 
the temperature falls below freezing.

It is much easier to be poor in Florida 
than in Manhattan.

Fulton Housing continued from page 1

"DON'T LET DRUGS DROWN THE CURE."
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UNA Honorees Working to 
Stop Human Trafficking

By Karen Rempel

The work of the United Nations (UN) is 
near and dear to us at WestView News. Mag-
gie Capsis started the Guides program at 
the UN Secretariat Building and was Head 
of the Guides there. Anyone who knows 
publisher George Capsis has heard the 
wonderful story of how they met at the UN.

One of the UN’s goals is to eradicate hu-
man trafficking. Human trafficking is the 
action of illegally transporting people from 
one country or area to another, typically 
for the purposes of forced labor or sexual 
exploitation. There are an estimated 25 
million victims of human trafficking in the 
world today. It’s surprising that many vic-
tims of international trafficking are trans-
ported on airplanes.

Human trafficking is a very real prob-
lem in the U.S. and right here in New York 
City. Nicholas Kristof reported study re-
sults in The New York Times in 2016 on the 
prevalence of human trafficking of home-
less youth in the United States. He wrote 
that the researchers found that of those 
interviewed, nearly one-fifth of homeless 
youth in the United States and Canada 
are victims of human trafficking, including 
those trafficked for sex, labor, or both.

Kristof told the story of “Naomi” who 
came to NYC to visit a friend at the age 
of 16, and was trafficked when she arrived. 
For four years she was sold for sex in New 
York and New Jersey by a pimp who locked 
her in the closet when he left his Brooklyn 
apartment. “The fear of having nowhere to 
go, of being homeless was very real,” Nao-
mi said. “He would say my family wasn’t 
looking for me, that they didn’t care where 
I was and no one would help me if I left.”

The United Nations Association of New 

York (UNA-NY) educates Americans 
about the work of the UN and builds pub-
lic support for more effective U.S. engage-
ment in the UN. This year, the UNA-NY’s 
Humanitarian of the Year award honors a 
corporation and two individuals who have 
made immense contributions to the UN’s 
goal of stopping human trafficking. The 
ceremony is taking place at Essex House 
on October 3rd.

Ann Nicol, Executive Director of UNA-
NY, said, “Human trafficking is such a hei-
nous crime, attention needs to be brought 
to the public. We feel that it’s a terrible 
thing happening around the world in many 
countries, and that’s the theme we want to 
bring attention to with this year’s Humani-
tarian of the Year awards.”

Delta Airlines is being honored for 
its leadership in the fight against human 
trafficking and modern slavery. Nicol ex-
plained, “They are really going out of their 
way to do a lot about it.” Delta Airlines has 
trained over 56,000 of their staff to recog-
nize signs that a child passenger is being 
trafficked, such as not knowing where they 
are going or who will be picking them up. 
They have published education and ac-
tion materials on Facebook and at http://
dl.aero/6185TBkNJ.

Ashley Judd, activist, actor, writer, film-
maker, humanitarian, and Time magazine’s 
Person of the Year 2017, is being honored 
for her commitment to ending human 
trafficking. She is Goodwill Ambassador 
in the UN’s Population Fund, which is 
the UN’s sexual and reproductive health 
agency. Judd is fiercely committed to social 
justice and believes that the sexual and re-
productive health of girls and women—in-
cluding choosing if, when, and how many 
children to have—is at the heart of poverty 
eradication and sustainable development. 
She has traveled around the world visiting 
slums, brothels, schools, hospices, drop-in 
centers, and clinics. Judd said, “I am excited 
to do what I can to help girls and women 
everywhere contribute their potential—
which is indeed awesome—to the progress 
of all humankind.”

Nicholas Kristof, journalist and writer, is 
being honored for his journalism and dedi-
cation to promoting awareness of human 
trafficking. He has been writing and speak-
ing about this subject for decades. A New 
York Times op-ed columnist and winner of 
two Pulitzer Prizes, Kristof brings attention 
to human rights abuses and social injustices 
around the world. He has reported on child 
slavery and sex trafficking in Cambodia, 
Nepal, and many other countries.

To join the UN in the fight to stop human 
trafficking by making a donation to UNA-
NYC, visit www.unanyc.org/join_us/give_
your_support.html. To sign a petition to help 
end forced labor, go to www.p29.org.

UNA-NY HUMANITARIAN OF THE YEAR 
honoree Ashley Judd embraces a woman at 
a workshop for survivors of gender-based 
violence led by United Nations Population 
Fund (UNFPA) mobile psychologists. Photo 
© UNFPA Ukraine/Maks Levin.
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Let’s Get Real About Aging
By Gail Evans

Some of us are 80 but feel 50. Our health 
is good, our income comfortable. We have 
family and friends, we’re active and opti-
mistic. We are “aging well.”

But even exemplars of healthy aging are 
not exempt from its cruelties. Growing old 
brings needs that cannot be ignored.

Perhaps the realization that we need help 
comes after a fall. Perhaps it creeps up grad-
ually. But it comes to most of us at some 
point. We’ve been independent and produc-
tive all our adult lives. Now it as though we 
live in a foreign land, facing limitations and 
situations we are at a loss to deal with. Loss 
and loneliness, fear, depression, and the 
sense that we are socially marginalized and 
invisible become familiar experiences.  

Hannah Reimann, in the September issue 
of WestView News, highlighted one of the 
scenarios older Villagers face. She described 
elders living alone in large apartments, with 
space to spare, but finding daily activities too 
much to handle alone. Reimann’s proposed 
solution: a win-win program pairing these 
elders with live-in companions with whom 
they make an arrangement—reduced rent, 
or some other accommodation, in return for 
assistance with activities such as chores and 
light housekeeping. 

This column will focus on the personal 

impact of growing old, and the impact of 
ageism. We will also provide information 
about available resources (and those that are 
lacking) to ease the process, and about inno-
vative ideas for solutions like Ms. Reimann’s. 
I hope to feature interviews with Village se-
niors about their later years, and Village pro-
fessionals who work with elders and know 
first-hand the existing system of care. 

Who am I? I am a senior and Village 
resident. Now retired, I worked for thirty 
years in communications and service de-
velopment for the New York City De-
partment for the Aging, the government 
agency responsible for a citywide network 
of community-based senior services and 
programs. My stake in helping to make the 
Village a strong and supportive communi-
ty for older residents is thus both personal 
and professional.

The current demographics of aging paint 
a complex picture. From one point of view 
the picture is rosy. Overall, people are liv-
ing longer and staying healthy longer. Killer 
diseases are being managed. More seniors 
than ever before continue to be active and 
involved late into their lives, and more are 
better educated and financially secure. 

It is essential to preserve the gains that 
have been made in helping seniors main-
tain interests and vigor for as long as pos-
sible. We need to strengthen the resources 

and opportunities that are available and 
transform our communities so that as 
many as possible can age “well.” 

But there is a less rosy side of the picture. 
When income, race and ethnicity are taken 
in account, we find huge disparities in lon-
gevity and health. To address these dispari-
ties requires not only services and resources 
for the healthy and active, but new ways of 
doing outreach and greater attention to the 
less fortunate among us. 

Furthermore, we need “to get real” about 
longevity. It may be a blessing; but more of 
us living longer means that at some point 
more of us will need in-home supports and 
expensive end-of-life care. A responsive 
society will not only have to stretch and re-
organize its resources, but also be willing to 
fund resources at the scale necessary. 

I hope to explore these challenges of 
growing old and our community’s respons-
es in future columns. 

We Want to Hear from You! Seniors, care-
givers and other concerned readers: please share 
your comments and stories with us through 
Letters to the Editor or with me personally 
at gailevans@verizon.net.  If you have extra 
room and would like to share your apartment, 
please contact Hannah Reimann at senior-
share2018@gmail.com. You can also leave a 
message for Hannah or me at 212-414-4883.  

Companions for 
Elders Hold  
Organizational 
Meeting
By Hannah Reimann

In response and follow up to the Senior 
Shares for the Village article in the Sep-
tember issue of WestView News, I met with 
several women ages 25-60 who responded 
via email to us. They are interested in pos-
sibly becoming live-in companions, paying 
reduced rent and providing selected ser-
vices for an elder who needs assistance and 
owns or rents his or her own home. Among 
us were Annmarie Maida, Celestina Bill-
ington, myself, and a fourth woman who 
prefers to go unnamed for now.

We examined the 14-page Seeker Ori-
entation Packet for Home Sharing from 
the excellent San Diego-based organiza-
tion, Elderhelp. Elderhelp has been around 
since 1974. An administrator I interviewed 
there informed me that the average length 
of these arrangements in their experience 
is two years. The organization has had a lot 
of success pairing companions and elders, 
creating harmonious, comfortable and safe 
environments for both parties.

Their guidelines stress how important it 
continued on page 8
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Villager Fires Lincoln Anderson!!
Community Newspaper 
Eviscerated

By Arthur Schwartz

For all the intrusion of the internet into 
how we get our news, and the availability 
of 24 hour per day updates, community 
newspapers retain a special importance. 
Local residents rely on community news-

papers to get current information of local 
stories—whether it be the fight over a park, 
plans to create a new school, challenges 
created by overdevelopment 

The Villager, a weekly newspaper, was 
founded in 1933 by Walter and Isabel Bry-
an. Along with the Village Voice, which was 
founded in the early 1960s, and focused 
somewhat more on more global issues, The 
Villager became a key source of news about 
Village politics, personalities, and the rich 
culture of Greenwich Village. In 1992 it 
was bought by Tom and Elizabeth But-
son, who maintained The Villager's focus, 
and who linked it to a Soho-Tribeca paper 
which they renamed the Downtown Ex-
press. In 1999 The Villager was purchased 
by John Sutter, who kept on a 30 some-
thing reporter named Lincoln Anderson, 
and anointed Lincoln Editor.

When Sutter bought the paper, it had 
a paid circulation of 25,000, and the Ex-
press distributed 50,000 copies per issue. 
In 2001, 2004 and 2005, The Villager won 
the Stuart Dorman Award, honoring 
New York State’s best weekly newspaper, 
in the New York Press Association’s Bet-
ter Newspaper Contest. The Villager has 
also been called better than the New York 
Times by New York magazine. In 2005, 
in its “123 Reasons Why We Love New 

York Right Now,” New York dubbed the 
New York Times Reason #51, “because our 
hometown paper is still the greatest in the 
world,” the magazine said...before adding, 
#52, on the facing page: “...next to The 
Villager.”

Sutter expanded the paper’s reach, open-
ing new papers in Chelsea (Chelsea Now) 
and the East Village Express (now called 
Manhattan Express), both of which were 
distributed for free. But Sutter gave up the 
paper about 8 years ago, and sold it to the 
Community News Group, owned by Jen-
nifer Goodstein, which owned other pa-
pers in Brooklyn and Queens under the 
name Community News Group, and the 
Villager became mostly an online newspa-
per. It still had tens of thousands of views 
per week, and the free papers had healthy 
readerships. And Lincoln Anderson re-
mained the face of The Villager.

In 2018 all of the Community News 
Group was sold to Schneps Community 
Newsgroup. This group has numerous pub-
lications in Queens, Brooklyn, The Bronx, 
Westchester and Long Island.  Things be-
gan to change. Lincoln was told that he 
had to become the editor of not just The 
Villager, but also of the other three lower 
Manhattan papers. Staff was cut. Man-
agement started insisting on more generic 

city-wide material.
But as the Village and Chelsea com-

munities engaged in the 14th Street fight 
with the DOT, Lincoln became invalu-
able. The Villager and Chelsea Now sided 
with the community in its editorial pages, 
and Lincoln wrote almost daily updates on 
developments. On September 26, after 22 
years with The Villager, Josh Schneps, who 
is about to buy AM-New York (a citywide 
paper) told Lincoln that he was fired. 

Lincoln Anderson represented what was 
best about community newspapers. He knew 
everyone. He stayed in touch with all sorts 
of folks in the community that The Villag-
er serves. He was ahead of local stories, he 
brought local figures to life, and he made sure 
that local culture still took center stage.

Lincoln isn’t looking to return to a paper 
that the Schneps folks will turn into one 
more generic “community” publication. A 
true voice of our community, and of Chel-
sea, the East Village, Soho and Tribeca will 
bite the dust. Lincoln is a talented writer 
and will return somewhere. And WestView 
will have an even more important role to 
play in our community.

Arthur Schwartz is the Democratic District 
Leader for Greenwich Village, and has been 
since 1995.

HE REPRESENTED WHAT WAS BEST 
ABOUT COMMUNITY NEWSPAPERS: Lincoln 
Anderson, above, knew everyone in the 
community, stayed in touch with the people 
there, was ahead of local stories and made 
sure that local culture took center stage. 
Photo courtesy of Lincoln Anderson.
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Then&Now: 
Washington & Christopher High Line

By Brian J. Pape, AIA, Architecture Editor

THEN: This 1940 Municipal Tax photo of 634-648 Wash-
ington Street views its intersection with Christopher Street, 
looking southwest. The New York Central Railroad built 
the St. John freight terminal and this viaduct from 1930-
34, succumbing to pressure condemning the numerous 
pedestrian accidents while the 13-mile surface track, built in 
1847 and dubbed “Death Avenue,” ran on West Street and 
Tenth Avenue. To me, this speaks of the almost almighty 
influence of railroad barons and profits over human lives, 
for those 80 years, just as the motor vehicle industrialists 
have today. 640 buildings were demolished for this viaduct 
construction, while the former tracks were replaced later 
with the elevated Westside Highway. Standard Oil Company 
monopolized Manhattan with ESSO gas stations at nearly 
every corner, as seen in this unusual station layout, whose 
building, tucked under the High Line, looks like repurposed 
rail cars that may have included a diner. Just to the west of 
the ESSO sign is the 4-story 1935 truck garage, followed 
by two row houses and a seamen’s hotel at West Street. 
Credit: NYC Department of Records & Information Services.

NOW: New York Central Railroad abandoned the High Line 
viaduct for most freight in 1960, and totally shut down all 
operations in 1980 when new owner Conrail had to discon-
nect the viaduct from the rest of the national rail system for 
a year, necessitated by the Javits Center construction at 

West 34th Street; the line was never reconnected or used 
as a freight line again.The West Village Committee (WVC) 
was formed as the High Line was abandoned and, led by 
Jane Jacobs, Dr. Don Dodelson, Rachele Wall, Hilda Burns, 
and other activists, was the initiator and planner for the 
West Village Houses low-rise affordable residences. The 
battles of the WVC included opposing using the High Line 
as a truck route (imagine the off-ramps!), salvaging open 
space for park gardens, fighting for better sanitation, and 
opposing federal title I urban renewal plans for most of the 
West Village. In those mid-century days the West Village 
was very close to the working waterfront, an area of ware-
houses, factories, rowhouses, and tenements. The residen-
tial population west of Hudson Street was largely Puerto 
Rican by the early 1960s, in Jacobs’s account of the WVC 
founding. The High Line section from Bank to Gansevoort 
Streets was dismantled in 1991 despite objections from 
preservationists. The elevated Westside Highway above 
West Street was replaced, creating the current boulevard, 
after a protracted victory over Westway proposals in 1985. 
In the photo of this site we see a section of the West Village 
Houses at the corner, built in 1974 under the Mitchel-Lama 
affordable housing government program. To the west, the 
truck garage was converted to a 6-story condo in 1985, 
the seamen’s hotel is now part of city-sponsored supportive 
housing, and the two rowhouses have been removed to 
make way for future development. The Hudson River and its 
park are seen at the far right. Credit: BJ Pape, AIA.

Want Single Payer 
Healthcare in New 
York? Speak Up!
By Alec Pruchnicki, MD

This isn’t a theoretical question. There is actually a bill 
in the New York State legislature sponsored by Assem-
blyman Richard Gottfried and Senator Gustavo Rivera 
called the New York Health Act. It would provide exten-
sive universal medical coverage for all residents of New 
York State, eliminate almost all private medical insurance 
and pay for all of this with corporate and progressive in-
come taxes. Remaking such a major industry requires a 
lot of discussion over each detail of the legislation. 

Fortunately, there will be an opportunity for the public 
to speak up on this legislation. A forum is being orga-
nized by the Village Independent Democrats, along with 
at least a half dozen other downtown Democratic politi-
cal clubs. It will be on Sunday, October 6th, at the Elisa-
beth Irwin High School at 40 Charlton street (between 
6th avenue and Varick street) from 3 PM to at least 5. 
Gottfried and Rivera will be keynote speakers with pos-
sible statements from Representative Jerry Nadler and 
City Counsel Member Carlina Rivera. To broaden the 
discussion to include non-elected individuals, there will 
be two advocates for the bill (a physician and a nurse) and 
possibly two critics (still being solicited).  

But, the most important aspect of the forum will be 
the opportunity for input from the public. The format of 
the forum will be for all the speakers to make brief state-
ments, maybe ten minutes at most, and leave extensive 
time for both questions and comments from the audi-
ence. Although the forum has been organized by political 
clubs, it will be open to the general public. Individuals 
asking for more information or those with strong views 
they wish to express will be given an opportunity to speak. 
And, there will be elected officials there who will speak.

The purpose of the forum is not just to help pass a few 
hours on a Sunday afternoon. The bill has enough spon-
sors in the Assembly to be passed, and almost enough in 
the Senate (as of the writing of this article in the middle 
of September). Strong public input might make a dif-
ference as to the passage or rejection of the bill, along 
with the possible signing or veto by governor Cuomo. 
The clubs will be encouraged to consider the information 
from the forum and decide on whether to pass resolutions 
supporting passage, rejecting passage, or consciously stay-
ing neutral. Individuals not affiliated with clubs will be 
able to use the information and contact their own elected 
officials to express their opinions. The ideal goal is not 
just to sit and listen but to speak up.

New York Health  
Act Outline

—A single state fund covers every resident

—Comprehensive benefits including long-term care

—No financial barriers to receiving services

—No deductibles, no co-pays

—No Medicare Part B and Part D premiums

—Funded thru public funds and progressive taxes

—Costs less than we’re now spending

is to create an arrangement and agreement, case-by-case, 
for each situation, to put things in writing and all the 
cards on the table before the companion moves in. This 
will prevent misunderstandings and can prevent unfore-
seen arguments. 

I made a list of each potential companion’s preferences 
including the number of hours they could provide in ex-
change for reduced rent, what specific tasks they would 
and would not do, what level of care, etc. Among those 
listed in the Orientation Packet are companionship, 
meal preparation, running errands, pet care, medication 
reminders, house sitting and to be there overnight in a 
reliable way in case of emergency medical needs. There 
are other categories and considerations, part of a long list 
we examined. Bathing, changing and any other service in 

which bodily fluids might be exchanged are not legally 
permitted as services a companion can provide. For those 
services a certified home health aid or family member 
would be needed.

Everyone present had good ideals, were financially in-
dependent (an important criteria) and looked upon this 
project in a realistic and compassionate way. It was good 
to simply discuss these things with like minds and to learn 
from everyone’s experiences and ideas.

We will follow up with any other people, be they com-
panions or elders, who respond to these articles via email 
at seniorshare2018@gmail.com

If you prefer to use a telephone, you may also call 212-
414-4883 to leave a message as indicated in Gail Evans’ 
article.

Companions  continued from page 6
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Dina Andriotis, Chris Tsiamis, and Nikitas Andriotis (from left to right).

77 Christopher Street
Between Seventh Avenue and Bleecker Street 
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There is no WestView News without you
We are a small community newspaper with minimal staff and a 
handful of volunteers who document neighborhood news and 
events in the West VIllage. We seek to remain independent. We 
cannot rely on big donors with corresponding big agendas. We 
are not the largest newspaper around, but we believe we play 
an important role in informing West Village residents with truth, 
dignity and objectivity.

If everyone who saw this today donated $5, we would survive 
2020. Please visit westviewnews.org and click "DONATE"—and 
help us continue to inform and enthrall you.

My 9/11 Come From Away 
Experience Taught Me  
Compassion for Refugees
By Kevin Tuerff
On September 11, 2001, I saw actions that 
restored my faith in humanity. It all hap-
pened on an island in the Atlantic Ocean, 
in a foreign country.

I never expected that my story of being 
a 9/11 refugee in Gander, Newfoundland 
and Labrador (Canada), and 
the stories of many others who 
had similar experiences, would 
ultimately be told in the award 
winning Broadway musical 
Come From Away. It’s surreal 
to have a Tony-nominated ac-
tor-singer sharing my story on-
stage. My character, “Kevin T” is 
portrayed by actor Chad Kimball, 
comically referred to as the “gay 
lumberjack.”

The people of Gander said, “We 
just do good deeds and cherish the 
memories.” They wouldn’t let us pay 
them back for their kindness, so I launched 
the Pay it Forward 9/11 initiative in 2002, 
an annual day to do good deeds to strangers, 
as a way to honor the fallen on 9/11 and the 
heroes and volunteers of that terrible day. 
This year, I handed out $50 bills to strang-
ers across NYC on the train, ones who didn’t 
have their heads down buried in their phone.

In September 2016, I felt a spiritual call-
ing to focus on compassion for immigrants 
and refugees. This was two months before 
the last Presidential election.

Seven months later, in May 2017, I found 
myself standing in front of the Church of St. 
Francis Xavier in Chelsea, at 16th and 6th 
Avenue. Hanging on the fence was a vinyl 
banner that read, “Immigrants and Refugees 
Welcome.” I was stunned, never seeing such 
a bold sign on any church in my hometown 
of Austin, Texas. I took this as a sign this 
needed to be my new church home. How-
ever, I couldn’t commute here every Sunday 

from Texas. So, four days later I rented an 
apartment and moved to New York City.

I joined an accompaniment program in 
which members of my church visit detain-
ees held at the US Immigration Detention 
Center (jail) in Elizabeth, New Jersey. It’s 
cold, metal warehouse near Newark air-

port. Inside, I was assigned 
to speak with a man named 
Sam, an asylum seeker from 
Nigeria. With his life in 
danger and no protection 
from police, he was forced 
to flee, leaving behind his 
wife and four children. 

He had no family or 
friends in the US. After 
seven months in jail, with 
no sunlight or access to 
fresh air, a US Immigra-
tion judge granted his re-
quest for asylum based on 

religious persecution. With the help of a pro 
bono attorney, he was granted freedom, and 
five months ago, his wife and four young chil-
dren were reunited at JFK airport. Acting like 
the people of Gander did for me, I organized 
a team of volunteers to welcome them to a 
free, fully furnished apartment in New Jersey.

My 9/11 experience in Gander changed 
my life for the better. I’m committed to 
telling my story so that we might reconsid-
er how we treat strangers, have compassion 
for millions of immigrants and refugees 
across the world.

House of Anansi Press published Kevin 
Tuerff ’s memoir in 2018. As an author, he 
delivers public speeches on “The Ripple Ef-
fects of Compassion.”  Read more at Chan-
nelofPeaceBook.com. Proceeds are donated to 
refugee advocacy and resettlement charities. 
Tuerff is CEO of NYC-based Brokering 
Goodness, Inc.
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HRPT Will Build a Full-Size Field on
Gansevoort Park!

By Brian J Pape, AIA

Cautious optimism filled the air as resi-
dents reconvened for the last Gansevoort 
Peninsula “concept phase” joint meeting of 
the Community Board 2 (CB2) Parks & 
Waterfront Committee and the Hudson 
River Park Trust (HRPT) at the 75 Morton 
middle school cafeteria on September 10th. 

James Corner Field Operations ( JCFO), 

the lead firm for the consultants, stated in 
its previous report that the goal is “to access 
the water, design for resiliency and reinforce 
the …Estuarine Sanctuary as well as pro-
vide recreational amenities that are missing 
elsewhere” in the park. You may recall that 
at the last hearing the audience insisted that 
the full-size field needed to be kept as the 
preferred option and had handed in peti-
tions with over 2,000 signatures stating to  

 
 
 

HRPT that a 225’ x 316’ field was the high-
est priority for this site ( JCFO Report). 

As James Corner Field Operations began 
their presentation, once again dazzling with 
beautiful images, both PowerPoint and print-
out sheets, they admitted that they were con-
vinced that the full-size field was feasible and 
necessary, to the cheers of the attendees.

Nevertheless, there were still audience 
questions:
1.  On the south side where the sandbox and 

ramp were shown, the stone rip-rap slopes 
were criticized as being the most unfriend-
ly surface imaginable. It was requested that 
they be replaced with broad steps.

2.  Resiliency is still a huge concern as a 
“Sandy type” flood surge would inun-
date this beautiful park. JCFO stated 
that sloping up the edges would create a 
“bathtub” configuration, so they elected 
to choose resilient materials throughout 
that would survive an inundation with 
little damage.

3.  Can there be more rooms built for lock-
ers and classrooms for the many school 
children that will be using this new park? 
An HRPT spokesperson said they in-
tended to keep the buildings with a low 
profile and they couldn’t sacrifice more 
ground space for buildings. But perhaps 
stronger foundations could be consid-
ered for another floor in the future?

4.  The west edge shows existing piling fields, 
which is an opportunity to capture some 
of the old pier platforms, but an HRPT 
spokesperson stated that the park is prohib-
ited from shading any extra surface or dis-
turbing the marine habitat. The protection 

of habitat explanation seems disingenuous 
when Pier 55 (Diller Island) is in construc-
tion, with a most unusually large landscape 
rising up to 62 feet in one corner; did that 
construction not violate the habitat? Of 
course, it caused a tremendous disturbance. 
Or perhaps they used up all the extra pier 
surface allowable for the entire HRPT? In 
2011 the NYC Fire Department Marine 1 
moved into its award-winning new home 
on Pier 53 and the HRPT photo shows 
the pier houses still intact on the west side 
of Gansevoort Peninsula.

5.  Hudson River Park Trust is taking steps to 
fight plastic pollution and the damage that 
plastics have on local wildlife and habitat. 
New drinking fountains will include bot-
tle fillers, recycling bins are being added, 
they are discontinuing the distribution of 
single-use water bottles at park events, and 
they are reducing single-use products and 
packaging from park vendors through the 
Green Partnership program.
HRPT stated that the new images 

would be put on their website, and even 
though they are indeed there for you, at 
this writing the site still says the presenta-
tion images are from the July meeting. We 
can now look forward to the next step for 
this vital community amenity.

Brian J. Pape is a LEED-AP “green”  
architect consulting in private practice, 
serves on the Manhattan District 2 Com-
munity Board, is co-chair of the American 
Institute of Architects NY Design for Aging 
Committee, and is the WestView News 
Architecture Editor.

GANSEVOORT PENINSULA is a naturally occurring body of land being designed for new 
uses by HRPT. This plan view shows the final concept design for large sports fields and 
recreation areas; concessions are on the upper right, with West Street and 10th Ave. along 
the right edge, and the FDNY Marine 1 boathouse is on the far upper left pier. Note also the 
piling field projecting out of the water to the west.

THIS VIEW OF GANSEVOORT PENINSULA from the north shows design elements of Pier 
53: from left to right—the bike path, the esplanade, the concessions/utility buildings, the 
sports fields and recreation area, and the FDNY Marine boathouse on the far right.

GANSEVOORT PENINSULA CONCESSIONS/UTILITY BUILDINGS are being designed for low-
slung and protective roof surfaces. “Porches” between the parts unite the various functions. 
This top west elevation is viewed from the large playing field, while the bottom east eleva-
tion is viewed from the boulevard. Credit all images: HRPT/ James Corner Field Operations/ 
Architects.
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Bringin’ It Home

By Keith Michael

Millie is lying a few feet away while I’m editing photos—
still catching up on my summer “takes.” Because I haven’t 
clicked on an image looking remotely like a bowl of kibble, 
Millie’s corgi gaze is equivocal.

The combination of scrolling past an August shot of 
an Osprey from the Salt Marsh Nature Center in Marine 
Park in Brooklyn bringing home take-out to the family, 
and the question that a neighbor asked me this week while 
I was out walking Millie—“What do Mourning Doves 
eat?”—got me to thinking more broadly about “What DO 
birds eat?”

Well, depending on what kind of bird you are, the an-
swer is “Almost anything!” What each bird finds delicious 
is so connected to where they live and how they find food 
(and how they have evolved to that niche of finding their 
food) that knowledge about these three factors are nearly 
as important in identifying a bird as what a bird looks like. 

There are three loose avian dining strategies connected 
to three bird categories: land birds, water birds and birds 
of the air. Certainly these dining strategies are infinitely 
intertwined because almost all birds fly to help them eat.

Our most common neighborhood land birds—pigeons, 
sparrows and starlings—are all scavengers. Being flexible 
helps them be so successful. They prefer a diet of seeds, 
insects and fruit, but can make do with our leftovers that 
they find on the street. Robins love our lawns. They dine 
on the bugs that crawl through the grass and the worms 
and grubs that live under the grass. Robins hunt by sound 

as well as sight, so you will see one take a few steps in 
the grass, stop, and cock its head to listen for miniscule 
tunneling in the soil beneath its feet. Mockingbirds take 
a more active approach by flashing the white patches on 
their wings and tail to scare up insects from grass or tree 
branches. Catbirds use stealth, like their namesake, to 
track down the denizens of the green leafy world in which 
they live. Blue Jays are omnivorous, occasionally adding 
protein by stealing baby birds from others’ nests to feed 
their own families.

Members of the woodpecker family peck on wood to 
harvest the creepy-crawlers that live in tree bark. It’s an 
endless food source throughout the year, and their skulls 
have evolved so that they don’t damage their brains with 
all of that hammering. Sapsuckers use their wood-pecking 
to a different end: they drill holes that fill with sap, then 
they “suck the sap” and lick up all the insects attracted to 
the sweet, leaking goo. Flickers feast on the ants parading 
up and down tree trunks.

Nuthatches, chickadees and titmice specialize in pine 
nuts, which are not in the expensive gourmet section for 
these cheerful birds.

The most familiar water birds are ducks, geese and 
swans. All of these find sustenance from tidbits they glean 
from the surface of water or from aquatic plants. Dabbling 
ducks (the ones that tip up their tails to reach underwa-
ter) are primarily vegans whereas diving ducks (the ones 
that can stay under water for lengths of time), catch fish 
and scavenge for bottom-dwelling crustaceans using their 
serrated bills. While Robins love our lawns for the crit-

ters that live in the grass, geese love our lawns because of 
the green grass itself. In fact, the proliferation of our lawn 
smorgasbords as well as milder winters have contributed 
to many geese no longer migrating south for the win-
ter—they have everything they need right here. Swans, 
though pretty, have messy table manners. Instead of graz-
ing through aquatic vegetation, they pull plants up by the 
roots, strip the tasty bits and discard the rest, which can 
wreak havoc on a picturesque pond.

Other birds that depend on water are cormorants, her-
ons and egrets; shorebirds; and gulls. Cormorants are fa-
miliar year-round along the Hudson River, diving for the 
abundant fish that have returned to our water: black fish, 
striped bass, perch, flounder, and eels. They can stay un-
der water for minutes at a time, and you’ll often see them 
perched on a piling “hanging their wings out to dry” be-
cause they get waterlogged in the process. Herons and 
egrets have perfected the slow-motion surprise attack. 
They can stand still on their long legs at water’s edge 
seemingly for hours until something tasty swims by, then 
in a blur, nab and swallow it all in one motion. I’ve often 
felt sorry for the fish or frog. Shorebirds, frequently called 
sandpipers, scurry along rocks, waves or mudflats probing 
for whatever lives there. Sensors at the tips of their bills 
can discern something edible from the muddy soup. Gulls 
are opportunists. They take whatever they can get, includ-
ing your picnic lunch if you’re not careful.

Birds primarily of the air range from the tiniest hum-
mingbirds to our grandest raptors. A hummingbird in its 
hovering pursuit of flower nectar can outmaneuver a he-
licopter, and an eagle (yes, I’m still waiting to number a 
Bald Eagle over the West Village as an addition to My 
List) can see a squirrel scrambling from limb to limb miles 
away. We might have an Osprey family move into Hudson 
River Park, if there was suitable housing, so that we could 
delight in their summer fishing expertise. They spot their 
prey from above, hang in the air, dive feet-first to make the 
catch, then remarkably maneuver the fish in their talons 
head-into-the-wind for the most aerodynamically efficient 
flight home. Kingfishers and terns are each proficient in 
their own version of the diving game. Other denizens of 
the sky: flycatchers, who do just that—catch flying insects 
on-the-fly, then return to a perch to enjoy the delicacy of 
their labor; swallows, who swoop through the air with the 
greatest of ease while curbing insect populations also with 
the greatest of ease; and that true master of the air, the 
Chimney Swift, who spends nearly its entire life on the 
wing—even sleeping while flying on through the night.

Millie’s foraging skills extend to GPSing her food bowl 
when it is put down in the middle of the floor. In all fair-
ness, Mille has also perfected hunting along the cracks in 
the cobblestones on Perry Street for that one cowering 
French fry.

Oh, and Mourning Doves? If you put out some seed on 
your windowsill, they’ll be your friends for life.

Visit keithmichaelnyc.com for the latest schedule of New York 
City WILD! urban-adventures-in-nature outings through-
out the five boroughs, and visit his Instagram @newyorkc-
itywild for photos from around NYC.

A BROOKLYN OSPREY family gathers for dinner at home. Photo by Keith Michael.

Fall Fashion in Store 
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Racism and Anti-Semitism 
are Existential Threats
We need to start having more awkward conversations before it gets worse

By Arthur Schwartz

Pittsburgh in 2018; another attack that year in Los An-
geles; six months after Pittsburgh, a shooting in Califor-
nia. These are the latest acts of hate perpetrated against 
the Jewish community. They came only months before 
a shooting at an El Paso Wal-Mart left 22 people dead 
and injured approximately two dozen more. The shooter’s 
manifesto was littered with vitriol copied word-for-word 
from extreme pundits, and very similar to that of a New 
Zealand shooter who murdered 51 victims through at-
tacks on two separate mosques. That shooter spoke of the 
“great replacement,” a conspiracy theory that European 
whites are being replaced by immigrants from the Middle 
East and Northern Africa. The El Paso shooter believed 
a similar event was taking place in the United States, his 
delusions and hatred amplified by the President himself.  
In recent days, the FBI has reportedly prevented three 
more mass shooters from carrying out their plans, at least 
one of whom appears to have been motivated by anti-
Semitism, white nationalist rhetoric, and a desire to kill 
members of the Jewish community.

This hatred of communities of color and other vulner-
able groups didn’t appear overnight. Its heritage is deeply 
rooted in slavery, the treatment of African slaves, and the 
continued struggle of the black American community for 
equal treatment. Now, arguably more than at any time in 
recent history, we need to recognize that extremism, racist 
policies, and white supremacy stand as existential threats, 
not only to American life but to the future of our country 
and others around the globe. It’s time we have very real, 
very honest, and potentially very awkward conversations 
about race, the role it has played throughout American 
history, and what we are going to do.

The country’s horrific history on race and its continued 
refusal to engage these problems head-on has exacerbated 
the issue to the point of a violent crisis. This crisis contin-
ues to seep into our state and local domestic policies, our 

technologies, the algorithms of social media companies, 
and (potentially) our future like a corrosive poison contam-
inating a water table. We will continue to face the nation-
ending threat of white supremacy and white nationalist 
extremism unless we find the courage to have honest-to-
God difficult, uncomfortable conversations in our homes 
and communities about our history of race and privilege in 
America and how it has shaped our lives today.

An example of this in practice is the New York Times 
Magazine’s 1619 Project, a series of opinion pieces, poetry, 
essays, and historical works published in August designed 
to inform readers on the treatment and history of slavery, 
segregation, and Jim Crow laws in America. The project’s 
title comes from the August anniversary of the arrival of 
the first African slaves, 20-30 individuals from what is now 
modern-day Angola, in the British American colonies. 
Each work highlights not only past atrocities and injustices 
experienced by black Americans, but ongoing systemic is-
sues that have plagued the nation from its original sin of 
slavery into the present day. It’s an important effort that 
may very well shape the dialogue around race, inclusion, 
and the need for steadfast policies that may one day fill 
the discriminatory gaps in our society and help heal the 
country. And the effort is, somehow, in 2019, controversial.

While pundits clutch pearls and attempt to convince 
us that the 1619 Project is a lie, that it’s really white so-
ciety under attack, and that we’re in a post-racial society 
because we once had a black man as president, more radi-
calized white supremacists will shoot up schools, markets, 
stores, and places of worship to assert their ideology. We 
are not required to blindly believe pundits. We must not 
be bullied by maniacs who seek power through semi-au-
tomatic rifles. We must not run from engagement with 
each other; the change we desire can be achieved through 
heartfelt, frequently difficult, and awkward conversations 
among family, friends, and neighbors about race and its 
continued impact on our lives. Reading the 1619 Project 
is a good place to start.

Vintage Greenwich Village   
Suzanne Poli’s 
timeless black-
and-white 
"Snowscene" on 
Christopher Street 
looking towards 
McNulty‘s (Rare 
Teas and Coffees 
since 1895) in win-
ter snow depicts 
a time almost 
gone...etched in 
memory...Green-
wich Village is 
“Where America 
Begins” and is the 
great architect of 
the American mind 
and culture.  
Aren’t we fortu-
nate to live here...
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Notes From Away

Crossed Paths in a Small World
By Tom Lamia

A friend in California occasionally sends 
me books. One that arrived six months 
ago became fallback reading recently. My 
eyes were opened by its connections to sev-
eral hallmarks in my life thus far, includ-
ing where I now live (Maine), where I was 
born (Santa Monica, California), and my 
ten-year residence at 54 Charles Street in 
the West Village.

The book, Lincoln’s Confidant, by Wayne 
C. Temple, is a biography of Noah Brooks, 
born in Castine, Maine, in 1830. Brooks 
was a fluid and prolific writer who found 
writing easier than working (as he put it), 
so pursued a “have pen, will travel” career 
as a journalist, novelist, poet and biogra-
pher and, in the process, associated with 
far more than his share of the great men 
of his era, including Horace Greeley, Mark 
Twain, Bret Harte, and Abraham Lincoln. 
His life was lived on both American coasts 
and in the prairie heartland as well as in 
Boston, San Francisco, New York City and 
Washington, D.C. Once into the story, I 
began to appreciate that being Lincoln’s 
trusted confidant was only one of his re-
markable life achievements. 

Noah Brooks was the Washington cor-
respondent for a Sacramento newspaper 
during most of Lincoln’s presidency. He 
had met Lincoln in Dixon, Illinois, in 
1856 when they both campaigned for John 
C. Fremont, that year’s Republican presi-
dential nominee. A friendship was formed 
based on a mutual regard for storytelling 
and politics. Brooks went on to Califor-
nia as a pioneer/adventurer (he and three 
friends, including his nephew, Frank Kid-
der Upham, bought a wagon to carry their 
goods and “three yoke of oxen” to pull it 
as they walked from Kansas to California). 
Once there, he offered his services as a writ-
er, editor and publisher to all who would 
listen and immersed himself in community 

affairs to spread the word of the availability 
of his talents. This led to the job that took 
him to Washington and the opportunity to 
resume his friendship with Lincoln.

Brooks had a very strong connection to 
coastal Maine, one that permeated his work, 
travels and friendships. The youngest of 
eight children, his ancestral line dated to 
Plymouth Colony in 1635. Shipbuilding 
was the family trade. Just prior to the War of 
1812, his father, Barker Brooks, established 
himself as a shipbuilder in Castine, then a 
part of Massachusetts. Both his parents died 
tragically in 1838; Brooks was an orphan at 
seven. Fortunately his two older sisters very 

soon married prominent Castine men, en-
abling the Brooks household to be main-
tained. One of these men was S. K. Upham, 
the father of Frank Kidder Upham, who was 
at Brooks’s side for much of his life. 

Brooks was a reader fascinated by his-
tory, poetry, geography and tales of adven-
ture. Soon after graduating from Castine’s 
version of high school, he left for Boston to 
find work as a journalist, a profession that 
would dominate his life and earn for him 
honors, reputation and good fellowship, 
but never wealth or property.

From Boston he traveled to Dixon, Illi-
nois, where he met Lincoln, as mentioned. 

Next he homesteaded in Kansas to pursue 
his commitment to the Free State move-
ment. Failing as a farmer/activist, he began 
the journey to California and the writing, 
editing and publishing activities that took 
him to Washington and to Lincoln. 

Brooks used “Castine” as his journalistic 
pen name and wrote about Castine using 
a pseudonym, “Fairport,” in his works of 
fiction, always showing a deep appreciation 
for his early life there. He returned regu-
larly to the town in warmer months (he 
had an aversion to Maine winters). Once 
his works of fiction allowed him to earn 
an income in any place of his choosing, he 
built in Castine a house (the “Ark”) with a 
large library, and settled in.

It was not to be. He had been captured 
by the romance and climate of California. 
His nephew, Frank Kidder Upham, who 
had trekked with him in 1859 to California 
and pursued a career in journalism in the 
Bay Area, chose, in 1864, to make the U.S. 
Army his career. After his retirement from 
the Army, Upham was in 1892 named to 
the post of treasurer of the National Home 
for Disabled Soldiers in West Los Angeles. 
The position came with a small but very 
pleasant home (the “Rose Cottage”) on the 
120-acre property. Brooks rented a house 
in nearby Santa Monica in which to do 
his writing, and made annual visits there. 
These continued until just before Brooks’s 
death in 1903. The Upham girls went to 
school in Santa Monica and Brooks would 
commute with them to and from the Rose 
Cottage, thus enjoying a full family life. 

At this point in my reading it seemed pos-
sible that my former neighbor on Charles 
Street, Frank Upham (born in Santa Moni-
ca; daughter named Brooks) could be part of 
this story. My wife, Susan, sent a message to 
Frank, who, it seems, is a direct descendant 
in the Brooks/Upham family line, but was 
not aware of this biography of his forebear. 
It is a small world, indeed.

How Can You Borrow Money on a West Village Brownstone Co-op?
By Robert Kroll

How tough could it be to refinance an 
old high-interest $500,000 loan on a nice, 
well-maintained brownstone building in 
the West Village? Damn hard, it turns out!

With interest rates on residential prop-
erties at 3-4% nowadays, I was tempted to 
refinance a 5-year ARM loan presently set 
at 6.8%. Every interest point lower on the 
loan saves about $5000 per year, which is 
not chump change. I want to make it clear 
that I am not talking about the loan on 
my apartment but rather the loan on my 
apartment building, which was taken out 
by the co-op board in the 1990s to raise 
funds for major capital improvements on 

the building.
Here is a sampling of the responses I 

received from bankers to my refinancing 
request:
• “Sorry, I am in the residential lending de-

partment. You need a commercial loan.”
• “Sorry, I am in the commercial lending 

department. You need a residential loan.”
• “Sorry, I only provide loans of more than 

$1 million and you are seeking only half 
that amount.”

• “Sorry, I only lend to corporations with 
income of more than $250,000 per year. 
Your corporation has income of only 
$150,000 per year from co-op share-
holders maintenance fees.

• “Terribly sorry,” (says a government bu-

reaucrat with Freddie Mac). “We only 
loan money to banks. Go to a bank.”

• “Sorry, I am a banker. I loan money to 
people with warm bodies” (are we liz-
ards?) “not corporations that own coop-
eratives occupied by shareholders.”

• “Sorry, my bank doesn’t loan money to 
cooperatives. We are located in Colorado 
and don’t really know what co-ops are.”

• “If you wanted to borrow money on 
your own apartment, I can help. But you 
don’t. You want to borrow on the entire 
apartment building, yet you don’t own it. 
Correct?”

• “You already have a loan on your building. 
What are you trying to do? Pay less inter-
est? Why would I help you with that?”

• “You want to pay off a variable interest 
loan and take out a low interest 30-year 
fixed interest loan? Ha-ha. We don’t 
have a product like that.”

• “You don’t want a product, you want 
money? Ha-ha. We sell products, not 
money. They are apples and oranges.”

• “Who do you think you are: A customer 
for the impossible loan? Try elsewhere.” 

You get the idea. There still are banks. The 
banks still lend money. They don’t lend it to 
you unless you fit into the tight little boxes 
they create. If you don’t fit into one of the 
boxes, you are an apple when you should be 
an orange, or an orange when you should be 
an apple. It can drive you fruity.

IT IS A SMALL WORLD, INDEED. Brooks Upham at 52 Charles Street. Photo by Susan Lamia.
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This month saw a continued proliferation of 
vegan and Mediterranean spots, particularly 
in the Bleecker/Carmine/MacDougal corri-
dor. Some popular bars/restaurants are open-
ing new locations in the West Village, and 
some places that had been limping along for a 
while have finally closed. 

Open
TOP OPENINGS

LLAMA SAN
359 6th Avenue near Washington Place
Villagers may already be familiar with Chef 
Erik Ramirez from his Peruvian fast-casual 
spot Llamita on Carmine Street. Now he 
has opened a second restaurant in the Vil-
lage called Llama San in the space that used 
to be home to La Palapa Rockola (a Mexi-
can restaurant which still has a location in 
the East Village) and then Spanish tapas 
spot Tertulia. Llama San focuses on Nikkei 
cuisine, which combines Peruvian and Jap-
anese ingredients. The menu features many 
raw fish and seafood dishes, and some meat 
dishes. There is also an 11-course tasting 
menu available. The wine list is large and 
varied and there is an ambitious cocktail 
program. Llama San has been a long time 
coming: according to Eater, the restaurant 
was supposed to debut last year but a fire in 
the space pushed back the opening. 

HELEN’S
22 1/2 Ninth Avenue at West 13th Street
Helen’s is the latest Chinese import to arrive 
in New York. Other recent and less recent 
additions are Da Dong, Hao Noodle (with 
two locations in the Village) and Hutong. 
The underground space is decorated with 
lots of gold and Asian themes, reminiscent 
of the old-fashioned restaurants in China-
town, but more upscale. The website ex-
plains that “the lotus wall, which represents 
‘the wheel of life,’ the law of cause and effect 
and reincarnation … took over two months 
to carve by chisel and hand.” There are 
drinks with Asian ingredients and bar bites 
of the dim sum variety available. 

Also Open
Jajaja Plantas Mexicana (63 Carmine 
Street near Bedford Street) is serving veg-
an Mexican food in the space that used to 
house Mr. Dennehy’s Irish Pub & Restau-
rant. As with many vegan spots, there are 
meat-sounding options on the menu, such 
as bacon, which is really shitake mushrooms 
and chorizo which is a mix of vegetables. 
There are also sour cream and eggs listed 
which are presumably something else en-
tirely. The Infatuation thinks that if you’re 
a vegan you may like it, but if you’re not, 
you’ll do much better elsewhere. Accord-
ing to Vegworld Magazine, Copper Branch 
Plant Based Power Food (195 Bleecker 
Street between MacDougal Street and 6th 
Avenue) is the world’s largest plant-based 
restaurant chain. The company opened their 
first location in Montreal in 2014, and they 
now operate over 65 restaurants worldwide, 
with plans to quickly expand to 200. Break-
fast is offered all day, with other options like 
bowls, soups, “burgers,” etc. available as well. 
In addition to being vegan, the food is also 
mostly non-GMO, organic, and has many 
gluten-free options. For vegan Mediter-
ranean food there is Nefista Vegan Kofte 
(106 MacDougal Street between Bleecker 
and West 3rd Streets) which is owned by 
a Turkish company founded in 2008 with 
8 locations in Turkey. A kofte is a Turkish 
meatball which comes in different shapes 
and sizes and is usually grilled. Olympia 
Pita (126 MacDougal Street near West 3rd 
Street) claims to be “Mediterranean Food 
at it’s (sic) Best.” The original restaurant in 
Brooklyn, which was previously known as 
“Olympic Pita,” is famous for its delicious 
housemade laffa, a sort of large and puffy 
pita. The sandwiches come on either pita 
or laffa, and include the usual offerings of 
falafel and shwarma, but also the less com-
monly seen Sabich (hard-boiled egg, hum-
mus and eggplant) and Chicken Schnitzel. 
There was a midtown west location for a 
while, but it closed in the last year. The res-
taurant is kosher. In keeping with the Medi-
terranean theme, Taboonette (80 Carmine 
Street, near 7th Avenue South) has opened 
a new branch in the Village. A taboon is a 
clay oven, and some of the dishes are cooked 
in one. In addition to pita sandwiches, there 
are hummus bowls which you can get with 
a variety of toppings. Unlike Olympia Pita, 
Taboonette is not kosher (pulled pork is on 
the menu), but the breakfast offerings are 
much like what you would find in Israel. For 
vegan desserts, one option is the new Van 
Leeuwen at 113 MacDougal Street (near 
Minetta Lane). In addition to their regular 
ice cream, they also serve vegan ice cream, 
and with one of their vegan chocolate chip 
cookie you can make a plant-based cookie 
sandwich (which somehow does not sound 
that appealing). Asian import Koi Thé (189 
Bleecker Street between 6th Avenue and 
Downing Street) has opened its first U.S. lo-
cation. On the menu are Flavored Tea, Milk 
Tea, Chewy Tea, Macchiato and Tea Latte. 
For all of these you can choose your ice level 
and sugar level, and toppings such as Gold-
en Bubble and Konjac Jelly are available for 

some of the drinks. Starmatter New York 
(47 Greenwich Avenue between Charles 
and Perry Streets) sports hemp plants in 
the window and describes itself as “New 
York’s high-touch concept shop curating the 
world’s finest brands and hosting conversa-
tions inspired by cannabis.”
 
Closed/Closing
Kusharista (106 MacDougal Street be-
tween Bleecker and West 3rd Streets) 
served Egyptian street food with an em-
phasis on kushari which is a sort of grain 
bowl with lentils, but they recently vacated 
the premises. Mekki (15 West 8th Street be-
tween 5th Avenue and MacDougal Street) 
opened in June, 2018 and served updated 
Moroccan food. The owner, Mekki Karrak-
chou, hoped the restaurant would become a 
neighborhood hangout, but unfortunately 
it never really caught on. The Woodstock 
(446 West 14th Street between Washing-
ton Street and 10th Avenue) which served 
high-quality cocktails for $10 and $15 piz-
zas in a space near the High Line has gone 
the way of the plans for the 50th anniversa-
ry concert. Raviolo (57 7th Avenue South, 
near Bleecker Street) was a tiny Italian res-
taurant that took over the space that had 
briefly housed Bobwhite Lunch and Supper 
Counter. Now, two years after it opened, it 
is no longer around to serve its eponymous 
dish. The owners also ran Mulino a Vino on 
14th Street which closed last year. *FK* (330 
Bleecker Street near Christopher Street), an 
Italian swimwear store, closed after about 
a year and a half on Bleecker Street. Also 
on Bleecker, the Gant Store (353 Bleeck-
er Street between Charles and West 10th 
Streets) has been holding an 80% off sale in 
preparation for closing. 

Coming Soon
For many years, there was an old-fashioned 
caffé on MacDougal Street called Caffé 
Dante. Four years ago it was taken over by 
an Australian couple and transformed into 
a bar whose theme is Negronis. It has be-
come extremely popular, and this summer it 
was named “Best American Restaurant Bar” 
by the Tales of the Cocktail Foundation at 
their annual meeting in New Orleans. The 
owners are now planning to open Dante 
West Village at 551 Hudson Street (at 
Perry Street), another bar whose focus will 
be Martinis in a building we have heard is 
owned by the Gottliebs. Part of the space 
had been a Portuguese restaurant called Al-
fama, and later an Italian restaurant called 
Spasso. In April of 2017, we received an 
email from a reader who bemoaned the 
closing of his local newspaper/candy store at 
551 Hudson Street. This space, which at the 
time was rumored to have a monthly rent 
of $6000, will also be incorporated into the 
new bar. The venue at the corner of West 
4th Street and Bank Street which used to 
be Hamilton Ice Cream Parlor (which was 
owned by the same folks who owned Café 
Minerva just up the street which also closed 
and is now St. Tropez) will become a cham-
pagne and oyster bar called The Riddler (51 
Bank Street). The first Riddler opened in 

San Francisco in 2017, and the new loca-
tion, like the original, will feature over 100 
champagnes by the bottle (as well as a large 
selection by the glass). The owner and in-
vestors are all women, and the restaurant’s 
motto is “Hello, old friend,” which is sten-
ciled in gold on the window. The space that 
used to be Ellary’s Greens will now re-open 
as Nami Nori (33 Carmine Street between 
Bleecker and Bedford Streets), a Japanese 
restaurant featuring temaki or sushi hand 
rolls from a group of Masa alums. Restau-
rants at 64 Carmine Street (between Bed-
ford and Varick Streets) have not lasted very 
long recently. The location housed Gentilly 
Kitchen + Bar, a restaurant serving New Or-
leans food, and after that Juice & Java. Now, 
signage is up for a new spot called Sveta 
which appears to be the name of the owner, 
who speaks in a strong Russian accent. 

Other
A reader alerted us to the goings-on at Baby 
Brasa (173 Seventh Avenue South at the 
corner of Perry Street), of which we had been 
entirely oblivious. After serving its Peruvian 
Rotisserie Chicken and Pisco Sours since 
May 2017, it has been closed by the City De-
partment of Consumer Affairs for operating 
illegally: it turns out that they never applied 
for or secured an unenclosed-cafe permit 
or a liquor license permit for their outdoor 
tables. In addition, they also had violations 
regarding unauthorized changes to the fa-
çade. We contacted Village Preservation for 
more information, and we learned that the 
owners of the restaurant (including chef and 
former underwear model Franco Noriega) 
made changes to the building without per-
mits including painting the building, install-
ing signage (a neon sign and the ‘art wall’ or 
‘graffiti wall’ which has said various things 
over time and now says “Maybe Baby”) and 
installing an awning. In order to clear the 
Landmarks violations, the owners applied for 
a permit to have the changes legalized but in 
May the Landmarks Preservation Commis-
sion (LPC) asked for changes to the proposal 
which as far as we know were never made or 
presented to the LPC. Osteria 57 (57 West 
10th Street between 5th and 6th Avenues) 
has upgraded from a wine and beer license 
to a full liquor license. This excellent Italian 
pescatarian restaurant will now be serving 
cocktails (and mocktails), and I can’t wait 
to try the Spirit Bird (Basil infused Tequila, 
Pineapple puree, Hibiscus, Agave, Lime). 
The Hemingway Daiquiri, which is usually 
made with grapefruit juice, here resembles a 
traditional daiquiri with the addition of mint 
(Rum, Lime Juice, Fresh Mint, Cane syrup, 
Bitters). Murray’s Mac and Cheese (250 
Bleecker Street at the corner of Leroy Street), 
the pop-up next door to Murray’s Cheese 
which was slated to run through June looks 
like it will continue to operate for the fore-
seeable future (the “For Rent” sign has finally 
been removed). 

We need your help! Please email us with 
any additional sightings at wvnewsinout@
gmail.com
Photos by Chris Manis and Darielle Smolian.

by Caroline Benveniste
OUTand

IN 
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A View from the Kitchen
By Isa Covo

When we moved to the Village over thirty 
years ago there were several bookstores in the 
area, some small and intimate, a few large. 
There was a largish bookstore just around the 
corner from where I live, where I bought my 
first book by Kazuo Ishiguro, (which was his 
first book also), A Pale View of the Hills. The 
place is now a bar. The former site of Barnes 
& Noble, at the corner of West 8th Street 
and Sixth Avenue, has been empty for many 
years. A small (more recent) but lively store 
on Bleecker Street near Cornelia Street has 
also closed, and Bookmarc, owned by Marc 
Jacobs is not really a bookstore, but a trendy 
shop with some coffee table books. It has re-
placed a lovely and welcoming one called Bi-
ography, whose owners opened another store 
with the whimsical name Bookbook, but that 
has also closed. The Oscar Wilde Bookshop 
on Christopher Street has been gone for over 
ten years. 

Still, there are places around where one 
can linger and leaf through the stacks. Of 
course, everybody goes to Barnes and Noble 
on Union Square, and the very famous and 
interesting Strand Bookstore on Broadway. 
However, there are jewels remaining in the 
West Village and here are three of them, dif-
ferent from each other but all worth a visit.
UNOPPRESSIVE NON-IMPERIALIST BAR-

GAIN BOOKS (34 Carmine Street) has been 
at this location for twenty-five years. It is 
not very large, but one is amazed by the 
choice and variety of the titles and genres it 
contains. Almost all the books have bargain 
prices, and almost all reflect the owner’s 

eclectic taste. Whatever are one’s interests, 
one is sure to find books that match them. 
I had been looking for E. B. White’s Here is 
New York for a long time, and there it was. 
Not only is the bookstore interesting, its 
owner Jim Drougas and salesman Joseph 
are interesting as well. Jim wears his hair 
long and grey under a cowboy hat. Joseph’s 
hair (topped with a stocking hat) and beard 
are also grey, and his face is weathered. 
Both men are very relaxed and pleasant to 
talk to. Absolutely recommended.
THREE LIVES & COMPANY (154 W. 10 
Street) is another independent very popular 
bookstore. It was founded in 1968 by three 
women—hence its name. It is the oldest 
bookstore remaining in the same location 
in this area. It has a cozy old-fashioned 
look with an excellent selection of books, 
some of which are not often found in other 
stores. My latest purchase was a book of 
Japanese prints collected by Van Gogh; I 
was thrilled. The venue also hosts periodic 
events and readings worth attending. (No 
picture-taking allowed, as per a staffer.)
LEFT BANK BOOKS (41 Perry Street) is a 
tiny store with a selection of rare, mostly 
art, books. It opened just four months 
ago, but already it seems to have found a 
niche in the neighborhood. The hosts are 
young, very charming, and ready to help 
and explain their selection. I saw a marvel-
ous pop-up children’s book by Gorey that 
I did not even know existed, and some very 
tempting photography books.

We should patronize our independent 
stores and stick to the brick-and-mortar lest 
they disappear and are replaced with unex-
citing venues, if they are replaced at all. It is 
disheartening to see all those empty, at times 
decrepit, storefronts. Those of us who share 
this neighborhood should make a serious ef-
fort to maintain it as the vibrant, creative, 
and cultural place that attracted us here in 
the first place. Another advantage is that by 
not ordering online you avoid the packaging 
that I see accumulating daily with the gar-
bage, which is sometimes bulkier than the 
household scraps.

WhiteHorseTavern
567 Hudson Street, Corner of West 11th Street

Unchanged Since 1880

Orange Walnut Raisin Oatmeal Cookies
By Isa Covo

When these cookies are baking, the whole kitch-
en, and even the house, fills with wonderful 
aromas. I usually make them on Hallowe’en 
for trick or treaters and they have almost be-
come a tradition. Check the oven temperature 
as these cookies should remain a little soft.

INGREDIENTS

2 cups unbleached all-purpose flour, sifted
1 to 1¼ cups granulated sugar
2 ½ teaspoons baking powder
½ teaspoon baking soda
¼ teaspoon salt
1 rounded teaspoon grated nutmeg
1 rounded teaspoon ground cinnamon
¼ teaspoon ground cloves
½ teaspoon vanilla extract
½ teaspoon pure orange extract (optional)
1 cup mild vegetable oil, preferably saf-
flower, canola, or grapeseed
2 eggs beaten
juice and rind from one large orange
2 ½ cups quick cooking rolled oats
½ cup rolled oats
¾ cup chopped walnuts
¾ cup dark raisins

DIRECTIONS 

In a large mixing bowl, sift together the 
flour, sugar, baking powder, salt, nutmeg, 
cinnamon and cloves. In another bowl, 

beat the eggs, add the oil, the orange 
juice and rind, and mix very well. Add 
the extracts and blend well.

Add the second mixture to the first one in 
the large bowl and beat until very smooth.

Mix the rolled, quick cooking oats, rai-
sins and walnuts and fold them into the 
mixture in the large bowl. 

Heat the oven to 375 degrees and drop 
the batter by tablespoonfuls about one 
inch apart onto a cookie sheet lined with 
parchment paper.

Bake in the middle of the oven from 
12 to 15 minutes, or until the cookies be-
gin to color on the edges. Turn the bak-
ing tray around halfway through baking.
Cool on racks and proceed in the same 
way with the rest of the batter.

YIELD: About five dozen cookies.  
Note: the recipe can be halved.

UNOPPRESIVE NON-IMPERIALIST BAR-
GAIN BOOKS. Photos by Isa Covo.

LEFT BANK BOOKS.
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continued on page 17

A Community Invitation from  
West Village Wellness 
West Village Wellness October aims to 
educate the neighborhood on how to avoid 
and what to do about tick-borne illnesses.

On October 13th, at 2:00 pm, West Vil-
lage Wellness will have our monthly event at 
the WestBeth Community Room, entrance 
on Bank Street between Washington Street 
and West Street (the Westside Highway), 
free of charge and all are welcome to at-
tend. Almost two years ago, Ilana Aminov, 
Pharmacist at Grove Drug and Drug Mart, 
and I brainstormed on what we could do 
to give back to our beloved neighborhood 
by educating through entertainment. With 
the support of WestBeth Artist Residences 
(WestBeth.org), we donated our time and 
efforts to cultivate a place for community 
well being and enrichment of ideas. We 
have medically educated speakers come to 
inform the neighborhood on issues we care 
about such as October’s topic of Tick-Borne 
illnesses like Lyme Disease. I usually open 
the meeting with conversation dealing with 
personal matters, talking about related is-
sues like nourishment for the soul as well as 
the body. We do movement exercises, sing, 
read poetry, and have musical performers. 
We help foster community in a time when 
civility seems scarce. In the last half hour 
of the two-hour program, we share a meal, 
salads, tuna/chicken/vegetarian roll-ups and 
such, kindly provided by Michael at Tavern 
on Jane, to emphasize the social aspects. We 
also serve sodas and wine for those who en-

joy a sip. I’ve lived on West 12th Street for 
29 years and have seen tremendous and ter-
rible change—too many Starbucks and not 
enough affordable grocery stores, too many 
entitled overly wealthy white snobs and not 
enough diversity, too many homeless and not 
enough hopefulness. What happened to Our 
Community? I thought gentrification only 
affected poor neighborhoods until I survived 
through this chaotic tragic transformation. 
Being poor in a rich neighborhood is a bitch.  

West Village Wellness was created to 
help us come together as a united com-
munity of folks from the neighborhood, 
building friendships and an encouraging 
environment. We really want all New York-
ers to come—curious visitors, anyone feel-
ing isolated or lonely, Gay, Straight, Black 
or White, Green or Gray, we are more alike 
than different. So come meet your neigh-
bors and make new friendships, share your 
thoughts or just listen and learn. You are in-
vited to join us—remember too, we are here 
the second Sunday of every month. We are 
in the process of setting up a monthly food 
bank with the help of Trader Joe’s and West-
View News and also developing a mentoring 
program for older adults to “adopt” or com-
mit time to a young person in need. 

To reach West Village Wellness by email: 
westvillagewe@gmail.com or 551-333-3020 
for voicemail. West Village Wellness is non-
profit and always absolutely free. 

—Michael Drew Embrey

Save Our Street
Why We Started the West 
Washington Place Block 
Association and Recap of the 
WWPBA Kickoff Meeting 

By Nancy Wyden & Rosalind Resnick 

When we first met on the 39 5th Avenue 
coop board almost 20 years ago we had no 
idea that one day, long after we had sold our 
apartments, we would find ourselves neigh-
bors once again—this time as residents of 
West Washington Place, a charming two-
block street west of Washington Square 
Park lined with leafy trees and historic red 
brick townhouses, and that once again we 
would be joining forces to rally our neigh-
bors to fight for the community we love. 

Several months ago, we bumped into 
each other at the Strand Bookstore that 
Nancy runs and started talking about our 
frustrations with the mounting problems 
of crime, drugs and trash on our block. Ro-
salind, a veteran journalist and Internet en-
trepreneur, owns and rents out seven town-

houses in the West Village, two of them 
down the street from where she lives. Her 
tenants were complaining about the block’s 
problems as well, which, we agreed, had 
now become a crisis. Something had to be 
done. Drug addicts were brazenly smok-
ing crack on the stoop of Rosalind’s house. 
There were homeless people camped out 
under a New York University building’s 
scaffolding on the end of the block near 
Washington Square Park. Calls to the 6th 
Precinct, New York University, and city 
agencies went unheeded. The message was 
clear: if we wanted to solve these problems, 
we would have to do it on our own.

Over breakfast at the Waverly Diner we 
sought advice from Rosalind’s old friend 
Lue Ann Eldar, Co-President of the West 
9 th  Street Block Association. With Lue 
Ann’s guidance, we mapped out a game plan 
for our new West Washington Place Block 
Association. Our agenda was to work with 
police and city agencies to make our block 
safer and more secure, beautify our street 
with flowers and plants in our tree wells, 

raise money for holiday wreaths and decora-
tions, and, of course, host block parties to 
celebrate with our neighbors and share the 
joy of living in the West Village. We start-
ed spreading the word through emails and 
flyers. Replies and feedback were immedi-
ate. Some of our neighbors said, “It’s about 
time!” Others asked, “How can I help?”

We scheduled our kickoff meeting for 
September 18th at Rosalind’s townhouse 
at 122 Washington Place. The response 

was tremendous—not just from neighbors, 
but from city and state officials too. Other 
nearby block association organizers prom-
ised to attend, as did Father John Baptist 
Hoang from St. Joseph’s Church in Green-
wich Village (on the corner of Washington 
Place and Sixth Avenue) who offered to 
help us address the issue of homelessness 
in a caring and compassionate way, and a 
representative from New York State Sena-

The West 13th Street Alliance’s Fall 
Community Programming Offerings 
This past summer, the West 13th Street 
Alliance held several events to bring 
neighborhood residents together, includ-
ing Bird Bingo and a series of histori-
cal and cultural lectures. The Alliance’s 
Community Programming initiative is 
dedicated to creating opportunities for 
the kind of connection and community 
that are essential to health and wellbeing. 

One new offering for the Fall will be a 
unique “Tea and Conversation” program 
at Integral Yoga Institute on October 22, 
November 19 and December 17 from 2 
to 3 p.m. Admission is free and the pro-
grams are led by lifelong Integral Yoga 
practitioner and teacher trainer (and West 
Village resident) Kali Coline Morse.

A new lecture from local guide and 
author of four Manhattan guide books, 
Alfred Pommer, follows his very popular 
and well-received summer event “Explor-
ing the Original West Village.” Pommer’s 
upcoming lecture is on Wednesday, No-
vember 13th from 6 to 7:30 p.m. at Lenox 
Health Greenwich Village (200 West 
13th Street). He will include an extensive 
slide show of photographs he has assem-
bled of the original West Village. 

The Alliance will also be hosting free 
Chair Yoga classes at the Institute, the 
Church of the Village and Lenox Health 
Greenwich Village as part of The West 
13th Street Alliance’s Community Pro-
gramming. Chair Yoga is a great way to 

discover the benefits of Yoga even if you’ve 
never practiced before. The first session, at 
Integral Yoga (227 West 13th Street), will 
be on Friday, October 18th from 3:30 to 
4:30 p.m. On Friday November 15th, the 
second session will be at The Church of 
the Village (201 West 13th Street) from 
3:30 to 4:30. The December session will 
be at Lenox Health Greenwich Village on 
a date and time to be announced.

Birgitte Philippides-Delaney, President 
of The West 13th Street Alliance, says 
the feedback for the summer offerings 
was overwhelmingly positive. “Neighbors 
came together to learn, to play and to en-
joy each other’s company, which was ex-
actly what we hoped for,” she said. “This 
program fits perfectly with The West 13th 
Street Alliance’s mission to improve the 
quality of life on West 13th Street be-
tween 7th and Greenwich Avenues and 
its neighboring areas.”

Wayne Kawadler, Director of Com-
munity Relations at Lenox Health GV 
and Chandra/Jo Sgammato, Executive 
Director of Integral Yoga Institute are 
Co-Executive Directors of Community 
Programming for The West 13th Street 
Alliance. They are interested in hearing 
from the community with your ideas for 
programs that promote connection and 
fun. Please email them at w13thstreetal-
liance@gmail.com.

—West 13th Street Alliance

NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS

ROSALIND RESNICK AND NANCY WYDEN, co-organizers of The West Washington Place 
Block Association, aim to deal with drugs, crime and homelessness on their street west of 
Washington Square Park. Photo courtesy of Rosalind Resnick.
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health care services, both professional  
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Call Tim Ferguson at (212) 625-2547
or drop in to 198 Avenue of The Americas 
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Continuity Home Health Care

Where Healing Continues...

tor Brad Hoylman’s office.
We welcomed the neighbors to the kick-

off meeting with wine and cheese. After 
we made our introductory remarks, four 
6th Precinct officers (names and phone 
numbers are listed below) listened to the 
problems voiced by block residents and of-
fered their advice for dealing with drugs 
and crime on our street. In addition to 
telling us to call 911 and 311 to report 
incidents, they also gave us their business 
cards and encouraged us to call or email 
them directly and send photos and vid-
eos. Although these calls and emails may 

not always lead to an arrest (because the 
city’s new laws have limited the power of 
the police to arrest drug offenders and lock 
them up), the officers will show up on our 
street and make their presence known. The 
best way to rid our street of drug users and 
dealers, the officers said, is to reach out to 
the press and tell the media what’s going 
on—which we are definitely going to do!

After the officers left, we went around 
the room to give everybody a chance to 
speak out about their problems on the 
block. There were parents with little kids, 
older people who’ve lived on the block for 
decades, young professionals, townhouse 

owners and apartment renters. The com-
plaints were all the same: drugs, crime, and 
a city government that doesn’t seem to care 
enough to do anything to help the people 
who live on our street. We also spoke about 
the larger issues of homelessness and men-
tal health, and how we can make our block 
accessible to everyone, residents and non-
residents alike. 

After everybody had a chance to speak, 
we asked for volunteers to head up com-
mittees that will work to find solutions to 
the problems of security, homelessness and 
trash, and lead our fundraising and media 
outreach efforts. The response was enor-

mous, and we encourage anyone else who 
wants to serve on a committee to volunteer. 
We need all the help we can get.

Forming a block association is only the 
first step, of course, and we still have a long 
way to go before our problems are solved. 
But now that we understand the power of a 
grass-roots community effort to make our 
voices heard, we feel confident that we will 
finally succeed in getting people in govern-
ment to pay attention. We look forward to 
getting to know our neighbors better, and 
working with them to make West Wash-
ington Place, once again, a place that we 
are proud to call home.

IMPORTANT DATES
WWPBA Halloween Party
Oct. 26th, 7:00 p.m. to midnight 
122 Washington Place (costumes optional) 
WWPBA Block Association Meeting
Nov. 6th, 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
St. Joseph’s Church

Here are the names, phone numbers, and 
email addresses of the police officers who 
attended the meeting:

Sector A: Washington Place between 
MacDougal St. and 6th Ave.
•  Police Officer Annalee Simon   

annalee.simon@nypd.org 
•  Police Officer Brian Garcia   

brian.garcia@nypd.org 

Sector C: Washington Place between 
6th Ave. and 7th Ave.
•  Police Officer David James   

david.james@nypd.org 
•  Police Officer Nicholas Virgilio  

nicholas.virgilio@nypd.org

6th Precinct Phone Numbers

•  6th Precinct-212.741.4811
•  Community Affairs-212.741.4826
•  Crime Prevention-212.741.4827
•  Domestic Violence-212.741.4800
•  Youth Officer-212.741.4828
•  Auxiliary Coordinator-212.741.2032
•  Detective Squad-212.741.4841

WWPBA continued from page 16



18   WestView News  October 2019 www.westviewnews.org

Finest Hour
By Catherine Revland

The first article of a four-part series, 
You Must Remember This, about World 
War II and its relevance to our times

“The rape of Poland by both Hitler and Stalin 
meant that the two greatest totalitarian states in 
the world were in partnership against us. And 
what were we? A group of small islands led by 
Chamberlain nervously biting his thumb.”—
Commander Ian Fleming, British Naval Intel-
ligence, future creator of James Bond

On September 3rd, 1939, 80 years ago last 
month, Great Britain and France declared 
war on Nazi Germany and World War II 
officially began. What happened during the 
150 days that followed is still known as “the 
phony war” because what happened was—
nothing. Or so it seemed. What the pub-
lic didn’t know until the 1970s, when the 
declassification of World War II archives 
began, was that a great deal was happening 
during that time, all of it clandestine. 

Days after Prime Minister Neville Cham-
berlain’s declaration, three powerful men 
formed a pact to wage a secret war of resis-
tance against Nazi Germany. Among them-
selves they called it by different names—the 
twilight war, the Baker Street Irregulars, the 
Ministry of Ungentlemanly Warfare—but 
their mission couldn’t have been more seri-
ous: to recruit, train, and integrate anti-fas-
cist activists from many professions, rarely 
military, but courageous, brilliant, daring, 
tenacious, risk-taking secret-keepers, most 
of them anonymous to this day—who qui-
etly changed the course of history. 

Alarmed by the rise of far-right extrem-
ism in the United States, including pro-
Nazi members within his own adminis-
tration, President Franklin Roosevelt was 
the instigator of this resistance, convinced 

it was his only option. Bypassing Prime 
Minister Chamberlain, he sent a carefully 
worded letter to Winston Churchill, first 
lord of the British Admiralty at the time, 
inviting him to enter into a “confidential 
information exchange.” Churchill was in-
terested. Although he no longer had any 
authority over Parliament, he knew some-
one who did. In perilous times the coun-
try’s ultimate authority was the king, and 
George VI fully supported the cause. 

INTREPID 
Churchill wasted no time in convincing 
journalist Ian Fleming to leave his desk 
job and work in the Office of Naval Intel-
ligence at Downing Street. There, under 
code name 17F, he was assigned to gather 
intelligence by infiltrating groups of Nazi 
sympathizers. But such a dangerous task 
first required a trip to Camp X in Canada, 
where he was trained in covert operations 
by British commandos “in the best spy sto-
ry tradition,” as he later wrote. The camp 
was financed by William Stephenson, code 
name INTREPID, a wealthy Canadian 
businessman and FDR’s liaison between 
the FBI and British Intelligence, a history 
that is virtually unknown to this day. 

Fleming learned a lot about espionage 
that he later fictionalized in his James 
Bond novels, but Stephenson told his bi-
ographers that, unlike 007, he never killed 
anyone. His cover was being himself, a 
traveling businessman and a good listener. 
He was soon transmitting vital informa-
tion to Downing Street, and much of it 
was alarming, especially a German word 
he frequently heard called blitzkrieg. What 
does it mean? “Lightning war,” they told 
him. “The secret will be speed, but also our 
new communication machines—fantastic, 
invincible, the best in the world.” 

In April of 1940 the phony war ended 

with devastating speed when Germany 
demonstrated to the world the meaning of 
blitzkrieg. Six countries fell like dominos 
in six weeks—Denmark, Norway, Belgium, 
Holland, Luxembourg, and France. The re-
action in Whitehall was swift: confronted 
in Parliament with cries of “In the name 
of God, go!” Chamberlain stepped down, 
and the king appointed Churchill to replace 
him. The tide had turned, but it turned too 
late. Severed from the European continent 
from the Arctic to Gibraltar, England was 
now a small, vulnerable island in the middle 
of a Nazi sea. 

THE BLITZ

1940 was turning out to be a very bad year. 
And then it got worse. From September to 
November the Luftwaffe bombed London 
and every major city every day, a deliber-
ate act of terror that targeted not soldiers or 
military installations but civilians. The ca-
sualty rate of RAF pilots was staggering, as 
was the sinking of their destroyers and mer-
chant ships. Then came the shocking news 
that the code-breakers at Bletchley had de-
crypted German plans for an invasion: “RAF 

destroyed by mid-September, occupation by 
end of month.” With no time to lose, all of 
Britain’s military secrets were shipped to the 
United States for safekeeping, including a 
newly invented, vastly improved version of a 
developing technology called radar. 

On October 6th a small group of the sci-
entific elite gathered around a table at Bell 
Labs to watch a demonstration of Britain’s 
most valuable asset. Decades later they re-
flected on the lasting impact of that moment: 
“The atmosphere was electric.” “Imagine our 
excitement.” “What lay on that table proved 
to be the salvation of the allied cause.” “Abso-
lutely vital.” So desperate was the need for the 
magnetron that a Bell Labs team replicated 
a working model in less than two months, 
ready for mass production. “We had to move 
fast,” one of them recalled. “We had to, and 
so we did. It was Bell Labs’ finest hour.” And 
that was just the beginning. 

  
“463 West Street: The Manhattan Project’s 
Second-Best-Kept Secret” will appear in 
the November issue—Part 2 of You Must 
Remember This.

DURING THE FALL OF FRANCE alone, 100,000 children were separated from their parents 
and evacuated to the countryside for safety, a traumatic experience for all. Credit: Imperial 
War Museum. 

with the same document, including El-
ephant and Castle.

I called Erik Bottcher, the chief of staff 
for Councilman Corey Johnson, and he was 
genuinely alarmed and gave me two very good 
contacts, the first being a non-profit legal or-
ganization that identifies crooked legal scams. 
The legal organization offered me a news ar-
ticle that seemed identical to this scam and re-
ported that the lawyer had been disbarred and 
fled to Florida where he evidently got another 
lawyer to front for him, and started the racket 
up again. Now here he was just two blocks 
away walking down Greenwich Avenue 
handing out fraudulent summonses (hey, wait, 
wasn't  this a crime in  process—shouldn't the 
police know and stop this guy?).

I called our 6th Precinct Community Af-
fairs officer, the very nice James Alberici, 
and caught him almost speechless. I mean 
standing in the Chase bank with a revolver 
and a plastic bag to scoop up the cash is a 
crime in process but a guy handing out nine 

pages of nearly undecipherable legal lan-
guage is not a crime until we get the details.

The news clipping said the crooked lawyer 
has to start with a for-real handicapped per-
son, and in the case cited it was a gentleman 
who because of an injury had been confined 
to a wheelchair. When the authorities dis-
covered him he was quite well and greeted 
them standing and explained he got a fee of 
$500 for every case they filed on his behalf.

The handicapped association was also 
very helpful and really knew of these cases 
and corrected me several times, saying that 
they use “disabled” rather than “handi-
capped” and told me that currently there 
were 10,000 such fraudulent cases going 
on in the country as we spoke.

Now, I got agitated here—was this paid 
process server for this crooked lawyer walk-
ing through the Village handing out sticky 
legal fraud traps while the cops were doing 
nothing? Then I got the idea that maybe, 
just maybe at police headquarters there 
was a department that kept track of these 

more elaborate and protracted scams, so I 
called the Police Press Office and asked for 
a “humanoid” and got a less than human 
voice  telling me I had to write an email 
explaining what I wanted and then maybe 
somebody might call back—I hung up.

So here was a slow spreading nasty ex-
pensive insidious shake down being com-
mitted as I sat there and I could do nothing 
about it. For the police it was not a crime 
and never would be—indeed it was and is a 
perfectly legal crime.

And then I thought—if only WestView 
were online—if only we had the email ad-
dresses of all the people who liked and read 
our paper and I could just write what I have 
just written above and “click”... it goes out to 
thousands of West Villagers, some of whom 
are shopkeepers who just got served “your 
entry way is not in legal compliance—give 
us money and we will go away.”

OK, that is what I am determined to 
do—first with your help and permission: 
acquire your email address and then send 

you “hot news” as soon as we know it. We 
will also send you a reminder of important 
meetings that are happening that day.

What I would like you to have on your 
screen every morning is something like:

“Good Morning from WestView. Today 
will be sunny, with a high of 71, low of  61. 
Community Board Number 2 has a 6:00 
PM meeting at PS 41 to discuss support of 
community newspapers.”

So now read what I just wrote above and see 
if this is what you might have written to me:

“I think it is a good idea for WestView to 
have my email address and send me really 
valuable information about the Village as 
it happens...” To achieve this, please email 
westviewarticles@gmail.com.

Up until now WestView has been a 
monthly publication but things happen all 
the time and we have to catch that nasty 
lawyer that is serving his “got you now” 
fake lawsuits as you read this. We all indi-
vidually “View” the West Village. Now we 
can collectively offer our views.

Thief  continued from page 1
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NEW EATS: Ariccia at 14 Bedford Street

A piadina, originating in 1371, is a thin 
Italian flatbread typically prepared in the 
historic Romagna region of Italy. It is usu-
ally made with white flour, lard or olive oil, 
a little milk, salt, and water. The dough was 
traditionally cooked on a terracotta dish 
but is often cooked on a griddle today. 

Ariccia (646-630-8314), located at 14 
Bedford Street near Downing Street, is open 
from 7:00 a.m. till 10:00 p.1

m. It is a comfortable and well-designed 
little restaurant which serves only piadina for 
breakfast, lunch, and dinner in a lovely square 
room with three wooden tables and chairs 
and a leather Chesterfield couch. It offers 
more than 20 savory and sweet variations to 
eat in, take out, or have delivered by Seam-
less and Grubhub. Named after a comune (an 
Italian township or municipality) southeast 
of Rome, it is at once sophisticated and laid 
back. The breakfast piadina have eggs with 
cheese, tomato, prosciutto, salmon or steak; 
for lunch and dinner, everything from meat-
balls to lamb and chicken Milanese is served, 

accompanied by cheeses and greens, plus a 
vegetarian variety. There are also caramel-
ized bananas, Nutella, strawberries and real 
whipped cream for dessert. I had La Leggen-
da for lunch (roasted rosemary chicken, 
Fontina, portobello and pesto), and shared 
a crème brûlèe with organic berry compote 
and a whiskey creme chocolate sauce with my 
friends. Both dishes were mouth-watering. 
The quality of the pastry is excellent, better 
than other piadina I have eaten. Ariccia im-
ports the dough from Italy; it has a special 
flavor cooked on a griddle. Its owner, Ro-
berto, is a native Italian whose kindness and 
hospitality are evident when one visits Aric-
cia. He wants to make everything beautiful 
and everyone happy. The full name of the res-
taurant is Ariccia Mia Piadina, named after 
Roberto’s mother, Maria Pia, lengthening her 
name in good humor to “Piadina” since she is 
so good at making the pastry. She has cooked 
piadina all her life, provided the recipe for the 
piadina flatbread, and some of the dishes on 
the menu include her name.

ARICCIA  
MARIA PIADINA

MARIA

P IADI NA

Find us on a delivery platform near you
#secretdelivery   •   # IkPiadina

Follow us on IG at #Maria_Piadina

14 Bedford Street  
Between Downing & 6 Avenue

7am - 11pm seven days a week 
Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

Books by Young People,  
at the Jefferson Market Library
By Grace Yamada

Youth-lead movements are on the rise 
globally, and non-fiction publishing is 
trying to meet the swell of teenagers who 
are passionate about advocating for them-
selves and their peers. When I visit schools 
or hold programs in the library, teens are 
always interested in materials that can 
educate and inform them about the world. 
Despite busy lives, teens are paying atten-
tion to the news and visiting the library 
for context, browsing the shelves, bring-
ing research questions to homework labs, 
or talking with library staff. Teen activists 
like Greta Thunberg command the atten-
tion of world leaders and the press, as well 
as energize and inspire thousands of people 
to actively participate in society. Teens with 
first-hand experience of political and social 
issues are publishing memoirs with unprec-
edented frequency, which point towards an 
increase in political engagement. A few 
excellent examples of this genre include I 
Have the Right To by Chessy Prout, How 
Dare the Sun Rise by Sandra Uwiringiy-

imana, and Being Jazz by Jazz Jennings. 
Each of these books represent different, 
and sometimes difficult, perspectives of 
young people, weaving their personal nar-
rative into the complicated tapestry of so-
ciety. The authors, all under 22 years old 
when their books were published, navigate 
significant and dramatic moments in time, 
chronicling the strength they found to 
fight adversity.

Adults and teens may recognize them-
selves in these stories. They will certainly 
find examples of genuine conviction, per-
sonal growth and fierce attitudes, which 
will no doubt motivate readers to find their 
own strength and support those who may 
be overlooked, dismissed or ignored.

Grace Yamada is the young adult librarian 
at the Jefferson Market Library. She at-
tended New York University and the Palmer 
School of Library Science. She works to in-
volve teens in the library through technology, 
art and life skills. She currently serves on the 
NYPL Poetry Committee.

ARRICIA MIA PIADINA, at once sophisticated and laid back, serves delicious flatbread 
sandwiches.
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A collaboration of design visionaries.
KPF. David Rockwell. David Mann. Edmund Hollander. 

Modernism lives in Tribeca.
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Planes or Bombs? 9/11 Revisited
By Barry Benepe

In May 2018, the New York Times pub-
lished a report by Elizabeth Williamson in 
which she told readers how Alex Jones, “an 
online conspiracy theorist,” claimed that 
the Sandy Hook gun massacre of 20 first 
graders and six adults never happened but 
was a “hoax” invented by “government gun-
grabbers.” As a founder of “Info Wars,” he 
claimed that the 9/11 attacks on the World 
Trade Center was an “inside job.”

Some hoaxes never die. A theory simi-
lar to Mr. Jones’ conspiracy theory was 
published in a letter to WestView last year 
in which the “Lawyers Committee” pre-
sented a long-winded bagful of convolut-
ed speculations as “evidence” that a secret 
cabal had planted bombs to go off simul-
taneously on all floors of Buildings 1, 2 
and 7 when each of the planes hit. They 
actually believe that the planes did not 
bring the buildings down. They believe 
the previously placed secret bombs did. 
Their conclusion ranks with the second 
shooter behind the grassy knoll that shot 
President John Kennedy in Dallas and the 
fervid belief that inoculations for chicken 
pox cause autism.

While killing far fewer civilians than the 
bombings of Hiroshima, London, Stalin-
grad, Bremen and Hamburg, just to name 
a few of the murders from the air, this act 
was powerfully destructive to both the in-
frastructure of the city and its inhabitants. 
It is eminently clear that the killer pilots 
who had taken over the controls were bent 
on bringing these two buildings down. The 

corollary destruction of Building 7 was an 
unexpected bonus caused by the collapse 
of the towers. The “Lawyers Committee” 
believes the Building 7 owner set bombs 
there as well to collect an insurance payout.

None of these buildings was fireproof. 
Only reinforced concrete buildings are 
fireproof. I once watched a third floor fire 
in a fireproof building off Gramercy Park 
where I was attending a meeting. Flames 
shot out horizontally through the windows 
like blow torches, fed by furnishings, wir-
ing, decorative woodwork and other com-
bustibles. No adjacent apartments caught 
fire and the fire was soon brought under 
control and we went back to our meeting.

Fire is a hugely unpredictable destructive 
force which has painfully destroyed much 
of our civilization. The bearing frames of 
steel buildings are not fireproof, but fire re-
sistant to the extent of their cross sections, 
placement and coverings. These were de-
signed to resist normal predictable fires, 
not ones brought by air pirates loaded with 
tons of volatile fuel. Steel melts at high 
temperatures, a property used by welders 
and riveters in constructing these build-
ings.The two towers were struck separately 
in a one-two punch that brought them 
down in a relatively short time. Firemen 
were heroically able to evacuate many sur-
vivors nevertheless.

The towers were unique in that their 
exterior skin provided weather protection, 
view, daylight and support for the heavy 
concrete floor slabs and their utilities, fur-
nishings, supplies, equipment, conduits 
and other paraphernalia, some highly 

flammable. Tower One, the first hit as 
workers were getting to their desks, was 
struck so high that Greenmarket farmers 
alongside their trucks on the plaza below 
were not even aware that anything other 
than some remote accident had happened, 
of no danger to them. They continued 
serving their equally undisturbed custom-
ers. No debris rained down. No explosions 
were heard. It was not until 20 minutes 
later when Tower Two was hit that they 
were aware of the gravity of the situa-
tion and walked away from their trucks 
uptown to Federal Plaza where there was 
another market taking place.

Tower Two was struck with such force 
and so much combustible fuel that it re-
ignited Tower One as well in total confla-
gration that enveloped both buildings. No 
signs of secondary explosions either above 
or below this all engulfing blast are visible. 
Molten steel streamed through the narrow 
window openings emptying deadly rivulets 
onto the floors below. As the unsupported 
concrete slabs received the ones collapsing 
on them from above, the entire building 
collapsed all at once in a manner similar to 
the destruction when controlled demoli-
tion takes place.This lead the lawyers, who 
were inexperienced in this sort of phenom-
ena, with the conviction that it must have 
been an inside job, though Osama Bin 
Laden must have thrust his arms to the sky, 
screaming “God is Great.” I find it hard to 
imagine any agent of the US government 
wanting to deliver this prize to him.

So why do I bother to respond? Many 
reasons. First, there must be a basic re-

spect for truth. Second, I am pained when 
otherwise intelligent minds distort events 
to reflect their false beliefs. Third, we all 
owe it to ourselves to seek the truth, not 
just pamper our preconceptions. When 
I stand at the edge of the sea to look at 
the dead level horizon I see the sun rising 
over the flat plane of the sea. Buckmin-
ster Fuller once told me how he took his 
school class to the edge of the ocean at 
sunrise to help them feel the truth of the 
round earth rotating toward the light of 
the distant sun. The “Lawyers Commit-
tee” should be renamed “the Flat Earth 
People.” They must seek truth, not just 
confirmation of their beliefs.

When one or a few Hindus in India 
spread a false allegation that a Muslim man 
had raped a nine-year-old Hindu girl the 
pent-up anger grew into widespread deadly 
rioting. These speculations by the “Law-
yers Committee” are probably not going to 
cause a riot, but they hurt our trust in each 
other and common sense. It is true that the 
greatest advances in medicine and social 
development require challenges to stand-
ing shibboleths, but what useful advance in 
our knowledge is this committee seeking?

Barry Benepe has a Bachelor of Architecture 
from MIT, is a New York State licensed 
architect, a Fellow of the American Institute 
of Architects and a member of the American 
Planning Association. He has served as a 
professional planning consultant for 50 years in 
the New York City Region and in Newcastle 
upon Tyne, England.

Structural Report on World Trade Center 7 Released
University Study Suggests Fire Did 
Not Bring Down WTC7 on 9/11 

By Brian J. Pape, AIA

As we recently passed the 18th anniver-
sary of one of America’s greatest tragedies 
on September 11, 2001, the University of 
Alaska Fairbanks released a report on the 
destruction of the 47-story World Trade 
Center Building 7, which collapsed into its 
footprint, falling more than 100 feet at the 
rate of gravity (‘free-fall’=no obstruction of 
gravity) for a third of its seven-second col-
lapse. According to the National Institute 
of Standards and Technology (NIST), an 
agency of the U.S. Department of Com-
merce, the official cause for the collapse was 
normal office fires. Yet fire alone has never 
brought down a skyscraper before 9/11.

Officials from NIST, after claiming that 
they found no evidence for explosives, ad-
mitted that they did not even look for such 
evidence. They have since refused to con-
sider the evidence when confronted with it. 
Many independent researchers have stud-
ied the collapse of WTC 7 and assembled 
a body of evidence that raises questions 

about the validity of NIST’s conclusions.
In the June 2018 issue of WestView News, 

an editorial stated that the Lawyers Com-
mittee for 9/11 Inquiry (LC) had presented 
their evidence in a 52-page report to the 
US Attorney General in NYC, demanding 
the re-opening of an investigation into 9/11 
by presenting the evidence to a grand jury. 
This week, the Lawyers Committee is filing 
a Federal Complaint against United States 
Attorney Geoffrey Berman for the Southern 
District of New York, William P. Barr, At-
torney General of the United States and the 
Department of Justice for Mandamus Relief 
and Disclosure of Grand Jury Records.

According to the AE911Truth.org web-
site, more than 3,150 Architects & Engi-
neers and 22,787 members of the general 
public have already signed a petition to urge 
Congress to re-open the investigation.

With funding provided by Architects & 
Engineers for 9/11 Truth, Inc., a 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit organization whose purpose is 
to conduct research and educate the pub-
lic about the World Trade Center building 
collapses on 9/11, they partnered with the 
University of Alaska Fairbanks (UAF) in re-
leasing the draft report of a four-year com-

puter modeling study of WTC 7’s collapse 
conducted by researchers in the university's 
Department of Civil and Environmental 
Engineering, College of Engineering and 
Mines (CEM), Institute of Northern Engi-
neering (INE), with J. Leroy Hulsey, Ph.D., 
P.E., S.E., as lead author.

The principal conclusion of the study is that 
fire did not cause the collapse of WTC 7.

This conclusion is based upon a number 
of findings from different analyses. Togeth-
er, the report offers the opinion that fires 
could not have caused weakening or dis-
placement of structural members capable 
of initiating any of the hypothetical local 
failures alleged to have triggered the total 
collapse of the building. The conclusion is 
that the collapse of WTC 7 was  compre-
hensive involving failure of all columns in 
the building nearly simultaneously, and not 
a progressive collapse of columns through-
out the building in a sequential failure.

The release of the draft report begins a 
two-month period during which the pub-
lic is invited to submit comments. The fi-
nal report will be published later this year. 
University of Alaska Fairbanks has pub-
lished it online.

Brian J. Pape is a LEED-AP “green” archi-
tect consulting in private practice, serves on 
the Manhattan District 2 Community Board, is 
co-chair of the American Institute of Architects 
NY Design for Aging Committee, and is the 
WestViewNews.org Architecture Editor.

BUILT IN THE 1980’S, Building 7 would be 
the tallest building in most of our States, at 
47 stories. Credit: AE911truth.org
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Health, Beauty & Wellness
By Hannah Reimann

HARVEST HOME, SATURDAY, OCTOBER 26TH—12 TO 3 PM 

AT ST. JOHN’S IN THE VILLAGE’S, ST. BENEDICT’S COURT-

YARD, featuring samples of Farm to People’s excellent pro-
duce and other delicious food that can be included in their 
delivered boxes to you. There will be music, pumpkin carving 
for the kids and other surprises for everyone. In the event of 
rain, the event will take place indoors in Revelation Gallery.  
Enter by the horsewalk next to 224 West 11th Street.

Cap Beauty partnered with Farm to People one Sep-
tember weekend, offering a tasting of the most delicious 
peaches, Asian pears, tomatoes, hummus and tiny water-
melons. I wanted more! I’ll be sampling their Cook’s Box 
shortly and will review it in WestView’s November issue, 
I’m already sure of the excellent quality and service of 
Farm to People. Created to help consumers have farm-
fresh produce, high-quality bread, cheese, local eggs, mild 
and condiments on delivery once a week or at a schedule 
that suits them. This is especially useful for homebound 
people and those with very busy schedules who want to eat 
healthy, sustainable local food at reasonable prices.  More 
news about Farm to People coming soon! Meanwhile, 
please check out their website or call them for more details.
FARM TO PEOPLE 
Home delivery of healthy organic produce and more
(877) 564-0367
Monday through Friday. 10:00am to 6:00 pm
questions@farmtopeople.com • farmtopeople.com

A Hidden Gem
ELM BOUTIQUE SPA
247 West 11th Street Suite 103 
between West 4th Street at Waverly Place
info@elmspanyc.com
www.elmspanyc.com
Fall is the perfect time for a facial as the air gets drier and 
cooler in New York. Gosia Pedziwiatr’s European educa-
tion as an esthetician, four+ years of schooling in her work, 
is evident from the care and specific processes she choos-
es for each client. The facial she gave me was excellent. 
My skin looks and feels great and I love the products she 
shared with me.

I met Gosia because a retail rep at Otte on Greenwich 

Avenue raved about her facials, treatments and organic cos-
metics to me when I spoke about natural cosmetics. Tucked 
into a basement storefront on 11th Street near West 4th 
Street, it’s easy to miss Elm Spa if you walk by too quickly. 
The menu is simple: facials, waxing and eyebrow & lash ser-
vices. However, there is an extensive list of skincare products 
derived from organic plants from which a facial becomes a 
sensory experience, one with lasting benefits.

There were at least 13 steps; products including a rice 
powder, strawberry-rhubarb exfoliant, a herbal mud mask, 
steam, extractions with yarrow oil to prevent scratching 
the skin, fermented rosehip toner, a mask with reishi and 
snow mushroom, LED red light treatment for 15 minutes, 
a lovely hand and arm massage, Neroli toner, eye cream 
and corrective moisturizer, in this case a delightful aro-
matic blossom from Hawaii called Monoi flower. She took 
her time, 60 minutes.

Gosia is an expert and I believe anyone will benefit from 
her great knowledge and experience with skincare. 

CECILE DENIS, MASTER MAKEUP ARTIST
SISLEY PARIS BOUTIQUE
343 Bleecker Street  
between Christopher and West 10th Streets
212-645-1013   |   646-371-7610
Born, raised and educated in France and first a visual art-
ist, who painted and drew, Cecile has helped me with my 
favorite publicity photos. She is the Sisley Paris Boutique 
manager, brow expert and master makeup artist. She did 
the makeup for my photo for this month’s column. Her vi-
sion of makeup is to naturally beautify every woman with 
excellent products that nurture the skin instead of harm-
ing it, and to enhance each individual’s beauty, not cover 
it up or change it. Sisley Paris Boutique will be having a 
special spa month offer from October 6 to November 1. A 
60 minute facial will be $125 instead of $200, plus other 
great offers.

Basil Weathers 
Plumbing 

52 Bank Street (at West 4th Street)

(845) 866-2329

Basil Weathers
24/7 Plumber
Named as a Favorite Handyman  
in the May issue of WestView News

A resident of the Village since1979, Basil is thoroughly 
knowledgeable about Village pipes and plumbing 
problems, and is available 24/7 to fix sudden  
flooding, frozen pipes, restaurant boilers, and any 
other plumbing issue that may occur.

A cheerful and hard-working local businessman,  
Basil will always give you a fair and honest price  
for your job.

Photo by Alison Morley

 
 

starshowernyc@yahoo.com

VIEWS BY SUZE    

11th Street Café

FARM TO PEOPLE'S fresh produce and excellent products, 
straight from farmers, bakers and other local purveyors 
while in season. Photo by Rachel Steinhauser. 

AUTHOR HANNAH REIMANN'S MAKE-UP BY CECILE  
DENIS. Photo by Steven Burton.

ELM BOUTIQUE SPA's lovely and peaceful interior.  Photo 
by Gosia Pedziwiatr.

Therapist’s Office For Rent
Excellent Village Location

Available Mondays, Fridays  
and Saturdays

Call Christina at 917-957-1895 

Therapist’s Office For Rent
Excellent Village Location

Available Mondays, Fridays  
and Saturdays

Call Christina at 917-957-1895 
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MEDICAL DERMATOLOGY | COSMETIC DERMATOLOGY
MOHS SURGERY | LASER SURGERY

 Bay Ridge
7901 4th Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11209  

718-491-5800 (t)  
718748-2151 (f )

West Village 
67 Perry Street, NY NY 10014

 212-675-5847 (t)  
212-675-7976 (f )

Ronald R. Brancaccio, M.D | Peter Saitta, D.O.  
Sherry H. Hsiung, M.D. | Lisa Gruson,M.D. | Anna Karp, D.O.

The Normalization of Gay

From Oppression to Legalization

By Robert Heide

In New York the “World Pride” month of 
June, 2019, was given over to celebrate gay life 
worldwide and the concept of freedom to be 
who we are—gay, straight, bisexual, and the 
trans categories of transvestite, transsexual, 
and transgender; and queer. Each day in June, 
walking out of my Christopher Street apart-
ment to Sheridan Square, I spent a good deal 
of time meeting and talking with people from 
all over the globe who came to Stonewall Na-
tional Monument to join in on the 50th anni-
versary of Stonewall, the bar where the battle 
between gays and the police occurred. 

I remember the Caffe Cino playwright 
Doric Wilson, who in 1969 was also the head 
bartender at the Boots and Saddles Bar on 
Christopher Street, leading one of the first 
Gay Liberation marches uptown with great 
zest and determination. The aftermath of all 
the fighting and activism that came after—
particularly after the 2015 Supreme Court 
ruling making same-sex marriage legal—has 
in today’s terms brought “Gay” and “Gay 
Pride” into a time of normality. Husbands 
and husbands and wives and wives can now 
adopt children and raise families, and fantas-
tic transgender drags like RuPaul cavort mer-
rily on mainstream television. 

Lately I’ve been thinking back on what it 
meant to be gay when I arrived in New York 
in the early 1960s. In 1961 my play West 
of the Moon opened off Broadway at New 
Playwrights Theatre, which was located 
on the corner of 3rd Street and Thompson 
Street where a deli is today. The play has 
a down-and-out older gay hustler whose 
glory days of living the high life as a young 
professional prostitute are over and who en-
counters a new arrival in town in a doorway 
in The Village during a rainstorm. Drugs, 
sex, and corruption is in the cards as the two 
come together. Panned viciously by most of 
the seven uptown newspaper critics, one of 
whom suggested I break my typewriter over 
my hands, I instead went home and wrote 
another play called The Bed, which was 
produced at the Caffe Cino. This play has 

two men stagnating in a bed drinking booze 
and taking drugs; and for this one I got rave 
reviews. What it meant to be gay when it 
was actually illegal is akin to the drinking 
days of Prohibition, when your drinks, pro-
vided by such as Al Capone, were served in 
a coffee cup in a speakeasy. You did it, but 
you were subject to arrest. 

When the Volstead Act was repealed in 
1933, drinking was normalized, and open 
and riotous fun was to be had by everyone 
at home and out and about, except perhaps 
for the threat in gay bars of the periodic but 
constant police raids such as the one at the 
Stonewall. In the 1960s in The Village, booze 
was to be found everywhere and drinking 
establishments thrived. Among the full-to-
the-brim gay spots were Mary’s and the Old 
Colony, both on 8th Street, and my favor-
ite, Lenny’s Hideaway, a very hot spot with 
a great jukebox, downstairs on 10th Street 
where Small’s Jazz Club is now. At Lenny’s, 
perhaps as a memory of its speakeasy days, a 
special nightcap drink called a Clinker was 
featured, made with brandy and apricot li-
queur served in a brass cup. At Lenny’s I met 
now-well-known regulars like Edward Albee 
(before he wrote The Zoo Story), composer 
Ned Rorem, and Jerry Herman, who wrote 
great Broadway musicals like Hello Dolly, 
Mame, and La Cage Aux Folles. 

My point herein is that, yes, one could not 
“out” oneself in the sixties at an office job; 
and even Broadway actors I knew had to 
pretend to be straight. Gay bars celebrated 
their new freedoms after the Stonewall re-
bellion, unfortunately going too far in the 
seventies with backroom sex parlors; the 
pinnacle of all the excess being the fabulous 
celebrity spot at which to be seen, Studio 54. 
Here a giant, hanging, animated man-in-
the-moon figure lifted a huge spoon to his 
nose and simulated the snorting of cocaine 
above the crowd on the dance floor as they 
joined in, drifting off to the left and right to 
lounges where beds were provided. 

Studio 54 was famously raided (for finan-
cial irregularities) as the seventies ended and 
the eighties began; the eighties almost im-
mediately turning into the “AIDies” decade. 
Gay bars quickly emptied of many of their 
former patrons who wound up in the AIDS 
ward at St. Vincent’s Hospital. 

There has been a sea change that pres-
ents a very different world 50 years on from 
Stonewall. There is a new play entitled The 
Inheritance, which began previews in late 
September on Broadway and was a recent 
big hit in London, that depicts the open 
“new-normal gay” society of today, oddly 
enough drawing on a combination of Tony 
Kushner’s 1991 epic play Angels in Amer-
ica, E. M. Forster’s Howards End, and—
surprise!—Donald Trump. Stay posted!

Robert Heide 25 Plays, available at Ama-
zon, includes essays on the making of the 
plays and the scenario for the Andy Warhol 
film Lupe, which stars the superstar Edie 
Sedgwick. 

NEW (JUNE 2019) STREET SIGN at the 
corner of Gay and Christopher reads in ten 
categories. Photo by John Gilman.
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Karen’s 
Quirky Style
By Karen Rempel  |  Fashion Editor

Fall is in the air—my favorite time of 
year. What a great opportunity to wear 
this delicious jewel-toned dress by An-
drea Thurlow of Engineered by Andrea 
T. You may recall the story about the 
“Dominion Day” dress in the July issue 
of WestView. Andrea made this dress us-
ing extra yardage of the “Dominion Day” 
custom print fabric, incorporating it 
beautifully with glowing garnet-colored 
wool-silk.

This dress deserves the spotlight, and 
I just love the way all the colors of the 
accessories came together to add a subtle 
hint of bling. Each piece enhances the 
others, and together this ensemble pres-
ents the full color spectrum of the fall 
palette. The amber-colored pieces from 
Pippin Vintage Jewelry are my favorites 
for when I want to add deep, rich, golden 
warmth to an outfit.

I look forward to the temperatures 
dropping a few more degrees to feel that 
slight chill and crispness in the air so we 
can start wearing our in-between-the-
seasons lightweight coats and jackets. 
The best time of the year for quirky style! 
See you on the street.

For more stories, style notes, and fun 
photos, see karensquirkystyle.com and 
connect @karensquirkystyle.

GLOWING, GARNET WOOL-SILK DRESS, 
LINED IN SILK CHARMEUSE. Printed fabric 
fragments from the “Dominion Day” dress 
featured in the July issue. Peekaboo front 
pleat (pictured) and unique notched décol-
leté. Engineered by Andrea T., 147 West 
35th Street (by appointment only).

FALL-COLORED QUADRANGLE GLASS 
EARRINGS by Poggi of Paris. Mademoi-
selle Mirabelle, 330 Bleecker Street.

VINTAGE ’50S GOLD AND “ENSTATITE” 
AMBER-COLORED GLASS GEMSTONE 
BRACELET AND RING. Pippin Vintage 
Jewelry, 112 W. 17th Street.

DONNA KARAN COLLECTION GOLD 
SATIN AND RED CROCODILE SLIDES with 
’60s-mod sculptured heels. Rare Donna 
Karan storage sale, next to Urban Zen on 
Greenwich Street.

IRIDESCENT RUBY-RED CLOTH HAND-
BAG with red and gold brocade appliqué 
and beaded embellishment. Vancouver 
vintage store.

Style on the Street: Sunday Best
By Karen Rempel | Fashion Editor

WEST VILLAGE MODEL KAREN REMPEL on Bleecker Street in autumn-colored garnet 
dress by Engineered by Andrea T. Photo by Norberto Bana.

This month, as we recover from the heady 
whirl of New York Fashion Week, let’s take 
a look at people who dress in their Sunday 
Best to be seen on the streets in The Village 
(whether it’s Sunday or not!).
1. CLASSIC STYLE: Jean Boudreaux of New 
Roads, Louisiana, and Margaret Smith from 
Zachary, Louisiana, were in town to watch 
their granddaughter model at Fashion 
Week. Jean is gorgeous in a royal blue 
pantsuit with gold accents, and Margaret is 
rocking a classic leopard print blouse over a 
long black skirt with ruffled hem.
2. ENTERTAINING FLAIR: Bill Lynch is an 
“authentic Irishman for hire” for storytelling, 
singing, dancing, and carrying on. Here he 
had just finished celebrating his daughter’s 
birthday at a restaurant near Washington 
Square Park. Red details in his art print 
jacket reverberate with the red shoes, 
slacks, bowtie, and sunglasses.
3. CUTER THAN KITTENS: Joe and Jenny at 
Juice & Joy. I kid you not!

All photos by Karen Rempel.

CLOSEUP OF DRESS’S “DOMINION DAY” 
PRINT AND POGGI EARRINGS. Photo by 
Norberto Bana.

❶ ❷ ❸
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Bleecker Street Newcomer Mademoiselle 
Mirabelle Negotiates Lower Rent

By Karen Rempel

Mademoiselle Mirabelle might be a new 
kid on the block, but owner Nicole Nichol-
son is a veteran New York business opera-
tor. Six months after opening her Bleecker 
Street location, Nicole was having trouble 
making ends meet. Her Madison Avenue 
location has been a success for 30 years, but 
it takes time to build a clientele in a new 
location, and Bleecker Street is a tough 
walnut to crack.

With her customary French aplomb, 
Nicole approached her landlord, BLDG 
Management Company, to openly discuss 

possible solutions. “I just asked them,” she 
recalls. “I said, ‘If I pay you all my old rent, 
would you please give me a year at a lower 
rent because I’m going to come up with a 
new design.’ I told the truth. I said, ‘I’m go-
ing to try a new thing, a new concept for 
the store,’ and he said okay.” Nicole knew 
she needed to make some changes to adapt 
to the West Village vibe. She decided to 
begin offering clothing by young designers 
on consignment. She updated the light-
ing and jewelry presentation. She told her 
landlord, “I’m going to try to make some 
money, please be patient with us!” And it 
worked. Well done, Nicole!

Nicole is making progressive changes 
to the boutique’s collection. She wants to 
make it the house of fashion for new de-
signers from all over the world. She’s also 
planning to promote artists, singers, and 
painters in the store, possibly by holding 
evening happenings. While enhancing her 
timeless fashion offerings, she is clearly 
thinking beyond clothes, and may even add 
artistic home and kitchen items as well as 
children’s clothing.

Stop by the Bleecker Street store to check 
out the new fall clothes in monochrome 
tones with a few fun touches of color, in-
cluding gorgeous jewel-toned felt hats. As 
well, the jewelry throughout the store is 
unique, appealing, and an excellent value.

Say bonjour to Nicole at 330 Bleecker 
Street, or call 917-261-7332. Hours: 11:00 
a.m. to 7:00 p.m., Monday-Saturday, and 
12:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. Sunday.

STORE OWNER NICOLE NICHOLSON WITH 
HER STYLISH FRIEND MALEK BOULILA. 
Photo by Karen Rempel.

Halloween in the Village. Oh Boy.

By Gordon Hughes

It’s October and you begin to see a remark-
able change in the West Village. It’s not just 
the weather. Yes, the trees begin to change 
color and hardy mums replace begonias on 
the stoops of the brownstones. But in ad-
dition, an amazing transformation begins 
around the third week of October; co-ops, 
brownstones, and old-fashioned tenement 
houses sprout a variety of building costumes 
in preparation for, you guessed it, Halloween. 

Along with house dressings, certain 
streets have themes and that’s a lot of fun. 
As a matter of fact, Villagers get ready for 
the kids to knock on doors for an assort-
ment of goodies just like kids do in other 
parts of the city and the suburbs. It’s cute 
as these little people, usually with parental 
supervision, hit the streets in fun costumes 
and gather candy; or if it’s a green home, 
vegies. It’s also a time for anyone over 21 to 
do a bit of “trick or drink.” That’s a lot of 
fun for grown-ups. 

But something else is also in the air. 
Something big. Something that makes 
the West Village, once again, a unique and 
marvelous community. That something is 
the annual Halloween Day Parade. This 
year the 46th will take place. Now, as most 
of you who read my column know, I like 
to sit out on one of the benches at Panino 
Mucho Gusto Cafe with a cup of java and 
watch the scene of fellow Villagers going 
by. I have written about their perambula-
tors, white-souled shoes, clothing styles, 
dogs, and a number of unique Village cus-

toms. Halloween, however, is really dif-
ferent because starting about 8:00 in the 
morning people are walking down Hudson 
Street already in costumes, already ready 
to revel for the evening. They are warming 
up for a night that will be like no other. 
(That’s not to steal anything away from any 
religious evenings.) 

During the day, costumes are relatively 
tame—you know, costumes from Broad-
way musicals, movies, kids’ books, even 
grown-up tales, etc. As the day begins to 
turn into evening, however, the costumes 
take on what I will call a more mature look. 
And as sunset approaches costumes begin 
to take a more, shall I say, R-rated look. 
And later, well you get the picture. 

Now, the highlight is on Sixth Ave-
nue—or, as the chamber of commerce likes 
to call it, the Avenue of the Americas. (I 
never have taken that name seriously). This 
year the Halloween Parade will be held 
on Thursday, the 31st. What started as a 
small gathering which had to push its way 
into recognition, the parade has become an 
eagerly anticipated fun event. By the time 
it begins Panino is closed so I mosey over to 
6th Avenue to take in the parade and then 
hit some of the goofy after-parties. All in 
all it makes October a fabulous month and 
prepares us for the holidays—Thanksgiv-
ing, Christmas, Hanukkah, New Year’s, 
and even the Super Bowl.

So, if you don’t live in the West Village 
this is a great excuse to visit this remark-
able part of Manhattan and see it all—and 
I mean ALL.

AS SUNSET APPROACHES on Halloween, the costumes take on a more R-rated look. 
Photo by Gordon Hughes.

Salmagundi Club & Village Preservation  
Exhibit Announcement: October 7-25, 2019

WESTVIEW ON DISPLAY. Photographs from two of WestView’s regular contributors, 
Karen Rempel and Dusty Berke, have been selected for display at an exhibit starting 
October 7 at the prestigious Salmagundi Club. The exhibit of artwork celebrates the 
diverse, unique character of Greenwich Village, marking the 50th Anniversary of the 
Greenwich Village Historic District. Exhibition Dates: October 7-25, 2019. Salmagundi 
Club is located at 47 Fifth Avenue. “Summer Piano in Washington Square Park” by 
Karen Rempel.



St. John’s in the 
Village

Enjoy these arts events in the fully-heated, air-conditioned, and 

ADA accessible St John’s (corner of W. 11th Street and Waverly 

Place). All concerts have an allocation of tickets free to seniors, 

but booking is essential. (admin@stjvny.org or 212 243 6192)

ALL BOOKINGS AND RESERVATIONS THROUGH STJVNY.ORG

This is a partial list of the arts events at St John’s.  

Visit stjvny.org for a full listing. 

Tuesday, October 1—7:00 PM (Gallery)
DALTON PORTELLA: RECENT PAINTINGS

Dalton Portella will be showing recent paintings, 
mostly inspired by the east end of Long Island, meant 
to inspire thought and stories of the underlying emo-
tions independent of the idyllic environment in which 
he lives.

Gallery opening hours are 10am to 3pm Mondays, 
Tuesdays, & Wednesdays (subject to occasional 
change). The Gallery is also the venue for many re-
ceptions following concerts in St John’s Church, and 
paintings may be viewed and purchased on those 
occasions also. The exhibition runs until the end of 
October.

Wed., October 2—7:00 PM (Theater)
NOVENAS FOR A LOST HOSPITAL 

The story of the rise and fall of St Vincent’s Hospital 
and its place in the NYC cholera and AIDS epidemics 
of the 19th and 20th centuries. Runs until 13 October, 
every evening except Tuesdays, plus matinee at 1:00  
Friday, October 4 and October 11. From $36.

Thursday, October 4—7:30 PM
CONCERT: WOLENSKA & MORU

Flutist Elzbieta 
Wolenska and  
pianist Zhang 
Moru, a Pol-
ish-Chinese duet, 
will perform a 
fabulous concert 
filled with virtuos-
ity and romantic 

melodies. The program will include compositions of 
Frederic Chopin, Pablo Sarasate, and others.  
Tickets $20

Saturday, October 5—2:00 PM
CONCERT: VOCAL EASE

Vocal Ease is a nonprofit singing organization that 
performs professional, lively, audience-interactive 
cabaret-style shows for senior citizens. Singers will 
perform favorite standards and musical theater songs 
from seniors’ era and will accompanied by piano and 
light drums. A reception follows. Free.

Saturday, October 5—7:30 PM
CONCERT: SOHYN AHN PLAYS MOZART

Sohyn Ahn continues her performance of the com-
plete piano sonatas of Mozart with the second of the 
series. Tickets $20 ($10 for seniors/students).

Sunday, October 6—11 AM
DEDICATION FESTIVAL

The Guest Preacher is the Reverend Canon Gordon 
Reid, sometime Dean of Gibraltar, and Rector of St 
Clement’s, Philadelphia. Free, but registration is help-
ful for catering purposes.

Friday, October 11—1:00 PM (Theater)
NOVENAS FOR A LOST HOSPITAL 

The story of the rise and fall of St Vincent’s Hospital 
and its place in the NYC cholera and AIDS epidemics 
of the 19th and 20th centuries. Runs until 13 October, 
every evening except Tuesdays.

Friday, October 11—8:00 PM
FUNERAL TEARES: MUSICAL ELEGIES FROM THE 
TIME OF SHAKESPEARE

In this program we explore the profound beauty and 
expressive variety to be found in the musical elegies 
of late 16th- and early 17th-century England. Program 
includes works by John Dowland, Thomas Campion, 
John Danyel, Thomas Morley, John Coprario,and oth-
ers. Suggested donation: $20 ($10 student/senior)

Saturday, October 12—7:30 PM
AN EARLY QUARTET: FOUR-PART MUSIC OF THE 
RENAISSANCE AND BAROQUE

The New Amsterdam Consort, a NYC-based peri-
od-instrument string ensemble formed by recent 
Juilliard graduates, kicks off its second season with a 
program of four-part string music by Purcell, Handel, 
Telemann, and others. $15 donations, on the door 
only (no advance sales).

Monday, October 14—8 PM
JULIANNA MILIN, SOPRANO

Tuesday, October 
15—7:30 PM
I ONLY SMOKE IN WAR 
ZONES

Award winning performer 
Jennifer Rawlings is not your 
typical mother of five. She is 
a comedienne who has been 

traveling to war zones for over a decade to entertain 
the troops. This “must see” solo performance will 
take you on a roller-coaster ride of emotion from the 
moment the show begins. Jennifer will lead you on 
an extraordinary journey of laughter and tears as she 
weaves together unforgettable stories about family, 
war, and humanity. $20.

Saturday, October 19—3:00 pm
THE GREAT AMERICAN SONG BOOK REQUESTED

An afternoon concert with the songs YOU love! Walk 
in, look at the list, mark the songs you want to hear 
and we’ll play them! We’ll be sharing the stage with 
none other than the great pianist Michael Kanan. $10.

Saturday, October 19—7:00 pm
BLISSFUL MOMENTS

Opera After Hours presents Maurizio Casa, Asuka 
Uchida, Cheylr , Sahoko Sato, Maggie O’Connell, Keiji 
Kitani, and Michael Pilafian in a concert of arias and 
ensemble pieces from beloved operas. $20.

Sunday, October 20—11 AM
INCLUSIVE POPULISM:  
CREATING CITIZENS IN THE GLOBAL AGE

The Reverend Dr Angus Richie speaks on his newest 
publication…The Eucharist is followed by lunch in 
Revelation Gallery. Free, but registration is helpful for 
catering purposes.

Tuesday, October 22—7:00 PM (Gallery)
ROMAN MARKOWICZ, PIANIST, IN CONCERT 

Markowicz plays Beethoven: Sonata in D op.28 
Pastoral, Six Variations in F maj op.34, Sonata in D 
maj op.10 #3,  Six Bagatelles op.126. $20 (free to the 
under-12s)

Friday, October 25—7:00 PM
AIRS OF THE 17TH CENTURY

Ruston Ropac (mezzo-soprano) and Peter Argon-
dizza (lute, theorbo, Baroque guitar) perform music 
from 17th century England and Italy on themes of 
love, loss, and life. Selections include music by Mon-
teverdi, Strozzi, Francesca Caccini, Dowland, Purcell, 
and more. $10 - $20.

Saturday, October 26—12:00 Noon-3
HARVEST HOME

Farm-to-People event. Free.

Saturday, October 26—7:00 PM
IMAGE AND SOUND: ITAY GOREN

Pianist Itay Goren presents his program Image & 
Sound, music inspired by pictures, real and imagi-
nary. Schumann’s passionate and elusive Viennese 
Carnival, Debussy’s mesmerizing Images (book 1) 
and Mussorgsky’s fantastic and grand Pictures at an 
Exhibition weave together a colorful and fascinating 
program. $10 - $20.

Sunday, October 27—11 AM
VIVA FIORENZA:  
NEW MUSIC FROM 16TH CENTURY FLORENCE

Mark Spyropoulos of the Sistine Chapel Choir (La 
Cappella Sistina) in the Vatican directs a choir sing-
ing recently un-earthed choral music from the Medici 
archives in Florence - both mass setting and motets 
- in its liturgical context in the Eucharist. Followed by 
lunch in Revelation Gallery.  Free and open to those 
of all faith traditions or of none, but registration is 
useful for catering purposes. Free.

Thursday, October 31
HALLOWE’EN CONCERT

New York theater  
organist Parker Ramsay… 
$10 - $20, but free to 
seniors as a WestView 
News concert.
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Father Graeme Napier: 

A Life Ordained by Culture and Spirit
By Hannah Reimann

“You ought to be written up by the Times,” 
suggested publisher George Capsis to 
Graeme Napier, the Rector of St. John’s 
Anglican Church on Waverly Place and 
West 11th Street, after he experienced one 
of many concerts Father Graeme produces 
in his church.

In the Spring of 2018, Joe Turco, an 
American attorney and friend of Capsis 
emailed him about Father Graeme, whom 
he had met at Oxford. Father Graeme had 
just arrived and was settling in at St. John’s. 
At their first meeting in Capsis’s garden at 
69 Charles Street, the publisher of West-
View News boasted about the concerts he 
produced at St. Veronica’s to him, who 
modestly concealed his long history of mu-
sic in many churches and cathedrals where 
he was a clergyman. 

Perhaps most notably, he was one of 
two Minor Canons at Westminster Abbey. 
Early on in his tenure, he had been asked 
by St. Paul’s Cathedral to lead prayers after 
the Bali bombings in 2002 because he had 
served as a parish priest in Australia. Many 
Australians had died in the bombings.  The 
entire royal family was in attendance. After 
the prayers, Queen Elizabeth II came up to 
him and said, “You don’t sound very Aus-
tralian.” He explained to her that he was 
born in the United Kingdom.

Father Graeme met The Queen more 
than a dozen times in his eight years serv-
ing at the Abbey. He said that the Duke 
of Edinburgh could let his hair down a bit 
more with the clergy while The Queen was 
absolutely professional with everyone nearly 
100% of the time. Nonetheless, it appears 

that any ice that would have been broken 
was done so right away at that first meeting.

Working at Westminster Abbey was excit-
ing and busy. The amount of work each day 
required two people to be in charge, hence, 
two Minor Canons were present of which 
Father Graeme was one. Visits by Parlia-
ment, Ministry of Defence and, of course, 
The Queen were routine events. Because this 
was not a parish position, he had time after 
Evensong, around 6pm, to live a more busy, 
urban life with colleagues and friends than 
he had in Scotland and Australia, walking 
from the Abbey to the West End. He lived in 

the cloister in a beautiful 17th-centry house 
with a big dining room and drawing room, 
overlooking the College Garden, the oldest 
garden in England. The drawing room of the 
house had been voted the best drawing room 
in England by Vogue Magazine because of its 
17th-century paneling and the view of the 
magnificent College Garden, in cultivation 
for over 900 years.

The Minor Canons worked very closely 
with the Music Department at Westmin-
ster Abbey and he played an active role 
in the selection of music, commissioning 
works from John Taverner, John Rutter 

and Scottish composer, James McMillan, 
among others. He commissioned a poet 
and composer at the same time for an 
event, something he has reproduced at St. 
John’s in the Village.

His vocation as a priest came about when 
he was an undergraduate in Oxford, initially 
from knowing Jeffrey John, Dean of Divin-
ity when he studied philosophy and mathe-
matics at Magdalen College. He discovered 
what a difference Father Jeffrey’s presence 
and wisdom made to so many people. Daily 
Choral Evensong was a wonderful, im-
mersive experience that stayed with Father 
Graeme, inspiring him to have a life with 
music and song wherever he lived. Magda-
len College Chapel enjoys a rich tradition 
of choral music written from the sixteenth 
century onward, including newly commis-
sioned works. Being at Oxford influenced 
him greatly in terms of experiencing the cre-
ation of art, music and the presence of no-
table architecture and its positive influence.

“It’s a very good fit,” he says. “I very much 
see the arts and beauty flourishing as part 
of our Christian mission.” Churches, syna-
gogues and mosques being patrons of the 
arts for centuries contributed enormously 
to the development of culture. We’re very 
fortunate to have Father Graeme support-
ing the arts in The Village. Please join him 
and his large roster of talent for concerts, 
services, and special events at St. John’s.  
You will be happy that you attended. 

This is the first of a two-part article about 
Father Graeme Napier. Please see the No-
vember 2019 issue of WestView News for its 
continuation.

A Colonial American Romance
The True Saga of an American Beauty Who Captured a Baron’s Heart
A destitute young lady is swept off her feet by 
a swashbuckling Baron…the stuff that fairy-
tales and Hollywood movies are made of. But 
this timeless tale of Lady Frankland (Agnes 
Surriage) and Sir Harry Frankland is made 
up of more than fairydust and CinemaScope.

The narrative-style book Sir Harry & 
Lady Frankland of Boston, by Ms. Phyllis, 
retraces the trials and victories of the hero 
and heroine’s timeline. 

In 1742, with only the wages of her fa-
ther’s fisherman’s earnings, Agnes Surriage 
supplemented her growing family’s needs 
by working as a chambermaid at the Foun-
tain Inn in Marblehead, Massachusetts. At 
the same time, in Boston, at the Bunch of 
Grapes Tavern, government officials were 
toasting the newly arrived, dashing, twen-
ty-six-year-old Frankland as he eloquently 
accepted his Customs Collectorship post. 

Shortly after, he set out on His Majesty’s 

Service to oversee the fortification of Fort 
Sewall in Marblehead. He alighted at the 
Fountain Inn seeking lodging and was sur-
prised to be greeted by the loveliest bare-
foot girl answering to the name of Agnes. 
Her dark ringlet curls streaming along her 
face and her deep-set olive eyes pierced his 
soul from his very first glance! 

At Frankland’s expense, he, the Reverend 
Holyoke, and Agnes’s parents devised an 
acceptable plan to bring Agnes to Boston. 
Under supervision, she was to be taught and 
nurtured in the ways of ladyhood, a task in 
which the colonial governor’s wife, Frances 
Shirley, assisted. The Pygmalion-style love 
story continued as they faced the challenges 
posed by society, shunning the differences 
between the aristocracy and commoners. 

In Frankland’s incomparable style, he 
created a more than charming lifestyle for 
them to share together. He purchased 480 

acres and built a magnificent twenty-six-
room mansion in Hopkinton, about thirty 
miles west of Boston, removed from the 
busy tongues that were pervasive in colo-
nial society and which echoed across the 
pond to cosmopolitan London!

A call of duty regarding family matters in 
England sets the plot in motion as Frank-
land arranges to take Agnes on a grand 
tour of the European continent… with the 
inclusion of an attempt to introduce her to 
his family. It did not meet with favor. 

They ultimately settled in Lisbon, Por-
tugal, for a season, where he chooses that 
they should reside on the eminence of the 
Seven Hills among other wealthy English-
men. Officials were soon well acquainted 
with Frankland’s Saxon name! A twist of 
fate arises resulting in Agnes, at last, earn-
ing the title of Lady Frankland.

When they return to Boston, the once 
shunned fisherman’s daughter hosted some 
of the finest tea parties in their new man-
sion on Garden Court Street, located in 
what is now known as The North End.

Published by Goose River Press,  
Waldoboro, ME/gooseriverpress.com 
By Ms. Phyllis 
Book available in October 2019:  
Amazon, Barnes & Noble, independent 
sellers and worldwide distribution.

SIR HARRY AND LADY FRANKLAND OF BOS-
TON. Image courtesy of Goose River Press.

QUEEN ELIZABETH II and Father Graeme Napier at Westminster Abbey during his tenure 
there as a Minor Canon Succentor. Photo courtesy of Father Graeme Napier.
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Survivors of the Lost Village

By Roger Paradiso

Cinema Village is a jewel of a theater in 
Greenwich Village that takes you back to 
the golden age of cinema, dating back to 
1963. With the recent closing of the Paris 
Theater in midtown, the CV is the longest 
running art house in Manhattan. As you 
walk east on 12th Street you see its mar-
quee shining brightly both day and night 
as the CV welcomes lovers of independent 
film. When you enter the lobby you can 
smell the fresh popcorn being made. I have 
had several of my films shown at Cinema 

Village and have attended many screen-
ings, and always treasured the experience.

I recently talked to the current owner, 
Nicolas (“Nick”) Nicolaou , who arrived in 
New York City from Cyprus in 1970 when 
he was 12 years old. I asked Nick how he 
came to own the iconic Cinema Village: 
“This historic small building was bought by 
Nick Justin [Tzustakis] of Arista Theatres, a 
Greek-American born in Pennsylvania from 
immigrant parents from Crete. In 1963 the 
former fire station was converted to an art 
movie house for the Greenwich Village com-
munity. Nick Justin’s concept was to bring 
world premieres of art movies, such as Ing-
mar Bergman’s All These Women in 1964.”

“In 1990 he sold me the theater. The 
theater never made much money, but you 
were able to make a good living if you were 
a hands-on operator. When other theaters 
came into the picture, [there were] more than 
50 new screens in the immediate area, most 
from big chains owned by powerful people 
with connections all the way up. Let me put 
it in another way: my poorest competitors are 
billionaires, theaters with some studios be-
hind them, or owned by overseas owners who 
only care of how much their stock goes up.” 

I asked Nick why he is continuing the 
mission of Nick Justin and supporting art 
films, also known as independent films, 
when the trend is to show big, studio, star-
driven movies. He said, “It is true that art 
films have being doing less and less in 
theaters, and some more art houses have 

shut down. The easy accessibility directly 
to the consumer is very popular nowadays. 
For me, watching a movie in a dark theater 
with other people is what I like and will 
continue to do so. They want to stay home 
and watch Netflix, etc., watch on their 
iPhone… that is the freedom each person 
has and that is fine with me but I vote peo-
ple will still like to go out, watch a movie 
with many other people, and this is in the 
nature of people, being social in some way, 
and nature always wins. I take it year by 
year to continue and hang in there because 
the movie experience in a movie theater is 
more satisfying. Filmmakers will always be 
in demand because it is such a great way to 
fulfill our basic need of storytelling.” 

Roger: “Nick, how committed are you to 
The Village and keeping the longest run-
ning independent theater in The Village 
and Manhattan from closing?” 

Nick: “This is coming from me, that I 
always vote for the working people, and 
support the underprivileged ones. Why do 
you think Workers United Film Festival 
is always at Cinema Village for all these 
years?... I do many film festivals at the CV 
including the Manhattan Film Festival, 
the African Diaspora International, Kino 
from Germany, the Other Israel and many 
others. I also am the place for independent 
films to go when they need a home.” 

Cinema Village was the only movie the-
ater that did not bow to the threats of a 
9/11-type attack on cinemas premiering 

Sony’s film The Interview on Christmas day 
of 2014. The Interview was controversial in 
its satire of North Korean leader Kim Jong-
un. Nick said, “Although we did not share 
the qualities of the film…as an art house…
freedom of expression should never be sup-
pressed…We do not hesitate to take a stand 
when the people’s first amendment rights 
are at risk.” The Interview screened without 
incident at Cinema Village.

Roger: “How long do you think you can 
hang out against the world of digital film-
making and streaming services?”

Nick: “[I will] hang in there on my own 
two feet till I drop. I will not use the laws to 
become a burden to anyone, especially the 
New York taxpayer because I am grateful to 
this great city of New York and its people; I 
owe them and this city for shaping my life 
of who I am...And besides, every mom and 
pop cinema or retail store closing is not the 
best for this city.” 

Nick and Cinema Village are the sur-
vivors of the “Lost Village.” Despite the 
ravages of “uber” gentrification and the 
displacement of artists and working-class 
citizens, Nick and several other “lifers” 
hang on to their businesses and their lives. 
To help Nick and CV survive, those in 
The Village need to support this gem of an 
independent theater that still serves fresh 
popcorn and screens new, exciting voices 
in film. Seniors and students still get in at 
a large discount. As Nick says: “As a kid, 
movies allowed me to dream of a better life, 
and what wonderful things life can bring 
when you believe in your dreams.”

https://www.cinemavillage.com/

Maggie B’s Quick Clicks
INSPIRED BY FRANK BRUNI of 
the New York Times’ recent col-
umn “Dogs Will Fix Our Broken 
Democracy” (boy, do we need 
that!), this month I'm featuring 
some of the many lovable best 
friends on parade daily in our 
dog crazy Village neighborhood.

As Mr. Bruni says:

“...when I’m out and about with 
Regan, there’s mutual courtesy 
and reciprocal generosity, 
spending time in public spaces 
that are open to everyone 
and well situated and appeal-
ing enough to guarantee that 
people from all walks of life 
cross paths.”

All photos 
by Maggie 
Berkvist.

CINEMA VILLAGE IS THE LONGEST RUN-
NING ART HOUSE IN MANHATTAN. Roger 
Paradiso, above, at Cinema Village. Photo 
by Anthony Paradiso.
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Classical Music in Review
By Hannah Reimann

9/11 MEMORIAL CONCERT
SEPTEMBER 11, 2019
Schiller Institute NYC Chorus 
St. Veronica Creative Cultural Center

The Schiller Institute NYC Chorus, its 
leaders and community strive to elevate the 
culture of the United States “by engaging 
the population in the performance of great 
Classical music.” They do this by including 
both professional and amateur singers to 
present known and lesser-known repertoire 
in various boroughs of New York City with 
chapters of the chorus in northern New Jer-
sey, Manhattan, Brooklyn and Queens. 

A poultice to loss and mourning, the cho-
rus has dedicated concerts to 9/11 and to 
Eric Garner, among others, since 2014. This 
makes it an unusual and exceptional ensem-
ble with ideals leading its performances.

The Institute’s 9/11 Memorial Concert 

last month included rich African-American 
Spirituals by Johnson, Burleigh, Dett and 
Dawson, Schubert’s Mass in G, Brahms’s 
Nänie and an abridged version of JS Bach’s 
heart-wrenching Jesu meine Freude. Right 
after the intermission, pianist Yuting Zhou 
skillfully executed Beethoven’s “Tempest” 
piano sonata on an electronic keyboard. 

Most notable were solos in the Classical 
works by singers Frank Mathis, Michelle 
Erin and Christopher Sare. With great feel-
ing and mastery, Tenor Everett Suttle deliv-
ered two of Johnson’s spirituals, Jesus, Lay 
Your Head in de Winder and Honor, Honor.

The full chorus sang a Spiritual finale, 
Soon Ah Will Be Done, a somber yet tri-
umphant work with lyrics accepting life’s 
challenges. This was the highlight of the 
evening, a perfect anthem to inspire an au-
dience in healing from the aftermath and 
memory of 9/11. The chorus sang with 
intense passion, expression and great ob-
servation to its dynamic peaks and valleys 

under the sensitive baton of Diane Sare, 
bringing the audience to its feet at the fi-

nal major chord. “No more weepin’ and a 
wailin,’ I’m gone to live with God.”

Piano Lessons: The Life and Art of German Diez
By Hannah Reimann

A Documentary
A Benefit Night at Steinway Hall
September 12, 2019
German Diez is perhaps the most memo-
rable late piano maestro of The Green-
wich House Music School. Teacher to 
innumerable students there since 1950, 
from children to famous virtuosos, he is 
beloved and revered. Diez taught at Bard 
College, SUNY Purchase, The Brook-
lyn Conservatory and Hunter College as 
well, fitting in students nearly around the 
clock in various locations including his 
76th Street home. Diez studied with the 
great Jorge Bolet and was invited to the 
US by Claudio Arrau, one of the titans 
of 20th Century piano virtuosity, to study 
with Arrau. This pianistic pedigree traces 
directly to Franz Lizst, a composer who 
influenced piano playing and the piano 
itself like no other. Mr. Diez’s legacy of 
students continues to pass this lineage 
of musicality and technical knowledge 
to their students. They range from Erika 
Niekrenz, founding member of the Eroica 
Trio to Robert Lopez who wrote music 
for Avenue Q and Frozen, plus many, 
many others.

After Diez died in 2014 at age 90, his 
student, Francesca Khalifa, decided to com-
memorate his great work as a pianist and 
teacher by making a documentary film about 
him. She went to Cuba, his home country, 
interviewed his 100-year-old brother, the 
famous conductor, Alfredo Diez Nieto. She 
studied a Tocata Alfredo wrote for Ger-
man while she visited Cuba. Khalifa‘s very 
dedicated effort, captured on videotape for 
the film, showed the process of her gaining 

insight and knowledge for technical and 
stylistic mastery taught by both brothers 
since Alfredo was German’s first teacher. 
She plays the Tocata with bright, uplifting 
energy and precision.

 This work, plus other very carefully se-
lected piano pieces were programmed for 
a benefit concert that would help fund the 
film, a work in progress by Khalifa and Di-
rector, Antongiulio Panizzi.

Diez’s protegé, Jeni Slotchiver, her-
self a teacher at Greenwich House and a 
champion of modern works, played three 
pieces by Samuel Coleridge Taylor, Mar-
garet Bonds and William Grant Still with 
ease and finesse. This was followed by 
renowned composer Joan Tower playing 
Debussy’s Footsteps in the Snow, Bruce 
Wolosoff, who studied with both Tower 
and Diez, playing two of his own com-
positions including Siempre (dedicated 
to German), and guest artist Sara David 
Buechner who was a close friend of Diez, 
playing three Cuban dances by Joaquin 
Nin-Culmell, all with great sensitivity 
and expression.

I had tears in my eyes hearing Erika 
Nickrenz play the tender and emotional 
Brahms Opus 118 Intermezzi in A minor 
and A Major. As one of German’s students, 
myself, all of this music was a very mov-
ing testament to his positive and nurturing 
influence on all of us. I felt very fortunate 
that I went to this concert to hear these 
wonderful artists.

Nickrenz was joined by Antoine Zemor 
to perform Darius Milhaud’s Scaramouche 
for 2 Pianos, three scintillating showpieces 
that brought the concert to a joyous and 
brilliant conclusion.

Interspersed with clips of Diez and his 

brother and the film’s trailer, the event was 
created to raise awareness and funding for 
the film “Piano Lessons.” To make a dona-

tion to complete the film and to be kept 
abreast about progress around this project, 
please go to https://pianolessons.wedid.it

DIANE SARE AND THE SCHILLER INSTITUTE NYC CHORUS at St. Veronica’s. Photo credit: 
Dana Carsrud.
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